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Daf Yomi - The Full Daf - Elucidated Talmud - Navy & Gold Edition - with Rashi

L) THE SUGYA

In this daf; we continue our deep dive into the sugya of a fetus's limb that protruded from the womb before shechitah. We
explore the machlokes between Rabbi Meir and the Rabbis regarding whether a limb destined to be cut off is already
considered severed, and how this affects the tumah of the limb. The Gemara brings a beautiful clarification from Ravina,
explaining that even the Rabbis, who normally argue on Rabbi Meir regarding vessels, would agree that food connections

are considered separated and merely touching, which directly impacts our understanding of the fetus and its limb.

All introductions, summaries, and contextual notes are the editor’s commentary and are not part of the original text.
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STATEMENT
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itisregarded as though it were already cut and separated.
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The Gemara asks: In accordance with whose opinion is this principle? Is it
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in accordance with Rabbi Meir? As we learned in a Mishnah: Regarding all handles of vessels that are too long and one
is destined to cut them down, one only needs to immerse the handle until the point of its eventual measure, and the vessel

is purified even though the rest of the handle was not submerged; these are the words of Rabbi Meir.
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And the Sages say: The vessel is not purified until he immerses all of it, including the entire handle. Evidently, only Rabbi

Meir holds that what is destined to be cut is considered already cut.
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The Gemara answers: You may even say that Ravina's explanation is in accordance with the Rabbis, for the Rabbis only argue
regarding vessels, but the connections of foods are regarded as though they are separated, and they are merely touching

one another. Since the fetus and its limb are treated as food, they are considered separated and touching.
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The Gemara asks: Granted according to Ulla, who says the limb became tamei at the moment of its separation, this is the reason

that the Mishnah teaches the case where "he cut it”,
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but according to Ravina, who says the connection is like food and it is considered separated even while attached, what is the

need for the Mishnah to say "he cut it"?
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The Gemara answers: Since the Tanna taught in the first clause "he cut it”, where it was necessary, he also taught in the

latter clause "he cut it” for stylistic consistency.
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The Mishnah stated: And the Sages say that the fetus has the status of contact with a slaughtered tereifah.

GEMARA
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The Gemara asks: Does a slaughtered tereifah impart tumah?
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The Gemara answers: Yes, in accordance with the statement of Shmuel's father, as Shmuel's father said: A tereifah that one

slaughtered imparts tumah to sacrificial foods by Rabbinic decree.
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The Mishnah cited the Rabbis' reasoning: Just as we find regarding a tereifah that its shechitah purifies it from the tumah of

a carcass, so too, the shechitah of the animal should purify the limb of the fetus.

GEMARA
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It was taught in a Braisa: Rabbi Meir said to them: And indeed, what purified this limb from the status of a carcass?

The shechitah of its mother! If so, let it also permit it for eating!

BRAISA
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They said to him: The shechitah saves that which is not its body much more than it saves its own body, as we learned:
One who cuts froma fetus that is in its womb and leaves the pieces inside, they are permitted for eating through the

mother’s shechitah; but if he cuts from the spleen or from the kidneys of the mother, they are forbidden for eating.
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The Gemara asks: What is this dialogue saying? The flow of the argument is unclear.
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Rava said, and some say it unattributed [kedi]: The Braisa is missing words, and this is what it is teaching:
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Rabbi Meir said to them: And indeed, what purified this limb from the status of a carcass? The shechitah of its

mother, if so, let it permit it for eating!
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They said to him: Let the case of a tereifah prove the point, as its shechitah purifies it from the status of a carcass, yet

does not permit it for eating.
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He said to them: No, if the shechitah of a tereifah purified it itself, which is some thing that is its own body, should it

also purify the limb of the fetus, which is some thing that is not its own body?
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They said to him: The shechitah saves that which is not its body much more than it saves its own body, as we learned:
One who cuts from a fetus that is in its womb and leaves the pieces inside, they are permitted for eating; but if he cuts

from the spleen or from the kidneys of the mother, they are forbidden for eating.
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It was also taught likewise in another Braisa: Rabbi Meir said to them: And indeed, what purified this limb from the

status of a carcass? They said to him: The shechitah of its mother. He replied: If so, let it permit it for eating!
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They said to him: Let the case of a tereifah prove the point, as its shechitah purifies it from the status of a carcass, yet

does not permit it for eating.
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He said to them: If the shechitah of a tereifah purified it and the limb dangling from it, which is some thing that is its

own body, should it purify the fetus, which is not its own body?
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They said to him: The shechitah saves that which is not its body much more than it saves its own body, as we learned:
One who cuts from a fetus that is in its womb and leaves the pieces inside, they are permitted for eating; but if he cuts

from the spleen or from the kidneys of the mother, they are forbidden for eating.

