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Daf Yomi - The Full Daf - Elucidated Talmud - Navy & Gold Edition - with Rashi

LJ THE SUGYA

We begin this daf by diving deeper into the status of a ben pekua (a fetus found alive inside a slaughtered animal) and
whether a live creature can be considered "food" regarding the laws of tumah (ritual impurity). The Gemara brings down a
fascinating machlokes between Beis Shammai, Beis Hillel, and Rabbi Akiva regarding when fish become susceptible to tumah,

which leads to a deep discussion about the life force of fish and the halachic status of a tereifah fish.

Next, the shiur moves into a major machlokes between Rabbi Yochanan and Resh Lakish regarding a non-viable newborn
animal or a nine-month-old fetus whose fat was torn away while still inside the womb. We explore what makes a fetus an
independent animal—is it the completion of its months of gestation, or is it the physical passage through the birth canal? We
also learn how this affects the status of its chelev (forbidden fat) and whether such fat is offered on the Mizbe'ach.

All introductions, summaries, and contextual notes are the editor’s commentary and are not part of the original text.
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The baraita is referring to a dry slaughter where no blood was emitted, and this baraita is not in accordance with Rabbi

Shimon, who holds that the slaughter itself renders the meat susceptible to impurity even without liquid.

?N?QIQJ J'ﬁ'l;ﬁfl ﬂ’;’? ']’?tl ,WW;HH 73272y NADINR

Who is the tanna of the baraita who taught: If a live ben pekua passed through a river and was wetted, it was thereby

rendered susceptible to impurity, and if it then went to a cemetery, it became ritually impure?
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Rabbi Yochanan said: It is Rabbi Yosei HaGelili, as it is taught in a baraita: Rabbi Shimon ben Elazar says in the name
of Rabbi Yosei HaGelili: The meat of a ben pekua can become impure with the impurity of foods, but it requires

susceptibility through liquid first.
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But the Sages say: It cannot become impure with the impurity of foods because it is alive, and anything that is alive

cannot become impure with the impurity of foods.

STATEMENT
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And Rabbi Yochanan follows his standard line of reasoning, as Rabbi Yochanan said: Rabbi Yosei HaGelili and Beis

Shammai said the same thing, thata live creature can be considered food.
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The opinion of Rabbi Yosei HaGelili is that which we just said in the baraita.
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The opinion of Beis Shammai is as we learned in a Mishnah: Fish, from when do they become susceptible to impurity as
food? Beis Shammai say: From when they are caught, even while alive, and Beis Hillel say: From when they die. Rabbi

Akiva says: From the moment they are unable to live.
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What is the practical difference between them, between Beis Hillel and Rabbi Akiva?
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Rabbi Yochanan said: A convulsing fishis the difference between them; Rabbi Akiva deems it susceptible, while Beis Hillel

require actual death.
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Rav Chisda raised a dilemma: If symptoms of a tereifah developed in fish, what is the halachah according to Rabbi Akiva?

Is it considered dead and susceptible to impurity?
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You can raise the dilemma according to the one who says a tereifah canlive, and you can raise the dilemma according

to the one who says a tereifah cannot live.
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You can raise the dilemma according to the one who says a tereifah can live: Perhaps only an animal is able to live because
its life force is strong, but fish, whose life force is not strong, cannot live, and thus are considered dead. Or perhaps,
evenaccording to the one who says a tereifah cannot live, these words apply only to an animal, in whose species
slaughter applies, so the Torah treats a tereifah as dead to invalidate its slaughter; but fish, in whose species slaughter does

not apply, say thata tereifah is not considered dead.
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The dilemma shall stand unresolved.

STATEMENT
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If an animal expelled a non-viable newborn, Rabbi Yochanan said: Its fat is like the fat of a domesticated animal and is
forbidden under penalty of kares, and Rabbi Shimon ben Lakish said: Its fat is like the fat of a wild animal, which is

permitted.
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Rabbi Yochanan said: Its fat is like the fat of a domesticated animal, because the air of the womb's opening causes it to be

considered born and independent.
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Rabbi Shimon ben Lakish said: Its fat is like the fat of a wild animal, because completing the months of gestation causes it

to be independent, and this fetus did not complete them.

STATEMENT
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Some say a different version of the dispute: Anywhere that its months were not completed, it is nothing, and all agree its fat

is permitted.
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Where they disagree is where one inserted his hand into the womb of an animal, and tore away the fat of a live nine-

month-old fetus and ate it.
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Rabbi Yochanan said: Its fat is like the fat of a domesticated animal, because the months of gestation alone cause it to be

independent.
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Rabbi Shimon ben Lakish said: Its fat is like the fat of a wild animal, because both the months and the air of the birth

canal cause it to be independent, and this one was not born.
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Rabbi Yochanan challenged Rabbi Shimon ben Lakish froma baraita: Just as the fat and the two kidneys stated
regarding a guilt-offering are excluded from the category of a fetus (since a guilt-offering is only a male), so too all

offerings' fats are excluded from the category of a fetus.
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Granted according to my view, this is why a verse was needed to exclude it, because the fat is otherwise forbidden. But

according to your view that it is permitted, why was a verse needed to exclude it from the altar?
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Resh Lakish said to him: My reason is also from here; this verse is the source that the fat of a fetus is not forbidden at all.
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And some say, Rabbi Shimon ben Lakish challenged Rabbi Yochanan from that baraita: Just as the fat and the two
kidneys stated regarding a guilt-offering are excluded from the category of a fetus, so too all offerings’ fats are

excluded from the category of a fetus.
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Granted according to my view, because of this the Merciful One excluded it, as it is not considered sacrificial fat. But

according to your view that it is forbidden fat, should it not be offered on the altar?
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Rabbi Yochanan said to him: It is just as it is with an animal that lacks the proper time, which is forbidden for the altar but

its fat is still forbidden to eat.

