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CBEHA'ALOTCHA - 2ND ALIYAH )

LJ CHAPTER PREVIEW

In this aliyah, we continue learning about the special avodah of the Levi'im. After their purification process and being
designated as an elevation offering, they are finally ready to enter the Mishkan to perform their sacred service. Hashem
explains that the Levi'imare formally assigned to Himin place of the firstborn of Bnei Yisrael, whom Hashemhad consecrated

to Himself when He smote the firstborn in Mitzrayim.

We also learn about the age limits set for the Levi'imin their service. The Torah establishes the years during which they are fit
for the heavy labor of the Tent of Meeting, and at what age they must retire from this physical work and transition to assisting

their brothers by standing guard.

All introductions, summaries, and contextual notes are the editor's commentary and are not part of the original text.

anR  PATwY  TYin BOR NN Tay? ombn N2 1D NN

them and you shall purify Meeting the Tentof — toserve the Levites shall come that And after

;7R OO PRI

asa wave offering  them  and you shall wave

2 P02

by e non b M2 Tinm o9 man Dang owan: v
every the opening of in place of Yisrael the children of fromamong toMe they are given given For
9% onk onnpR XA Caam B> Moz om
for Myself  them T have taken Yisrael from the children of all  the firstborn of womb
g2
PR Do3Ing L RERD ooa;ny .mtam Boam
tosing given for carrying given given Given
g2

Salakial-Ip it}

the opening of opening of

102

~
o

A




o o3 mNe: oTXD R 33 M2 %) 07 %p

of My smiting on the day and among beast among man Yisrael among the children of firstborn every toMeis For

7% DOR CAYTRT 0778 PIND 72 93
toMe them Iconsecrated Mitzrayim in the land of firstborn every
A

amPy Nl LTI 2 nivisn R sHY msa b5 B ss

them because Iprotected  justice by theline of the firstborn  theybecame Mine firstborn every toMe For

WYY JPayI  WRY Ty — % oniN oAmpy) ogn 0103 13

andItook  Mitzrayim the firstborn of distinguishing between

"BN7T NY Ny

the Levites — and Itook

PN 322 9952 93 non onPI NN mEN

among the children of firstborn every instead of the Levites —  And I took

andnow  with the Calf that theyerred until forMe them

Yisrael

TY? SR C32 Tiam o ¢IPY TAON? DOIn3 oMPD NN AN

to perform Yisrael the children of fromamong and tohissons toAaron aspresents the Levites —  AndIgave

XA Ca2 Dy 0%y Tyim BNz BN C12 nTay O

Yisrael the children of for andtoatone Meeting in the Tent of Yisrael the children of the service of —

DY ORI M2 MW M BN R mm o N
among the children of willbe  so there not

the Sanctuary

to Yisrael the children of when drawing near a plague Yisrael

A

S_?"‘Tﬁ;'l? ;i1 RPR2 58'1?;7? %12 MR DORYD OwRn A FanNY

tomake known this inaverse Yisrael the children of are mentioned times Five etc. ~ AndIhave given

AN SR AR 1233 TON NIRRT PR nan

Torah  books of the  the five corresponding to the one inaverse  theirmentions thatisrepeated their belovedness

number of
"23 SN°RT 9N
- 0 . T T
in Bereishis Rabbah Isaw and so

"1

axy LWIPT DX nwa?  onpy KDY a1 SNews 122 N

forif  the Sanctuary to toapproach theywillneed sothatnot aplague Yisrael among the childrenof there shallbe and not




My mm W

aplague there willbe theyapproach

Pasuk 6

753 OMP? PN a2 NIy PR TN Mwn oy

according to all to the Levi'im Yisrael the children of the congregation of and all and Aharon Moshe And did

PN 32 onp Wy T» oMP? MmN mm o oMy WK

Yisrael the children of tothem  did so concerning the Levi'im Moshe — Hashem commanded  that

!

bNﬁTW’ﬂ ,12°317 Tﬂfl?_ﬁ 17°RY7 HWTJ S nTy 99 19N AwR WY
the congregation of andall and Aaron Moshe Anddid
DTS NN 19mD
theirhands —  placed

and Israel ~ waved them and Aaron presented them Moshe  etc

Pasuk 7

TPEN DON IO M DPTIR 0E2 oMPn wwnnn

them  Aharon and waved their clothes and they washed the Levites And they purified

as a wave-offering
themselves

:DqY? I8 DPRY 9N MM 3e?

to purify them  Aharon forthem and made atonement Hashem before

Pasuk 8

°1997 1ION °307 Tyin PHN2 ONTaY NN T2Y? 0177 N2 12 0N

and before Aharon  before Meeting inthe Tentof theirservice —  toperform the Levites came that And after
:of7 WY 12 ONPT DY MU AR MM mME WRD 12

tothem theydid so the Levites concerning Moshe —  Hashem commanded as his sons

g3

Jo2 npyim PRiyn maw o 7oA AWy 1S .. ' M8 WwNS

Hashem commanded As

20y K% oo TNy

delay didnot of them thatone

upon them and those performed those whoperformed the praise of  totell  theydid so

Pasuk 9

ARRD YR DR M 921

saying Moshe to  Hashem And spoke




Pasuk 10

NI} Tym) MY DY) wRn am mmY? UK AN

he shall enter and upward years  and twenty five from the age of applies to the Levites is that which ~ This
Tyin PR N7y N2¥ NoXD
Meeting  the Tentof in the service of the legion  tojoin
A
: "D 19 Do Bn2 200D PRInD RY 2°70iR DAY .EtitR WK NNt
24 Chullin Sifrei them  disqualify  blemishes butnot disqualify years  belongs tothe Levites  which  This
A

NI, 'T 927R2 MY oowhW  13n" miN NN Dipnay .ovwyy wano fan

Behold 4  Bamidbar  years" thirty "fromasonof itsays another andinaplace andtwenty five From a son of

