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CSH'LACH - 18T ALIYAH)

L.l CHAPTER PREVIEW
In this first aliyah of Parshas Sh'lach, we begin the painful and momentous narrative of the meraglim (the spies). Hashem tells
Moshe Rabbeinu that he may send men to scout out the land of Canaan, which Hashemis giving to Bnei Yisrael. Moshe

selects one distinguished leader, a chieftain of high standing, fromeach of the shevatim to undertake this critical mission.

Before they depart, Moshe gives these emissaries specific instructions on what to look for. He also changes the name of
Hoshea bin Nun to Yehoshua, offering hima special blessing and protection for the journey ahead. The men are charged
with examining the strength of the inhabitants, the quality of the land, and the fortification of its cities.

All introductions, summaries, and contextual notes are the editor’s commentary and are not part of the original text.
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Zaccur sonof Shammua Reuven for the tribe of are their names And these

Pasuk S

>7in 12 LY TiynY  mon?

Chori  son of Shaphat  Shimon  For the tribe of
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Yefunneh sonof Calev Yehudah For the tribe of

Pasuk 7

Aei> 12 PRI DWRY  mwn?
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Nun sonof Hoshea Ephraim  For the tribe of
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Rafu son of  Palti Binyamin For the tribe of
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Sodi son of Gaddiel Zevulun For the tribe of
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Susi son of Gaddi Menasheh for the tribe of Yosef for the tribe of
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Gemalli sonof Ammiel Dan For the tribe of
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Michael son of Sethur  Asher For the tribe of
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Vofsi  son of Nachbi Naftali  For the tribe of
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Machi sonof  Geuel Gad For the tribe of
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CHAPTER SUMMARY

The aliyah begins with Hashem's command to Moshe to send distinguished leaders fromeach tribe to scout the land of
Canaan. Moshe lists the names of these twelve chieftains, notably changing Hoshea's name to Yehoshua. He then instructs
them to travel through the Negev into the hill country to assess whether the inhabitants are strong or weak, few or many, and
whether the land is fertile, wooded, and its cities fortified, concluding with a charge to bring back some of the land's first ripe

fruits.




TWYR? WHAT TO TAKE HO ME

Look at how Moshe Rabbeinu prepares the spies before they set out. He does not just tell themto go look at the land; he
gives themhighly specific, practical questions to answer. He asks them to look at whether the cities are open or fortified,
whether the soil is rich or poor, and whether there are trees. Moshe is teaching us a fundamental rule in our own avodah:
when Hashem sends us on a mission in this world, we cannot rely on vague, lofty spiritual feelings alone. We must look at the

actual reality on the ground with clear, practical eyes.

There is another deep lesson here in how Moshe changes the name of Hoshea to Yehoshua, adding the letter Yud to stand
for the name of Hashem. Moshe saw the spiritual dangerahead and knew that even a greatleader, a man of consequence,
needs extra streng th from Hashem to stay true to his mission. We often enter situations in our daily lives—whether in business,
family, or community—where we think we are strong enough to handle the spiritual challenges on our own. But the Torah is

showing us that we must always actively seek out Hashem's help and protection before we step into a new test.

When you face a difficult task or a new situation today, do not just rush into it blindly. Take a moment to look at the practical
details of what is required of you, and at the very same time, say a short tefillah to Hashemto give you the strength to stay

true to your values.

Before starting a difficult task or meeting today, pause for ten seconds to say a quick, quiet prayer to Hashem, asking Him to

protect your thoughts and guide your actions through the challenge.
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L THE SUGYA

In this daf; we continue our deep dive into the sugya of "zachin leadamshelo befanav’—whether we can acquire a benefit
for someone without their direct knowledge. We look at the debate between Rabbi Meir and the Rabbis regarding a slave's
emancipation. Rabbi Meir argues that freeing a slave is actually a disadvantage for him, bringing proof fromthe fact thata
priest's slave loses his right to eat holy terumah once freed. The Gemara also explores the psychological reality of a slave,
explaining that he might prefer his current status because it allows hima more unrestricted lifestyle with a Canaanite

maidservant, which would be forbidden to himasa free Jewish man.

We then move on to a new Mishnah that discusses a person who gives instructions to deliver a get to his wife or a bill of
manumission to his slave, but passes away before the delivery is made. Since the agency is canceled upon death, the
documents cannot be delivered. However, if he instructed to give money to someone, we do fulfill his wishes after his death.
The Gemara brings Rav's qualification that this only applies if the money was piled up in a corner, leading to a beautiful
analysis of whether we are dealing with a healthy person or a shechiv mera (a person on his deathbed).

All introductions, summaries, and contextual notes are the editor’s commentary and are not part of the original text.
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The Gemara asks: As for Rabbi Meir's argument, "And what would be if there was the slave of a priest who fled, or the
wife of a priest who rebelled against her husband — do they not continue to partake of teruma; but this slave who was

emancipated does not partake of teruma at all?" — he is saying well to them! How do the Rabbis answer this?
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Rava said: This is what they answered him in the Mishnah: "Because he is his acquisition."”
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This means that if the master desires, he can take four zuz from an Israelite to sell him the slave's labor, and thereby
disqualify him fromeating teruma wherever he is. Since the master already has the power to disqualify him, freeing him does not

strip him of an absolute right.
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The Gemara asks: And according to Rabbi Meir, this works out well regarding the slave of a priest, whose freedom
disqualifies him from teruma; but regarding the slave of an Israelite, what is there to say? Why is freedom considered a

disadvantage for him?