STATEMENT
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Rabbi Shimon ben Lakish said: Just as there is a dispute between Rabbi Meir and the Sages regarding the limbs of fetuses,

so too there is a dispute regarding the dangling limbs of the mother animal itself.

STATEMENT
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And Rabbi Yochanan said: The dispute is only regarding a limb of a fetus, but regarding a limb of the animal itsclf, all

agree that shechitah makes it fall away, meaning it is considered completely severed and is not purified from carcass-tumah.
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Rabbi Yose b'Rabbi Chanina said: What is the reason of Rabbi Yochanan according to the Rabbis, who distinguish
between the limb of a fetus and the limb of the mother?

SN2 RNIRA D NOP KT ,TNN2 RN D NON ORN

T T T

This limb of a fetus has a remedy by re turning to the womb, for if it is retracted, the shechitah permits it; but this limb of the

mother has no remedy by returning, for even if it is reattached, it remains forbidden.
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The Gemara raises an objection from the Braisa: Rabbi Meir said to them: No, if the shechitah of a tereifah purified it
and the limb dangling from it, which is some thing that is its own body, should it purify the fetus, which is so me thing
that is not its own body? This implies that the Rabbis hold that shechitah does purify a dangling limb of the mother!
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EXPLANATION
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Granted, according to Rabbi Shimon ben Lakish, we can explain that Rabbi Meir was speaking to them, the Rabbis,

according to their own words, as follows:
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According to my own opinion, there is no difference with regard to the limb of a fetus, and there is no difference with

regard to the limb of an animal; they are like each other in that the slaughter of the animal does not render either of them pure.
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But according to Rabbi Yochanan, who holds that both agree that a hanging limb is not rendered pure by slaughter, Rabbi

Meir's statement is difficult, as it is inconsistent with both his opinion and the Rabbis' opinion.




AN DT TN UK KPN

Rather, if such a dispute was stated, it was stated like this:

STATEMENT
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Rabbi Shimon ben Lakish said: Just as there is a dispute with regard to the limbs of fetuses that emerged, so too there is

adispute with regard to hanging limbs of an animal.

STATEMENT
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And Rabbi Yochanan said: The dispute is only with regard to the limb of a fetus, but with regard to the limb of an
animal, everyone agrees that slaughter does not make it as though it has fallen off prior to the slaughter, and therefore it

does not contract the impurity of a carcass.
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Rabbi Yosei son of Rabbi Chanina said: What is the reason of Rabbi Yochanan according to Rabbi Meir for
distinguishing between a hanging limb and a fetus's limb?
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This hanging limb is part of its own body, but that fetus's limbis not part of its body.
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Rav Yitzchak bar Yosef said that Rabbi Yochanan said: Everyone agrees that death makes a hanging limb as though it has

fallen off beforehand, and everyone agrees that slaughter does not make it as though it has fallen off.
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With what are we dealing here?
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If we say we are dealing with the limb of a fe tus, they explicitly disagree about this!
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Rather, we must be dealing with the limb of an animal. But if so, the halacha regarding death we have already learned ina

Mishnah, and the halacha regarding slaughter we have already learned in a Mishnah!
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The halacha regarding death we have learned in the Mishnah: If the animal died, the hanging flesh needs susceptibility to
impurity, and the limb imparts impurity because of a limb froma living animal, and it does not impart impurity because

of alimb from a carcass; these are the words of Rabbi Meir.
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The halacha regarding slaughter also we have learned in that Mishnah: If the animal was slaughtered, they, the limb and the
flesh, were rendered susceptible to impurity by its blood; these are the words of Rabbi Meir. Rabbi Shimon says: They

were not rendered susceptible by its blood.
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The Gemara answers: If we had derived it only from that Mishnah, I would have said: What is the meaning of "they were
rendered susceptible”? It refers only to the flesh, but the limb is considered as though it fell off beforehand and is already

impure as a limb froma living animal.
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The Gemara objects: But it teaches "they were rendered susceptible” in the plural, which implies both the flesh and the limb!
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The Gemara explains: Lest you say that the plural refers to two types of flesh: one for flesh that separates from the animal,

and one for flesh that separates from the limb.
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The Gemara asks: And what is the strength of this flesh over that flesh that they both need to be mentioned?
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It might enter your mind to say: Since the flesh on the limb imparts a severe impurity along with its father, the limb itself, I

might say it does not require susceptibility to impurity; therefore, the Mishnah teaches us that it does.