STATEMENT
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Rabbi Ami said: One who slaughters a tereifah animal and finds in it a live nine-month-old fetus, according to the
words of the one who forbids a ben pekua without its own slaughter, the mother's slaughter permits it; according to the

words of the one who permits a ben pekua without slaughter, the mother's slaughter forbids it.

STATEMENT

XIBT TR WIN 17300 MY NI OB PRI NITE N N

Rava said: According to the words of the one who permits, it is also permitted, because the Merciful One declared fit

four signs in it—cither the mother's two signs or its own two signs.

STATEMENT
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Rav Chisda said: One who slaughters a tereifah animal and finds in it a live nine-month-old fetus—
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STATEMENT

XR2 RRLPR I - AR OXY,ART 80T YITND UMY 1YY

The live nine-month-old fetus requires slaughter to permit it for eating, and it is obligated in the priestly gifts of the foreleg,
and the jaws, and the maw, and if it dies without slaughter, it is pure from imparting impurity through carrying, as it does

not have the status of a carcass.

QUESTION
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Rava said to him, to Rav Chisda: Your ruling is contradictory! When you say it requires slaughter, according to whom is this?
Itis according to Rabbi Meir, who holds that the mother's slaughter does not permit a live nine-month fetus. And when you say
if it dies itis pure from imparting impurity through carrying, according to whom is this? It is according to the Rabbis,

who hold that the mother's slaughter does affect it. Can you rule in accordance with two opposing views?
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Rav Chisda replied: And according to your reasoning, how will you explain that which Rabbi Chiyya taught in a braisa: One
who slaughters a tereifah animal and found in it a live nine-month-old fetus, the fetus requires slaughter, and is
obligated in the gifts of the foreleg, and the jaws, and the maw, and if it dies without slaughter, it is pure from imparting

impurity through carrying.

EXPLANATION
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Here too, we must ask: When it says it requires slaughter, according to whom is this? It is according to Rabbi Meir. And
when it says if it dies, it is pure from imparting impurity through carrying, according to whomis this? It is according to the

Rabbis! Thus, the same difficulty applies to Rabbi Chiyya's braisa.
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Rava answered: That is not difficult, because Rabbi Chiyya is speaking of a case where he already found it dead inside the
mother. In that case, even Rabbi Meir agrees that the mother's slaughter purifies it fromnevelah impurity. But according to you,

who hold that even if it was found alive and died later it is pure, the contradiction is difficult!
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Rav Chisda said to him: According to my view also, it is not difficult, because the entire ruling is in accordance with the
Rabbis, and the reason it requires slaughter is that the Merciful One made four simanim fit for it. Thatis, the Torah allows a

fetus to be permitted either by the two simanim of its mother's slaughter or by the two simanim of its own slaughter.

STATEMENT
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The Gemara relates: When Rabbi Zeira went up to Eretz Yisrael, he found Rav Assi sitting and stating this halachah of

Rav Chisda, that the Torah fit four simanim for a fetus.

STATEMENT

JAMI® 227 7MN 197,777 1D 0N

Rav Assi said to him: It is correct, and so said Rabbi Yochanan.
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Rabbi Zeira asked: Is it by implication from your specifying Rabbi Yochanan's name that Rabbi Shimon ben Lakish disagrees

with him?
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Rav Assi replied: When Rabbi Yochanan said this, Reish Lakish was waiting for him to see if he would retract, and so he
remained silent to him, and I do not know if he ultimately agreed. And some say that Rav Assi said: Reish Lakish was

drinking wine at the time, and therefore he remained silent to him, so we cannot infer his opinion.
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We learned in the Mishnah: Rabbi Shimon She zuri says: Even if a nine-month fetus emerged alive and is now five years old and
plowing, it does not require slaughter. The Gemara asks: This is identical to the view of the first tanna, the Rabbis! What is the

difference between them?

ANSWER
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Rav Kahana said: The case where the fetus stood upon the ground with its hooves is the difference between them. The
Rabbis rabbinically require slaughter once it walks on the ground, whereas Rabbi Shimon Shezuri permits it without slaughter even

then.

STATEMENT

TPV - RNOIPYR N2 Y NAT NYIPD 12,387 YNT 1TWWIN MINT 29277 :NOWIWR 270N
3R 2 1PN

Rav Mesharshiyya said: According to the words of the one who says we are concerned for the seed of the father in
determining the status of the offspring, if a ben pekua, which does not require slaughter, mated with a normal animal that
requires slaughter, the offspring has no rectification. It cannot be permitted by slaughter because of its father's side, and it

cannot be permitted without slaughter because of its mother's side.