120 Doaw wnn TRivy  PT7iay niobth TRbh N3 a"d 2R 773D

andasonof  years five  andhestudies service  thelawsof tolearn hecomes twenty-five fromasonof how is this

W DU WHN2 ANIWR3 NDY 190 NN NPY TRbnP INDn TRy Dowhw
again  years in five inhisstudy good  asign see  whodidnot forastudent Fromhere performs service thirty

: T"3 12N 9P AR AN

242 Chullin Sifrei see he does not

Pasuk 11

TIY TaY? N9Y NTRYT O NAgm W MW oownn e

anymore he shall work and not  the work  from the service of he shall return  years fifty and froma son of
g
DUIYY  nPoya? NI MM DA Anoa  Kin nTiay 1w 7ayc K™Y
gates for the dlosingof ~ he  returns  but  ontheshoulder carrying theservice of more serve  and he shall not
ARI3ND MmNk By — YN NN Ny M Lnivay tyuRy vu?
like its Targum  his brothers  with his brothers —  and heshallserve andthisis ~ wagons  andtoload and for singing

T2y NS NTaYY NOnwn anwh Tying BON2 PoN AN naeh

perform  he shallnot butservice  the charge toguard Meeting in the Tentof his brothers —  And he shall minister

:OnRYRa oNP? nyn M3
in their charges to the Levites you shall do )

1

:NiyeRT nywa  7oMinhy oopaty LaNY 2020 niand mnwn anw®

the journeys atthe time of andtodismantle andtoerect thetent around toencamp  the charge tokeep

CHAPTER SUMMARY




The aliyah describes how Moshe, Aaron, and all of Bnei Yisrael carried out Hashem's command to purify and dedicate the
Levi'im, who washed their clothes and were presented by Aaron as an elevation offering to make expiation for them. Once
purified, the Levi'imbegan their service in the Tent of Meeting under the direction of Aaron and his sons. Finally, Hashem
commands Moshe regarding the age requirements for the Levi'im, initiating theminto the work force fromthe age of twenty-
five, retiring them fromactive labor at fifty, and permitting them thereafter only to assist their brothers in guarding the

sanc tuary.

HW}??:? WHAT TO TAKE HO ME

My dear talmid, look at how the Torah describes the life of a Levi. When a Levi reaches the age of fifty, he retires from the
heavy physical labor of carrying the Mishkan, but the Torah says he does not stop serving. Instead, he transitions to a new
role: he stands guard, he guides, and he assists his younger brothers. Hashemis teaching us a profound lesson about our own
avodah. In life, our strengths and situations change. There are times when we can carry heavy loads, and times when our

energy or circumstances shift. A Yid never retires fromserving Hashem; we simply change how we serve.

Sometimes we feel down because we cannot do a certain mitzvah or learn with the same intensity as we did in our younger
years, or perhaps a new life circumstance like parnassah or family needs has shifted our schedule. The yetzer hara wants you to
think that if you cannot do what you used to do, your service is no longer valuable. But the Torah shows us the opposite. The
older Levites who stood guard and supported others were just as essential to the Mishkan as those carrying the heavy vessels.

Every stage of life has its own beautiful, holy mission.

Today, look at your current situation without comparing it to the past or to anyone else. Ask yourself: "What is the unique
avodah that Hashem wants from me right now, with the strength and time I have today?" Embrace that specific role with joy,

knowing that this is exactly where Hashem wants you to stand guard.
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L THE SUGYA

In this daf; we continue our deep dive into the halachos of get (divorce) and bills of manumission, exploring the subtle
differences in how agency operates when a husband or master wishes to retract. The Gemara guides us through a beautiful
analysis of how these halachos compare to the halachos of kiddushin (betrothal), showing us the profound distinction

between an agency that can be enacted against a recipient’s will and one that requires full consent.

We then begin a new Mishnah that introduces the status of Samaritans (Kuthim) in signing documents. The Gemara
immediately launches into a classic analysis of our Mishnah's authorship, comparing it to a baraita regarding the reliability of
Samaritans in other mitzvos, such as baking matza for Pesach, and secking to understand their halachic status as witnesses.

All introductions, summaries, and contextual notes are the editor's commentary and are not part of the original text.
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Rather, the practical difference between them s in a case where the signatures on the document are unambiguous gentile
names. The first Tanna holds that we decree against such a document because of the concern that the husband may have

delivered it before these same gentile witnesses, whereas Rabbi Shimon holds that we do not make such a decree.
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The Gemara objects: But the law of re traction, where a husband can retract his agency before the get reaches his wife, is a law of
Torah status, and yet the Baraita teaches it as one of the points of comparison! This disproves the distinction between Torah and

Rabbinic laws.
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Rather, we must explain that when the Baraita teaches points of comparison, it only teaches a matter that does not apply to

kiddushin; but a matter that does apply to kiddushin, the Baraita does not teach.
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The Gemara asks: But the law of retraction itself is indeed applicable in kiddushin, as a man can retract his agency to betroth a

woman!
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The Gemara answers: The Baraita refers to agency that can be executed against her will, which is applicable in divorce, since a
husband can divorce his wife against her will, but is not applicable in kiddushin, since a woman cannot be betrothed against her

will.
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MISHNAH: Any document that has a Samaritan witness signed upon it is invalid, except for bills of divorce of women

and bills of manumission of slaves.
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Anincident occurred where they brought before Rabban Gamliel to the village of Otnai a bill of divorce of a woman,

and its witnesses were Samaritan witnesses, and he validated it.