STATEMENT
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Rav Yosef'said: Hold the ruling of Rav Yitzchak bar Yosef in your hand, for Rabba bar bar Chana stands like him.
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As it is taught in a Braisa: "And flesh in the field that is torn you shall not eat” — this comes to include the limb and the

flesh that are hanging froma domesticated animal, a wild animal, or a bird, and he slaughtered them, that they are
forbidden to be eaten.
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And Rabba bar bar Chana said that Rabbi Yochanan said on this:

SUMMARY

The Gemara goes on to analyze the dialogue and the deep halachic back-and-forth between Rabbi Meir and the Sages
regarding whether the mother's shechitah can purify the protruding limb from carcass-tumah. We learn that according to the
Rabbis, the shechitah of the mother has a unique power to save that which is not its own body (the fetus) even more than its
own body, as seen in the case of one who cuts pieces of a fetus and leaves theminside the womb. Finally, we learn of a major
machlokes between Rabbi Shimon ben Lakish and Rabbi Yochanan regarding whether this dispute extends to dangling limbs
of the mother animal itself, with Rabbi Yochanan explaining thata fetus's limb is unique because it has a remedy of being

retracted back into the womb.
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In our sugya, the Chachamimteach a profound principle: "The shechitah saves that which is not its body much more than it
saves its own body." Sometimes, an act of purification or elevation has a far greater impact on the things connected to us, the

"fetus” within the womb, than on our own immediate selves.

We often measure our spiritual growth by how much we have personally changed, looking only at "our own body.” But the
Torah is teaching us that the holiness we generate through our avodah, our mitzvos, and our learning ripples outward,
protecting and elevating our children, our students, and our surroundings in ways we cannot even see. Your personal

shechitah, your self-discipline and devotion to Hashem, has a saving power that extends far beyond your own boundaries.

Today, when you do a mitzvah or sit down to learn, do not think you are only working on yourself. Have in mind that the
holiness you are bringing into your life is actively protecting, nourishing, and elevating your family and everyone around

you.
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LJ CHAPTER PREVIEW

In this chapter, the Rambam takes us into the very heart of the greatness of Torah study, showing us how the crown of Torah
stands supreme above all other crowns in Klal Yisrael. We will learn how the Torah is the inheritance of every single Yid,
waiting for anyone who is willing to put in the effort to acquire it, and how a talmid chacham takes precedence in honor over

even a Kohen Gadol who is an amha'aretz.

The chapter also guides us in how to balance our learning with the performance of other mitzvos. The Rambam lays down the
practical halachic guidelines for when we must interrupt our learning to performa mitzvah and when we must remain
engrossed in our holy study, based on whether the mitzvah can be performed by others.

All introductions, summaries, and contextual notes are the editor’s commentary and are not part of the original text.

Halacha 1- The Three Crowns and the Supreme Greatness of the Crown of Torah
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With three crowns were crowned Israel:
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the crown of Torah, and the crown of priesthood, and the crown of royalty.
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As for the crown of priesthood, Aaron merited it,

299y NITD N2 17NN YT i Anom 20 N5 3T MmN

as it is said in the Torah, "And it shall be for himand for his descendants after hima covenant of priesthood eternal.”
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As for the crown of royalty, Dovid merited it,
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as it is said in Tehillim, "His seed forever shall be, and his throne like the sun before Me."
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But the crown of Torah, behold, it is placed and standing and ready for every Jew,
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as it is said in the Torah, "Torah commanded us Moshe, an inheritance of the congregation of Yaakov."
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Therefore, any who desires, let him come and take it.
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And lest you say that those other crowns are greater than the crown of Torah,
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behold, it says in Mishlei on behalf of the Torah, "By me kings reign, and rulers decree justice,” and it says, "By me princes
rule.”
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Behold, you have learned from this that the crown of Torah is greater than both of them.

Halacha 2 Precedence of a Torah Scholar Mamzer Over an Unlearned High Priest
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The Sages said in the Mishnah:
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amamzer who is a disciple of a Sage
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precedes a Kohen Gadol who is an unlearned person in honorand for saving his life,
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as it is said in the verse in Mishlei (3:15) regarding the Torah:
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"Precious it is more than pearls"—
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which the Sages expound to mean: it is more precious than a Kohen Gadol
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who enters into the innermost sanctuary, the Holy of Holies, on Yom Kippur, if he is an ignoramus.