STATEMENT
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Abaye said: Everyone agrees regarding a single-hoofed animal born of a ben pekua mother that it is permitted without
slaughter even if it walked on the ground. What is the reason? Any matter that is wondrous, people remember it, and they

will not mistakenly permit normal animals.

STATEMENT
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Some say that Abaye said: Everyone agrees regarding a single-hoofed animal born of a single-hoofed ben pekua

mother that it is permitted without slaughter. What is the reason? Two wondrous things, people surely remember.

STATEMENT
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Ze'ciri said that Rabbi Chanina said: The halachah is like Rabbi Shimon Shezuri that a ben pekua requires no slaughter
even if it walked on the ground, and so did Rabbi Shimon Shezuri permit its offspring, and the offspring of its offspring,

until the end of all generations without slaughter.

STATEMENT
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Rabbi Yochanan said: It, the ben pekua itself; is permitted without slaughter, but its offspring is forbidden unless it

undergoes ritual slaughter.

STATEMENT
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The Gemara relates: Adda bar Chavu had a ben pekua upon which a wolf fell and mauled it, and it was about to die. He came

before Rav Ashi to ask how to render it permitted.
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Rav Ashi said to him: Go and slaughter it so that you may eatit, in accordance with the Rabbis who require slaughter once it

walks on the ground.

< TN TAYRY 30 M 19,0 1YY 021D NI NI DT TN TTY] TN 7Y N

IND AOR 22K 322 RPN KR KD 12010 227 995DK1,n99§7 22 ni0 7y 32121 9122

Adda bar Chavu said to him: But did not Ze'eiri say in the name of Rabbi Chanina that the halachah is like Rabbi Shimon
Shezuri, and so did Rabbi Shimon Shezuri permit its offspring and the offspring of its offspring until the end of all
generations? And even Rabbi Yochanan only said his prohibition regarding its offspring, but regarding the ben pekua
itself, he did not forbid it! Why then do I need to slaughter it?
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Rav Ashisaid to him: Rabbi Yochanan did not actually agree with Rabbi Shimon Shezuri; he only stated his ruling according

to the words of Rabbi Shimon Shezuri, to explain his view, but Rabbi Yochanan himself rules like the Rabbis.
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Adda bar Chavu asked: But did not Ravin bar Chanina say that Ulla said in the name of Rabbi Chanina: The halachah is
like Rabbi Shimon Shezuri, and not only that, but anywhere that Rabbi Shimon Shezuri taught in our Mishnah, the
halachah is like him!
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Rav Ashi said to him: I hold like this other opinion, as Rabbi Yonatan said: The halachah is like Rabbi Shimon She zuri

only in the case of one in danger of death who orders a get, and in the case of the tithe-of-the-tithe of demai-produce.
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The Gemara explains: The case of one indanger of death is as we learned in a Mishnah: At first they would say, one who
is led out in chains to be executed and said, "Write a get for my wife," they should write and give it. They retraced their
steps to say: Even one who sets sail ona ship, and one who goes out in a caravan. Rabbi Shimon Shezuri says: Even

one who is dangerously ill.
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And the case of the tithe-of-the-tithe of demai is as we learned in a Mishnah: The tithe-of-the-tithe of de mai that fell
back into its place and became mixed with chullin, Rabbi Shimon Shezuri says: Even on a weekday, one may ask the am

ha'aretz seller if he tithed it, and eat it based on his word.

SUMMARY

In this daf, the Gemara clarifies that according to Rabbi Yosei HaGelili and Beis Shammai, a live creature can indeed be
considered food and become tamei once wetted by liquid. We then analyze a dispute between Rabbi Yochanan and Resh
Lakish regarding the chelev of a fetus, debating whether gestation or birth determines its status as an independent animal.
Finally, the Gemara discusses the halachah of a live, nine-month-old fetus found inside a slaughtered tereifah animal,
examining whether the mother’s shechitah permits it, and Rav Chisda's ruling that such a fetus requires its own shechitah to

be eaten, is obligated in the priestly gifts, but does not convey the tumah of a carcass if it dies without shechitah.

NWYn? WHAT TO TAKE HOME

In today's sugya, we find a fascinating dispute between Rabbi Yochanan and Resh Lakish about what defines a newborn
animal's status. Rabbi Yochanan holds that "the air of the womb's opening causes it" (avira garem), the moment the fetus
emerges and meets the outside air, it is transformed into an independent entity. Resh Lakish, on the other hand, holds that
"the months of gestation cause it" (chodashim garmi), it is the slow, hidden, internal process of time and development that

truly defines its status.

This machlokes contains a profound lesson for our own avodah. In life, we often look for the "avira garem" moments, the
sudden, dramatic breakthroughs, the public milestones, or the external shifts that we hope will instantly change who we are.
But the Torah is teaching us the deep truth of "chodashim garmi." Real, lasting spiritual growth is an internal process that

requires time, patience, and quiet consistency. You cannot rush the months of gestation in your own neshama.

