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Daf Yomi - The Full Daf - Elucidated Talmud - Navy & Gold Edition - with Rashi

LJ THE SUGYA

We begin this daf by concluding the fifth perek of Maseches Chullin, Perek Behemah Hamakshah, with a beautiful and
haimish discussion about having rachmanus on one's fellow Yid. The Gemara teaches us that when a person is going through
a tzarah, they must let the tzibbur know so that others can daven to Hashem on their behalf. This is derived from the metzora

who must call out "Impure, impure!" to publicize his distress and awaken the tefillos of the community.

Immediately following this, we begin the sixth perek, Perek Oto Ve'es Beno, which deals with the severe d'Oraisa prohibition
of slaughtering an animal and its offspring on the same day. The Mishnah outlines the various applications of this mitzvah,
showing how it applies both in Eretz Yisrael and Chutz la’Aretz, in the times of the Beis HaMikdash and when it is not
standing, and to both chullin (non-sacred animals) and kodashim (sacrificial animals). The Mishnah details the halachic status
of the meat and the lashes incurred under different permutations of chullin and kodashimslaughtered inside or outside the
Azarah.

All introductions, summaries, and contextual notes are the editor’s commentary and are not part of the original text.
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that its strength should be weakened by the stones, preventing it from shedding its fruit,
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but as for painting it with red paint, why is it permitted? What benefit is there in this?
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The Gemara answers: One does so in order that people will see it and pray for mercy upon it, that the tree should become

fruitful.
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As it is taught in a baraita: The verse regarding a leper states: “And he shall cry: Impure, impure!” This teaches that a person

who suffers a misfortune needs to inform the public, and the public will seek mercy on his behalf.
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And likewise, whoever has a bad thing happen to him needs to inform the public, and the public will seek mercy on his
behalf.

STATEMENT
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Ravina said: Like whom is our practice when we hang bunches of unripe dates ona palm tree that casts off its fruit? Like

whom is this done, seeing as it resembles the ways of the Amorites?
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Itis like this very tanna of the baraita, who says that a person must publicize his distress so that others will pray for him.

STATEMENT
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May we return to you, Perek Be he mah Hamaks hah.
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MISHNAH: The prohibition of slaughtering an animal itself and its offspring on the same day applies both in Eretz Yisrael

and outside of Eretz Yisrael,
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both in the presence of the Temple and not in the presence of the Temple,
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and both with regard to non-sacred animals and with regard to sacrificial animals.
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How so? One who slaughters an animal itself and its offspring,
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and both were non-sacred animals slaughtered outside the Temple courtyard; both of them are fit for consumption, but the

one who slaughters the second receives the forty lashes for violating the prohibition.
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If they were sacrificial animals slaughtered outside the Temple courtyard; for the first, the slaughterer is liable to karet for
slaughtering a holy offering outside the Sanctuary, and both of them are disqualified as offerings, and both of them receive

forty lashes apiece — the first for slaughtering outside, and the second for violating the prohibition of 'itself and its offspring’.
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If they were non-sacred animals slaughtered inside the Temple courtyard; both of them are disqualified, because it is

forbidden to slaughter non-sacred animals in the Azarah, and the second slaughterer receives the forty lashes.
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If they were sacrificial animals slaughtered inside the Temple courtyard; the first is fit as an offering and the slaughterer is
exempt from punishment, but the second slaughterer receives the forty lashes and the second animal is disqualified, as it was

slaughtered on the same day as its parent.
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If the first was non-sacred and the second was sacrificial, and both were slaughtered outside the Temple courtyard; the first is
fit for eating and the slaughterer is exempt, and the second slaughterer receives the forty lashes and the animal is

disqualified as an offering.
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If the first was sacrificial and the second was non-sacred, and both were slaughtered outside the Temple courtyard; for the
first, the slaughterer is liable to karet and the animal is disqualified, and the second is fit for consumption, and both

slaughterers receive forty lashes.
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If the first was non-sacred and the second was sacrificial, and both were slaughtered inside the Temple courtyard; both of

them are disqualified, and the second slaughterer receives forty lashes.
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If the first was sacrificial and the second was non-sacred, and both were slaughtered inside the Temple courtyard; the first is
fit and the slaughterer is exempt, and the second slaughterer receives forty lashes, and the second animal is disqualified

because it was non-sacred in the courtyard.
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If both were non-sacred and the slaughter of the first was outside and the second was inside; the firstis fit and the slaughterer

is exempt, and the second slaughterer receives forty lashes and the animal is disqualified.
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If both were sacrificial, and the first was slaughtered outside and the second inside; the first slaughterer is liable to karet, and

both slaughterers receive forty lashes, and both animals are disqualified.
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If both were non-sacred and the first was slaughtered inside and the second outside; the first is disqualified and the

slaughterer is exempt, and the second slaughterer receives forty lashes and the second animal is fit.
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If both were sacrificial, and the first was slaughtered inside and the second outside; the first is fit and the slaughterer is

exempt, and the second slaughterer receives forty lashes and the second animal is disqualified.