Halacha 3 - The Greatness of Torah Study as Equivalent to All Mitzvos
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There is not for you a mitzvah among all the mitzvos, all of them,
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that is equal to the study of Torah;
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rather, the study of Torah is against—meaning, it outweighs—all the mitzvos, all of them,

Sipyn 070% N2 T RnY

because study brings to the hands of deed.
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Therefore, study precedes deed inevery place.

Halacha 4 - Priority of Torah Study Over the Performance of a Mitzvah
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If there was before hima choice between the performance of a mitzvah and the study of Torah,
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if it is possible for the mitzvah to be done by the hands of others,
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he shall not interrupt his study.
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And if not, meaning the mitzvah cannot be performed by anyone else,
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he shall perform the mitzvah and then immediately return to his study.

Halacha 5 - The Priority of Torab Study in Judgment and Studying Not for Its Own Sake
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The beginning of the judgment of a person in the World to Come is that
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he is not judged except on his Torah study,
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and after that he is judged on the rest of his deeds.

D*R20 T 79787

Therefore, the Sages said that
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always should a person occupy himself in the Torah,
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whether for its sake or whether not for its sake,
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for from within learning not for its sake, he eventually comes to leamn it for its sake.

Halacha 6 - The Proper Path to Acquire the Crown of Torah

"INT2 It MER Q2R 127 N on

One whose heart inspires him to fulfill this mitzvah of learning Torah properly,
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and to be crowned with the crown of Torah,
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should not divert his mind to other matters.
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And he should not set upon his heart that he will acquire Torah along with wealth and honor as one.
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As the Mishnah in Avos 6:4 states: "Such is the path of Torah:
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bread with salt you shall eat,
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and water by measure you shall drink,

and upon the ground you shall sleep,

and a life of deprivation you shall live,

and in Torah you toil."

And yet, not upon you is the matter to complete the entire Torah,

and at the same time, not are you a free man to desist from it entirely.

And if you have increased your study of Torah, you have increased your reward,

and the reward is according to the pain and effort you invest.
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Halacha 7 - Making Torab Study Fixed and the Probibition of Delaying It

Perhaps you will say to yourself:

“Until the time that I gather enough money,

only then I will return and I will study; or,

until the time that I buy what that I need for ny household,

and I will be free from my business affairs,
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and only then I will return and I will study.”
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If such a thought arises upon your heart,
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you will not merit the crown of Torah forever.
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Rather, make your Torah study fixed,
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and your work temporary.
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As the Sages taught in Mishnah Avos, chapter two, mishnah four:
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“And do not say, WhenI am free I will study,’
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perhaps you will not be free.”

Halacha 8 - Torah is Not Found in the Proud or in Businessmen
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It is written in the Torah regarding the acquisition of Torah knowledge:
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as the Gemara in Eruvin 55a expounds on the verse, "It is not in heaven, and it is not beyond the sea.”
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Itis not in heaven means that
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it is not found among those of a haughty spirit who hold themselves high like the heavens,




and itis not found among those who travel beyond the sea constantly in pursuit of wealth.
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Therefore, the Sages said in the
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Mishnah in Avos 2:5, "Not everyone who increases in business becomes wise."
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And the Sages commanded us in Avos 4:10,
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"Minimize business dealings and occupy yourself with the Torah."

Halacha 9- Torah is Compared to Water and the Humility Required to Acquire It
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The words of Torah are compared to water,
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as it is said in the Navi Yeshayahu, "Ho, everyone who is thirsty, go to the water."
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This is to say to you:
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Justas water does not collect ina place of aslope,
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but flows fromupon it and gathers ina place of a depression, a low and hollow basin,
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so the words of Torah are not found in the haughty of spirit,
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and not in the heart of any haughty of heart,
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but only in the humble and lowly of spirit,
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who makes himself dusty in the dust of the feet of the Sages,
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and removes the desires and pleasures of the time from his heart,
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and does melacha in every day a little, just sufficient for his sustenance,

PON 1 9 M KD on

if there was not to him what he will eat otherwise,
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and the rest of his day and his night he occupies himself with the Torah.

Halacha 10 - The Probibition of Benefiting from Torah and the Obligation to Work
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Anyone who places upon his heart
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that he will engage in Torah and not do work
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and will be sustained from charity,
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behold this one desecrates the Name of Hashem,
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and dishonors the Torah,
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and extinguishes from the light of the faith,
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and causes evil to himself,
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and removes his life from the world to come.
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Because it is forbidden to benefit from words of Torah in this world.
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As the Sages said in the Mishnah in Avos, "Anyone who benefits from words of Torah removes his life from the world."
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And further they commanded and said, "Do not make them a crown to magnify oneself with them, nor an axe to chop

with them.”
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And further they commanded and said, "Love work and hate Rabbinate,"
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"and all Torah that is not with it work, its end is nullified and drags sin."
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And the end of this man is that he will rob the people.