23933 TNBR IT0BRY 2380 PAYY 3072 PRIY 231 TN

Rabbi Shmuel bar Rav Yitzchak said: Because by frecing him, the master causes him to lose the right to marry a Canaanite

maidservant.
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The Gemara objects: On the contrary, by freeing him, behold he permits him to marry a free woman! This is surely an

advantage.
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The Gemara answers: A slave prefers a life of licentiousness with a maidservant, because she is lowly to him, she is available

to him, and she is unrestricted to him without the formal obligations of marriage.

n;.w.p MISHNAH
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MISHNAH: One who says, "Give this bill of divorce to my wife," or "this bill of manumission to my slave,” and then he

dies — they shall not give it to themafter his death.
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But if he said, "Give a maneh to Mr. So-and-so,"” and then he dies — they shall give it after his death.

GEMARA
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GEMARA: Rav Yitzchak bar Shmuel bar Marta said in the name of Rav: And this ruling that they give the money after

death is only when the coins are piled up and placed ina corner at the time of his command.
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The Gemara asks: With what are we dealing? If we say we are dealing with a healthy person, even when they are piled up,
what of it? Behold, the recipient did not pull the money to performa meshichah, and a healthy person’s verbal gift of movable

property is not binding without an act of acquisition!
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But rather, we must be dealing with a person on his deathbed. If so, why specifically must they be piled up? Even when
they are not piled up it should also be given, as we establish that the words of a person on his deathbed are like

documents written and delivered!
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Rav Zevid said: Actually, the Mishnah is dealing with a healthy person, and it is in accordance with that which Rav Huna
said in the name of Rav. For Rav Huna said in the name of Rav: If one says to another, "I have a maneh in your
possession, give it to So-and-so,” in the presence of the three of them, the recipient acquires it. This type of transfer only

works for a specific deposit, which is why the coins must be piled up.
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Rav Pappa said: Actually, the Mishnah is dealing with a person on his deathbed, and it is in accordance with another
ruling of Rav. For Rav said: A person on his deathbed who said, "Give a maneh to So-and-so from my property” — if he
said "this maneh,” we give it; but if he said "a maneh” without specification, we do not give it, because we are concerned

that perhaps he meant a buried maneh whose location is unknown, and he did not intend to give any other money.
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The Gemara notes: And the halacha is, we are not concerned for a buried sum of money.
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The Gemara asks: What is the reason that Rav Pappa did not say an explanation like Rav Zevid to explain Rav's statement?

SUMMARY

The Gemara resolves the dispute between Rabbi Meir and the Rabbis by explaining how a master always retains the power to
disqualify his slave from terumah, and clarifies that emancipation is considered a disadvantage because a slave prefers the
unrestricted lifestyle permitted to himin his current status. Moving to the next Mishnah, the Gemara explains that while
divorce and manumission documents cannot be delivered after the giver's death, monetary gifts can be. To explain Rav's
ruling that the money must be piled up, the Gemara presents two approaches: Rav Zevid suggests the Mishnah speaks of a

healthy person using the mechanism of "maamad sheloshtan” (a three-party gathering), which only works for a distinct




deposit, while Rav Pappa suggests it speaks of a shechiv mera, where we require the money to be clearly designated so we do

not have to worry that the giver was referring to some lost, buried treasure.

HWV?:? WHAT TO TAKE HO ME

The Gemara on Gittin 13a teaches us a profound lesson about human nature and our spiritual struggles. In discussing the
emancipation of a slave, the Gemara notes a startling reality: "A slave prefers a life of licentiousness.” Even though freedom
grants him the elevated status of a free man, he may actually prefer the lowliness of servitude because it demands less

responsibility and allows him to remain comfortable in his lower habits.

This is the classic struggle of the yetzer hara. How often do we find ourselves holding back from spiritual growth, from
climbing higher in our avodah, simply because the "freedom” of Torah and mitzvos requires discipline? The yetzer hara
whispers to us that it is easier to stay where we are, comfortable in our old habits, rather than taking on the responsibility of a
higher, more refined life. We must recognize this whisper for what it is: the desire of the slave to remain in chains because they

are familiar.

True freedomis the ability to transcend our lower nature and connect to Hashem. When we face moments of growth, we

must push past the comfort of the familiar and choose the elevated path of the neshama.

Today, identify one area of your avodah where you have been holding back out of comfort or habit, and take one small,

active step to elevate yourself in that area.
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LJ THE SUGYA

In this daf, we are zocheh to delve deeper into the beautiful and vital topic of rain, which is the very lifeblood of Eretz Yisrael
and a direct sign of Hashem's hashgacha over His children. We begin with a warmand moving berachah that one tzaddik
gives to another, wishing that his offspring should be just like him, before returning to the sugya of the rains. The Gemara
explores the deep meanings behind the Torah's terms for the early and late rains, showing how every drop is sent with divine

purpose and love.

We will learn the profound lessons of the yoreh (the first rain) and the malkosh (the last rain), understanding how they are
designed to bring berachah to the world rather than destruction. The Gemara also guides us through the specific times of the
year when these rains must fall to be considered a blessing, showing how the timing of the rain directly affects the growth of
the crops and stirs the hearts of Klal Yisrael to teshuvah.

All introductions, summaries, and contextual notes are the editor's commentary and are not part of the original text.