When you are working on a middah, learning a difficult piece of Gemara, or trying to improve your tefillah, do not get
discouraged if you do not see an immediate, dramatic transformation. The Aibershter designs growth to happen quietly,

beneath the surface, day by day, through the steady accumulation of small efforts.

Today, choose one small spiritual goal, like learning for ten minutes without looking at your phone, or pausing before a

brachah, and focus on doing it consistently, trusting that the quiet, hidden process is building something real inside of you.
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L CHAPTER PREVIEW

In this chapter, the Rambam brings us to the heart of the sacred bond between a talmid and his rebbe, showing us how the
honorand awe we must have for our teacher actually surpasses what we owe our own parents. Since a father brings a person
into this world, but a rebbe brings his talmid into the life of the World to Come, the halachah demands that we treat our
teacher with the utmost reverence in all practical matters, such as returning lost objects, carrying heavy loads, and redeeming

captives.

We will also learn the severe spiritual gravity of treating one's rebbe with disrespect. The Rambam warns us, based on the
words of Chazal, that disputing, arguing with, complaining against, or even thinking disparagingly of one's primary rebbe is
equivalent to doing so against the Shechinah itself. This chapter sets the boundaries for what constitutes disputing a teacher's
authority, particularly regarding establishing a house of study or rendering halachic decisions without permission.

All introductions, summaries, and contextual notes are the editor's commentary and are not part of the original text.

Halacha 1- The Obligation to Honor and Revere One's Torah Teacher Above One's Father
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Justas a personis commanded in the honor of his father and his awe,
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so he is obligated in the honor of his teacher and his awe more than that of his father.
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For his father brings him to the life of this world,
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and his teacher who taught him wisdom brings him to the life of the world to come.
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Ifhe saw the lost object of his father and the lost object of his teacher,
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that of his teacher takes precedence to that of his father.
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If his father and his teacher were carrying a burden,
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he relieves the burden of his teacher and after that the burden of his father.
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If his father and his teacher were captives in captivity,
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he redeems his teacher and after that he redeems his father.
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And if his father was a Torah sage,
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he redeems his father first.
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And likewise, if his father was a Torah sage,
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even though that he is not equal against his teacher in wisdom,
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he returns his lost object and after that he returns the lost object of his teacher.
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And there is not to you honor greater than the honor of the teacher,
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and not awe greater than the awe of the teacher.
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The Sages said in the Mishnah in Avos, "The awe of your teacher should be like the awe of Heaven."
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Therefore they said:
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Anyone who disputes against his teacher is like one who disputes against the Divine Presence,
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as it is said regarding Korach's assembly, "when they contended against Hashem."
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And anyone who makes a quarrel with his teacher is like one who makes a quarrel with the Divine Presence,
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as it is said at Mei Merivah, "which quarreled the children of Yisrael with Hashem, and He was sanctified through

them."
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And anyone who complains against his teacher is like one who complains against Hashem,
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as it is said by Moshe Rabbeinu, "Not against us are your complaints, but against Hashem.”

FI°OW NN TN 1PRD 127 0N TNIRA 2

And anyone who harbors doubts after his teacher is as if he harbors doubts after the Divine Presence,
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as it is said, "And the people spoke against God and against Moshe."

Halacha 2 - The Probibition of Establishing a House of Study and Ruling Halacha in One's Teacher's Presence
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Who is considered one who disputes against his teacher?
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This is referring to one who establishes for himself a house of study
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and sits and expounds and teaches Torah to the public
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not with the permission of his teacher,
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and his teacher is still alive,
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and even though his teacher is in another country.
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And it is forbidden fora person to rule on halachic matters in the presence of his teacher forever.
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And anyone who rules halacha in the presence of his teacher is liable to death at the hands of Heaven.

Halacha 3 - Ruling in the Presence of One's Teacher and Who is Fit to Rule
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If there was between him and his teacher a distance of twelve mil,

and a personasked him a matter of halacha,
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itis permitted to answer.
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And to separate someone froma prohibition,
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evenin the presence of his teacher it is permitted to rule.
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Howso?
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For example, that he saw a person doing a thing that is forbidden,
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because he did not know of its prohibition,
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or because of his wickedness,
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there is an obligation upon him to separate him from the sin,
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and to say to him, "This thing is forbidden,"

127739277081

and this is permitted even in the presence of his teacher,
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and even though his teacher did not give him permission to rule.
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For inany place where there is desecration of the Name of Hashem,
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we do not divide honor to the teacher by remaining silent.
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In what cases are these words said?
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Regarding a matter that happened by chance.
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But to establish himself for ruling,
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and to sit and to rule for all who ask,
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even if he is at the end of the world and his teacher is at the end of the world,
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it is forbidden for him to rule until his teacher dies,
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unless he took permission from his teacher.
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And not every one whose teacher died
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is permitted to sit and to rule in the Torah,
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unless he was a student who reached the level of ruling.

