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(BEHA'ALOTCHA - 3RD ALIYAH )

L.l CHAPTER PREVIEW
In this Aliyah, we learn about the unique mitzvah of Pesach Sheni, the Second Pesach. Hashem commands Moshe Rabbeinu
in the Sinai desert, in the second year after leaving Mitzrayim, that Bnei Yisrael must bring the Korban Pesach in its proper

time, on the fourteenth of Nissan. The Torah recounts how Bnei Yisrael kept this mitzvah exactly as Hashem commanded.

However, a special situation arose when certain individuals who were tamei (spiritually impure) froma corpse could not bring
the korban on time. With great yiras Shamayimand a deep desire to fulfill the mitzvah, they approached Moshe and Aaron,
asking why they should be left out. Moshe Rabbeinu tells them to wait while he hears the direct instructions from Hashem.

All introductions, summaries, and contextual notes are the editor’s commentary and are not part of the original text.
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Sifrei  inuncleanness even atits appointed season on Shabbos even Atitsappointed season
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in its appointed time it you shall make the evenings between this of the month day . on the fourteenth
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chometz and removal of matzah
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—  Moses AndMosesdeclared  said  butisitnot doesthe teachingsay what etc. Moses  And Moses spoke
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and hereturned tothem hesaid from Sinai the festivals the sectionof whenheheard rather Hashem the appointed festivals of
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Sifrei action  at the time of and exhorted them
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and asked them they came Study in the House of  were sitting  whenboth of them ~ Aharon and before Moshe  Before
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saying Moshe to  Hashem And spoke
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to Hashem a Pesachoffering and he wishes to make for your generations or foryou distant on a journey
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matzos  with it they shall make the evenings between day . on the fourteenth the second In the month
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they shall eatit and bitter herbs
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it they shall make the Pesach offering
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CHAPTER SUMMARY

Hashem responds to Moshe by establishing the halachos of Pesach Sheni, a second chance for anyone who was tamei oron a
distant journey during the first Pesach. This makeup offering is brought on the fourteenth of Tyar, eaten with matzah and
maror, and carries the strict prohibitions against leaving any meat over or breaking a bone. The Torah warns that one who is
tahor and fails to bring the Korban Pesach on time faces the severe punishment of kares, and concludes by emphasizing that

the same halachos apply equally to the native-born Jew and the ger who joins the Jewish nation.




TWYR? WHAT TO TAKE HO ME

My dear talmid, look at the incredible power of a single Yid's sincere desire to do a mitzvah. These men were tamei,

completely exempt from bringing the Korban Pesach. By all accounts of strict law, they had a perfect excuse. Yet, their hearts
burned with a holy jealousy. They cried out from the depths of their neshamah, "Lama nigara?”"—Why should we be left out?
Because of their raw, honest yearning, Hashem renewed the Torah itself and gave the entire Jewish nation the gift of Pesach

Sheni.

This teaches us a profound lesson in our own avodah. Sometimes we find ourselves in a spiritual "desert,” feeling distant,
spiritually blocked, or weighed down by our past actions. The yetzer hara whispers that we are exempt fromstriving for
greatness, that we are too far gone to connect. But the Torah is showing us that Hashem never closes the door on a Yid who
truly wants to come close. If you genuinely cry out to Hashem that you want to do His will, He will open up a brand new

path for you, even defying the natural order to make it happen.

Today, when you feel a barrier preventing you fromlearning, davening with kavanah, or performing a mitzvah with joy, do
not just accept the limitation. Speak directly to Hashem fromyour heart and say, "Ribono shel Olam, I want to be close to

You, why should I miss out?” Your sincere desire is itself a powerful vessel that can shatter any spiritual block.
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LJ THE SUGYA

We begin this daf by continuing our deep dive into the sugya of a get (bill of divorce) signed by a Kuthi (Samaritan). The
Gemara explores the delicate mechanics of how witnesses sign a get, explaining why a Jewish witness would only sign
alongside a Kuthi if he was absolutely certain of the Kuthi's reliability. We will see how our Sages established specific

safeguards for the signing process of gittin and bills of manumission to prevent any halachic mishaps.

Following this, we will learn a new Mishnah that introduces a major halachic principle regarding documents processed in
non-Jewish courts. The Gemara will analyze the validity of these documents, distinguishing between sales and gifts, which
leads us into one of the most famous and fundamental rules in all of Shas: Dina d'Malchusa Dina—the law of the land is the
law.

All introductions, summaries, and contextual notes are the editor’s commentary and are not part of the original text.
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For if not that this Samaritan was a trustworthy chaver, the Jewish witness would not have allowed him to sign before him

on the document.
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The Gemara asks: If so, that this is the reason, then even other documents where a Jew signed after a Samaritan should also be

valid!
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Rather, we must say that for other documents we do not assume the Samaritan is a chaver, because we say that perhaps the Jew
left space for someone who was older than him to sign first out of respect, and then the Samaritan came and signed in that

space without the Jew's knowledge.
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The Gemara objects: But here too, in the case of a get, why not say that the Jew left space for someone who was older than

him, and the Samaritan signed there later?
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Rav Pappa said: That is to say, we must conclude that the witnesses of a get do not sign one without the other being

present; they must sign together, so the Jew would have known exactly who was signing with him.

QUESTION

The Gemara asks: What is the reason for this rule?
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Rav Ashi said: Itis a Rabbinic decree because of a case where a husband says to a group, "All of you" write and sign this get,

where all must sign together for it to be valid.

