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LJ THE SUGYA

This section of Gemara Gittin, Daf 9a, continues the halachic analysis of a master who writes over all his property to his slave,
leaving over a minute fraction. The Gemara explores the opinions of Rabbi Shimon and Rabbi Meir regarding whether we
divide a single statement in a document, and how this impacts the slave's emancipation. It also addresses the status of a
deathbed gift (shechiv mera) if the owner subsequently recuperates.

All introductions, summaries, and contextual notes are the editor’s commentary and are not part of the original text.
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The slave is always a free man, unless the master says in the document: "All my property is given to so-and-so my slave,

except for one ten-thousandth of them."
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But didn't Rav Yosef bar Minyumi say that Rav Nahman said: Even though Rabbi Yosei praised Rabbi Shimon, the
halakha is like Rabbi Meir?
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As it is taught in a braisa: When these matters were said before Rabbi Yosei, he read upon him this verse: "He kisses

the lips that give the right answer.”
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And did Rav Nahman actually say this, that we do not divide the statement? But didn't Rav Yosef bar Minyumi say that Rav
Nahman said: A person on his deathbed who wrote all his property to his slave, and then arose from his illness, he can

retract his gift regarding the property, but he cannot retract his gift regarding the slave?

EXPLANATION




He can retract regarding the property because it is a gift of a person on his deathbed, which is canceled if he survives; but

he cannot retract regarding the slave, because a rumor has already gone out about him that he is a free man.
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Rather, Rav Ashi said: There, this is the reason why Rav Nahman ruled like Rabbi Meir, because it is not a complete

severance of the bill of manumission, since the master left over some property for himself which might include the slave.
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The Mishnah states: If there are those who contest it, it should be ratified through its signatories.

GEMARA
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The Gemara asks: How many people constitute this contestation? If we say a contestation of one person, but didn't Rabbi

Yohanan say: Everyone agrees that a contestation is no fewer than two people?
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But rather, is it a contestation of two people? If so, they are two witnesses against two witnesses; what did you see that you

rely on these witnesses who ratify it? Rely instead on these who contest it!
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Rather, it is referring to a contestation of the husband himself, who claims the bill of divorce is a forgery.
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MISHNAH: One who brings a bill of divorce froma country overseas, and is unable to say: "It was written in my
presence and it was signed in my presence,” if there are witnesses signed onit, it should be ratified through its

signatories.
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Both bills of divorce of women and bills of manumission of slaves are equal regarding the one who delivers and the
one who brings, and this is one of the ways in which bills of divorce of women are equal to bills of manumission of

slaves.

GEMARA
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GEMAR A: What is the meaning of "is unable to say"? If we say it means a deaf-mute, is a deaf-mute fit to bring a bill of

divorce?

OBJECTION
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But didn't we learn in a Mishnah: Everyone is fit to bring a bill of divorce, except for a deaf-mute, an imbecile, and a

minor!
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Rav Yosefsaid: With what are we dealing here? For example, where he gave it to her when he was halakhically
competent, but he did not manage to say: "It was written in my presence and it was signed in my presence” before he

became a deaf-mute.
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The Mishnah states: Both bills of divorce of women and bills of manumission of slaves are equal.




GEMARA
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The Rabbis taught in a braisa: In three ways bills of divorce of women are equal to bills of manumission of slaves:
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They are equal regarding the one who delivers and the one who brings; and any document that has a Samaritan
witness on it is invalid, except for bills of divorce of women and bills of manumission of slaves; and all other

documents

SUMMARY

The Gemara clarifies that according to Rav Ashi, Rav Nachman's ruling follows Rabbi Meir because a bill of manumission
must fully sever the bond between master and slave, which is compromised if any property is reserved. The discussion then
transitions to a Mishnah regarding a contested get within Eretz Yisrael, establishing that a contestation by the husband
himself requires ratification of the signatures. Finally, the Gemara introduces a new Mishnah detailing the laws of an agent
bringing a get fromoverseas who is unable to make the standard declaration, resolving that this refers to an agent who

became a deaf-mute after delivering the document.

TWYNR? WHAT TO TAKE HOME

In our daf; we learn about a messenger who brings a get but is suddenly unable to make the required declaration because he
became deaf. The Gemara explains that he was fully hearing when he received the document, but became deaf before he
could speak. This teaches us a profound lesson in avodah: we must never take our tools, our health, or our opportunities for

granted. A person can have every ability to performa mitzvah one moment, and in the next, the door is closed.