STATEMENT
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May they be like you. So too with you, ny friend, with what shall I bless you? If I bless you with Torah, behold, you already
have Torah; if with wealth, behold, you already have wealth; if with children, behold, you already have children. Rather,

may it be Hashem's will that the offspring of your innards shall be like you.
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The Rabbis taught in a Braisa: Why is the first rain called yoreh? Because it instructs the people to plaster their roofs, and

to bring in their fruits, and to do all their other needs in the field before the heavy rains come.
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Another explanation: Itis called yoreh because it saturates the earth and waters it down to the depths, as it is stated in

the pasuk: "Saturate its furrows, settle its ridges, with showers You melt it, its growth Youbless."
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Another explanation: Yoreh means that it comes down gently and does not come down with fury.
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Or perhaps the word yoreh does not mean this, but rather it is related to shooting, meaning that it knocks off the fruits, and
washes away the seeds, and washes away the trees? Therefore, the verse states: "And the malkosh"; just as malkosh is

forablessing,so too yorehis forablessing.
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Or perhaps the word malkosh does not mean this, but rather it is a harsh rain that knocks down the houses, and breaks the
trees, and brings up the locusts? Therefore, the verse states: "Yoreh"; just as yoreh is for a blessing, so too malkosh is

forablessing.
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And as for yoreh itself, from where do we know that it is for a blessing? As it is written: "And children of Zion, rejoice
and be glad in Hashem your G-d, for He has given you the moreh (first rain) in righteousness, and He has brought down

for you rain, moreh and malkosh, in the first month.”
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The Rabbis taught in a Braisa: The yoreh falls in Marcheshvan, and the malkosh falls in Nissan.
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Do yousay that the yoreh is in Marcheshvan and malkosh is in Nissan, or is it rather that yoreh is in Tishrei and

malkosh is in Iyar? Therefore, the verse states: "Inits season.”
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Regarding the word malkosh, Rav Nehilai bar Idi said that Shmuel said: It means a thing that circumcises and softens the

stubbornness of Israel, bringing them to teshuvah.
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The school of Rabbi Yishmael taught: It is a thing that fills out the grain inits stalks.
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In a Braisa it was taught: Itis a thing that comes down upon the ears of corn and upon the stalks.
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The Rabbis taught in a Braisa: The yoreh is in Marcheshvan, and the malkosh is in Nissan. Do you say that the yoreh is in
Marcheshvan, or is it rather in the month of Kislev? Therefore, the verse states: "Inits season, yoreh and malkosh";

just as malkosh is in its proper season, so too yoreh must be in its properseason.

STATEMENT

MR TR N DRYITTIIO K 172

And once Nissan has passed and rains fall, it is not a sign of blessing but a curse; so too, if Marcheshvan passes without

rain, it is not the ideal time.
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It was taught in another Braisa: The yoreh is in Marcheshvan and the malkosh is in Nissan; these are the words of

Rabbi Meir. But the Sages say: The yoreh is in Kislev.
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Who are "the Sages” of this Braisa? Rav Chisda said: It is Rabbi Yose, as it was taught in a Braisa:
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When is the first rainfall? The earliest is on the third of Marcheshvan; the intermediate is on the seventh of it; the

latest is on the seventeenth of it; these are the words of Rabbi Meir.
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Rabbi Yehudah says: On the seventh, and on the seventeenth, and on the twenty-third of Marcheshvan.
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Rabbi Yose says: On the seventeenth, and on the twenty-third of Marcheshvan, and on Rosh Chodesh Kislev.
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And so Rabbi Yose would say: The individuals do not begin to fast for rain until Rosh Chodesh Kislev arrives.
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Rav Chisda said: The halachah is like Rabbi Yose.

STATEMENT
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Ameimar would teach this statement of Rav Chisda in this version: On the third of Marcheshvan we begin to ask for

rain; Rabban Gamliel says: On the seventh of it. Rav Chisda said: The halachah is like Rabban Gamliel.
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According to whom goes that which is taught in a Braisa: Rabban Shimon ben Gamliel says: Rains that fell for seven
consecutive days, you count them as the first, second, and third rainfalls? According to whom is this? It is according to

Rabbi Yose, who has a seven-day interval between each period.
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Rav Chisda said: The halachah is like Rabbi Yose.
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Granted, the first rainfall is needed to know when to ask for rain. And the third is needed to know when to fast. But the

second rainfall, for what halachic purpose is it mentioned?
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Rabbi Zeira said: For vows, as we learned in a Mishnah: One who vows not to benefit from his friend "until the rains,” the

vow is in effect from when the rains begin to fall until the second rainfall descends.
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Rav Zevid said: For olives, as we learned in a Mishnah: From when is any person permitted to take the ownerless leket,

shichchah, and peah froma field? From when the namoshos have gone through. And for peretand olelos in a vineyard?




From when the poor go through the vineyard and return. And for olives? From when the second rainfall descends.
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What are namoshos? Rabbi Yochanan said: The elderly who walk with a staff and gather slowly. Resh Lakish said: The

gatherers after the gatherers.
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Rav Papa said: The second rainfall is significant to allow walking on private paths through ficlds. As the Master said: Any

person may walk on private paths until the second rainfall descends, because after that it ruins the soil.
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Rav Nachman bar Yitzchak said: To biur (remove) the fruits of Sheviis, as we learned in a Mishnah: Until when may one

benefit from and burn straw and stubble of Sheviis? Until the second rainfall descends.
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What is the reason? As it is written: "And for your domestic animal and for the wild beast that is in your land"; as long
as the wild beast can eat in the field, you may feed your domestic animal in the house. Once it is gone for the wild

beast from the field, you must remove it for your domestic animal from the house.
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Rabbi Abbahu said: What is the meaning of the termrevi'ah? A thing that mates with the ground. Like that of Rav
Yehudah, for Rav Yehudah said: Rain is the husband of the earth, as it is stated: "For as the rain and snow descend

from heaven and do not return there, unless it has watered the earth and made it bring forth and bud.”
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And Rabbi Abbahu said: The first rainfall must be enough to penetrate into the ground one tefach. The second must be

enough to seal the mouth of a barrel with it.