Halacha 4 - The Probibition of Rendering Halachic Decisions Prematurely and the Obligation of Worthy Sages to Teach
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And any student who has not reached the level of scholarship required to render halachic decisions, and yet renders

halachic decisions,
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behold, this one is wicked, foolish, and arrogant of spirit.
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And upon him it is said in the verse in Mishlei, "For many corpses she has cast down," etc.
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And likewise, a sage who has reached the level to render halachic decisions, and yet does not render halachic decisions

when the community needs him,

2oy % niPiYon 1nia iR yain M o0

behold, this one withholds Torah and places stumbling blocks before the blind, as people will err without his guidance,
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and upon him it is said in the continuation of that verse, "And mighty are all her slain."
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These immature students, the small in knowledge, who have not increased their Torah study as is proper,
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and yet they seek to make themselves great before the common people and among the people of their city,
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and jump and sit at the head to judge and to render halachic decisions in Israel,
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they are those who increase dispute, and they are those who destroy the world,
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and those who extinguish the lamp of Torah, and those who ruin the vineyard of Hashem of Hosts.
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Upon them said Shlomo in his wisdom in Shir HaShirim, "Seize for us foxes, little foxes, that ruin vineyards."

Halacha S - The Probibition of Calling One'’s Teacher by Name and the Proper Way to Greet Him
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And it is forbidden for a student to call his teacher by his name
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and even not in his presence.
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And this applies that it is an unusual name, so that all who hear it will know that he is so-and-so.
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And he shall not mention his name in his presence,
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and even to call others whose name is like the name of his teacher,
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in the manner that he does with the name of his father.
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Rather, he shall change — their name,
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even after their death.
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And he shall not give greeting to his teacher, or return to him greeting,
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in the manner that they give to friends and return, this one to that one.
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Rather, he bows before himand says to him with awe and respect,
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"Peace be upon you, my teacher.”
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And if his teacher gave greeting to him,
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he shall return to him, "Peace be upon you, my teacher and my master.”

Halacha 6 - The Proper Conduct of a Student in the Presence of His Teacher
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And so, a student should not remove his tefillin before his teacher because doing so is a display of disrespect, as if he is

making himself comfortable in his presence.
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And he should not recline in his teacher’s presence, unless he sits like one who sits before the king, with awe and

trepidation.
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And he should not pray the Shemoneh Esrei not before his teacher, and not behind his teacher, and not at the side of his

teacher, as this appears as if he is setting up a separate authority or acting with arrogance.
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And there is no need to say that it is forbidden for him to walk at his side, as this looks like he is making himself equal to

his teacher.
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Rather, he should distance himself behind his teacher, and he should not be aligned directly behind him, and after
that he should pray.
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And a student should not enter with his teacher into the bathhouse, because secing his teacher undressed diminishes his awe

of him.
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And he should notsit in the place of his teacher, even when the teacheris not there.
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And when others are debating a halachic matter, he should not decide against his words in his presence, by saying that

another opinion is more correct than his teacher's.
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And he should not contradict his words by arguing with him directly.

W 97 MNCY TY 10D 20 KDY

And he should not sit before him until the teacher says to him, "Sit."
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And he should not stand up from before him until the teacher says to him, "Stand,” or until he takes permission to

stand.
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And when he departs from his teacher, he should not turn his back to him to walk away,
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rather, he backs away backwards, walking in reverse, and his face remains facing his face until he is out of sight.

Halacha 7 - Standing Before One's Teacher and Greeting Him on the Festival
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And a studentis obligated to stand before his teacher
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from when he sees him from afar, as soon as he is within the fullness of his eyes’ sight,
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and he must remain standing until the teacher is hidden from him
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and the student no longersees his stature,
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and after that, he may sit down.
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And a personis obligated to greet the face of his teacher on the festival.




Halacha 8 - Honoring One's Teacher and the Services a Student Performs for Him
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We do not accord honor to a student in the presence of his teacher
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unless it is the way of his teacher to accord him honor.
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And all the tasks that a servant does for his master,
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a student does for his teacher.
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And if he was in a place where they do not know him,
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and there were not to him tefillin on his armand head to show he is a free Jewish man,
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and he feared lest they will say, "A servant he is,"
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he does not put on for him his shoe and he does not remove it.
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And anyone who prevents his student from serving him
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prevents from him kindness
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and removes from him fear of Heaven.
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And any student who treats lightly a matter of any of the honor of his teacher
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causes the Divine Presence to depart from Israel.




Halacha 9 - The Honor Due to an Outstanding Teacher, a Student-Colleague, and the Laws of Rending Garments Upon Their Passing
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If he saw his teacher transgressing against the words of the Torah,
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he should not rebuke him sharply, but rather say to him, "You taught us, our teacher, thus and thus."
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And any time that he mentions a teaching in his presence,
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he should say to him, "Thus you taught us, our teacher.”
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And let him not say a matter that he did not hear from his teacher as if he heard it from him,
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until he mentions the name of its actual author.
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And when his teacher dies, he rends all his garments
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until he reveals his heart,
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and he does not mend them with a proper sewing forever.
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In what words are these said? Regarding his outstanding teacher,
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whom he learned from him the majority of his wisdom.
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But if he did not learn from him the majority of his wisdom,
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behold, this is considered a student-colleague,
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and he is not obligated in his honor in all these things.
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But he still stands before him
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and rends over him just as he rends over all the dead whom he mourns over them.
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Evenif he did notlearn from him except one matter,
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whether small or great,
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he stands before him and rends over him.