This is not a reason to live in fear, buta call to live with urgency. When Hashem gives you the clarity, the energy, or the
physical ability to do a chesed, to learn a piece of Torah, or to speak a kind word, do notsay "I will do it later.” The ability

you have right now is a gift meant for this very moment.

Today, when you feel the inspiration to do a mitzvah or help another person, do not delay even for a few minutes. Act on it

immediately while the opportunity and your abilities are fully in your hands.
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L CHAPTER PREVIEW

Chapter Three of Hilchos Shabbos introduces the fundamental halachic principles governing activities that are initiated on
Friday before the onset of Shabbos but continue to run or complete on their own accord during Shabbos. The Rambam
establishes the core leniency that the prohibition against labor applies only to actions performed on Shabbos itself, allowing

one to benefit from processes that finish independently, such as irrigation, dyeing, trapping, and lighting candles.

This chapter also details the specific Rabbinic restrictions enacted to prevent a person fromactively stirring coals on Shabbos
to accelerate a cooking process. The Rambam delineates the precise conditions under which food may be left on a fire from
Friday afternoon, distinguishing between different stages of cooking, types of fuel, and the physical structures of ranges and
ovens.

All introductions, summaries, and contextual notes are the editor’s commentary and are not part of the original text.
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Halacha 1- Permissibility of Beginning Melacha on Friday That Completes Itself on Shabbos
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iscompleted  thatit  though - even Shabbos fromthe eve of a melacha to begin Tt is permissible
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of inthe essence except melacha todo upon us was forbidden fornot on Shabbos on its own
2 TR uh o AN nawa mpuyn TONDRD nvynws Sax .oi
fromwhat tobenefit forus itis permissible on Shabbos by itself the melacha when is done but  the day
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onitsown on Shabbos that wasdone

This halacha establishesthat the probibition of melacha applies only to human action performed on Shabbos itself, not to processes that continue on

their own.
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fills and it  darkness with Shabbos on the eve of tothe garden water we may open How
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become perfumed and they the garments under incense and we may place entirely the day  all and goes
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on and a bandage  the eye topof on salve and we may place entirely the Shabbos  all and go
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with and herbs  ink and we may soak entirely the Shabbos all and go and they heal  the wound top of
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intoavat  wool and we may place entirely the Shabbos all and go soak and they  darkness
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entirely the Shabbos  all and go change and they into the oven flax of  and bundles
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are trapped and they darkness with andforfish  and forbirds for beasts traps and we may spread
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the olive press the house of with the beams of and we may load entirely the Shabbos  all and go
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entirely the Shabbos  all and go flow and the liquids darkness with the wine press  and with the round
stones of
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all and goes burns and it fromthe evening  the bonfire — or thecandle — andwe may light

;77D nawn
T % T
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This halacha listsvarious activities that may be started before Shabbos and allowed to continue running on their own throughout Shabbos.
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and they coals the topof upon or inthe oven meat or the fire the topof upon apot  We may place
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matter inthis and there are on Shabbos it and we eat Shabbos all of and continue cook
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on Shabbos the coals one will stir lest asa decree forbidden that they are things

This halacha discusses the permission to leave food cooking on a fire from before Shabbos, alongside the Rabbinic restrictions enacted to prevent one from

stirring the coalson Shabbos.
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or theirneed all heated  thatnot and hot water itsneed all cooked thatnot a cooked food How
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leave we donot forit isgood it thatit shrinks  time andall itsneed all thatcooked a cooked food
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lest adecree day fromwhile yet itwasplaced though - even on Shabbos the fire topof on it
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he swept if therefore toshrinkit inorder or itscooking  tocomplete inorder  the coals he will stir
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that dimmed or  the fine flax

with waste of or  withash  the stove the fire of thathe covered or the fire
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or withstubble or withstraw thatthey fueledit or  withash areasifcovered they forbehold the coals
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is permitted  this  behold burning coals there there isnot for behold  small animal  with dung of
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lest decree  and we donot cooked food fromthis his mind he diverted for behold on it to leave
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the fire  he will stir

This balacha explains the Rabbinic probibition of leaving uncooked food, or food that improves by shrinking, on an open fire on Shabbos, and the
permissible methods of covering or sweeping the coals.
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Halacha 5 - The Probibition of Leaving Food in or on a Hot Oven on Shabbos