RULING
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Rav Chisda said: Rains that fell enough to seal the mouth of a barrel with them, they do not have the status of "And He

will withhold" the heavens.
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And Rav Chisda said: Rains that fell before the curse of "And He will withhold" is read in Shema, they do not have the
status of "And He will withhold."
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Abaye said: We only said this regarding rain before the "And He will withhold"” of the evening, but rain before the
"And He will withhold" of the morning has the status of "And He will withhold.” For Rav Yehudah bar Yitzchak said:
These morning clouds have no substance, as it is written: "What shall I do for you, Ephraim? What shall I do for you,

Yehudah? For your goodness is like a morning cloud..."
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Rav Papa said to Abaye: But don't people say: When it rains at the opening of the gates in the morning, donkey driver,

fold your sack and sleep because it will rain all day?
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This is not difficult: This case of substantial rain is when the sky is bound with thick clouds, and that case of unsubstantial

rain is when it is bound with light clouds.

STATEMENT
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Rav Yehudah said: It is good for the year when Teves is a widow (dry). Some say this is because the gardens do not lie

fallow, and some say it is because the blast does not take the crops.
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Is that so? But didn't Rav Chisda say: It is good for the year when Teves is muddy and ugly with rain?
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This is not difficult: This statement of Rav Yehudah is where rain came beforehand in Marcheshvan and Kislev, and that

statement of Rav Chisda is where rain did not come beforehand.
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And Rav Chisda said: Rains that fell on part of a province, and on part of the province did not fall, they do not have
the status of "And He will withhold."
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Is that so? But isn't it written: "And I also withheld the rain from you when there were yet three months to the
harvest, and I caused it to rain upon one city and upon another city I did not cause it to rain; one field was rained

upon..." and Rav Yehudah said that Rav said: Both of themare for a curse!
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This is not difficult: This curse is where it came in excess and ruined the crops, and that blessing is where it came as much

as was needed.
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Rav Ashi said: It is also precise in the pasuk, as it is written: "It shall be rained upon” — meaning it will be a place of

too much rain. Learn from this.
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Rabbi Abbahu said: From when do we bless over the rains? From when the groom goes out to meet the bride,

meaning when the puddles on the ground splash up to meet the falling drops.
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What does he bless? Rav Yehudah said that Ravsaid: "We thank You, Hashem our G-d, for every single drop that You

have brought down for us."
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And Rabbi Yochanan concludes it like this: "Were our mouth full of song like the sea, and our tongue joy like the

abundance of its waves..." until "may Your mercies not forsake us, Hashem our G-d, and not abandon us. Blessed is the




One of abundant thanksgivings."
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The Gemara asks: "Abundant thanksgivings"” and not "all thanksgivings"? Rava said: Say instead: "G-d of thanksgivings."
Rav Papa said: Therefore,

S UMMARY

The Gemara begins by analyzing the terms yoreh and malkosh, explaining that the yoreh instructs people to prepare their
homes and fields, moistens the earth, and falls gently, while the malkosh fills out the grain in its stalks and softens the
stubbornness of Klal Yisrael by inspiring teshuvah. We then learn a tannaitic dispute regarding the exact dates of the first
rainfall, with Rabbi Meir, Rabbi Yehuda, and Rabbi Yosei offering different ranges of dates spanning from the third of
Marheshvan until the New Moon of Kislev. Finally, the Gemara establishes the halachah in accordance with Rabbi Yosei
regarding the fasting schedule fora drought, and in accordance with Rabban Gamliel that we begin asking for rain on the

seventh of Marheshvan.

AWYN? WHAT TO TAKE HO ME

The Gemara teaches us that the first rain is called "yoreh" because it "instructs” (moreh) people to plaster their roofs, bring in
their produce, and prepare for the coming season. Think about this, my dear friend: rain is a direct, miraculous gift from
Hashem, yet its very name tells us to get up and do our part. Hashemsends the blessing, but He expects us to prepare the
vessel. If we leave our roofs unplastered and our fields untended, the very same rain that should have brought life and

warmth will instead cause damage and loss.

This is a profound rule in all of our avodah. We often pray for parnassah, for shalombayis, or for hatzlahah in our learning,
and we wait for a miracle to fall from Heaven. But the Torah is teaching us that when the blessing is about to come, we must
first "plaster our roofs.” We have to make a vessel. If you want your children to grow up with yiras Shamayim, you cannot just
pray; you must show thema home filled with warmth for mitzvos. If you want success in your learning, you must set a fixed

time and clear away the distractions.

Even the "malkosh,"” the late rain, is described by Shmuel as that which "circumcises the stubbornness (kashyuteihen) of
Israel." When things do not go exactly as we planned, or when the blessings are delayed, it is not to break us, chas v'shalom.
It is Hashem gently softening our hearts, breaking through our stubbornness, and bringing us closer to Him. Every drop of

rain, and every event in our lives, is sent with precise timing and immense love to help us grow.