Halacha 10 - The Proper Conduct of a Torah Scholar in the Presence of a Greater Sage

And every Torah scholar
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whose character traits are proper
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does not speak
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in the presence of whoever is greater than him in wisdom,
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even though he did not learn anything from him.

Halacha 11 - A Teacher Forgoing His Honor and the Student's Remaining Obligation
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The outstanding teacher who desired to forgo his honor
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inall of these matters of respect or in one of them,
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to all of his students or to one of them,
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the permission is in his hand to do so.
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And even though he forgave his honor,
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the student is still obligated to glorify him and show himrespect,

and even at the very time that he forgave it.

Halacha 12 - The Obligation of a Teacher to Honor and Love His Students
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Just as the students are obligated in the honor of the teacher,
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so the teacher needs to honor — his students and to draw them close to Torah and mitzvos.
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So said the Sages in the
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Mishnah, Avos 4:12: "Let the honor of your student be as dear to you as your own."
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And a personneeds to be careful with his students and to love them,
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for they are the sons who bring pleasure and benefit to this world and to the World to Come.




Halacha 13 - The Greatness of Students and Their Influence on the Wisdom of Their Teacher
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The students increase the wisdom of the teacher
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and broaden his heart to understand and analyze deeper concepts.
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The Sages said in the Gemara:
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Much wisdom I learned from my teachers,
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and more wisdomI learned from my colleagues,
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and from my students I learned more than all of them.
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And just as a small piece of wood ignites the large piece of wood when building a fire,
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so a small student sharpens the teacher
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until he brings out from him, with his questions, glorious wisdom that the teacher would not have reached on his own.

CHAPTER SUMMARY

The chapter begins by establishing that a person's primary rebbe—from whomhe learned the majority of his Torah wisdom—
demands a level of honor and awe that exceeds even that of his father, which manifests in giving the rebbe priority in
returning lost items, relieving burdens, and redemption from captivity, unless the father is also a Torah sage. The Rambam
then details how any rebellion, controversy, criticism, or complaint against one's rebbe is viewed as a direct rebellion against
Hashem. Finally, the halachah defines 'disputing one's teacher as establishing a house of study to teach and render halachic
decisions without receiving explicit permission fromone's primary rebbe, whereas a student who is also a colleague is not

bound by these same strictures.




TWYR? WHAT TO TAKE HO ME

The Rambam teaches us a fundamental truth about our connection to Torah: a person's relationship with their rebbe is not
just a matter of social respect or academic appreciation. It is the very channel through which we connect to the Shechinah.
When we treat our rebbe with the utmost awe, standing before himas we would before a king and guarding our speech in his

presence, we are training our souls in yiras Shamayim.

This is why the Sages warn so severely against disputing or complaining about one's rebbe. It is not about protecting the
teacher's ego; it is about preserving the purity of the chain of mesorah. If we allow ourselves to treat our teachers like peers,
arguing with them or acting with familiarity, we break the vessel that carries the light of the Torah into our lives. True growth

in Torah requires us to bend our minds and hearts to those who came before us.

Today, make a conscious effort to elevate how you speak about or interact with your rebbe or a local talmid chacham. When
mentioning their name, do not just say it casually; add a title of respect like 'Rabbi’ or 'my teacher,” and consciously remind

yourself that through their wisdom, you are being brought closer to Hashem.
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L CHAPTER PREVIEW

We begin our learning of Pirkei Avos by establishing the golden chain of the mesorah, tracing how Moshe Rabbeinu received
the Torah at Sinai and passed it down through the generations. This holy transmission went from Yehoshua to the elders, the
prophets, and the Men of the Great Assembly, showing us that our oral tradition is unbroken and divine. From there, the

chapter introduces the early pairs of Sages, the Zugos, who carried the torch of Torah with immense holiness.

As we delve into their teachings, we find fundamental guidance for our daily avodah and yiras Shamayim. The Sages guide
us on how to build a home of Torah, how to conduct ourselves in judgment, how to treat our fellow Jews with warmth, and
how to guard our speech. We are introduced to the timeless wisdom of Hillel and Shammai, who teach us the path of peace,
diligence in learning, and serving Hashem with absolute sincerity.

All introductions, summaries, and contextual notes are the editor’s commentary and are not part of the original text.
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Mishna 1- The Chain of Torah Transmission and the Three Directives of the Great Assembly
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and the elders to the elders and Yehoshua  to Yehoshua  and transmitted it from Sinai  Torah received Moshe
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three said They the Great  the Assembly to the Men of transmitted it and the prophets  to the prophets
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for the Torah a fence and make many disciples and establish  in judgment  deliberate Be things

This Mishnab establishesthe unbroken chain of Torab transmission from Sinai down to the Sages of the Great Assembly, who provided foundational

guidance for judges and teachers.