Y °B YN MINT P3N UYR MPANY TPD3 DMK 23T me3

one swept though - even  anoven but  isminimal whose heat witha kirah are said words In what
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inside it leave we donot withstubble or withstraw that they fueledit or  withash covered or  the fire
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or itsneed all cooked thatwasnot food toit dowe place close and not itsback upon and not
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exceedingly ishot  itsheat since toit andisbeneficial and shrinks itsneed all thatwascooked
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though - even the minimal fire in this he will stir lest and we suspect hismind  divert  he does not
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covered or and stubble straw fire of it is

This balacha explains that because an oven retains intense heat, one may not leave partially cooked food or food that improves with shrinking in or near
it, even if the coals are swept or covered.
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Halacha 6 - The Probibition of Leaving Food in a Swept Oven and its Reason
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doesnot he who sweeps because itisswept  though even in the oven to leave did they forbid And why

TV WRD 7D MNP TWAN N1 .AmEyy wND 20 RPN 99

until the fire allof tosweep impossible anditis anditsessence the fire the majority of except —sweep
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tokindle in order he will stir lest is hot its heat because  single a spark remain  there does not
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in the oven that remain the sparks

The Sages forbade leaving food in a swept oven because a person cannot remove every single spark, and the intense beat might tempt him to stir the

remaining coals.
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if ~ Therefore of'the oven than the heat andless of the kirah than the heat isgreater itsheat The kopach
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inside it leave and we do not is like an oven it behold withwood —or witholive-waste they fueled it
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withstraw they fueled it Andif withash covered or hesweptout though - even forit and itis beneficial
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swept itisnot  though - andeven frombefore evening toakirah toplace next And it is permitted
MY NNUBY DipRM TIP3 MDD At N1 mPD N APNY .miwp
two forsetting isa place Akirah akopach is andwhich a kirah is And which and covered with ash
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one pot forsetting isa place A kopach pots

This balacha defines the physical differences between a kirah and a kopach, and details the restrictions on leaving food on them based on the type of fuel

used.
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forit and bad and shrinks itsneed all thatcooked or atall cooked thatnot raw A dish
b3 191 MN2 I MEA APDI PR WND v by mimwh  amn
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forit and good and shrinks itsneed all cooked or itsneed all cooked andnot thatcooked dish
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like a dish the whole it becomes the suns tobetween close raw alimb into it he threw if
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because he covered and not he swept thatnot though - even thefire on toleave it and itis permitted raw
oPbma NNy X3 AN Mmm dny1 men Nnv
the coals to stir coming and he isnot fromit hismind he diverted thatalready

This balacha outlinesthe conditions under which food may be left on an open fire for Shabbos, such as when it is completely raw or when a raw piece of

meat is added right before twilight.
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toeatit  itis forbidden it and left  he transgressed  if to leave that it is forbidden cooked food Any
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it he forgotit andif forittobe made the amountoftime and he mustwait Shabbos the departure of until
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and if Shabbos the departure of wuntil is forbidden it itsneed all cooked thatwasnot itiscooked food
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toeatit  itis permitted forit and itisbeneficial and it shrinks it itsneed all  that was cooked it is cooked food
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on Shabbos  immediately

This balacha detailsthe penalties imposed when one leaves food on a fire in a forbidden manner, distinguishing between intentional transgression and

forgetfulness, and between fully and partially cooked food.
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it is forbidden on Shabbos it when they take  the fire topof on toleave it thatis permitted Any
IN 712993 7792 023 Py NPN DRIvY pvmn XY Linipn® datmnnd
or swept astove topof on  unless ever we donotreturn  and to its place to return it
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provided that not and thatis and withstubble withstraw that were heated and a kupach onastove or covered
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return we donot ground topof on once he placedit  but the ground topof on the pot he placed
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and not toanoven we donotreturn and covered or swept astove topof on andeven it
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because covered or thathe swept though - even withwood or witholive peat that were heated toa kupach
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toit place next we donot upon it return that we donot and anything exceedingly ishot that their heat




This halacha detailsthe strict conditions under which food may be returned to a heat source on Shabbos, distinguishing between covered stoves and

highly heat-retaining ovens.
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from it toremove  the fire ison while it on Shabbos intoa pot a ladle toinsert  Itis forbidden
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like one who cooks and he is found . of cooking s of the needs and this it he stirs because on Shabbos
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issmall  whose heat froma range even toarange fromarange toreturn  Anditis permitted on Shabbos
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toarange fromcovering and not tocovering fromarange not but isgreat  whose heat  toa range