STATEMENT
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The Gemara returns to the matter itself: Rabbi Elazar said: They did not validate ina get except only one Samaritan

witness.
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The Gemara asks: What is he teaching us? We already learned in our Mishnah: Any document that has a Samaritan witness

onitis invalid, except for gittin and bills of manumission, which implies only one Samaritan witness is valid!
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The Gemara answers: If we only learned it from the Mishnah, I would have said that even two Samaritan witnesses are also

valid on a get;
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and that which it teaches using the singular language of "one” witness is because in other documents even one Samaritan
witness is also not valid. Therefore, Rabbi Elazar teaches us that only one Samaritan witness is valid on a get, but not two.
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The Gemara asks: And are two Samaritan witnesses not valid? But surely it teaches in the Mishnah: An incident occurred and
they brought before Rabban Gamliel to the village of Otnaia get of a woman, and its witnesses were Samaritan

witnesses, and he validated it!
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Samaritan witness.
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Rava said: Actually, it means two Samaritan witnesses, and Rabban Gamliel argues with the first Tanna and holds that two are
valid.
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And the Mishnah is missing words, and this is what it is teaching: And Rabban Gamliel validates with two Samaritan
witnesses, and an incident also occurred where they brought before Rabban Gamliel to the village of Otnaia getofa

woman, and its witnesses were Samaritan witnesses, and he validated it.
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MISHNAH: All documents that come up in the courts of non-Jews, even though their signers are non-Jews, are valid;

except for bills of divorce of women and bills of release of slaves.
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Rabbi Shimon says: Even these are valid; they were not mentioned as invalid except when they were made bya

commoner who is a non-Jew, but in their courts they are valid.

GEMARA

T3 RIW K 138 RIW K - %201 PO Kp '3

GEMAR A: The Mishnah rules categorically and teaches that all documents are valid, implying it is no different ifitisa

document of sale, and it is no different if it is a document of gift.
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Granted, a document of sale is valid, because from when he gives the money in front of them, he has acquired the property,
and the document is merely a proof; for if he did not give the money in front of them, they would not damage their

own reputation and write a document for him.
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But regarding a gift, through what does he acquire it? Is it not through this document? And this document written by

non-Jews is merely a shard of clay and should not be halachically effective!
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Shmuel said: The law of the kingdom s the law, and therefore the transfer of property via their courts is halachically binding.
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And if you wish, say: Teach the Mishnah as saying: "except for those like bills of divorce of women," which includes gifts,

where the document itself effects the acquisition.

STATEMENT
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The Mishnah taught: Rabbi Shimon says: Even these are valid, etc.
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The Gemara asks: But surely non-Jews are not subject to the laws of severance of marriage, so how can they sign a get?
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Rabbi Zeira said: Rabbi Shimon descended to the opinion of Rabbi Elazar, who said: The witnesses of delivery effect

the severance of the marriage, not the witnesses signed on the get.
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The Gemara asks: But did not Rabbi Abba say: Rabbi Elazar admits in a case where a document s forged within itself,

that it is invalid? A get signed by non-Jews is invalid on its face!
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The Gemara answers: With what are we dealing here?

SUMMARY




The Gemara first clarifies that witnesses to a get must sign in each other’s presence, a Rabbinic decree enacted to prevent
invalidity in cases where a husband appoints multiple witnesses. This requirement ensures that a Jewish witness signing
alongside a Kuthi is fully aware of his co-signatory's status, validating the get when only one witness is a Kuthi. We then learn
that while Rabban Gamliel accepts a get even with two Kuthi witnesses, the Sages generally restrict this. Moving to the next
Mishnah, the Gemara rules that documents from non-Jewish courts are valid for sales, as the exchange of money constitutes
the actual acquisition and the document merely serves as proof. However, for gifts where the document itself must effect the

acquisition, the Gemara introduces the guiding principle of Dina d'Malchusa Dina to establish their validity.

MWYNR? WHAT TO TAKE HOME

The Gemara on Gittin 10b teaches us a profound lesson about the power of our surroundings and the weight of our
associations. We see thata Jew would only sign a document alongside a Samaritan if he knew for certain that this individual
was a true chaver—someone meticulously dedicated to the service of Hashem. Our sages understood that who we stand next
to, and who we partner with in life's major moments, speaks volumes about our own standards. In our daily lives, we must ask
ourselves: do the people we associate with, the friends we choose, and the partnerships we form reflect our deepest values of

yiras Shamayimand Torah?

Furthermore, the Gemara introduces the famous principle of Dina D'Malchusa Dina—the law of the land is the law. This is
not just a legal necessity; it is a fundamental principle of integrity and kiddush Hashem. When we act with absolute honesty
in the secular world and respect the laws of the society we live in, we are showing thata Torah Jew is a person of the highest
moral caliber. Our honesty in business and our respect for the law are themselves a powerful avodah that sanctifies Hashem's

name in the eyes of all.

Today, make a conscious effort to sanctify Hashem's name in your worldly dealings by being meticulously honest in a secular

transaction or legal requirement, keeping in mind the principle of Dina D'Malchusa Dina.
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L.l CHAPTER PREVIEW

In this chapter, we begin learning the essential halachos of amirah I'akum—the Rabbinic prohibition against asking a non-Jew
to performmelacha on Shabbos. Hashem commanded us to keep the Shabbos holy, and to protect this kedushah, the Sages
forbade us frominstructing a non-Jew to do work for us, even if we ask him before Shabbos and do not need the work done

until after Shabbos is over.

We will also learn the guidelines for when a non-Jew performs a melacha on his own accord. The halachah distinguishes
between a case where the non-Jew acts for his own benefitand a case where he acts specifically for a Yid. We will see how
these principles apply to practical, everyday scenarios, such as a non-Jew lighting a candle, building a ramp, drawing water, or

gathering grass on Shabbos.

All introductions, summaries, and contextual notes are the editor’s commentary and are not part of the original text.
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is forbidden this and thing the Shabbos after except melacha that need  he doesnot though
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This balacha establishes the Rabbinic probibition against asking a non-Jew to perform melacha on Shabbos, even if instructed beforehand or needed

only after Shabbos.
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of it thatknow to the extent in public the matter will not be is provided that and this that it can be
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This balacha detailsthe probibition of benefiting from melacha performed by a non-Jew on Shabbos on bebalf of a Jew, and the permission to benefit if

it was done for the non-Jew’s own sake.
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for the sake of and if aJew its light may use the candle — who lit anon-Jew  How
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This balacha outlinesthe rules for when a Jew may benefit from a melacha performed by a non-Jew on Shabbos, distinguishing between actions done for

the non-Jew’s own benefit and those done specifically for a Jew.
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its light to use itis forbidden  are Jews  the majority  if  on Shabbos ata gathering thatislit A lamp
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anon-Jew andcame on Shabbos  a fire Iffell  itisforbidden to half half its light to use
inpeaw PRY Caen mann PX1 mA2 9% pamix PR niand
his resting  that there is not because extinguish and donot extinguish to him say we donot to extinguish
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tothis thatissimilar all andso  upon us