Halacha 11 - The Great Virtue of Earning a Livelibood from One’s Own Toil
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Itis a great virtue
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for one who sustains himself from the work of his hands,
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and it is the trait of the pious ones of the early generations.
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And through this, he merits all honor and goodness
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that is in this world and for the World to Come,
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as it is said in Tehillim 128:2, "The toil of your hands when you eat, praiseworthy are you and it is good for you."
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And the Sages expounded in Mishnah Avos 6:4, "Praiseworthy are you in this world,
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and it is good for you in the World to Come,"
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which is entirely good.

Halacha 12 - Toil, Self-Sacrifice, and Vocalization in the Study of Torah

Words of Torah are not established in one who slackens himself upon them, treating his learning with laziness oras a

secondary pursuit.
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And not in those who study froma lifestyle of pleasure and from eating and drinking, secking physical comforts while

trying to acquire Torah.
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But rather, they are established only in one who kills himself upon them through intense dedication, and afflicts his body

constantly by depriving himself of physical indulgences for the sake of learning,
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and will not give sleep to his eyes and to his eyelids slumber, choosing instead to toil in Torah night and day.
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The Sages said by way of allusion to this concept, based on the verse, "This is the Torah: a man when he dies ina tent,”
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the Torah is not established except in one who kills himself in the tents of the Sages, dedicating his entire being to the
study halls.
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And so said Shlomo in his wisdom: "If you slackened in a day of distress, narrow is your strength,” meaning thatif one is

lazy in Torah study, he will lack the spiritual strength to stand in times of trouble.
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And further, he said in Koheles: "Even my wisdomstood for me,"
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which the Sages expounded to mean: the wisdom that I learned in anger and self-deprivation, it stood for me and remained

with me.
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The Sages said: A covenant is made that anyone who wearies in his Torah study in the house of study, not quickly he

forgets his learning.
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And anyone who wearies in his study in private becomes wise, as it is said: "And with the modest is wisdom.”
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And anyone who makes heard his voice at the time of his study, his study is established in his hand and is preserved in his
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But one who reads ina whisper, quickly he forgets what he haslearned.

Halacha 13 - The Supreme Importance of Nighttime Torah Study and the Severity of Neglecting It

27921012 TP MmNy °2 Py N

Even though it is a mitzvah to study Torah both by day and by night,
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apersondoes not acquire most of his wisdomexcept at night.
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Therefore, whoever desires to merit the crown of the Torah
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should be careful with all his nights,
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and notlose evenone of them
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to sleep, and eating, and drinking, and conversation, and the like with them,
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exceptinstudy of Torah and words of wisdom.
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The Sages said: There is no song of Torah except at night,
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as it is said in Eichah, "Arise, sing out at night."
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And anyone who occupies himself with Torah at night,
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astrand of favor is extended over him by day,
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as it is said in Tehillim, "By day He ordains, Hashem, His kindness, and at night His song is with me, a prayer to the God
of my life."
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And any house in which is not heard in it words of Torah at night,
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fire consumes it,
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as it is said in Iyov, "All darkness is hidden for his treasures, shall consume him a fire not blown."
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The pasuk says, "Because the word of Hashem he has despised” — this refers to one who does not pay attention to

words of Torah at all.
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And likewise, anyone for whom it is possible for him to occupy himself with Torah and he does not occupy himself,
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or who read Chumash and studied Mishnah and turned away to the vanities of the world,
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and left his study and abandoned it,
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behold, this one is in the category of one who despises the word of Hashem.




The Sages said: Whoever neglects the Torah from wealth,
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his end is to neglect it from poverty;
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and whoever maintains the Torah from poverty,
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his end is to maintain it from wealth.
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And this matter, this is explicit in the Torah,
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behold, it says: "Because that not youserved Hashem your God with joy and with goodness of heart from an

abundance of everything,"
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"and you shall serve your enemies."
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And it says: "Inorder to afflict you,"
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and it says: "To do yougood inyour end."