Today, when you pray for Hashem's blessing in any area of your life, take one practical step to prepare your "vessel” for that

blessing—whether it is setting a distraction-free zone for your learning or making a concrete plan to avoid a conflict at home.
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L.l CHAPTER PREVIEW

In this chapter, we will learn the halachos of several of the thirty-nine melachos of Shabbos, focusing on those related to
taking life and preparing hides. Hashem commanded us to refrain from these creative acts on His holy day, and we begin by
exploring the melacha of Shochet (slaughtering), which includes any form of taking a creature's life, whether it is a mammal,
bird, fish, or even certain insects. We will learn which creatures are forbidden to kill and the special cases where dangerous

pests may be destroyed to protect human life.

Following this, the Rambam guides us through the melachos involved in processing leather, which were used in the Mishkan
to make the beautiful coverings. These include Mafshit (skinning), Me'abed (tanning/processing), and Memachek
(smoothing). Through these halachos, we gain a deeper understanding of how we must guard our actions on Shabbos,
ensuring that every act of labor is sanctified and kept within the boundaries of the Torah.

All introductions, summaries, and contextual notes are the editor's commentary and are not part of the original text.

n ; W : vn 1 N3 -fb 11'\1 '-”1: g’: ﬂ? ’u: MION  Halacha 1. The Probibition of Taking a Life and the Derivatives of Slanghtering on Shabbos
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ofall  fromone a soul who takes anyone but only slaughters and not isliable One who slaughters
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or by slaughtering whether and creeping creature and fish and fowl and domestic animal wild beast types of
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this behold it dies until the living creature  —  One who strangles isliable by striking  or by stabbing
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itdied wuntil andleftit water of fromabowl afish onetookup if  Therefore slaughtering isa derivative of
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between like a sela onit there dried once but it dies until and not strangling because of he is liable
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the animal into the womb of his hand One who inserts to live able  itisnot forfurther he isliable its fins
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is liable that is in its womb the fetus and detached

This balacha definesthe melacha of slaughtering, explaining that taking any creature’s life by any means—including strangling, drying out a fish, or

detaching a fetus—renders one liable.




n ; W : ﬂ’}?? in 1 E’W ?; ﬂ J'ﬂ n Halacha 2 Killing Creeping Things and Worms on Shabbos
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like the dust from are formed or andfemale frommale and multiply reproduce thatthey creeping things
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but  ora wild animal a domestic animal like one who kills isliable  them  one who kills the fleas
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with them and the like that rotted the fruits  and from  the dung  from whose formationis creeping things
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isexempt one whokills them  the legumes  thatare inside and worms meat of worms suchas

The Rambam distinguishes between creatures that reproduce sexually or from dust, and those that spontaneously generate from rotting matter,

regarding the probibition of killing on Shabbos.
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— tokill  and itis permitted and throws them  the lice — rubs on Shabbos his garments One who searches
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the sweat from thatthey because on Shabbos  the lice

Lice may be killed on Shabbos because they are considered ro generate from sweat rather than through male and female reproduction.
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and the hornet thatisin Mitzrayim the fly suchas certainly and kill bite that they andinsect A beast
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mad and a dog Yisrael thatis in the Land of and the snake thatisin Chadyab and the scorpion thatisin Nineveh
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if  the damaging ones all and the rest of when they are seen on Shabbos tokill them itis permitted  place  inevery
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fleeing or in their place sitting they were and if tokill them itis permitted afterhim running they were
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his walking at the time of his innocence accordingto he stepson them andif tokill them itis forbidden frombefore him
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itis permitted and kills them

This halacha details which dangerous creatures may be killed on Shabbos duc to life-threatening danger, and the rules for other pests.
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the hide from one who processes and similarly is liable an amulet to make enough the hide from One who skins
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a type of for salting one who processes and one whosalts and both isliable an amulet to make enough
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enough the hide from one who smooths and similarly regarding foodstuffs processing and there is no is processing
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fromupon  the wool  or hair ~ one who removes this smoothing is  and which isliable anamulet to make
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the hide  the surface of he makes smooth until death after  the hide

This balacha defines the minimum measures and specific actions that constitute the forbidden laborsof skinning, processing, and smoothing hideson

Shabbos.
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and is liable ~ of skinning isa derivative this behold the k'laf  from upon duchsustos One who separates
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the hide upon One who treads isliable anamulet  tomake enough the hide from One who separates
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it and levels and stretchesit with hishand one who softensit or it hardens until with his foot
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One who plucks and is liable of processing isa derivative this behold do that the leather workers in the manner
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a poultice one who smears And likewise and isliable of smoothing isa derivative this behold  the wing  from a feather
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he smooths ~ until thatare smeared  fromthings of them and the like pitch  or wax or amount any
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thatis stretched  the hide upon with his hand one who rubs And likewise smoothing on accountof isliable their surface
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smoothing on account of is liable the pillars between

This halacha detailsthe derivatives of the forbidden labors of skinning, processing bides, and smoothing surfaces on Shabbos.
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provided that he and thisis isliable anamulet to make enough the hide from One who cuts
intends
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if but melacha whichis withintention and cuts its width and the measure of itslength for the measure of
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or like one acting without but  forits measure intention without or destruction by wayof he cut
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cutting isa derivative of this behold the wing —  One who trims isexempt thisone behold like one playing
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cutting  because of isliable cedar  of beams the heads of one who scrapes and similarly and is liable
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from  metal acraftsman of or the woods from wood a craftsmanof thathe cuts piece any and similarly
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and trimmed it frombefore him wood  of  asplinter One who takes  cutting  because of is liable the metals
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isliable ~the door =~ —  withit toopen or histeeth withit  to pick