This halacha discusses when a Jew may benefit from a non-Jew’s Shabboslabor and the rule that a Jew is not responsible for a non-jew’s resting.

n ; W : 9 : P1 1 19 ?5 o™ :; 15 L'/ S]W nn Halacha 5 - A Coffin or Grave Made by Non-Jews on Shabbos
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forhim brought  or on Shabbos agrave forhim ordug acoffin non-Jews forhim for whommade A deceased
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that they can be made the amount of time he must wait  in private if ~ withthem tolament flutes
T3 NPIR 31 MO S3 Ep naY oNghe
large in a public square the grave ~was  butif init and he may be buried Shabbos at the departure of
WY MY DI PRYm IR w3 vaa by TN,
which the non-Jews that this say and those who return  those who pass and all itstop upon and the coffin
PN ININ 92 2Ry N9 My oan .Nan C1iDRP nawa oy iy
Jew that  init shall be buried not this behold itis  forso-and-so on Shabbos now are doing
NIT) N PNIRY 92 9ER%  nmY .NI9mIRR NIW Camn .nonbiy
provided another aJew init tobury butitis permitted in public thatitis because ever
M3 YD DD 1M Ay T2 rRmw
to this similar all  andso thatitcan be made the amountof time that he waits

If a non-Jew performs melacha for a deceased Jew on Shabbos, the halacha depends on whether it was done in private or in public.

nna -]-1317 ﬂ;tg?: ’1:; m'f’: HW 1 ’.b ’_b U Halacha 6 - Flutes Brought by a Non-Jew on Shabbos for a Deceased Person
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from the side of he brought them though -  even fora deceased on Shabbos flutes who brought A non-Jew
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close  froma place thatit takestocome the amount of time Shabbos for the departure of he must wait  the wall
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until  other froma place they brought them  at night lest with them they may eulogize that and after
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certain  that froma place withcertainty he knew andif withthem theyentered and in the morning  the wall
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after place fromthat that they can come the amount of time he must wait on Shabbos they brought them
ATENY RD APIT ROPI02 T270 N XYW NIM .nawn
we said like large in a public square the matter itshould be thatnot and thisis the Shabbos

This balacha discusses the requirement to wait after Shabbos for the time it takesto bring flutes from their source before they may be used for a funeral.

n’ﬂ. :; ’1’ ‘? y n ; t_z, : =} U 1 nw ? Uﬂ ?: : ng’nﬂ Halacha 7 - Bathing on Motzei Shabbos in a Bathhouse Heated on Shabbos by Non-Jews
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on Shabbos  that washes  a bathhouse init and there was  within it dwell and non-Jews that Jews A city
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and if immediately Shabbos atthe departure of init tobathe itispermitted are non-Jews the majority  if
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the majority ~ because for ~ hot water for themtoheat the time it takes one must wait  are Jews  the majority
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all  andso hotwater forthemtoheat the time it takes one must wait to half half they were heated
;M2 N33
to this similar

This halacha details the rules for using a bathhouse on Motzei Shabbosthat was operated on Shabbos by non-Jews, depending on whether the majority of

the city s residents are Jewish or non-fewish.
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Halacha 8 - Benefiting on Saturday Night from Melacha Performed by a Non-Jew on Shabbos
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he transgressed though - even onShabbos this melacha  forhim toperform anon-Jew who told AJew
29y%?  MONR AniN2 niag? 3% ann MR non INIR oM
in the evening  melacha fromthat  tobenefit forhim itis permitted  rebellion  stripesof ~ him and they lash
PR 7Y @iPR P22 MO N?Y .ynw 0722 1RnY AN
he waits until  place inany did they forbid And not it takes to be performed the time he waits after
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immediately permitted itshallbe  you say thatif  this matter because of unless it takes to be performed the time
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And since immediately ready the thing and he willfind forhim toperform anon-Jew he will tell perhaps
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forhim toperform anon-Jew willhe tell not it takes to be performed the time he waits  until they forbade
793 2YY  22ynn NI CapR @173 Tanbn AN Y
the time in the evening is delayed he because anything gain he does not for behold
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on Shabbos that was performed this thing it takes to be performed

This halacha explains the Rabbinic probibition of instructing a non-Jew to perform melacha on Shabbos, and the requirement to wait on Saturday

night the time it takes to perform that labor before benefiting fromt.
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Halacha 9 Instructing a Non-Jew to Perform a Rabbinically Forbidden Act for a Mitzvab or Great Need
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shvut  because of except on Shabbos todoit forbidden andisnot  melacha thatisnot A matter
oY MY N LNBWR niEYY cIarp i bx1ey  ame
there is provided that there is and this on Shabbos todoit anon-Jew  totell fora Jew it is permitted
:M¥n 1R N 390 T AT T MW N CbR ngpn
a mitzvah because of or great aneed forthe matter need  thereis or illness some

The Rambam rulesthat one may instruct a non-ew to perform an action that isonly Rabbinically forbidden on Shabbos, provided there isa mitzvah,

great need, or minor illnessinvolved.

i'l\}?: o P?: -f N2 W : ’-! : ;b ﬂj’?ﬁ _N Halacha 10 Instructing a Non-Jew to Perform a Rabbinic Probibition for a Mitzvah
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the surface of upon toswim or  ina tree toclimb  on Shabbos toa non-Jew ajJew says How

a¥mR 99 NO2R AR LMD 1ODD AN LARIY iR N2 7D ovmn

froma courtyard tohim he brings or forcircumcision a knife  or ashofar tohim tobring inorder the water
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orone in pain a child with them to wash hot water betweenthem  eruv  thatthere isno toa courtyard
;M2 N2 23 13
to this similar all  andso

The Rambam explains that one may instruct a non-Jew to perform a Rabbinically forbidden act on Shabbos for the sake of a mitzvab, such as bringing

a shofar or circumcision knife.