GEMARA
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GEMARA: Whose opinion is expressed in our Mishnah? It is not that of the first Tanna, and not that of Rabbi Elazar, and
not that of Rabban Shimon ben Gamliel as cited in a Baraita.
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As it is taught in a Baraita: The matzah of a Samaritan is permitted to be eaten on Pesach, and a person fulfills his

obligation with it on Pesach because we do not suspect them of failing to guard it against becoming chametz.
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Rabbi Elazar prohibits cating their matzah, because they are not expert in the fine details of the mitzvos.
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Rabban Shimon ben Gamliel says: Any mitzvah that the Samaritans have adopted, they are much more exacting in its

observance than are Jews.
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The Gemara analyzes: Whose opinion is the Mishnah? If it is that of the first Tanna, who trusts them completely, then even

other documents should also be valid when signed by Samaritan witnesses!
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If it is that of Rabbi Elazar, who does not trust thembecause they are not expert in the details of mitzvos, then even a bill of

divorce of a woman should also not be valid!
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And if it is that of Rabban Shimon ben Gamliel: If it is a mitzvah that they adopted, then even other documents should

also be valid; if it is a mitzvah that they did not adopt, then even a bill of divorce of a woman should also not be valid!
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And if you would say that the Mishnah indeed follows Rabban Shimon ben Gamliel, and they adopted this mitzvah of

divorce but did not adopt that mitzvah of other documents,
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if so, why specifically does the Mishnah validate a get with only one Samaritan witness? Even if there are two Samaritan

witnesses, it should also be valid!
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Why, then, did Rabbi Elazar say in explaining our Mishnah: They only validated in it a single Samaritan witness alone?
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The Gemara answers: Actually, the Mishnah is according to Rabbi Elazar, and it is a case where a Jew signed at the end, after

the Samaritan witness.

SUMMARY

The Gemara begins by resolving a difficulty regarding the comparison between bills of divorce and manumission, explaining
that the baraita only lists halachos that do not apply to kiddushin. It clarifies that while a husband can appoint an agent to
divorce his wife against her will, one cannot appoint an agent to betroth a woman against her will. Moving to the new
Mishnah, we learn that documents signed by Samaritan witnesses are generally invalid, except for bills of divorce and
manumission. The Gemara analyzes this ruling against the views of the first tanna, Rabbi Elazar, and Rabban Shimon ben
Ganliel regarding Samaritan reliability, ultimately explaining according to Rabbi Elazar thata getis only valid when a

Samaritan signs alongside a valid Jewish witness who signs last.
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In our Gemara, we learn about the Samaritans (Kutim) and their relationship to mitzvos. Rabban Shimon ben Gamiliel teaches
a profound principle: "With regard to any mitzva that the Samaritans embraced and accepted, they are more exacting in its
observance than are Jews."” When they took ownership of a specific mitzva, they became incredibly meticulous, pouring their

entire heart and energy into its details.

This is a powerful mirror for our own avodah. We all have certain mitzvos or areas of Yiddishkeit that we naturally connect to,
where we feel a deep sense of ownership and joy. But the real test of a servant of Hashemis how we treat the mitzvos we

haven't yet fully "embraced"—the ones we perform out of cold habit, or the ones we find tedious and difficult.

If we only show enthusiasm for the parts of Torah that fit our personality, we are missing the essence of kabalas ol, accepting
the yoke of Heaven. True growth happens when we take a mitzva we usually rush through and decide to "embrace” it,

learning its halachos and treating it with the same care we give to our favorite spiritual pursuits.

Today, choose one small mitzva or halacha that you usually do on autopilot—such as saying a specific berachah slowly, or
showing extra patience to a family member—and treat it with the utmost care and focus, as if it is the most precious mitzva

you own.
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L CHAPTER PREVIEW

In this chapter, we begin learning the essential halachos of hadlakas neiros, the kindling of the Shabbos lamp. Hashem's Sages
instituted this holy obligation not as an optional matter, but as a binding duty incumbent upon every Jewish home to bring
about shalombayis and trueoneg Shabbos. We will sce how far one must go to fulfill this mitzvah, even if it means begging

fromdoor to door, and the proper berachah to be recited before kindling.

We will also learn the practical guidelines for using the light of the Shabbos lamp once it is lit, ensuring we do not come to tilt
the lamp on Shabbos. Additionally, the chapter discusses the proper timing for lighting before sunset, the special connection
Jewish women have to this beautiful avodah, and the husband's responsibility to gently remind his household to prepare for

the holy Shabbos.

All introductions, summaries, and contextual notes are the editor’s commentary and are not part of the original text.
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This halacha establishes that lighting the Shabbos lamp is a mandatory Rabbinic obligation incumbent upon all, even requiring one to beg for oil if

necessary, to ensure Shabbos joy and peace in the home.
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This halacha outlinesthe Rabbinic probibition against reading or examining items closely by the light of a Shabboslamp, enacted to prevent one from

accidentally tilting the lamp to draw the oil closer.
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Halacha 3 - The Time for Lighting the Shabbos Lamp and the Obligations of Men and Women
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This balacha details the requirement to light the Shabbos lamp before sunset, the primary role of women in this mitzvah, the husband’s duty to remind

his household, and the probibition of lighting during twilight.
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This halacha defines the doubtful period of twilight, known as beyn hash'mashot, and the criteria for the definitive onset of night.
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This balacha defines which materials may be used to make wicks for the Shabbos lights and requires that the flame catch onto most of the exposed wick.
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This balacha discusses the permissibility of winding a valid wick material around an invalid one, depending on whether the intent isto increase the

light or merely to support the wick.
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Halacha 7 - Placing Salt in a Lamp and Kindling a Bonfire from Invalid Wicks
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This balacha discusses preparations made on Friday to improve a Shabbos lamp, and clarifies that wicks invalid for Shabbos candles may still be used in
a bonfire.

n ; W 9 Jb m 77 N 51 I:’J?Q tZ? ’? g DB Halacha 8 - Unacceptable Oils and Wicks for the Shabbos Lamp