This halacha defines the parametersof the forbidden labor of cutting to a specific size, including its derivatives such astrimming wingsor shaping

wood.
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and palmrbranches  moist and grasses  straw suchas ananimal for food of fit that is thing  Any
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utensils  fixing of in them that there isnot because on Shabbos  them totrim  itis permitted of them and the like
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hard that they are though - even them to smell spices wood of  totrim  and it is permitted
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whether  large  wood that he stripped whether thathe wants what any fromthem and one may strip and dry
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small  wood that he stripped

This balacha discusses the permissibility of trimming animal food and fragrant branches on Shabbos, as the probibition of making a utensil does not

apply to these items.
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in the place of towrite condition on  writing One whoerases isliable letters two  One who writes
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is exempt like two large one letter One who writes is liable letters two  the erasure
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he is liable two towrite enough initsplace  and there is large one letter If one erased
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condition on  One who writes he isliable the book ~—  withit and completed  one letter If one wrote
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But  the writing on  butrather the writing the place of ison hisliability —fornot isliable the hide to ruin
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it and he erased a book topof on ink Iffell  isexempt to ruin condition on one who erases
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towrite  enough initsplace thereis if it and he erased  the tablet topof on wax or if fell
:2°0 NPNIR Y
he is liable letters two

This halacha defines the minimum measure of writing and erasing for which one isliable on Shabbos, aswell as the status of completing a book with a

single letter.
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sas sas rar gag tet dad like one isaword andit twice doubled  aletter One who writes
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marks fromtwo andeven isliable language andinany script inany and one who writes isliable chach

This balacha definesthe liability for writing on Shabbos, including writing a two-letter word by repeating a single letter, or writing in any language or

Script.

203 °23 ©Y 72031 TN AN IPRY NIPAIN AW N2°n3

Halacha 11 - Writing One Letter Next to Existing Writing and Letters That Cannot Be Read Together
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towrite  and one who intends writing topof on  writing or writing  next to one letter One who writes
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letter and one who writes letters with other tothis  similar andso zeinins two and wrote  a chet
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who wrote  or this with this read  they are not forbehold onthe beam  one  andletter on the ground  one
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If he wrote them isexempt this with this read  and they are not a tablet pagesof on two letters two
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he isliable this with this areread andthey atablet pagesof ontwo or acomer wallsof ontwo

This balacha discusses the exemption for writing lettersthat cannot be read as a single unit due to their separation, and the status of writing over

existing writing.
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onthat  and went this ina province one letter uponit and wrote toit and similar parchment Ifhe took
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because at the time he isliable another ~ onascroll  another ina province second aletter and wrote day
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for their bringing close  an action lacking and they are not this with this they are read that he brings them
close

This balacha teaches that writing two letterson separate parchmentsin different locations still incurs liability because they can be brought together to be

read.
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Howso isexempt complete  word fromit  that they read though - even  one letter One who writes
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number in place of that he wrote it or ma'aser it reads  and everyone mem thathe wrote for example
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one letter  One who corrects is exempt this one behold forty that he wrote s like it for behold
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zayins two anditbecame  the chet  the roof of thathe divided for example two it and made
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to this similar all andso isliable

This balacha discusses the liability of writing a single letter that represents a full word or number, and the liability of dividing one letter into two.
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is exempt or with his elbow with his mouth with his foot his hand ~ with the back of  or with his left ~ One who writes
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he wrote andif isexempt man every like the leftof tohim whichis withhis right who wrote A left-handed person
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whether with his right whether and wrote equally his hands with both of And one who rules he isliable ~ with his left
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An adult isliable and writing his hand holding and an adult apen holding A minor he is liable ~ with his left
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isexempt and writing hishand holding and a minor a pen holding

This halacha detailsthe exemptions for writing in an unusual manner, the rules for left-handed and ambidextrous individuals, and the statusof joint

writing by an adult and a minor.
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Halacha 15 - Writing and Erasing with a Permanent Substance on a Durable Surface
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ink suchas and endures thatleavesa mark witha substance  he writes  until isliable one who writes Not
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athing on and he writes of them and the like and vitriol and gum  and vermilion and blacking
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but of them and the like and wood and paper and parchment hide suchas uponit the writing that preserves
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This balacha defines the Melacha of writing and erasing on Shabbos, establishing that liability isonly incurred when both the writing material and

the writing surface are durable and permanent.
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Halacha 16 - Writing on Human Skin, Tearing Letters in Hide, and Tracing Over Existing Writing on Shabbos
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because of isliable writing the shape of  the hide on One whotears isexempt writing the formof hisflesh  on
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topof on ink  One who passes isexempt writing the shape of the hide on One whomarks  writing
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on ink  Ifhe passed  erasing because of andone  writing because of  one two is liable vermilion
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he isexempt ink topof on vermilion or vermilion topof on orvermilion ink topof

Thisbalacha detailsthe parametersof the melacha of writing on Shabbos, including writing on skin, scratching letters, and tracing over existing ink or

vermilion.
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This halacha definesthe derivatives of writing, erasing, and ruling lines, including drawing designs, erasing to correct, and marking wood or stone to

ensure 5[7‘6{1;{171‘ CUts.