CHAPTER SUMMARY

The Rambam begins by explaining that while the crowns of priesthood and royalty were given to Aaron and Dovid
respectively, the crown of Torah is set aside for every Jew to acquire through diligent effort. Because the Torah is more
precious than anything else, the study of Torah is equated to all the other mitzvos combined, as study ultimately leads to
proper deed. Practically, if a Yid is learning and is confronted with a mitzvah that can be performed by someone else, he

should not interrupt his learning; however, if there is no one else available to perform the mitzvah, he must interrupt his study

to fulfill Hashem's will.




TWYR? WHAT TO TAKE HOME

My dear talmid, look at the beautiful words of the Rambam. The crown of priesthood was given to Aaron and his children;
the crown of royalty was given to Dovid HaMelech and his descendants. But the crown of Torah? Itis nota closed dynasty.
It s sitting in the corner, waiting, ready for any single Yid who wants to come and take it. It does not matter where you come
fromor what your background is. The Rambam tells us that even a mamzer who is a talmid chacham takes precedence overan
ignorant Kohen Gadol who enters the Holy of Holies. The crown of Torah is yours for the taking, but it requires you to step

forward and claimit.

How do we claimit? The Rambam gives us the secret: "Make your Torah fixed and your work temporary.” The yetzer hara
loves to whisper, "Just wait until I finish this business deal, or until I get my finances in order, then I will sit down and learn
properly.” Do not fall into this trap! If you wait until you are free, you may never be free. The Torah is compared to water,
which only flows down to the lowest place. It does not stay with the haughty or those who seek luxury and ease. It rests with
the humble, with those who are willing to squeeze themselves, to minimize their worldly involvements, and to put their

learning first.

True acquisition of Torah comes when a person is willing to exert himself, especially in the quiet hours of the night when the
world is asleep. The Sages tell us that the sweet song of Torah is heard most clearly at night. When you make sacrifices for
your learning, even small ones, that Torah becomes a part of your very essence. It is not about angelic perfection; it is about a

real, working Yid choosing to carve out holy time from the physical demands of this world.

Today, do not say "when I have time, I will learn.” Instead, set a fixed, unbreakable time for your learning today, even if it is

just fifteen minutes, and treat it as the most important appointment on your calendar, letting nothing else push it aside.
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L CHAPTER PREVIEW

We begin our learning of Pirkei Avos by establishing the golden chain of the mesorah, tracing how Moshe Rabbeinu received
the Torah at Sinai and passed it down through the generations. This holy transmission went from Yehoshua to the elders, the
prophets, and the Men of the Great Assembly, showing us that our oral tradition is unbroken and divine. From there, the

chapter introduces the early pairs of Sages, the Zugos, who carried the torch of Torah with immense holiness.

As we delve into their teachings, we find fundamental guidance for our daily avodah and yiras Shamayim. The Sages guide
us on how to build a home of Torah, how to conduct ourselves in judgment, how to treat our fellow Jews with warmth, and
how to guard our speech. We are introduced to the timeless wisdom of Hillel and Shammai, who teach us the path of peace,
diligence in learning, and serving Hashem with absolute sincerity.

All introductions, summaries, and contextual notes are the editor’s commentary and are not part of the original text.
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Mishna 1- The Chain of Torah Transmission and the Three Directives of the Great Assembly
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and the elders to the elders and Yehoshua  to Yehoshua  and transmitted it from Sinai  Torah received Moshe
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three said They the Great  the Assembly to the Men of transmitted it and the prophets  to the prophets
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for the Torah a fence and make many disciples and establish  in judgment  deliberate Be things

This Mishnab establishesthe unbroken chain of Torab transmission from Sinai down to the Sages of the Great Assembly, who provided foundational

guidance for judges and teachers.

7 n 1 y n? 1 ya nn’b SJW =’1 ;7 U Mishna 2- The Three Pillars Upon Which the World Stands
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on say would  he the Great the Assembly from the remnantsof  was  the Righteous ~ Shimon
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acts of and on the Temple service and on the Torah  on stands the world things three
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kindness

Shimon the Righteous teachesthat the existence of the world depends upon Torah study, the Temple service, and acts of lovingkindness.
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be do not say would  he the Righteous from Shimon received Socho a man of Antigonus
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like servants  be but  areward toreceive condition on the master — who serve like servants
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Heaven the fearof andletbe areward toreceive condition on not the master — who serve
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Antigonusof Socho teaches that one should serve Hashem without the expectation of receiving a reward, while maintaining a constant fear of Heaven.
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Yose fromthem received Yerushalayim manof Yochanan ben and Yose Zeredah manof Yoezer ben Yose
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and be  for the Sages meeting a house of your house let be says Zeredah man of Yoezer ben
;DT NN NRE2 iYW 1M LD TEY2 paNnn
their words —  with thirst  drinking and be their feet in the dust of attaching yourself

Yose ben Yoezer and Yose ben Yochanan transmit the tradition, advising one to make their home a gathering place for Sages.