17 NWJZ?’ ? ﬁN 2 W’ 1 -13’? n ;t_” : ’j : ;b l.ljr’?: 8 Halacha 11 - Instructing a Non-Jew on Shabbos for the Sake of Settling Eretz Yisrael
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the non-Jew  totell  forhim itis permitted the non-Jew from Yisrael in the Land of a house One who buys
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by Rabbinic decree is forbidden on Shabbos a non-Jew  for telling on Shabbos adeed forhim towrite
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and likewise  this ona matter did they decree not Yisrael the Land of the settling of and because of
O93T?OPNIWT OYIND NIVIOY N0 DR N2 mpiva
this fora matter Yisrael is like the Land of  for Syria in Syria fromthem a house one who buys

The Sages waived the Rabbinic probibition of instructing a non-jew to performlabor on Shabboswhen it facilitates purchasing property in Eretz

Yisraelor Syria.

’j :; ES? .I'ﬂ N_r 1 7_: T’? ekl ’; 'W1 m J‘? : i? 9 .n n Halacha 12 - Permissibility of Contracting and Long-Term Hiring of a Non-Jew
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for himself acts and the non-Jew aprice  andsets  the melacha  for the non-Jew with a person contracts
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the non-Jew —  one who hires and similarly it is permitted on Shabbos  does thathe though - andeven
1132 L7800 NaWR ARy XY R Dy AN anm N300 ooy
forexample howso  on Shabbos does thathe though -  even itispermitted  many for days
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for him that he should weave or forhim that he should write for two or forayear the non-Jew thathe hired
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that he should write with him he contracted asif and itis permitted on Shabbos and weaves  writes  thisone behold
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and thisis thathe wishes time atany does thathe agarment forhim thathe should weave or abook for him
090 miY Ay AWM NYw
by day day withhim he calculates provided that not

This balacha explains that when a non-Jewis hired asa contractor or on a long-term retainer rather than a daily wage, e is considered to be working

on Shabbos for bis own benefit, which is permitted.

N:D Tﬁ Q: ’j :; ’-f’ b S_’ I-l; N? ?3 ko] N Halacha 13 - The Probibition of a Non-Jew Performing Labor Publicly on Shabbos
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that is done the melacha  thatthis everyone  recognize  thatnot in private are said words In what
MUI0OR  NRDIDMY AR NPITY AN oN PIX N7 SRR DY naova
it is forbidden and public and revealed  known it was if but it is aJew of  on Shabbos
ot CaPRY MINY  IpY YT AN PRIV M7 NN ANIOW
hired  thatso-and-so andsays thathe contracted knowing isnot engaged the non-Jew —  for the observer
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on Shabbos ~ melacha  for him todo the non-Jew




This halacha explainsthat a contractor’swork isonly permitted if done in private, but is forbidden if the public nature of the work leads observers to

assume the Jew bired him for daily labor on Shabbos.
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Halacha 14 - Contracting with a Non-Jew for Labor Within and Outside the Shabbos Limit
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— toharvest or hiswall or hiscourtyard forhim tobuild  the non-Jew with one who contracts Therefore

872 17 yu? X T%n i9 Nl oonw N MY DY AN TR

avineyard forhim toplant or acourtyard forhim  to build two or ayear whohired him or  hisfield
AN 9 MR DINNT TIN2 IR M0TR2 NONTRD nD oN

to allow them for him it is forbidden the Shabbos limit — within or in the city the melacha was if
AT ONY PORY  DOYTR DPNY DN %R NIwa nivyy

was and if that he contracted know who do not the onlookers because of on Shabbos to work
DY INTY PN DY PRY R DINR? YN MONDRT

—  who will see Jews there since there are not it is permitted the Shabbos limit outside  the melacha
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on Shabbos are working when they  the laborers

This halacha discusses the probibition of allowing a non-Jewish contractor to performlabor on Shabboswithin the Shabboslimit dueto the appearance

of wrongdoing.

n ; W : ’j : ;’? ? U -1 731 v i?ﬁ I? n-l; W U Halacha 15 - Hiring Out Fields and Businesses to a Non-Jew for Shabbos

NG 0B Y AN 3P NI X w1 wawmy oy mm 1)

thathe though - even toanon-Jew hisfield or hisvineyard tohire out  fora person itis permitted And so
NI9"MIN2 N 7T PRRRY Y7 AR .nawa pyvin wyan
under sharecropping or  they are that hired knows since the onlooker on Shabbos and plants them sows them
M MT TR Y MR VLY SN oWy 3T a7y 1M
most of the way of anditisnot uponit iscalled itsowner aJew that the name of buta thing tothem he gave
0P MON MIDIN2  1an% IR 90D oipnn iniR wiIN
to hire itout  itis forbidden under sharecropping to give it or to hire it out place that  the people of
NI NI N3W3 NANR Dipd N3 MY DY i e
iscalled andit on Shabbos  melacha place in that does  that the non-Jew because toa non-Jew
oya PN ov By
its owner the Jew the name of by

This halacha delineates when a Jew may rent out hisproperty to a non-Jewwho will workit on Shabbos, depending on whether onlookers will assume the

non-Jewisa hired day-laborer.
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Halacha 16 - Lending and Hiring Out Utensils and Animals to a Non-Jew Before Shabbos
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performs he though - andeven toanon-Jew and tohire themout utensils tolend It is permitted
07937 NCW Py DMEm AN PRY C1En NaY2 TINTR 102

the utensils  the resting of concerning are not commanded — we . because on Shabbos  melacha  with them

nOPIY By TIER NN 3mm MON Ty mma ban
the resting of concerning are commanded we because itis forbidden and one'sservant one'sanimal  but
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and a servant an animal

This halacha explains that while a Jew's utensils are not required to rest on Shabbos, bis animals and servants are commanded to rest.

n ; W : bkl :U ;1 H; N? ?3 : ’j :; ﬂS? m ED W 1 ”f Halacha 17 - The Law of Partnering with a Non-Jew in Labor or a Shop on Shabbos
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they stipulated  if in a shop or in merchandise or in labor the non-Jew with One who partners
7377 OX Lyn OX 737 M nIwn B MMy pnng
much or little  whether  alone  tothe non-Jew the Shabbos the profit of that there shallbe at the beginning
OXY R 727 PRty nawn o Tan AN oP ot
and if itis permitted  alone tothe Jew  the Shabbos the day of corresponding to another day and the profit of
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the Shabboses  the profit of the non-Jew  takes  todivide when they come at the beginning they stipulated not