PIY IR TPONBT 0N R RTY TP NIWR 93 pRvTRY my

oils but the wick after drawn be must  for Shabbos withit  that we kindle Oil
2pm MR PR ) MUY non 1 MYNET NN PIYR PNY
and tallow and sheep'stail kik andoilof and wax tar  suchas the wick after drawn that are not
WRD PRY MDD PR PR MR im0 PRI PN
the fire  that not with wicks kindle do we not what and because of with them kindle we do not
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will be lest a decree the wick after drawn that are not with oils and not onthem  catches
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its light that he uses at the time it and he will tilt ~ dim  the lamp the light of

The Sages probibited using poor-quality oils and wicks for Shabbos lamps ro prevent one from tilting the lamp to improve its light on Shabbos.
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Halacha 9 - Lighting the Shabbos Lamp with Melted Tallow and Mixtures of Unacceptable Oils
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and lights thatitis  any oil into them one puts that dissolved fish and entrails of that he melted Tallow
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with them that we light with oils he mixed them evenif withthem we light that not oils but
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drawn that they are not because shall he light  not




This halacha discusses the permissibility of lighting Shabboslamps with melted tallow or fish entrails when mixed with acceptable oil, and the

probibition of using mixtures containing unacceptable oils.
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Halacha 10 - Materials Forbidden for Lighting on Shabbos Due to Danger and Odor
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and an obligation and goout he will leave it lest isbad thatitssmell because with pine sap light We do not
MRS ONBYW 290 MY Capm %2 K LA NI awhh vhy
he will take lest isgood thatitssmell because withbalsamoil and not the lamp by the light of  tosit is upon him
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and even white withnaphtha and not isvolatile  thatit  because and furthermore the lamp from fromit
ML TP NI Ay MY ciEm Pna
danger  tothe handsof and he will come isvolatile ~ thatit  because ona weekday

This halacha details the Rabbinic probibitions against using certain foul-smelling, highly fragrant, or volatile substances as fuel for the Shabbos lamp.

n ; E? -\J n I??-f Ub E’W W : i n’:@ W i Halacha 11 - Oils Permitted Ab Initio for Lighting the Shabbos Lamp
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and turnip and sesame radish  oilof suchas oils with other ab initio to light It is permitted
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alone the Sages  thatenumerated these except isforbidden not tothem  similar  and all

This halacha clarifiesthat besides olive 0il, other common oils are permitted abinitio for lighting the Shabboslamp, and only those specifically

forbidden by the Sages are restricted.
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Halacha 12 - The Decree Against Taking Oil from a Lamp and the Probibition of Muktzeh
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thatitshould  inorder  the lamp the opening of over oil filled with perforated a vessel a person shall place Not
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the wick the end of and place the lamp beside and placeit ol a bowl with shall he fill And not drip

PIIW MWD M NP NRY M NN NOAY 2°3w3 m3ing

thatisin the vessel  the oil ~ from he will take lest A decree draw thatitshould  in order into it
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the oil  from on Shabbos tobenefit And itisforbidden in the lamp become repugnant ithasnot  since

NI CIER 3T M W3 APEXY (Wm An3D vEKY i3 PRI

it is because the lamp from itdripped andevenif thelamp itwentout andevenif withit thatwaskindled
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withlime the lamp  to the oil  init thathas the vessel he attached Andif prohibition by reason of muktzeh
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itis permitted to them and the like  or withclay

The Sages probibited placing an external vessel of 0il to feed a lamp on Shabbos lest one take from that oil, which is muktzeb.
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Halacha 13- The Probibition of Nullifying a Utensil and Placing Water Under Sparks
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the utensil he nullifies because on Shabbos oil init toreceive thelamp wunder a utensil place We do not
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the lamp under autensil And we may place itispermitted day while it wasyet he placedit andif fromitsreadiness
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nullified it he hasnot and behold substance in them there is not because sparks init toreceive on Shabbos
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he because Shabbos fromthe eve of andeven water into it Toplace Butitisforbidden  from carrying it
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the sparks the extinguishing of  hastens

This balacha discusses the probibition of making a utensil unusable on Shabbos by catching dripping oil, and the restriction against placing water to

extinguish falling sparks.

n ; W : 9379 i N’? K b 21 ‘.'lkg’ﬂ P 90N Halacha 14 - The Probibition of Reading and Searching for Lice by the Light of a Lamp on Shabbos
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high andevenif thelamp by the lightof  read and not the lamp by the light of searchforlice One may not
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not isin the upperone and the lamp this topof on this houses ten and even storeys two
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and if andtilt  he will forget lest in the lower one by its light ~ shall he search forlice and not shall he read
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one  since each the lamp before toread they are permitted ~ one  inasubject reading two they were
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of them one  since each  subjects intwo  not but  he forgets if  hisfellow reminds of them
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with his subject is occupied

This halacha detailsthe Rabbinic decree forbidding reading or searching garments for lice by the light of an oil lamp on Shabbos, enacted to prevent

one from accidentally tilting the lamp to drawthe oil.




ﬂ;!;?: 9 JU 23 NI? T ;1_1 N P’J’n .HB’W ]7 Halacha 15 - Children and Their Teacher Reading by Lamp Light on Shabbos

PIN MMYR W 3w WT MNP 121 °3D? 1P nipienn

but  watches them the teacher because the lamp by the light of their teacher before mayread  The children
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at the scroll to look to him and there is upon him fear of them there isno because read  maynot  he
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and after tohave themread needs that he the passage  the beginning of he sees until the lamp by the light of
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before him read and they in theirhand the scroll he places that

This halacha discusses the Rabbinic decree against reading by the light of an oil lamp on Shabbos, which is relaxed for children under their teacher's

SUPErvISLOn.