This balacha discusses the probibition of stirring food on the fire on Shabbos and the rules of moving a pot from one range to another.
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Halacha 12 - The Probibition of Leaving Fast-Cooking Foods in an Oven Before Shabbos
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into and place water  of ajug or and lupines with lentils apot aperson shallfill  Not
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even tothem  similar andall for these them and leave  darkness with Shabbos oneve of the oven
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because theyare itsneed all cooked thatnot like food all at  they cooked thatnot though
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and therefore immediately toeatthem isonthem andhismind  much cooking require that they do not
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the departure of until they are forbidden andleft he transgressed andif in the oven toleave them it is forbidden

WYY 722 PR nav

that they can be made in the amount of time and he must wait Shabbos

This halacha discusses the Rabbinic probibition of leaving foods that cook very quickly in an oven on Friday close to nightfall, becanse the owner's

attention remainson themto eat them [mmedz'atcly.
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akid meatof if on Shabbos it and left day fromwhile meat into it that one placed An oven
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need asitdoesnot the meat it will char the coals he stirs forif  itis permitted toit and similar it
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lest  itis forbidden it anox meatof or agoat meatof andif alone the fire  the warmth of except
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forif  itis permitted withclay the oven  the opening of he smeared and if to cook it the coals he stirs

and will cool and it will spoil ~ the meat and will harden the wind willenter  and to stir the oven toopen  he comes
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the meat and spoil the oven

This halacha discusses the Rabbinic probibition against leaving certain meatsto roast in an oven on Shabbos due to the concern that one might stir the

coals.
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he will uncover it lest uponit  decree  we donot it spoils that the wind  thing any Andso
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darkness with  the oven into flax of  bundles we may place this And because of  and stir
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they will spoil he uncovered it for if

The Sages did not decree against leaving itemsin an oven before Shabbosif opening the oven to stir the coals would spoil the items.
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anox like the meatof or agoat islike the meatof it behold the oven into whole akid One placed
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the oven  he plasters unless the coals he will stir lest toleave it  and itis forbidden
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though - andeven nightfall with intothe oven the Pesach the lamb of to lower And it is permitted
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they are are careful the company that the members of because plaster thathe does not




This halacha contraststhe probibition of leaving a whole kid in an unsealed oven with the permission granted to the Pesach offering because its group is

exceptionally careful.
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while yet  that they roast in order unless the fire topof on and egg and onion  meat roast  We do not
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until on Shabbos the fire on  so after  they remained and if for eating fit and they willbe  day
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it will char  one stirs forif  forit and bad like shrinking they are because itis permitted — much they roast
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with the clothes under incense we leave  this and because of they are the fire the body of since on  them
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the clothes and smoke the incense it will burn the coals one stirs for if darkness

This balacha discusses the probibition of roasting foods directly on a fire before Shabbos unless they are cooked enough to eat, and the permission to leave

incense under clothes because stirring the coals would ruin them.
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Halacha 17 - The Rabbinic Decree Against Stirring Coals When Placing Wool in a Dyeing Vat
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because forbidden isnot of this in the context  prohibit thatwe ofamatter thatall youhavelearned Behold
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place we donot  therefore the coals one will stir lest adecree rather on Shabbos isdone that it
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the coals one will stir lest the fire  fromupon removed it was . . unless intoa vat  wool
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after nightfall it  one will stir lest with clay issealed its mouth is that and this

The Rambam explainsthat the restrictions on leaving itemson a fire before Shabbos are Rabbinic safequardsto prevent one from stirring the coalson

Shabbos.

n;w: l-uj:-f ﬂ’ I'I;WT_'I ny ﬂ'ﬂj?‘lﬂ ﬂ@ .ﬂfmﬁ Halacha 18 - Baking Bread and Cakes Close to Shabbos and Removing Them on Shabbos
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the coals the back of upon acake andnot nightfall with inthe oven the bread — place We do not
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and if tothe fire or tothe oven attached whichare itssurfaces that they crust enough time unless
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them  he will spoil  he stirs forif  itis permitted their baking thatit finishes untl so after  they remained
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intentionally  if  itssurfaces did crust not andstll anditbecame dark  to nightfall close  he placed andif
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that they can be made the time and he must wait Shabbos the departure of until fromthem  toeat  itisforbidden
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Shabbos of meals three  food for fromit toscrape off for him itis permitted unintentionally and if
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on a weekday does thathe in the manner witha baker's peel shall he scrape off not scrapesoff and when he
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toit  and similar witha knife unless