D172 §% f0in ANRY LINIR PRI AWM T3P 19)

anything to him add and he does not it they divide and the remainder  alone  all of them
OX 191 .TPMN2 DT 12 ON NPN navn ob T34

if  andlikewise atthe beginning they stipulated - . unless the Shabbos the day of corresponding to
XD TAN T MIBOWD TR 193D

it is one law  in partnership ~a field they share-cropped

This halacha outlinesthe conditions under which a Jew may partner with a non-Jewin a business or field, requiring a stipulation at the outset to

allocate Shabbos profits exclusively to the non-Jew.
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Halacha 18 - Dividing Partnership Profits with a Non-Jew and Investing Funds Used on Shabbos
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known Shabbos the profitof was and not the profit todivide and they came they stipulated not Andif
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they divide  and the remainder the profit  a seventhof  alone takes  that the non-Jew tome itappears
N33 NI SNamY sR DY AN 112 pRYNT? 7217 Nive  1nian
and sells buys  thatthe non-Jew though -  even withthem todobusiness toanon-Jew money One who gives

;072937 92 1797 191 MYa2 qotva dny pRin nawa

the Geonim  allof ruled andso equally in the profit withhim he divides on Shabbos

This halacha discusses howto divide partnership profits when no prior Shabbos stipulation was made, and the permissibility of investing funds with a

non-few who conducts business on Shabbos.

n ; W = '157 : ’j : ;b E’S ? D 1_ D"? : ﬂﬂ_’D 7: Halacha 19 - Giving Utensils and Selling Articles to a Non-Jew on Friday
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though - even tomake them non-Jew toanartisan utensils Shabbos on the eve of a person shall give Not
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it gets dark before  from his house with them thathe can goout inenoughtime wunless withhim thathe agreed

WP N7) uPKYY NPY 237 v¥Dn DTN IR N? 1)

shall he loan him and not shall he lend him and not toa non-Jew hisarticles a person shallsell not And likewise
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that he can goout in enoughtime unless asagift  tohim shallhe give and not shall he pawn to him and not
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no inhishouse thatheis the time forall the Shabbos before his house fromthe entrance of article  with that
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with the article of on Shabbos from his house the non-Jew and when goesout tohim he gave when knows  man
iy poOR AN WM N D17 AMPIW omd N TR PNOwe
with him agreed or pawnedtohim or tothe non-Jew wholoaned him like one it willappear in his hand ajJew
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on Shabbos tohim  sold or

This balacha probibits giving items to a non-Jew on Friday unless there is sufficient time for the non-Jew to leave the Jew'’s home with the item before

Shabbos begins, to avoid the appearance of transacting on Shabbos.

n ; W = -1;7 : ’-1 :; ’-_f. ’ 17 s_’ n 1;& n U ,_b W ,g”_f Halacha 20 - Sending a Letter with a Non-Jew on Erev Shabbos
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the fee of withhim he fixed if another  toa city to bring it toanon-Jew aletter One who gives

NITY .TOWHD By naw 27y 1% mana atEN1 .ann nobin

and thisis  nightfall ~ with Shabbos oneve of tohim he gaveit andeven itispermitted conveyance
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if fix he did not and if the Shabbos before his house from the entrance of withit provided that he goes

out
ATn oY DNIN MY NININT PIRR NG 1R DTN MPTRR
province toevery  them and sends the letters collects who designated a person  in the city  there is
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provided that there is and thisis  the letter  to the non-Jew togive itis permitted his messengers with and province
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this one lest the Shabbos  before  to the wall  adjacent to the house forittoreach enough in the day time
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aperson there thereisnot and if it is to the wall adjacent hishouse andsendsthem  the letters  who receives
Y7 APRPIRY NI NMAND 3P IRy 723 RPN ID? ¥Iap
toacity is the one who bringsit  he the letter  tohim whom they give the non-Jew  but  forthis designated
TSP 12 ON NPN DPIYP DNOaNT 731 T2 mhwR o8 DN
he fixed - . unless always the letter  a non-Jew by the hand of tosend  itisforbidden another
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aprice  for him

This halacha details the conditions under which a Jew may send a letter with a non-Jew before Shabbos, distinguishing between cases with a fixed fee and

those without.

n ; E?J 1”? ?NI 1 ’-! :; ’-f’ b 3_7 E’EQ f_-l n Q ;: tl Halacha 21 - Bringing Vessels by a Non-Jew and Feeding Him on Shabbos
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and even it is permissible ajJew to the house of and brought themin on Shabbos his vessels who brought A non-Jew
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the non-Jew — And we may invite itis permissible there this ina corner place them tohim if he said
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we donot and went out he took them and if to eat them food before him  and we may place on Shabbos
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food we may place  And so isuponus  hisresting thatnot because withhim concern ourselves
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— withhim  concern ourselves we donot and wentout ittook them andif  in the courtyard the dog before

This balacha discusses the permissibility of a non-Jew bringing bisown itemsinto a Jew's home on Shabbos and the allowance of hosting and feeding a

non-Jewor a dog.




n;w :'137: ’ﬁ:;b 10’: ﬂ;’.ﬂl Halacha 22 - Giving One's Wallet to a Non-Jew When Shabbos Begins
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money withhim and there were the day upon him and became holy on the road coming  was who One
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fromhim he takesit  Shabbos and at the departure of for him tocarry it toanon-Jew  hiswallet  gives
9 A op By ARy .M By DR v e KW on By
that he gave it though - andeven this for payment tohim he gave thatnot though - andeven
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and it is impossible his money over isanxious thata person because itis permitted after nightfall to him
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from the words of except its prohibition whichisnot this matter tohim you permit not andif thathe will discard it
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In what the Torah  of melacha on and transgress inhishand  tobringit  he willcome  the Sages
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he carriesit  rather tothe non-Jew he may give not alostobject  but  regarding his wallet are said words
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cubits than four less in less

This halacha discusses the Rabbinic leniency allowing a traveler to give bis wallet to a non-Jew on Shabbos to prevent him from carrying it himself.