n ; W: 9 :U 13 Nb E’b : n |?’-f : ko] N Halacha 16 - Probibition of Checking Vessels by the Light of a Lamp on Shabbos
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itis forbidden ~ much  withexamination except distinguishable and are not tothat this thatresemble Vessels
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Therefore  and tilt  he will forget lest between them and to distinguish  the lamp  to the light of  to bring them close
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the lamp to the light of  and bowls cups to check forhim itis forbidden permanent whoisnot anattendant
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kerosene  of  withalamp whether olives oil of of  withalamp whether recognize them thathe doesnot because
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the lamp to the light of tocheck for him itis permitted permanent anattendant But isgreat whose light

cups
olives  oil of of alamp itwas Andif  much examination need  thathe doesnot because and bowls
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he will take lest adecree ispermitted thathe though - andeven tocheck him instruct we donot
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from it

This halacha detailsthe Rabbinic decree against examining items by candlelight on Shabbos due to the concern that one might forgetfully tilt the lamp

to improve the light.
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Halacha 17 - Opening a Door Near a Lamp or Fire and Placing a Shabbos Lamp on a Tree
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toopen itisforbidden the door thatisbehind A lamp

thathe because in hisusual way and tolock the door
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and it is forbidden that he locks and at the time that he opens at the time he must be careful rather extinguishes it
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on it blowing the wind  that should be in order on Shabbos  the bonfire  opposite  the door — to open
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Shabbos  of  the lamp and we may place common awind except there thatthereisnot though - and even
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worry and he need not to the ground thatisattached atree topof on

This balacha discusses the restrictions on opening doors near flames due to the risk of extinguishing or fanning them, and the permissibility of placing a

Shabbos lamp on a tree.

n ; W 29¥2 9 Q1 174 o ny°pn Halacha 18 - Blowing the Shofar on Friday Afternoon to Announce Shabbos
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Shabbos on the eve of blasts six  in them blow Yisrael of and towns provinces All
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and all the province the people of all  tomake heard in order blow they would  high  andina place
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its the outskirts the people of

This balacha describes the ancient practice of blowing the shofar on Friday afternoon to signalthe community to cease work and prepare for Shabbos.
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and fromdoing and from digging from plowing in the fields those who stand  refrained first A blast
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that will come until the city toenter are permitted the close ones and not thatisin the field  melacha
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all of them and they will enter the distant ones

and the shutters are open the stores and still once at
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and still the stores and were locked  the shutters were removed asecond  to blow he began  are resting
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third a blast to blow he began  the stove topof on areresting and the pots  the hot water
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and he waits the candles — and they lit  the one who insulates and insulated the one who removes removed
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and he blows a teki'ah in the oven bread to stick enoughtime or small afish  toroast enough time

NN yRim yom

and he rests and he blows a teki'ah and he blows a teru'ah

| This halacha details the sequence of the six shofar blasts sounded on Friday afternoon to signal the progressive cessation of work and the onset of Shabbos.
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n ; W ’N¥1 n : 1n ; W :157 : 9 ?1 v Nl V’Pn Halacha 20 - Sounding the Shofar on Erev Shabbos and Motzaei Shabbos
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the sun  to the setting of  close and the third at Minchah it one sounds first The sounding
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the people  to permit the stars the emergence of  after  Shabbos atthe departure of they sound and likewise
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for their labors

This halacha details the timing of the shofar blasts sounded on Friday afternoon to usher in Shabbos and on Saturday night to signal the resumption of

weekday activities.
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Halacha 21 - Shofar Blowing and Havdalah on Yom Kippur and Yom Tov Adjacent to Shabbos
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to be ifitfell ~ sounding  were they not Shabbos on the eve of to be that fell Kippur Yom
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to be thatfell Tov A Yom do they recite havdalah and not dothey sound not Shabbos on the departure of
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the Shabbos after to be ifit fell do they recite havdalah and not they sound Shabbos on the eve of
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do they sound and not they recite havdalah

This balacha detailsthe laws of sounding the shofar and reciting havdalah when Yom Kippur or Yom Tov occurs immediately before or after Shabbos.

CHAPTER SUMMARY

The chapter establishes that lighting the Shabbos lamp is an absolute obligation for both men and women, requiring a
berachah beforehand and taking precedence even over Kiddush for the sake of shalom bayis. While we may benefit from the
light, we are forbidden to performactivities requiring close scrutiny lest we tilt the lamp. Finally, the halachos clarify that the
lamps must be lit before sunset, with women holding the primary role in this household mitzvah, while the husband is

responsible for reminding his family to kindle the lights before twilight begins.




TWYN? WHAT TO TAKE HOME

The Torah teaches us that the Shabbos lights are not a mere option or a beautiful customy they are an absolute obligation, a
fundamental part of our avodah of Oneg Shabbos. The Rambam writes that even a poor person who has nothing to eat must
go door to door to get oil for these lights. Why? Because the light of Shabbos brings peace, clarity, and joy into the home,

preventing us fromstumbling in the dark.

But notice how carefully the Sages guarded this light. They forbade us fromreading or doing intricate work by the candle's
light, and they prohibited using unstable wicks or poor oils, all out of a single concern: "lest one tilt the lamp” to adjust the
flame on Shabbos. This teaches us a profound lesson in our daily lives. When we have something holy and precious—like the
peace of our home, our shalombayis, or our own spiritual clarity—we cannot afford to play with fire or put ourselves in

situations where we might easily slip. We must set up boundaries and safeguards before the holy day even begins.

This Shabbos, when you stand by the candles or prepare your home for the holy day, don't just rush through the motions.
Take a moment to realize that these lights are there to bring the light of Hashem's peace into your physical space. Guard that

peace by resolving to avoid any tense conversations or stressful rush as the sun begins to set.

Before Shabbos begins, consciously step away fromany stressful or rushed preparations ten minutes early, ensuring that the

transition into the holy day is met with calm, peace, and a settled mind.
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In this chapter, the Chovos HaLevavos shows us the practical path to achieving true yichud hama'aseh—how a person can
reach the level where every single one of his actions is done purely for the sake of Hashem. The Rabbeinu Bachya teaches us
that this is not an impossible dream, but rather a goal we can reach by establishing ten fundamental pillars deep within our

hearts.