This balacha detailsthe restrictions on placing bread or cakes in an oven or on coals right before Shabbos, and the rules for removing them if they were

left there.
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Halacha 19 - Kindling a Fire Before Shabbos and the Probibition of Benefiting from an Unfinished Fire
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topof on whether the ground topof on whether thathe desires substance fromall a fire aperson  makes
133D DROAR AN MY wenwm ob Tivan mpbTm My
opposite it warms himself  or its light and he uses day fromwhile yet and he kindlesit a torch holder
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a flame that there is until darkness before the fire the majority of that he kindle and he must on Shabbos
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fromit tobenefit itisforbidden itsmajority he kindled not andif the Shabbos before on its own rising
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and if the flame that will rise  in order the wood and move it  he will stir lest a decree on Shabbos
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its circumference and the majority of its thickness the majority of  to kindle he must single  wood he kindled
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day  from while yet

This halacha discusses the requirement to kindle the majority of a fire before Shabbos so that the flame rises on its own, preventing one from stirring the

coalson Shabbos.
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Halacha 20 - Lighting the Bonfire in the Temple's Chamber of the Hearth Before Shabbos
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in the wood  the fire — we may set  in the Temple but  in the provinces are said words In what
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the Hearth the House of in the bonfire of
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they are careful because the priests

the coals he will stir lest suspect and we donot darkness  with

The Rabbinic decree against lighting a fire close to Shabbos due to the fear of stirring the coals does not apply in the Beis HaMikdash because the priests

are exceptionally careful.

n ; W i ETP .{ "J’S?"I ;1 ‘D’Ji? b W i'ﬁj T 73 n I?? -f :j Halacha 21 - Kindling a Bonfire of Reeds or Seeds Before Shabbos
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but  the majority to kindle necessary it is not seeds of or reeds of a bonfire If was
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that the fire because it to use itis permitted ~ Shabbos  before the fire inthem  thatstarted since
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or  the reeds one bound if therefore to stir required and one isnot  quickly  inthem  catches
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in them that there shall rise and itis necessary are like wood they behold in baskets the seeds placed
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Shabbos before  on its own a flame

This balacha discusses the conditions under which a fire made of fast-burning materials may be lit right before Shabbos without violating the

probibition of stirring the coals.

9 i'l?_: E’P? |-l' :U D"1 p f:l 73 i'lﬁj T 7: n |?‘? -f U Halacha 22 - Kindling a Bonfire from Fast-Burning Materials Before Shabbos
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or straw  of or wax of or fat of or sulfur of or tar of A bonfire
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ignites the fire because  Shabbos  before its majority to kindle required isnot  stubble of
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quickly them

Materialsthat catch fire rapidly do not requive their majority to be lit before Shabbos begins.

CHAPTER SUMMARY

The chapter begins by listing numerous permissible Friday activities that continue on Shabbos, including watering gardens,

scenting garments, applying medical bandages, soaking ink or wool, setting traps, and operating olive presses. It then




transitions to the laws of leaving food on a fire, explaining that uncooked food or food that improves with further cooking
cannot be left on an open fire unless the coals are swept out, covered with ash, or fueled by materials like straw that do not
produce lasting coals. Finally, the Rambam distinguishes between a standard range and a highly heat-retentive oven, ruling
that the intense heat of an oven prevents a person fromdiverting his mind, thereby forbidding one fromleaving unfinished or

heat-improving food in or near it even if the coals were swept or covered.

TWYN? WHAT TO TAKE HOME

The beautiful halachos of shehiyah—leaving our food to cook on its own over Shabbos—teach us a profound lesson in
emunah. The Torah allows us to start a process on Friday and let it finish on its own on Shabbos, because Shabbos is a day of
complete cessation from our own creative labor. Yet, Chazal stepped in with a warning: if the food isn't fully cooked, or if it
gets better the longer it sits, we cannot leave it on an open fire. Why? Lest we forget ourselves and stir the coals to speed up
the process. To permit it, we must cover the coals, showing we have completely diverted our minds from trying to control the

outcome.

How often in life do we seta process in motion—a business deal, a shidduch, a medical treatment—and then drive ourselves
crazy trying to "stir the coals” to make it happen faster? We worry, we intervene, and we try to force the results. The Rambam
is teaching us the spiritual art of letting go. Once you have done your proper, permitted effort before Shabbos, you must
cover your coals. You must declare that the results are entirely in the hands of Hashem, who makes things grow and mature

without your constant, anxious manipulation.