CHAPTER SUMMARY

This chapter details the prohibitions of taking life and preparing hides on Shabbos. The Rambam rules that anyone who takes
the life of any living creature—whether by slaughtering, stabbing, or even removing a fish from water—is liable for Shochet,
though exceptions are made for killing dangerous pests that pose a threat to life. The chapter then transitions to the melachos
of processing hides, explaining that skinning, salting, tanning, and smoothing a hide to the minimumsize of an amulet makes
one liable. Finally, the Rambam defines the specific act of separating the layers of a hide, namely duchsustos fromk'laf; asa

derivative of the melacha of smoothing.
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The holy Shabbos is a day of complete rest, but our learning teaches us that this rest is not a passive slumber; it is a state of
deep, active mindfulness. When the Torah forbids us from taking a life—even that of a tiny fish by merely letting it dry out, or
an insect that reproduces—it is training our souls to recognize the immense power of our actions. On Shabbos, we step back
from manipulating the physical world. We do not skin, smooth, salt, or cut to size, nor do we write even two small letters. We

realize that every small act of ours leaves a permanent mark on creation.

This is the beautiful avodah of Shabbos. By carefully governing our hands, our speech, and our movements, we build a
sanctuary of yiras Shamayim. We show Hashem that we recognize His mastery over every detail of the universe. If the Torah
cares so deeply about the life of a small creature or the writing of two letters, how much more does Hashem cherish every

single word of Torah we speak, every mitzvah we perform, and every moment we choose restraint over impulse?

Today, take one moment before Shabbos begins to consciously pause and think about the holiness of your actions. Before you

do a simple physical act, remind yourself: "I ama servant of Hashem, and my hands are holy."
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In this chapter, we learn how to stand strong against the subtle tricks of the yetzer hara, who tries to lead us astray under the
guise of piety. The yetzer hara may tempt a person to take on extra stringencies or make changes to established paths, but we
are warned to stick to the ancient boundaries set by our holy forefathers. We must first ensure we are fully keeping our basic

obligations before trying to go above and beyond the letter of the law.

We also begin to explore the second type of temptation, where the yetzer hara tries to make us worry about what other people
think. He will flatter us about our high spiritual level and then whisper that we must now strive to find favor in the eyes of our
fellow men. The chapter teaches us how to recognize these damaging thoughts and how to answer the yetzer hara with

emunah and clear thinking.

All introductions, summaries, and contextual notes are the editor’s commentary and are not part of the original text.
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And it is possible that the seemingly proper nature of that plan appeared to your mind at its beginning, while the way of ruin that will
result from it in the end was hidden from you; and you, in your lack of deliberation, see its uprightness but do not see its error and the

ways of its ruin.
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And the wise king Shlomo said, "Do not remove an ancient boundary stone,” and he said, "Hear, my son, the instruction of your
father," and he said regarding one who condemns his fathers, "There is a generation that is pure in its own eyes, yet is not washed

fromits filth; a generation that curses its father,” and he said, "The eye that mocks a father.”
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However, if you see fit to take upon yourself optional additions to the mitzvos as much as you are capable of, after you have fully
discharged your obligatory duties of the mitzvos, out of a love for piety, and after your intellect agrees to them and they are far

removed from your personal desires — then it is good.
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And you will receive reward for this, and you are not deviating in this from the path of the early sages; for they have already said,

"And make a fence for the Torah."




Mwn 0010 Ay K2 TR 1T DY OT2T TRYaw 2300 20090 1370 10 23En" NN
ST

And they said, "Why was Yerushalayim destroyed? Because they established their rulings strictly on the law of the Torah, and did not

act beyond the letter of the law."
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And they said, "Rav Huna said: Anyone who occupies himself with Torah study alone is like one who has no G-d, as it is said, 'For

many days Israel was without the true G-d' — rather, one must occupy himself with both Torah and acts of lovingkindness."
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And one of the pious men said, "He who has no extra additions has not fulfilled his basic obligation"; yet, the extra addition is not

accepted until the basic obligation is first paid in full.

NOTE The pious man's statement means that true fulfillment of one's duty requires a spirit of generosity that goes beyond the bare minimum;

however, one cannot use extra stringencies to bypass or neglect basic halachic obligations.
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And our Sages have already permitted us, and even obligated us, to conduct ourselves with additions to the mitzvos, just as they said,
"We add from the profane to the holy”"; and so too with additions in fasting, prayer, tzedakah, and leaving overabundance of the

extra foods that are otherwise permitted to us.
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And they warned against swearing by Hashem's Name even regarding the truth, and against speaking excessively even if the words
are free of falsehood, and against discussing the affairs of other people even if they are free of disparagement, and against praising a
person excessively even if he is worthy of it, and that one should not speak of the shortcomings of those who fall short or despise them

even if they deserve it, and many similar things.
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And it is proper that we now explain examples from this second category of temptations, from which one can learn to understand
other matters, so that a person may guard himself against them with Hashem's help when he knows them; for there is no good matter

that does not have a corresponding pitfall that can ruin it.
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And one who understands the nature of the pitfalls that ruin good deeds will know how to guard against them; but one who only

knows the good deeds alone will end up with nothing of them remaining, due to the abundance of pitfalls that will overtake him.
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And one of the pious men used to instruct his disciples: "Learn the bad first so that you can separate yourselves from it, and afterward

learn the good and performit,” just as the verse says, "Plow for yourselves a furrow, and do not sow among thorns.”
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And Rabban Yochanan ben Zakkai said regarding the cheating of weights and measures: "Woe to me if I speak of it, and woe to me if
I do not speak of it; if I speak of it, perhaps the swindlers will learn new tricks from my words, and if I do not speak of it, perhaps the