By learning and internalizing these ten essential matters, a Yid clarifies for himself the very roots of his avodah. Once these
truths are firmly set in his neshama, he will no longer look to or hope for the approval of any human being, but will direct his
entire heart solely to doing the will of Hashem.

All introductions, summaries, and contextual notes are the editor's commentary and are not part of the original text.
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But how can a person achieve the dedication of all his actions to Hashem alone?

NOTE Yichud hama'aseh means purifying one's intentions so that every single mitzvah and action is done solely for the sake of Heaven, without any

ulterior motives.

P10y mwya

Through ten matters.
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When these are established in a person's heart, and it becomes clear to him that they are the very pillars of his avodah and the roots of
his actions, his dedication of deed to Hashem's Name will become complete; he will not turn to anyone else, he will not place his hope

in any other, and he will have no intention in his actions other than to fulfill Hashem's will.
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The first is: declaring the absolute oneness of Hashem with a complete heart, as was explained at the beginning of this book.

NOTE This refers to Shaar HaYichud, the first gate of the book, which establishes the intellectual and emotional foundation of Hashem's absolute

unity.
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The second is: reflecting deeply upon the favors of Hashemand their constant flow upon him, as we have explained in its place.

NOTE This refers to Shaar HaBechinah, the second gate, which teaches us to look at the world and our own lives to recognize Hashem's constant

kindness.
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The third is: that he accept upon himself the service of Hashem, as I have mentioned there.

NOTE This refers to Shaar Kabalas HaAvodah, the third gate, where a person willingly accepts the yoke of Heaven.
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The fourth is: that he acknowledge the duty of placing his trust in Hashem alone, and not in created beings.
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The fifth is: that he believe with complete faith that benefit and harm are not in the hands of any created being, nor within their

power, without the permission of the Creator.

NOTE This is a fundamental principle of bitachon: realizing that people are merely instruments, and only Hashem decrees what actually happens.
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The sixth is: that it should be completely equal to him whether people praise him or criticize him.

NOTE This is the high spiritual level of hishtavus' (equanimity), where a person is so focused on Hashem's approval that the opinions of other people

nolonger sway him.
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The seventh is: that he abandon trying to beautify and adorn his actions to find favor in the eyes of people.
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The eighth is: to clear his heart of worldly involvements at the time he is acting for the sake of the World to Come.

NOTE When a person davens or learns, he must completely shut out his business and mundane worries to focus entirely on his connection to
Hashem.
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The ninth is: that he fear Hashemand feel a deep sense of shame and embarrassment before Him.
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And the tenth is: that he consult with his intellect regarding all the promptings of the yetzer hara in his heart, accepting the intellect's

counsel and rejecting the counsel of his yetzer.

NOTE The 'sechel here refers to the Torah-guided intellect, which acts as the soul's defense against the deceptive arguments of the yetzer hara.

WHAT TO TAKE FROM IT

The chapter outlines these ten pillars of pure avodah: first, having complete emunah in the absolute unity of Hashem; second,
constantly reflecting on the endless chesed and favors Hashem bestows upon us; third, accepting the absolute duty to serve
Himy; fourth, placing our trust entirely in Hashem rather than in flesh and blood; fifth, realizing that no created being has the
power to help or harm us without the Creator's permission; sixth, reaching a state of equanimity where human praise and

scorn are equal to us; seventh, abandoning the desire to show off or embellish ourselves to others; eighth, clearing our minds




of worldly worries when we are busy with spiritual matters; ninth, having a deep yiras Shamayimand feeling embarrassed

before Hashem; and tenth, always using our intellect to overcome the urges of the yetzer hara.

HWV?:? WHAT TO TAKE HO ME

My dear talmid, the holy Chovos HaLevavos is laying down the very foundation of our avodah here. We often think that
serving Hashem with a complete heart is a lofty, unreachable level, but the Rabbeinu Bachya shows us that it is built on
practical, daily steps. When you realize that no human being can truly help or harmyou without Hashem's decree, the heavy
burden of trying to please everyone just melts away. Why waste your precious energy trying to embellish yourself or seek the

approval of others when their praise and their scorn are ultimately meaningless?

To truly dedicate our actions to Hashem, we must practice clearing the mind of worldly noise when we are doing a mitzvah
or learning Torah. When you stand before Hashemin tefillah or sit down to learn, that is not the time to plan your business or
worry about what others think of you. Itis a time to feel a healthy shyness before the Creator of the world, who is showering

you with constant, undeserved kindnesses at every single moment.

Today, when you do a mitzvah or daven, take thirty seconds beforehand to quiet your mind, remind yourself that only

Hashem's will matters, and consciously let go of any desire for human praise or recognition.

+ Mgy TP Yy - 12370 nian Ni22p77 Ni3ir - Navy € Gold - From the Hebrew CHOVOS HALEVAVOS - SHAAR YICHUD HAMAASEH - CHAPTER TWO - SENTENCE BY
Rl Source Text SENTENCE




nivn - PIRKEI AVOS

19WNT P1B - NiaN NoEn

Complete Word-for-Word Interlinear - Navy € Gold Edition

L CHAPTER PREVIEW

We begin our learning of Pirkei Avos by establishing the golden chain of the mesorah, tracing how Moshe Rabbeinu received
the Torah at Sinai and passed it down through the generations. This holy transmission went from Yehoshua to the elders, the
prophets, and the Men of the Great Assembly, showing us that our oral tradition is unbroken and divine. From there, the

chapter introduces the early pairs of Sages, the Zugos, who carried the torch of Torah with immense holiness.

As we delve into their teachings, we find fundamental guidance for our daily avodah and yiras Shamayim. The Sages guide
us on how to build a home of Torah, how to conduct ourselves in judgment, how to treat our fellow Jews with warmth, and
how to guard our speech. We are introduced to the timeless wisdom of Hillel and Shammai, who teach us the path of peace,
diligence in learning, and serving Hashem with absolute sincerity.