H;;W :1 T ’T 73 : n ; W HW y 7_: 1 ”f Halacha 23 - The Law of Benefit from Melacha Performed on Shabbos Willfully or Unintentionally
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for him it is forbidden willfully and performed he transgressed  if  on Shabbos ~ melacha  who performed AJew
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fromit tobenefit for them it is permitted Jews and other forever melacha fromthat  to benefit
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for the Shabbos — "Andyoushallguard 14 31 Shemos asitissaid immediately Shabbos atthe departure of
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on Shabbos who cooked aJew How so holy its products  but not s holy it it is" holy
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it may be eaten not forhim  but by others it may be eaten Shabbos at the departure of  willfully
P2 NI7 P2 DONS nav OREInD vz Sz oNy .nonbiy
or he  whether he may eat Shabbos atthe departure of unintentionally he cooked and if forever
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to this similar all  andso immediately others

This halacha details the restrictions on deriving benefit from a forbidden labor performed by a Jew on Shabbos, distinguishing between willful and




| unintentional transgressions.

n ; W : 19 T U 1 on n’? ? ma NE:W nin 5 Halacha 24 - Produce That Left the Shabbos Limit and Returned
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since on Shabbos they may be eaten unintentionally and returned the Shabbos limit outside that went out Produce
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until be eaten they may not intentionally did they change and not anaction to their substance wasdone not
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Shabbos  the departure of

| This halacha discusses the permissibility of eating produce that wastransported outsice the Shabbos boundary and then brought back.

i'l}]’? :U:’ 1? SHD: .ﬁ;W 9 ;NZ? Halacha 25 - Receiving Shabbos Wages and the Probibition of Hiring Watchmen
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tohim give shallnot  the baby and — thecow — forhim towatch the worker —  One who hires
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the employee  was andif upon him of Shabbos responsibility there isno  therefore ~ Shabbos of  his wage
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responsibility  therefore in full hiswage tohim he gives ayear ahired handof or aweek ahired hand of
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tohim hesays rather Shabbos of mywage tome give tohim say and he shall not is upon him of Shabbos
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days ten of or theyear of nywage tome give

This halacha discusses the probibition of receiving wages for work done on Shabbos, and how it is permitted through havla ah’(inclusion within a

larger weekly or annual payment).

CHAPTER SUMMARY

The chapter establishes that instructing a non-Jew to performmelacha is forbidden mid'Rabbanan to prevent Shabbos from
being treated lightly. If a non-Jew performs a forbidden labor specifically for a Jew on his own accord, the Jew cannot benefit
fromit on Shabbos, and must wait after Shabbos the amount of time it takes to perform that labor before benefiting. However,
if the non-Jew acts solely for his own benefit—such as lighting a lamp, building a ramp, or drawing water for his own animal
—a Jew is permitted to benefit from that action on Shabbos. In cases like gathering grass where the non-Jew might add more
for the Jew's sake, benefit is only allowed if the non-Jew does not know the Jew, whereas for indivisible benefits like a light or

a ramp, the Jew may benefit even if the non-Jew knows him.




TWYR? WHAT TO TAKE HO ME

The holy Shabbos is not just a day of physical rest; it is a day where we elevate our entire reality to a higher plane of
kedushah. When the Chachamim forbade us fromasking a gentile to do melachah for us, even before Shabbos, and even if
we do not need the work until after Shabbos, they were teaching us a profound lesson in yiras Shamayim. Shabbos must never
become light or cheap in our eyes. We cannot simply bypass the holiness of the day through loopholes or by outsourcing our

desires to others.

This halachah demands of us a deep sense of self-control and patience. When a gentile does work on Shabbos for a Jew, the
Torah requires us to wait on Motzaei Shabbos the exact amount of time it took to perform that labor before we can benefit
fromit. Why? Because Hashem wants us to realize that we gain absolutely nothing by rushing or trying to circumvent His will.
The delay on Motzaei Shabbos removes any illusion of shortcut or profit from Shabbos desecration. It trains our hearts to
understand that our parnassah and our needs are entirely in the hands of Hashem, and what is meant for us will arrive in its

proper time, without our needing to compromise on the sanctity of the day.

Today, let us streng then our commitment to the honor of Shabbos by pausing before we act or speak regarding any work we
want done. If you find yourself tempted to rush a project or secure a convenience through a non-Jew on Shabbos, stopand
remind yourself that true blessing only comes from honoring Hashem's rest. Accept the holy boundaries of Shabbos with joy,

knowing that waiting for the proper time is itself a beautiful avodah that brings shefa into our lives.
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In this chapter, the holy author of the Chovos HaLevavos, Rabbeinu Bachya, guides us in understanding which of our
actions are vulnerable to the subtle traps of the yetzer hara and which are naturally protected. We will learn about the crucial
distinction between the mitzvos we perform with our physical limbs and the quiet, internal avodah of the heart.

All introductions, summaries, and contextual notes are the editor’s commentary and are not part of the original text.
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But the deeds that are only perfected when one dedicates them solely to Hashem at the time of their performance, are those acts of
avodah (divine service) through which one hopes to find favor with Elokim.

NOTE The author is introducing the concept of 'Yichud HaMaaseh'—unifying one's actions—which means performing mitzvos purely for the sake

of Hashem, without any ulterior motives.
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And these are all the visible mitzvos performed with the physical limbs, where it is possible for one's intention to be directed to someone

other than Hashem, and where the performer's intent might be to adorn himself with them in the eyes of other people, hoping for their

honor and praise for doing them.

NOTE Physical mitzvos, like giving tzedakah or putting on tefillin, are visible to others. This visibility creates a nisayon (test) of chonef (hypocrisy or

showing off), as the yetzer hara can tempt a person to do them for social approval.
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But regarding the duties of the heart, hypocrisy, seeking honor, or receiving praise are not possible for one who fulfills them, because

other people cannot know what is in his heart.

NOTE Since the duties of the heart—such as loving Hashem, trusting Him, and fearing Him—take place entirely within a person's inner thoughts,

there is noway for others tosee them, which naturally removes the temptation toshow off.
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Rather, one's intent in performing them is solely for the sake of the One Who watches, Who is the Creator, blessed be He, alone, as

the pasuk says, 'I, Hashem, search the heart and examine the mind," and as it says, "The hidden things belong to Hashem, our
Elokim.'