swindlers will say: "The Torah scholars are not experts in our secret practices."”
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And the Gemara subsequently asked: "Did he speak of them or did he not speak of them?” And they concluded: "He did speak of
them, and he spoke of them based on this verse: 'For the ways of Hashem are straight; the righteous shall walk in them, while the

transgressors shall stumble in them."
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And T say that regarding all that we have previously mentioned in this gate of the doubts that the yetzer hara tries to cast upon a
person — if he cannot succeed in making him doubt through them, he will argue with him about them using claims and proofs to

undermine his truths.
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And when you stand firm against his vanity and the weakness of his proofs, so that he cannot stand against you or undermine what
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you know to be clear and true from what we have already discussed in this gate, he will return to flatter you and mislead you

regarding your own self, and he will say to you:
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"How I rejoice in your situation, in your good faith and your wholehearted devotion to G-d! You have already reached levels of piety
that no one else in your generation has reached, and you have more than sufficiently thanked the Creator for His goodness and

kindness; now it is proper for you to also conduct yourself in a way that pays some of your debts of gratitude to other people.”
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"For you already know that they are the immediate causes of your benefit and harm, and it is clear to us that when they are pleased
with you, it brings you honor, and when they are angry with you, it brings you loss; therefore, strive to do what pleases them and find
favor in their eyes, just as our Sages of blessed memory said: 'Anyone with whom the spirit of his fellow men is pleased, the spirit of the

Omnipresent is pleased with him.""
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Answer him: "And what benefit will T get from secking favor with a weakling like myself, who has no power to help me or harm me?
For the verse says, 'Cease from relying on man, whose breath is in his nostrils, for of what value is he?’ And even if it were an

obligation, how could I possibly please all the people of my generation, when I cannot even please the members of my own household,

let alone anyone else!”
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"And as for what you mentioned from the words of our Sages of blessed memory on this matter, it does not obligate one to actively

strive to win the favor of all people, as it is written, "When Hashem is pleased with a man's ways, He makes even his enemies to be at

peace with him.""
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"And so too, when all people, from the smallest to the greatest, acknowledge and praise someone and are pleased with his deeds, it is

proof that G-d, may He be blessed, has planted love for him in the hearts of men and placed a good name for him on their tongues;

and the Creator does not do this for those He dislikes, so this serves as a clear and powerful proof that the Creator is pleased with him."
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"But for a pious person to actively strive and exert himself so that people will praise him for his service of G-d — this is not the way of

the pious; therefore, guard yourself against this and similar temptations of the yetzer hara, for he is trying to lead you down this path

until he traps you in the snare of hypocrisy.”
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"And answer him when he praises you: "Why do you praise me for knowing my duties to G-d? This knowledge only serves as a claim

against me before G-d, because I do not exert myself to act fully in accordance with what I know!"

{ WHAT TO TAKE FROM IT W




The chapter outlines the proper way to take on extra stringencies, explaining that while going above and beyond is
praiseworthy and aligned with the teachings of our Sages, it is only acceptable after one's obligatory duties are fully met. We
are warned that knowing how to performgood deeds is not enough; we must also learn what damages themso we can guard
our avodah frombeing spoiled. Finally, the text exposes the yetzer hara's tactic of using flattery to make us seek human
approval, and provides the ultimate response: a person must realize that mortal men have no power to help or harm, and our

only true focus must be finding favor with Hashem.
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My dear friend, the yetzer hara is a master strategist. When he sees he cannot stop you fromdoing a mitzvah, he changes his
tactics entirely. He stops fighting you and starts praising you! He whispers in your ear how holy you are, how much better you
are than others, and then he gently nudges you to start worrying about what people think of your beautiful avodah. Before
you know it, you are performing for an audience of flesh and blood, and the purity of your service to Hashem is completely

ruined.

To protect ourselves, we must learn from the wise advice of the Chassid in our text: we must study the 'thorns'—the subtle
spiritual dangers—before we can safely plant our good deeds. One of the greatest dangers is the urge to take on extra,
beautiful stringencies (chumros) before we have even mastered our basic, daily obligations. If a person is not careful with the
absolute basics of halacha, yet they are busy taking on extra fasts or special stringencies to look pious, itis a trap of the yetzer
hara. True avodah means securing the foundation of your obligatory duties first, and only then adding extra layers out of

pure, quiet love for Hashem, far away fromthe eyes of others.

When the yetzer hara tries to flatter you today or make you worry about your social standing in the eyes of others, answer
him clearly: "What good is the approval of a weak human being who can neither help nor harm my neshama?’ Turn your heart

back to the only One Who matters.

Today, choose one basic, obligatory halacha that you already do, and focus on performing it with absolute perfection and
quiet sincerity, completely hidden from the eyes and praise of other people.
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The Five Daily Kapitlach

L CHAPTER PREVIEW

These are the five kapitlach of Tehillimsaid every single day: 32, 43, 83, 121, and 130, each set word for word with its English

meaning. They are gathered here as one section so the whole daily Tehillim can be said and downloaded together.

All introductions and contextual notes are the editor's commentary and are not part of the original text.
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TPYR? WHAT TO TAKE HOME
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When you feel weighed down by your mistakes, do not keepsilent or try to hide them. Open your heart to Hashemin honest
confession, and then immediately shift your focus to absolute trust in His forgiveness and constant protection, knowing that

He never slumbers and is always guarding your steps.

Today, the moment you feel a heavy heart or a sense of spiritual distance, stop what you are doing, speak to Hashemin your

own words to acknowledge your mistake, and then say out loud: "My help is from Hashem, who forgives and guards ny soul.'
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