All introductions, summaries, and contextual notes are the editor’s commentary and are not part of the original text.
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Mishna 1- The Chain of Torah Transmission and the Three Directives of the Great Assembly
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and the elders to the elders and Yehoshua  to Yehoshua  and transmitted it from Sinai  Torah received Moshe
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three said They the Great  the Assembly to the Men of transmitted it and the prophets  to the prophets
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for the Torah a fence and make many disciples and establish  in judgment  deliberate Be things

This Mishnab establishesthe unbroken chain of Torab transmission from Sinai down to the Sages of the Great Assembly, who provided foundational

guidance for judges and teachers.

7 n 1 y n? 1 ya nn’b SJW =’1 ;7 U Mishna 2- The Three Pillars Upon Which the World Stands
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on say would  he the Great the Assembly from the remnantsof  was  the Righteous ~ Shimon
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acts of and on the Temple service and on the Torah  on stands the world things three
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kindness

Shimon the Righteous teachesthat the existence of the world depends upon Torah study, the Temple service, and acts of lovingkindness.




ﬂ"?_: g’ N-rl ~h| H; UB?: EW :j n -_f 12 y Mishna 3 - Serving Hashem Out of Love and the Fear of Heaven
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be do not say would  he the Righteous from Shimon received Socho a man of Antigonus
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like servants  be but  areward toreceive condition on the master — who serve like servants
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Heaven the fearof andletbe areward toreceive condition on not the master — who serve
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Antigonusof Socho teaches that one should serve Hashem without the expectation of receiving a reward, while maintaining a constant fear of Heaven.

D’?ﬁ.:) U 792 :1 1-111 n U N? ; i? Mishna 4 - The Transmission of Torah and Honoring the Sages
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Yose fromthem received Yerushalayim manof Yochanan ben and Yose Zeredah manof Yoezer ben Yose
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and be  for the Sages meeting a house of your house let be says Zeredah man of Yoezer ben
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their words —  with thirst  drinking and be their feet in the dust of attaching yourself

Yose ben Yoezer and Yose ben Yochanan transmit the tradition, advising one to make their home a gathering place for Sages.

.'ItTZ? NEI oy n U ’w VAYRY 29 IND QQD ] Mishna 5 - Hospitality to the Poor and Limiting Conversation with Women
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and let be wide open  your house letbe says Yerushalayim  a man of Yochanan sonof Yose
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they said  with his wife the woman with conversation increase and donot yourhousehold membersof poor people
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increases thata man the time all the Sages said fromhere his fellow with the wife of and heavy a light
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and his end Torah from words of and desists  to himself evil  he causes the woman with conversation
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Yose ben Yochanan teaches the importance of keeping a home open to the poor and warns against excessive conversation with women, which distracts from

Torah study.




| : Cl q’? n:P’ :-l :]17 I'I'CZ? s_’ Mishna 6 - Appointing a Teacher, Acquiring a Companion, and Judging Others Favorably
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says Perachyah sonof Yehoshua fromthem received the Arbelite and Nittai Perachyah son of Yehoshua
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man every — judging andbe a companion foryourself andacquire a teacher foryourself make
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merit  to the scale of

This Mishnab teaches the importance of spiritual mentorship, friendship, and giving others the benefit of the doubt.

s’tpj}:ﬂ 57"1 1 3T§7 7: i'li??:l -1 U Mishna 7 - Distancing Oneself from an Evil Neighbor and the Wicked

JUI? N20DR PR Ly 1R pmd LaRiN P2INT ONDS

with the wicked ~ associate  and donot whoisevil froma neighbor distance yourself says the Arbelite Nittai
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retribution of despair and do not

Nittai the Arbelite warns against associating with bad influences and reminds us that divine justice isinevitable.

1’1 t‘ 9? y; ﬂy 121 t‘ .ﬂ;:lltl Mishna 8- The Conduct of a Judge Toward Litigants
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says Tabbai sonof Yehudah fromthem received Shetach sonof and Shimon Tabbai sonof Yehudah
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standing  judgment the mastersof and whenare the judges like the arrangersof yourself  make  donot
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they should be  from before you and when they are like wicked ones in youreyes they should be  before you

dismissed
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the judgment —  upon themselves when they accepted like innocent ones in your eyes

Yebudah ben Tabbai teaches that a judge must remain completely impartial, avoiding advocacy and viewing both parties equally during and after the

trial.
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Mishna 9- Thorough Interrogation of Witnesses and Caution in the Words of Judges
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careful and be the witnesses —  toinvestigate much be says Shetach son of  Shimon
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to lie they will learn  from within them lest with your words




Shimon ben Shetach warns judges to cross-examine witnesses thoroughly and to speak carefully so as not to inadvertently teach them howto fabricate

testimony.

m :;ﬁ—tl n B’J!ZH ﬂ; N? 73 tl n ; EI?S Mishna 10- Loving Work and Shunning Lovdship and G ent Intimacy
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— and hate work — love says Shemaiah  fromthem received and Abtalion Shemaiah
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to the ruling authority make yourself known and donot lordship

Shemaiah and Abtalion teach the importance of honest labor, avoiding positionsof power, and keeping a safe distance from the ruling authorities.
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Mishna 11- A Warning to Sages to Guard Their Words to Prevent Desecration of Heaven's Name
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exile  the obligation of you will obligate lest with your words  be careful Sages says Avtalyon
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after you who come the disciples and they will drink the evil waters toa place of and you will be exiled
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is profaned Heaven the Name of and it will be found and they will die

Avtalyon warns Torah scholars to speak with extreme precision so that heretical disciples do not misinterpret their words and stray after false doctrines.