WHAT TO TAKE FROM IT
The chapter explains that visible mitzvos performed with our physical limbs are susceptible to insincerity, as a person might do

themto gain honor, praise, or prestige in the eyes of others. In contrast, the duties of the heart are entirely hidden from




human sight, making hypocrisy impossible; therefore, our inner devotion is naturally directed solely to the blessed Creator,

Who alone searches our hearts and knows our deepest thoughts.

HWV?:? WHAT TO TAKE HO ME

The holy Chovos HaLevavos is opening our eyes to a beautiful, comforting truth about our inner life. When we do physical
mitzvos, the yetzer hara has a foothold to creep in and whisper, "Look how beautifully you are davening, look how much
tzedakah you are giving, what will people think of you?" We have to fight so hard to keep our physical actions pure and

lishmah, solely for Hashem, because other people can see them.

But your heart? Your thoughts, your emunah, your bitachon, your inner love and fear of Hashem—that is a private sanctuary
where no other human being can ever tread. Nobody else knows if you are quietly thanking Hashemin your mind, orif you
are working to judge another Yid favorably in your thoughts. Because these "duties of the heart” are completely hidden from
the eyes of flesh and blood, they are naturally protected fromthe poison of seeking honor or showing off. They belong

purely and exclusively to you and the Creator.

This means that your inner world is your safest spiritual haven. When the noise of the world gets too loud, or when you feel
your physical avodah is getting mixed with a bit of self-interest, you can always retreat into your mind. A quiet thought of
emunah, a silent moment of surrender to Hashem's will, or a private feeling of gratitude is a perfect, unblemished offering

that goes straight to the Kisei HaKavod, completely pure.

Today, take just two minutes to serve Hashementirely in the privacy of your mind—think a quiet thought of gratitude to
Hashem or make a silent, heartfelt tefillah that nobody else can hear or see, enjoying the pure sweetness of a mitzvah thatis

solely between you and Him.
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L CHAPTER PREVIEW

We begin our learning of Pirkei Avos by establishing the golden chain of the mesorah, tracing how Moshe Rabbeinu received
the Torah at Sinai and passed it down through the generations. This holy transmission went from Yehoshua to the elders, the
prophets, and the Men of the Great Assembly, showing us that our oral tradition is unbroken and divine. From there, the

chapter introduces the early pairs of Sages, the Zugos, who carried the torch of Torah with immense holiness.

As we delve into their teachings, we find fundamental guidance for our daily avodah and yiras Shamayim. The Sages guide
us on how to build a home of Torah, how to conduct ourselves in judgment, how to treat our fellow Jews with warmth, and
how to guard our speech. We are introduced to the timeless wisdom of Hillel and Shammai, who teach us the path of peace,
diligence in learning, and serving Hashem with absolute sincerity.

All introductions, summaries, and contextual notes are the editor’s commentary and are not part of the original text.
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Mishna 1- The Chain of Torah Transmission and the Three Directives of the Great Assembly
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and the elders to the elders and Yehoshua  to Yehoshua  and transmitted it from Sinai  Torah received Moshe
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three said They the Great  the Assembly to the Men of transmitted it and the prophets  to the prophets
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for the Torah a fence and make many disciples and establish  in judgment  deliberate Be things

This Mishnab establishesthe unbroken chain of Torab transmission from Sinai down to the Sages of the Great Assembly, who provided foundational

guidance for judges and teachers.

7 n 1 y n? 1 ya nn’b SJW =’1 ;7 U Mishna 2- The Three Pillars Upon Which the World Stands
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on say would  he the Great the Assembly from the remnantsof  was  the Righteous ~ Shimon
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acts of and on the Temple service and on the Torah  on stands the world things three
:0779n
kindness

Shimon the Righteous teachesthat the existence of the world depends upon Torah study, the Temple service, and acts of lovingkindness.
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be do not say would  he the Righteous from Shimon received Socho a man of Antigonus
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like servants  be but  areward toreceive condition on the master — who serve like servants
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Antigonusof Socho teaches that one should serve Hashem without the expectation of receiving a reward, while maintaining a constant fear of Heaven.
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Yose fromthem received Yerushalayim manof Yochanan ben and Yose Zeredah manof Yoezer ben Yose
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and be  for the Sages meeting a house of your house let be says Zeredah man of Yoezer ben
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their words —  with thirst  drinking and be their feet in the dust of attaching yourself

Yose ben Yoezer and Yose ben Yochanan transmit the tradition, advising one to make their home a gathering place for Sages.

.'ItTZ? NEI oy n U ’w VAYRY 29 IND QQD ] Mishna 5 - Hospitality to the Poor and Limiting Conversation with Women
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and let be wide open  your house letbe says Yerushalayim  a man of Yochanan sonof Yose
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they said  with his wife the woman with conversation increase and donot yourhousehold membersof poor people
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increases thata man the time all the Sages said fromhere his fellow with the wife of and heavy a light
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and his end Torah from words of and desists  to himself evil  he causes the woman with conversation
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Yose ben Yochanan teaches the importance of keeping a home open to the poor and warns against excessive conversation with women, which distracts from

Torah study.
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says Perachyah sonof Yehoshua fromthem received the Arbelite and Nittai Perachyah son of Yehoshua
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merit  to the scale of

This Mishnab teaches the importance of spiritual mentorship, friendship, and giving others the benefit of the doubt.
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with the wicked ~ associate  and donot whoisevil froma neighbor distance yourself says the Arbelite Nittai
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retribution of despair and do not

Nittai the Arbelite warns against associating with bad influences and reminds us that divine justice isinevitable.
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says Tabbai sonof Yehudah fromthem received Shetach sonof and Shimon Tabbai sonof Yehudah
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standing  judgment the mastersof and whenare the judges like the arrangersof yourself  make  donot
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they should be  from before you and when they are like wicked ones in youreyes they should be  before you

dismissed
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the judgment —  upon themselves when they accepted like innocent ones in your eyes

Yebudah ben Tabbai teaches that a judge must remain completely impartial, avoiding advocacy and viewing both parties equally during and after the

trial.
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Mishna 9- Thorough Interrogation of Witnesses and Caution in the Words of Judges
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careful and be the witnesses —  toinvestigate much be says Shetach son of  Shimon
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to lie they will learn  from within them lest with your words




Shimon ben Shetach warns judges to cross-examine witnesses thoroughly and to speak carefully so as not to inadvertently teach them howto fabricate

testimony.