7 n 1 y n? 1 ya nn’b SJW =’1 ;7 U Mishna 2- The Three Pillars Upon Which the World Stands
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on say would  he the Great the Assembly from the remnantsof  was  the Righteous ~ Shimon
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acts of and on the Temple service and on the Torah  on stands the world things three
:0779n
kindness

Shimon the Righteous teachesthat the existence of the world depends upon Torah study, the Temple service, and acts of lovingkindness.
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be do not say would  he the Righteous from Shimon received Socho a man of Antigonus
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like servants  be but  areward toreceive condition on the master — who serve like servants
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Heaven the fearof andletbe areward toreceive condition on not the master — who serve
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upon you

Antigonusof Socho teaches that one should serve Hashem without the expectation of receiving a reward, while maintaining a constant fear of Heaven.

D’?ﬁ.:) U 792 :1 1-111 n U N? ; i? Mishna 4 - The Transmission of Torah and Honoring the Sages
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Yose fromthem received Yerushalayim manof Yochanan ben and Yose Zeredah manof Yoezer ben Yose
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and be  for the Sages meeting a house of your house let be says Zeredah man of Yoezer ben
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their words —  with thirst  drinking and be their feet in the dust of attaching yourself

Yose ben Yoezer and Yose ben Yochanan transmit the tradition, advising one to make their home a gathering place for Sages.

.'ItTZ? NEI oy n U ’w VAYRY 29 IND QQD ] Mishna 5 - Hospitality to the Poor and Limiting Conversation with Women
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and let be wide open  your house letbe says Yerushalayim  a man of Yochanan sonof Yose
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they said  with his wife the woman with conversation increase and donot yourhousehold membersof poor people
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increases thata man the time all the Sages said fromhere his fellow with the wife of and heavy a light
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and his end Torah from words of and desists  to himself evil  he causes the woman with conversation
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Yose ben Yochanan teaches the importance of keeping a home open to the poor and warns against excessive conversation with women, which distracts from

Torah study.
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says Perachyah sonof Yehoshua fromthem received the Arbelite and Nittai Perachyah son of Yehoshua
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man every — judging andbe a companion foryourself andacquire a teacher foryourself make
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merit  to the scale of

This Mishnab teaches the importance of spiritual mentorship, friendship, and giving others the benefit of the doubt.

s’tpj}:ﬂ 57"1 1 3T§7 7: i'li??:l -1 U Mishna 7 - Distancing Oneself from an Evil Neighbor and the Wicked
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with the wicked ~ associate  and donot whoisevil froma neighbor distance yourself says the Arbelite Nittai
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retribution of despair and do not

Nittai the Arbelite warns against associating with bad influences and reminds us that divine justice isinevitable.

1’1 t‘ 9? y; ﬂy 121 t‘ .ﬂ;:lltl Mishna 8- The Conduct of a Judge Toward Litigants
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says Tabbai sonof Yehudah fromthem received Shetach sonof and Shimon Tabbai sonof Yehudah
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standing  judgment the mastersof and whenare the judges like the arrangersof yourself  make  donot
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they should be  from before you and when they are like wicked ones in youreyes they should be  before you

dismissed
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the judgment —  upon themselves when they accepted like innocent ones in your eyes

Yebudah ben Tabbai teaches that a judge must remain completely impartial, avoiding advocacy and viewing both parties equally during and after the

trial.
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Mishna 9- Thorough Interrogation of Witnesses and Caution in the Words of Judges
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careful and be the witnesses —  toinvestigate much be says Shetach son of  Shimon
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to lie they will learn  from within them lest with your words




Shimon ben Shetach warns judges to cross-examine witnesses thoroughly and to speak carefully so as not to inadvertently teach them howto fabricate

testimony.

m :;ﬁ—tl n B’J!ZH ﬂ; N? 73 tl n ; EI?S Mishna 10- Loving Work and Shunning Lovdship and G ent Intimacy
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— and hate work — love says Shemaiah  fromthem received and Abtalion Shemaiah
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to the ruling authority make yourself known and donot lordship

Shemaiah and Abtalion teach the importance of honest labor, avoiding positionsof power, and keeping a safe distance from the ruling authorities.
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Mishna 11- A Warning to Sages to Guard Their Words to Prevent Desecration of Heaven's Name
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exile  the obligation of you will obligate lest with your words  be careful Sages says Avtalyon
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after you who come the disciples and they will drink the evil waters toa place of and you will be exiled
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is profaned Heaven the Name of and it will be found and they will die

Avtalyon warns Torah scholars to speak with extreme precision so that heretical disciples do not misinterpret their words and stray after false doctrines.

Mishna 12 The Conduct of Hillel to Love Peace and Draw Creations Close to Torah
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loving Aharon of  fromthe disciples  be says Hillel fromthem received and Shammai Hillel
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to the Torah and drawing them the creations — loving peace and pursuing  peace
close

Hillel teaches that one should emulate Abaron the Koben Gadol by actively pursuing peace and bringing people closer to the Torah through love.

i'l'ﬂj.'n ’? | D::1 ﬂlg.}: lpEkeloh Mishna 13- The Danger of Secking Fame and Neglecting Torah Study
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ceases add and one who does not  hisname destroys his name one who makes great say used to  He
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passesaway of the crown and one who makesuse deserves — death learn and one who does not

This Mishnah warns against using Torah knowledge for self-aggrandizement and emphasizes the necessity of continnous study.
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amI  what fornyselfalone And whenIam isforme who formyself I not If say used to  He
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Hillel teaches that a person must take personal responsibility for their own spiritual growth and act without delay.
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Mishna 15 - Making Torah Study Fixed, Speaking Little and Doing Much, and Welcoming Everyone Warmly
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—  receiving and be much and do little say fixed  your Torah  make says Shammai
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face expression of witha cheerful  person  every

Shammai teachesthe importance of establishing a fixed schedule for Torah study, prioritizing actions over words, and greeting every person with a

pleasant and welcoming countenance.