Mishna 12 The Conduct of Hillel to Love Peace and Draw Creations Close to Torah
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loving Aharon of  fromthe disciples  be says Hillel fromthem received and Shammai Hillel
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to the Torah and drawing them the creations — loving peace and pursuing  peace
close

Hillel teaches that one should emulate Abaron the Koben Gadol by actively pursuing peace and bringing people closer to the Torah through love.

i'l'ﬂj.'n ’? | D::1 ﬂlg.}: lpEkeloh Mishna 13- The Danger of Secking Fame and Neglecting Torah Study
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ceases add and one who does not  hisname destroys his name one who makes great say used to  He
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passesaway of the crown and one who makesuse deserves — death learn and one who does not

This Mishnah warns against using Torah knowledge for self-aggrandizement and emphasizes the necessity of continnous study.
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amI  what fornyselfalone And whenIam isforme who formyself I not If say used to  He
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when now not Andif

Hillel teaches that a person must take personal responsibility for their own spiritual growth and act without delay.

°I9 N7207) 1127 VYR TSR MYUaR

Mishna 15 - Making Torah Study Fixed, Speaking Little and Doing Much, and Welcoming Everyone Warmly
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—  receiving and be much and do little say fixed  your Torah  make says Shammai
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face expression of witha cheerful  person  every

Shammai teachesthe importance of establishing a fixed schedule for Torah study, prioritizing actions over words, and greeting every person with a

pleasant and welcoming countenance.

175 Q t‘ T 73 I-IE U ﬂ tﬁ :1_ qb HW §7 Mishna 16 - Appointing a Teacher and Avoiding Donbt and Estimations in Tithing
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and donot  doubt from and remove yourself a teacher foryourself make say would Gamliel Rabban
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by estimation  to tithe increase

Rabban Gamliel teachesthe importance of establishing a halachic authority to resolve donbts and avoiding guesswork when performing mitzvos like

tithing.

"112"]‘[1 ’JD 17}_7 E'IWS_H_J [H n'li?’ﬂWij n?y?_: Mishna 17 - The Virtue of Silence and Action Over Mere Wordss
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better for the body did I find and not the Sages among Igrewup nydays all says hisson  Shimon
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who increases and anyone the action but  the main thing is the study  and not silence than
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sin brings words

Shimon the son of Rabban Gamliel teachesthat silence isthe best path for the body, and that practical action is superior to mere study and excessive

speech.




Mishna 18 - Justice Truth and Peace Upon Which the World Stands
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justice  on stands the world things three on says Gamliel ben  Shimon  Rabban
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judge peace  and judgmentof truth 8 Zechariah asitissaid peace and on truth and on
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in your gates

Rabban Shimon ben Gamliel teaches that the preservation of human society depends upon the three pillars of justice, truth, and peace.

CHAPTER SUMMARY

The chapter opens with the Men of the Great Assembly and Shimon the Righteous establishing the pillars of the world,
followed by Antigonus of Socho's warning to serve Hashem without expecting reward. We then progress through the
teachings of the Zugos: Yose ben Yoezer and Yose ben Yochanan on bringing Sages and the poor into our homes; Yehoshua
ben Perachiah and Nittai the Arbelite on acquiring teachers and avoiding evil neighbors; Yehudah ben Tabbai and Shimon
ben Shetach on careful justice; and Shemaiah and Abtalion on avoiding the ruling power and guarding one’s words. Finally,
Hillel and Shammai teach us to pursue peace, fix our Torah study, and receive everyone with a pleasant countenance,
leading into the instructions of Rabban Gamaliel and his son Shimon on silence and action, and concluding with Rabban

Shimon ben Gamaliel's declaration that the world stands on justice, truth, and peace.

TPYR? WHAT TO TAKE HOME

My dear friend, look at how this first chapter of Pirkei Avos begins. It does not start with abstract philosophies, but with a
chain of transmission: Moshe received the Torah from Sinai and passed it down, generation after generation, until it reached
us. This tells us that our Torah is not a theory; itis a living, breathing legacy of connection. When you learn, you are not just
reading a book, you are joining a chain of holy souls. And what do these sages tell us? They tell us that the world stands on
Torah, avodah, and gemilus chasadim, and that the ultimate goal of all our learning is not just to speak, but to do. Shimon his

son says it clearly: 'Study is not the most important thing, but actions.’

Think about Shammai's golden rule: 'Say little, but do much, and receive all men with a pleasant countenance." How often
do we promise ourselves or others big things, only to fall short? The Torah wants us to build our lives on quiet, solid action.
When you greet another Yid with a warm, genuine smile, you are literally sustaining the world. You are bringing the peace

and truth that Rabban Shimon ben Gamaliel says keeps the world standing.

Let us also take to heart the famous words of Hillel: 'If T am not for nyself, who is for me? But if T am for my own self, whatam
I? And if not now, when?' We cannot wait for someone else to do our avodah for us, nor can we live only for ourselves. We

must step up, take responsibility for our spiritual growth, and do it today, without putting it off.

Today, choose one small, concrete action instead of just talking about it. When you meet someone, greet them with a
genuine, warmsmile and a pleasant countenance, and make a fixed five minutes to learn Torah today without any

distractions.
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The Five Daily Kapitlach

L CHAPTER PREVIEW

These are the five kapitlach of Tehillimsaid every single day: 32, 43, 83, 121, and 130, each set word for word with its English

meaning. They are gathered here as one section so the whole daily Tehillim can be said and downloaded together.

All introductions and contextual notes are the editor's commentary and are not part of the original text.
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TPYR? WHAT TO TAKE HOME
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When you feel weighed down by your mistakes, do not keepsilent or try to hide them. Open your heart to Hashemin honest
confession, and then immediately shift your focus to absolute trust in His forgiveness and constant protection, knowing that

He never slumbers and is always guarding your steps.

Today, the moment you feel a heavy heart or a sense of spiritual distance, stop what you are doing, speak to Hashemin your

own words to acknowledge your mistake, and then say out loud: "My help is from Hashem, who forgives and guards ny soul.'
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