True menuchas hanefesh (peace of mind) comes from knowing when your job is done. When we cover the fire, we are
saying, "I did my part. Now, I step back and let Hashem run His world.” This Shabbos, when you see the blech covering the

fire, let it be a physical reminder to cover the fire of your weekday anxieties as well.

Today, identify one area of life where you have already done your necessary effort, and consciously "cover the coals” by

telling Hashemyou are stepping back and trusting Him to bring it to completion.
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L CHAPTER PREVIEW

We begin our learning of Pirkei Avos by establishing the golden chain of the mesorah, tracing how Moshe Rabbeinu received
the Torah at Sinai and passed it down through the generations. This holy transmission went from Yehoshua to the elders, the
prophets, and the Men of the Great Assembly, showing us that our oral tradition is unbroken and divine. From there, the

chapter introduces the early pairs of Sages, the Zugos, who carried the torch of Torah with immense holiness.

As we delve into their teachings, we find fundamental guidance for our daily avodah and yiras Shamayim. The Sages guide
us on how to build a home of Torah, how to conduct ourselves in judgment, how to treat our fellow Jews with warmth, and
how to guard our speech. We are introduced to the timeless wisdom of Hillel and Shammai, who teach us the path of peace,
diligence in learning, and serving Hashem with absolute sincerity.

All introductions, summaries, and contextual notes are the editor’s commentary and are not part of the original text.
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Mishna 1- The Chain of Torah Transmission and the Three Directives of the Great Assembly
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and the elders to the elders and Yehoshua  to Yehoshua  and transmitted it from Sinai  Torah received Moshe
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three said They the Great  the Assembly to the Men of transmitted it and the prophets  to the prophets
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for the Torah a fence and make many disciples and establish  in judgment  deliberate Be things

This Mishnab establishesthe unbroken chain of Torab transmission from Sinai down to the Sages of the Great Assembly, who provided foundational

guidance for judges and teachers.

7 n 1 y n? 1 ya nn’b SJW =’1 ;7 U Mishna 2- The Three Pillars Upon Which the World Stands
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on say would  he the Great the Assembly from the remnantsof  was  the Righteous ~ Shimon
navony By 7Y BYY MR DY LTRiy o%iyn oot ity
acts of and on the Temple service and on the Torah  on stands the world things three
:0779n
kindness

Shimon the Righteous teachesthat the existence of the world depends upon Torah study, the Temple service, and acts of lovingkindness.




ﬂ"?_: g’ N-rl ~h| H; UB?: EW :j n -_f 12 y Mishna 3 - Serving Hashem Out of Love and the Fear of Heaven
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be do not say would  he the Righteous from Shimon received Socho a man of Antigonus
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like servants  be but  areward toreceive condition on the master — who serve like servants
DRy NI Y 02 PaR? N Py NPYW 277 NN puwnwng
Heaven the fearof andletbe areward toreceive condition on not the master — who serve
:02°7Y
upon you

Antigonusof Socho teaches that one should serve Hashem without the expectation of receiving a reward, while maintaining a constant fear of Heaven.

D’?ﬁ.:) U 792 :1 1-111 n U N? ; i? Mishna 4 - The Transmission of Torah and Honoring the Sages
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Yose fromthem received Yerushalayim manof Yochanan ben and Yose Zeredah manof Yoezer ben Yose
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and be  for the Sages meeting a house of your house let be says Zeredah man of Yoezer ben
;DT NN NRE2 iYW 1M LD TEY2 paNnn
their words —  with thirst  drinking and be their feet in the dust of attaching yourself

Yose ben Yoezer and Yose ben Yochanan transmit the tradition, advising one to make their home a gathering place for Sages.

.'ItTZ? NEI oy n U ’w VAYRY 29 IND QQD ] Mishna 5 - Hospitality to the Poor and Limiting Conversation with Women
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and let be wide open  your house letbe says Yerushalayim  a man of Yochanan sonof Yose
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they said  with his wife the woman with conversation increase and donot yourhousehold membersof poor people
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increases thata man the time all the Sages said fromhere his fellow with the wife of and heavy a light
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and his end Torah from words of and desists  to himself evil  he causes the woman with conversation

D3P WY
Gehinnom he inherits

Yose ben Yochanan teaches the importance of keeping a home open to the poor and warns against excessive conversation with women, which distracts from

Torah study.