.'ItTZ? NEI oy n U ’w VAYRY 29 IND QQD ] Mishna 5 - Hospitality to the Poor and Limiting Conversation with Women
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and let be wide open  your house letbe says Yerushalayim  a man of Yochanan sonof Yose
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they said  with his wife the woman with conversation increase and donot yourhousehold membersof poor people
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increases thata man the time all the Sages said fromhere his fellow with the wife of and heavy a light
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and his end Torah from words of and desists  to himself evil  he causes the woman with conversation
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Yose ben Yochanan teaches the importance of keeping a home open to the poor and warns against excessive conversation with women, which distracts from

Torah study.




| : Cl q’? n:P’ :-l :]17 I'I'CZ? s_’ Mishna 6 - Appointing a Teacher, Acquiring a Companion, and Judging Others Favorably
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says Perachyah sonof Yehoshua fromthem received the Arbelite and Nittai Perachyah son of Yehoshua
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man every — judging andbe a companion foryourself andacquire a teacher foryourself make
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merit  to the scale of

This Mishnab teaches the importance of spiritual mentorship, friendship, and giving others the benefit of the doubt.

s’tpj}:ﬂ 57"1 1 3T§7 7: i'li??:l -1 U Mishna 7 - Distancing Oneself from an Evil Neighbor and the Wicked
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with the wicked ~ associate  and donot whoisevil froma neighbor distance yourself says the Arbelite Nittai
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retribution of despair and do not

Nittai the Arbelite warns against associating with bad influences and reminds us that divine justice isinevitable.
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says Tabbai sonof Yehudah fromthem received Shetach sonof and Shimon Tabbai sonof Yehudah
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standing  judgment the mastersof and whenare the judges like the arrangersof yourself  make  donot
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they should be  from before you and when they are like wicked ones in youreyes they should be  before you

dismissed
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the judgment —  upon themselves when they accepted like innocent ones in your eyes

Yebudah ben Tabbai teaches that a judge must remain completely impartial, avoiding advocacy and viewing both parties equally during and after the

trial.
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Mishna 9- Thorough Interrogation of Witnesses and Caution in the Words of Judges
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careful and be the witnesses —  toinvestigate much be says Shetach son of  Shimon
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to lie they will learn  from within them lest with your words




Shimon ben Shetach warns judges to cross-examine witnesses thoroughly and to speak carefully so as not to inadvertently teach them howto fabricate

testimony.

m :;ﬁ—tl n B’J!ZH ﬂ; N? 73 tl n ; EI?S Mishna 10- Loving Work and Shunning Lovdship and G ent Intimacy
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— and hate work — love says Shemaiah  fromthem received and Abtalion Shemaiah
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to the ruling authority make yourself known and donot lordship

Shemaiah and Abtalion teach the importance of honest labor, avoiding positionsof power, and keeping a safe distance from the ruling authorities.
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Mishna 11- A Warning to Sages to Guard Their Words to Prevent Desecration of Heaven's Name
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exile  the obligation of you will obligate lest with your words  be careful Sages says Avtalyon
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after you who come the disciples and they will drink the evil waters toa place of and you will be exiled
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is profaned Heaven the Name of and it will be found and they will die

Avtalyon warns Torah scholars to speak with extreme precision so that heretical disciples do not misinterpret their words and stray after false doctrines.

Mishna 12 The Conduct of Hillel to Love Peace and Draw Creations Close to Torah
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loving Aharon of  fromthe disciples  be says Hillel fromthem received and Shammai Hillel
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to the Torah and drawing them the creations — loving peace and pursuing  peace
close

Hillel teaches that one should emulate Abaron the Koben Gadol by actively pursuing peace and bringing people closer to the Torah through love.
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ceases add and one who does not  hisname destroys his name one who makes great say used to  He
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This Mishnah warns against using Torah knowledge for self-aggrandizement and emphasizes the necessity of continnous study.
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amI  what fornyselfalone And whenIam isforme who formyself I not If say used to  He
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Hillel teaches that a person must take personal responsibility for their own spiritual growth and act without delay.
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Mishna 15 - Making Torah Study Fixed, Speaking Little and Doing Much, and Welcoming Everyone Warmly
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—  receiving and be much and do little say fixed  your Torah  make says Shammai
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face expression of witha cheerful  person  every