m :;ﬁ—tl n B’J!ZH ﬂ; N? 73 tl n ; EI?S Mishna 10- Loving Work and Shunning Lovdship and G ent Intimacy
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— and hate work — love says Shemaiah  fromthem received and Abtalion Shemaiah
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to the ruling authority make yourself known and donot lordship

Shemaiah and Abtalion teach the importance of honest labor, avoiding positionsof power, and keeping a safe distance from the ruling authorities.
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Mishna 11- A Warning to Sages to Guard Their Words to Prevent Desecration of Heaven's Name
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exile  the obligation of you will obligate lest with your words  be careful Sages says Avtalyon
DDSINN DON2T DOTURPAN AWM ,DOYNT oon Dipnd 122
after you who come the disciples and they will drink the evil waters toa place of and you will be exiled
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is profaned Heaven the Name of and it will be found and they will die

Avtalyon warns Torah scholars to speak with extreme precision so that heretical disciples do not misinterpret their words and stray after false doctrines.

Mishna 12 The Conduct of Hillel to Love Peace and Draw Creations Close to Torah
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loving Aharon of  fromthe disciples  be says Hillel fromthem received and Shammai Hillel
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to the Torah and drawing them the creations — loving peace and pursuing  peace
close

Hillel teaches that one should emulate Abaron the Koben Gadol by actively pursuing peace and bringing people closer to the Torah through love.

i'l'ﬂj.'n ’? | D::1 ﬂlg.}: lpEkeloh Mishna 13- The Danger of Secking Fame and Neglecting Torah Study
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ceases add and one who does not  hisname destroys his name one who makes great say used to  He
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This Mishnah warns against using Torah knowledge for self-aggrandizement and emphasizes the necessity of continnous study.
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Hillel teaches that a person must take personal responsibility for their own spiritual growth and act without delay.
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Mishna 15 - Making Torah Study Fixed, Speaking Little and Doing Much, and Welcoming Everyone Warmly
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—  receiving and be much and do little say fixed  your Torah  make says Shammai
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face expression of witha cheerful  person  every

Shammai teachesthe importance of establishing a fixed schedule for Torah study, prioritizing actions over words, and greeting every person with a

pleasant and welcoming countenance.
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and donot  doubt from and remove yourself a teacher foryourself make say would Gamliel Rabban
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Rabban Gamliel teachesthe importance of establishing a halachic authority to resolve donbts and avoiding guesswork when performing mitzvos like

tithing.
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better for the body did I find and not the Sages among Igrewup nydays all says hisson  Shimon
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sin brings words

Shimon the son of Rabban Gamliel teachesthat silence isthe best path for the body, and that practical action is superior to mere study and excessive

speech.




Mishna 18 - Justice Truth and Peace Upon Which the World Stands
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justice  on stands the world things three on says Gamliel ben  Shimon  Rabban
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in your gates

Rabban Shimon ben Gamliel teaches that the preservation of human society depends upon the three pillars of justice, truth, and peace.

CHAPTER SUMMARY

The chapter opens with the Men of the Great Assembly and Shimon the Righteous establishing the pillars of the world,
followed by Antigonus of Socho's warning to serve Hashem without expecting reward. We then progress through the
teachings of the Zugos: Yose ben Yoezer and Yose ben Yochanan on bringing Sages and the poor into our homes; Yehoshua
ben Perachiah and Nittai the Arbelite on acquiring teachers and avoiding evil neighbors; Yehudah ben Tabbai and Shimon
ben Shetach on careful justice; and Shemaiah and Abtalion on avoiding the ruling power and guarding one’s words. Finally,
Hillel and Shammai teach us to pursue peace, fix our Torah study, and receive everyone with a pleasant countenance,
leading into the instructions of Rabban Gamaliel and his son Shimon on silence and action, and concluding with Rabban

Shimon ben Gamaliel's declaration that the world stands on justice, truth, and peace.

TPYR? WHAT TO TAKE HOME

My dear friend, look at how this first chapter of Pirkei Avos begins. It does not start with abstract philosophies, but with a
chain of transmission: Moshe received the Torah from Sinai and passed it down, generation after generation, until it reached
us. This tells us that our Torah is not a theory; itis a living, breathing legacy of connection. When you learn, you are not just
reading a book, you are joining a chain of holy souls. And what do these sages tell us? They tell us that the world stands on
Torah, avodah, and gemilus chasadim, and that the ultimate goal of all our learning is not just to speak, but to do. Shimon his

son says it clearly: 'Study is not the most important thing, but actions.’

Think about Shammai's golden rule: 'Say little, but do much, and receive all men with a pleasant countenance." How often
do we promise ourselves or others big things, only to fall short? The Torah wants us to build our lives on quiet, solid action.
When you greet another Yid with a warm, genuine smile, you are literally sustaining the world. You are bringing the peace

and truth that Rabban Shimon ben Gamaliel says keeps the world standing.

Let us also take to heart the famous words of Hillel: 'If T am not for nyself, who is for me? But if T am for my own self, whatam
I? And if not now, when?' We cannot wait for someone else to do our avodah for us, nor can we live only for ourselves. We

must step up, take responsibility for our spiritual growth, and do it today, without putting it off.

Today, choose one small, concrete action instead of just talking about it. When you meet someone, greet them with a
genuine, warmsmile and a pleasant countenance, and make a fixed five minutes to learn Torah today without any

distractions.
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L CHAPTER PREVIEW

These are the five kapitlach of Tehillimsaid every single day: 32, 43, 83, 121, and 130, each set word for word with its English

meaning. They are gathered here as one section so the whole daily Tehillim can be said and downloaded together.

All introductions and contextual notes are the editor's commentary and are not part of the original text.
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TPYR? WHAT TO TAKE HOME
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When you feel weighed down by your mistakes, do not keepsilent or try to hide them. Open your heart to Hashemin honest
confession, and then immediately shift your focus to absolute trust in His forgiveness and constant protection, knowing that

He never slumbers and is always guarding your steps.

Today, the moment you feel a heavy heart or a sense of spiritual distance, stop what you are doing, speak to Hashemin your

own words to acknowledge your mistake, and then say out loud: "My help is from Hashem, who forgives and guards ny soul.'
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