| : Cl q’? n:P’ :-l :]17 I'I'CZ? s_’ Mishna 6 - Appointing a Teacher, Acquiring a Companion, and Judging Others Favorably
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says Perachyah sonof Yehoshua fromthem received the Arbelite and Nittai Perachyah son of Yehoshua
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man every — judging andbe a companion foryourself andacquire a teacher foryourself make
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merit  to the scale of

This Mishnab teaches the importance of spiritual mentorship, friendship, and giving others the benefit of the doubt.

s’tpj}:ﬂ 57"1 1 3T§7 7: i'li??:l -1 U Mishna 7 - Distancing Oneself from an Evil Neighbor and the Wicked
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with the wicked ~ associate  and donot whoisevil froma neighbor distance yourself says the Arbelite Nittai
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retribution of despair and do not

Nittai the Arbelite warns against associating with bad influences and reminds us that divine justice isinevitable.

1’1 t‘ 9? y; ﬂy 121 t‘ .ﬂ;:lltl Mishna 8- The Conduct of a Judge Toward Litigants
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says Tabbai sonof Yehudah fromthem received Shetach sonof and Shimon Tabbai sonof Yehudah
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standing  judgment the mastersof and whenare the judges like the arrangersof yourself  make  donot
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they should be  from before you and when they are like wicked ones in youreyes they should be  before you

dismissed
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the judgment —  upon themselves when they accepted like innocent ones in your eyes

Yebudah ben Tabbai teaches that a judge must remain completely impartial, avoiding advocacy and viewing both parties equally during and after the

trial.
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Mishna 9- Thorough Interrogation of Witnesses and Caution in the Words of Judges
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careful and be the witnesses —  toinvestigate much be says Shetach son of  Shimon
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to lie they will learn  from within them lest with your words




Shimon ben Shetach warns judges to cross-examine witnesses thoroughly and to speak carefully so as not to inadvertently teach them howto fabricate

testimony.

m :;ﬁ—tl n B’J!ZH ﬂ; N? 73 tl n ; EI?S Mishna 10- Loving Work and Shunning Lovdship and G ent Intimacy
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— and hate work — love says Shemaiah  fromthem received and Abtalion Shemaiah
Y7 YTIOR PN PR
to the ruling authority make yourself known and donot lordship

Shemaiah and Abtalion teach the importance of honest labor, avoiding positionsof power, and keeping a safe distance from the ruling authorities.
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Mishna 11- A Warning to Sages to Guard Their Words to Prevent Desecration of Heaven's Name
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exile  the obligation of you will obligate lest with your words  be careful Sages says Avtalyon
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after you who come the disciples and they will drink the evil waters toa place of and you will be exiled
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is profaned Heaven the Name of and it will be found and they will die

Avtalyon warns Torah scholars to speak with extreme precision so that heretical disciples do not misinterpret their words and stray after false doctrines.

Mishna 12 The Conduct of Hillel to Love Peace and Draw Creations Close to Torah
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loving Aharon of  fromthe disciples  be says Hillel fromthem received and Shammai Hillel
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to the Torah and drawing them the creations — loving peace and pursuing  peace
close

Hillel teaches that one should emulate Abaron the Koben Gadol by actively pursuing peace and bringing people closer to the Torah through love.

i'l'ﬂj.'n ’? | D::1 ﬂlg.}: lpEkeloh Mishna 13- The Danger of Secking Fame and Neglecting Torah Study
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ceases add and one who does not  hisname destroys his name one who makes great say used to  He
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passesaway of the crown and one who makesuse deserves — death learn and one who does not

This Mishnah warns against using Torah knowledge for self-aggrandizement and emphasizes the necessity of continnous study.




" -f N’? ]? 19n 3 s_’: 17 57 D’? ﬂ;ﬂ m tl Mishna 14 - The Obligation of Personal Responsibility and Avoiding Procrastination
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amI  what fornyselfalone And whenIam isforme who formyself I not If say used to  He
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when now not Andif

Hillel teaches that a person must take personal responsibility for their own spiritual growth and act without delay.
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Mishna 15 - Making Torah Study Fixed, Speaking Little and Doing Much, and Welcoming Everyone Warmly
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—  receiving and be much and do little say fixed  your Torah  make says Shammai
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face expression of witha cheerful  person  every

Shammai teachesthe importance of establishing a fixed schedule for Torah study, prioritizing actions over words, and greeting every person with a

pleasant and welcoming countenance.