Shammai teachesthe importance of establishing a fixed schedule for Torah study, prioritizing actions over words, and greeting every person with a

pleasant and welcoming countenance.
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and donot  doubt from and remove yourself a teacher foryourself make say would Gamliel Rabban
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by estimation  to tithe increase

Rabban Gamliel teachesthe importance of establishing a halachic authority to resolve donbts and avoiding guesswork when performing mitzvos like

tithing.
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better for the body did I find and not the Sages among Igrewup nydays all says hisson  Shimon
M2TRT 0 P1 LyRI NDN IRYT NI WD N9 RpenY NDN
who increases and anyone the action but  the main thing is the study  and not silence than
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sin brings words

Shimon the son of Rabban Gamliel teachesthat silence isthe best path for the body, and that practical action is superior to mere study and excessive

speech.




Mishna 18 - Justice Truth and Peace Upon Which the World Stands
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justice  on stands the world things three on says Gamliel ben  Shimon  Rabban
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judge peace  and judgmentof truth 8 Zechariah asitissaid peace and on truth and on
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in your gates

Rabban Shimon ben Gamliel teaches that the preservation of human society depends upon the three pillars of justice, truth, and peace.

CHAPTER SUMMARY

The chapter opens with the Men of the Great Assembly and Shimon the Righteous establishing the pillars of the world,
followed by Antigonus of Socho's warning to serve Hashem without expecting reward. We then progress through the
teachings of the Zugos: Yose ben Yoezer and Yose ben Yochanan on bringing Sages and the poor into our homes; Yehoshua
ben Perachiah and Nittai the Arbelite on acquiring teachers and avoiding evil neighbors; Yehudah ben Tabbai and Shimon
ben Shetach on careful justice; and Shemaiah and Abtalion on avoiding the ruling power and guarding one’s words. Finally,
Hillel and Shammai teach us to pursue peace, fix our Torah study, and receive everyone with a pleasant countenance,
leading into the instructions of Rabban Gamaliel and his son Shimon on silence and action, and concluding with Rabban

Shimon ben Gamaliel's declaration that the world stands on justice, truth, and peace.

TPYR? WHAT TO TAKE HOME

My dear friend, look at how this first chapter of Pirkei Avos begins. It does not start with abstract philosophies, but with a
chain of transmission: Moshe received the Torah from Sinai and passed it down, generation after generation, until it reached
us. This tells us that our Torah is not a theory; itis a living, breathing legacy of connection. When you learn, you are not just
reading a book, you are joining a chain of holy souls. And what do these sages tell us? They tell us that the world stands on
Torah, avodah, and gemilus chasadim, and that the ultimate goal of all our learning is not just to speak, but to do. Shimon his

son says it clearly: 'Study is not the most important thing, but actions.’

Think about Shammai's golden rule: 'Say little, but do much, and receive all men with a pleasant countenance." How often
do we promise ourselves or others big things, only to fall short? The Torah wants us to build our lives on quiet, solid action.
When you greet another Yid with a warm, genuine smile, you are literally sustaining the world. You are bringing the peace

and truth that Rabban Shimon ben Gamaliel says keeps the world standing.

Let us also take to heart the famous words of Hillel: 'If T am not for nyself, who is for me? But if T am for my own self, whatam
I? And if not now, when?' We cannot wait for someone else to do our avodah for us, nor can we live only for ourselves. We

must step up, take responsibility for our spiritual growth, and do it today, without putting it off.

Today, choose one small, concrete action instead of just talking about it. When you meet someone, greet them with a
genuine, warmsmile and a pleasant countenance, and make a fixed five minutes to learn Torah today without any

distractions.
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The Five Daily Kapitlach

L CHAPTER PREVIEW

These are the five kapitlach of Tehillimsaid every single day: 32, 43, 83, 121, and 130, each set word for word with its English

meaning. They are gathered here as one section so the whole daily Tehillim can be said and downloaded together.

All introductions and contextual notes are the editor's commentary and are not part of the original text.
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TPYR? WHAT TO TAKE HOME
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When you feel weighed down by your mistakes, do not keepsilent or try to hide them. Open your heart to Hashemin honest
confession, and then immediately shift your focus to absolute trust in His forgiveness and constant protection, knowing that

He never slumbers and is always guarding your steps.

Today, the moment you feel a heavy heart or a sense of spiritual distance, stop what you are doing, speak to Hashemin your

own words to acknowledge your mistake, and then say out loud: "My help is from Hashem, who forgives and guards ny soul.'
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