175 Q t‘ T 73 I-IE U ﬂ tﬁ :1_ qb HW §7 Mishna 16 - Appointing a Teacher and Avoiding Donbt and Estimations in Tithing
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and donot  doubt from and remove yourself a teacher foryourself make say would Gamliel Rabban
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by estimation  to tithe increase

Rabban Gamliel teachesthe importance of establishing a halachic authority to resolve donbts and avoiding guesswork when performing mitzvos like

tithing.

"112"]‘[1 ’JD 17}_7 E'IWS_H_J [H n'li?’ﬂWij n?y?_: Mishna 17 - The Virtue of Silence and Action Over Mere Wordss
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better for the body did I find and not the Sages among Igrewup nydays all says hisson  Shimon
M2TRT 0 P1 LyRI NDN IRYT NI WD N9 RpenY NDN
who increases and anyone the action but  the main thing is the study  and not silence than
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sin brings words

Shimon the son of Rabban Gamliel teachesthat silence isthe best path for the body, and that practical action is superior to mere study and excessive

speech.




Mishna 18 - Justice Truth and Peace Upon Which the World Stands

1970 By TRy n‘?ﬁyg o127 .'IT;?'?W 5y ,InIN ’?N"??:.} 12 1ynY 137

justice  on stands the world things three on says Gamliel ben  Shimon  Rabban
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judge peace  and judgmentof truth 8 Zechariah asitissaid peace and on truth and on
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in your gates

Rabban Shimon ben Gamliel teaches that the preservation of human society depends upon the three pillars of justice, truth, and peace.

CHAPTER SUMMARY

The chapter opens with the Men of the Great Assembly and Shimon the Righteous establishing the pillars of the world,
followed by Antigonus of Socho's warning to serve Hashem without expecting reward. We then progress through the
teachings of the Zugos: Yose ben Yoezer and Yose ben Yochanan on bringing Sages and the poor into our homes; Yehoshua
ben Perachiah and Nittai the Arbelite on acquiring teachers and avoiding evil neighbors; Yehudah ben Tabbai and Shimon
ben Shetach on careful justice; and Shemaiah and Abtalion on avoiding the ruling power and guarding one’s words. Finally,
Hillel and Shammai teach us to pursue peace, fix our Torah study, and receive everyone with a pleasant countenance,
leading into the instructions of Rabban Gamaliel and his son Shimon on silence and action, and concluding with Rabban

Shimon ben Gamaliel's declaration that the world stands on justice, truth, and peace.

TPYR? WHAT TO TAKE HOME

My dear friend, look at how this first chapter of Pirkei Avos begins. It does not start with abstract philosophies, but with a
chain of transmission: Moshe received the Torah from Sinai and passed it down, generation after generation, until it reached
us. This tells us that our Torah is not a theory; itis a living, breathing legacy of connection. When you learn, you are not just
reading a book, you are joining a chain of holy souls. And what do these sages tell us? They tell us that the world stands on
Torah, avodah, and gemilus chasadim, and that the ultimate goal of all our learning is not just to speak, but to do. Shimon his

son says it clearly: 'Study is not the most important thing, but actions.’

Think about Shammai's golden rule: 'Say little, but do much, and receive all men with a pleasant countenance." How often
do we promise ourselves or others big things, only to fall short? The Torah wants us to build our lives on quiet, solid action.
When you greet another Yid with a warm, genuine smile, you are literally sustaining the world. You are bringing the peace

and truth that Rabban Shimon ben Gamaliel says keeps the world standing.

Let us also take to heart the famous words of Hillel: 'If T am not for nyself, who is for me? But if T am for my own self, whatam
I? And if not now, when?' We cannot wait for someone else to do our avodah for us, nor can we live only for ourselves. We

must step up, take responsibility for our spiritual growth, and do it today, without putting it off.

Today, choose one small, concrete action instead of just talking about it. When you meet someone, greet them with a
genuine, warmsmile and a pleasant countenance, and make a fixed five minutes to learn Torah today without any

distractions.
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These are the five kapitlach of Tehillimsaid every single day: 32, 43, 83, 121, and 130, each set word for word with its English

meaning. They are gathered here as one section so the whole daily Tehillim can be said and downloaded together.

All introductions and contextual notes are the editor's commentary and are not part of the original text.
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When you feel weighed down by your mistakes, do not keepsilent or try to hide them. Open your heart to Hashemin honest
confession, and then immediately shift your focus to absolute trust in His forgiveness and constant protection, knowing that

He never slumbers and is always guarding your steps.

Today, the moment you feel a heavy heart or a sense of spiritual distance, stop what you are doing, speak to Hashemin your

own words to acknowledge your mistake, and then say out loud: "My help is from Hashem, who forgives and guards ny soul.'
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