175 Q t‘ T 73 I-IE U ﬂ tﬁ :1_ qb HW §7 Mishna 16 - Appointing a Teacher and Avoiding Donbt and Estimations in Tithing
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and donot  doubt from and remove yourself a teacher foryourself make say would Gamliel Rabban
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by estimation  to tithe increase

Rabban Gamliel teachesthe importance of establishing a halachic authority to resolve donbts and avoiding guesswork when performing mitzvos like

tithing.

"112"]‘[1 ’JD 17}_7 E'IWS_H_J [H n'li?’ﬂWij n?y?_: Mishna 17 - The Virtue of Silence and Action Over Mere Wordss
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better for the body did I find and not the Sages among Igrewup nydays all says hisson  Shimon
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who increases and anyone the action but  the main thing is the study  and not silence than
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sin brings words

Shimon the son of Rabban Gamliel teachesthat silence isthe best path for the body, and that practical action is superior to mere study and excessive

speech.




Mishna 18 - Justice Truth and Peace Upon Which the World Stands
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justice  on stands the world things three on says Gamliel ben  Shimon  Rabban
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judge peace  and judgmentof truth 8 Zechariah asitissaid peace and on truth and on
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in your gates

Rabban Shimon ben Gamliel teaches that the preservation of human society depends upon the three pillars of justice, truth, and peace.

CHAPTER SUMMARY

The chapter opens with the Men of the Great Assembly and Shimon the Righteous establishing the pillars of the world,
followed by Antigonus of Socho's warning to serve Hashem without expecting reward. We then progress through the
teachings of the Zugos: Yose ben Yoezer and Yose ben Yochanan on bringing Sages and the poor into our homes; Yehoshua
ben Perachiah and Nittai the Arbelite on acquiring teachers and avoiding evil neighbors; Yehudah ben Tabbai and Shimon
ben Shetach on careful justice; and Shemaiah and Abtalion on avoiding the ruling power and guarding one’s words. Finally,
Hillel and Shammai teach us to pursue peace, fix our Torah study, and receive everyone with a pleasant countenance,
leading into the instructions of Rabban Gamaliel and his son Shimon on silence and action, and concluding with Rabban

Shimon ben Gamaliel's declaration that the world stands on justice, truth, and peace.

TPYR? WHAT TO TAKE HOME

My dear friend, look at how this first chapter of Pirkei Avos begins. It does not start with abstract philosophies, but with a
chain of transmission: Moshe received the Torah from Sinai and passed it down, generation after generation, until it reached
us. This tells us that our Torah is not a theory; itis a living, breathing legacy of connection. When you learn, you are not just
reading a book, you are joining a chain of holy souls. And what do these sages tell us? They tell us that the world stands on
Torah, avodah, and gemilus chasadim, and that the ultimate goal of all our learning is not just to speak, but to do. Shimon his

son says it clearly: 'Study is not the most important thing, but actions.’

Think about Shammai's golden rule: 'Say little, but do much, and receive all men with a pleasant countenance." How often
do we promise ourselves or others big things, only to fall short? The Torah wants us to build our lives on quiet, solid action.
When you greet another Yid with a warm, genuine smile, you are literally sustaining the world. You are bringing the peace

and truth that Rabban Shimon ben Gamaliel says keeps the world standing.

Let us also take to heart the famous words of Hillel: 'If T am not for nyself, who is for me? But if T am for my own self, whatam
I? And if not now, when?' We cannot wait for someone else to do our avodah for us, nor can we live only for ourselves. We

must step up, take responsibility for our spiritual growth, and do it today, without putting it off.

Today, choose one small, concrete action instead of just talking about it. When you meet someone, greet them with a
genuine, warmsmile and a pleasant countenance, and make a fixed five minutes to learn Torah today without any

distractions.
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The Five Daily Kapitlach

L CHAPTER PREVIEW

These are the five kapitlach of Tehillimsaid every single day: 32, 43, 83, 121, and 130, each set word for word with its English

meaning. They are gathered here as one section so the whole daily Tehillim can be said and downloaded together.

All introductions and contextual notes are the editor's commentary and are not part of the original text.
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TPYR? WHAT TO TAKE HOME
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When you feel weighed down by your mistakes, do not keepsilent or try to hide them. Open your heart to Hashemin honest
confession, and then immediately shift your focus to absolute trust in His forgiveness and constant protection, knowing that

He never slumbers and is always guarding your steps.

Today, the moment you feel a heavy heart or a sense of spiritual distance, stop what you are doing, speak to Hashemin your

own words to acknowledge your mistake, and then say out loud: "My help is from Hashem, who forgives and guards ny soul.'
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