GEMARA
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GEMARA: The Sages taught in a baraita: From where is it derived that the prohibition of slaughtering an animal itself and

its offspring applies to sacrificial animals?
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The verse states: “Whena bull, orasheep, ora goat, is born,” which refers to sacrificial offerings,
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and it is written afterward: “And whether it be a cow ora ewe, youshall not slaughter it and its offspring both in one

day.” This proximity teaches that the prohibition of itself and its offspring applies to sacrificial animals.
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The Gemara asks: But say that to sacrificial animals, yes, the prohibition applies, but to non-sacred animals, no, it does not

apply!
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The Gemara answers: The word “bull” in the second verse se parated the matter from the previous section, making it a new,

general commandment that applies to all animals.
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The Gemara asks: But say that to non-sacred animals, yes, it applies, but to sacrificial animals, no, it does not apply!
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The Gemara answers: It is written: “And a cow” — the letter vav meaning 'and’ adds to the first matter, connecting it to the

previous section regarding sacrifices.
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The Gemara asks: If so, just as in sacrificial animals, a hybrid animal is not acceptable as an offering, so too, the prohibition of

itself and its offspring should not apply to a hybrid?
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Why, then, is it taught in a baraita: The prohibition of itself and its offspring applies to a hybrid and to a koy?
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And furthermore, “alamb” is written in the verse regarding itself and its offspring, and Rava said on this...
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This established a paradigm for other cases: Wherever it is stated "seh” in the Torah, it is only to exclude the offspring of

diverse kinds.
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The Gemara answers: The verse states "or” in the passage of oto v'es b'no to include the offspring of diverse kinds in the

prohibition.
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The Gemara challenges: But this "or" is required by it to separate the prohibitions, as it might enter your mind to say:
Until he slaughters both a bull and its offspring and a sheep and its offspring on the same day he is not liable; therefore,

the word "or" teaches us that one is liable for either one alone.
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The Gemara responds: The need to separate themis derived from the singular word "its offspring” rather than "their

offspring."
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The Gemara challenges: And still, it is required for that which is taught in a Braisa: If it were stated: "A bull and a sheep
and its offspring,” I would have said: One is not liable until he slaughters a bull and a sheep and the offspring of one of

themy therefore, the verse states: "A bull ora sheep... it and its offspring.”
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What, is it not from the word "or" that the Braisa derives it? If so, "or" is not available to include diverse kinds.
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The Gemara responds: No, it is derived from the word "it" (oto).
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The Gemara asks: This works out well according to the Rabbis, for whom "it" is superfluous and available for this

derivation; but according to Chananya, for whom "it" is not superfluous, from where does he derive to separate them?
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The Gemara answers: To separate them, Chananya does not need a verse, as he holds in accordance with Rabbi Yonatan

regarding the use of conjunctions.
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As it is taught in a Braisa: Fromthe verse, "A man who curses his father and his mother," I have only derived that he is liable
if he curses both his father and his mo ther together. From where do we derive that he is liable for cursing his father without
his mother, or his mother without his father? The verse states: "His father and his mother he has cursed” — meaning, if

his father he cursed, or if his mother he cursed, he is liable; this is the statement of Rabbi Yoshiya.
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Rabbi Yonatan says: The phrasing implies both of them together, and it also implies each one onits own, unless the
verse specifies for you "together” (yachdav). Thus, Chananya, who holds like Rabbi Yonatan, does not need a verse to

separate the prohibitions, leaving "or” free to include diverse kinds.
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The Gemara asks: What is this dispute between Chananya and what is the opinion of the Rabbis that was mentioned?
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As it is taught in a Braisa: The prohibition of "it and its offspring” applies to females, i.c., a mother and its offspring, but it

does not apply to males, ic., a father and its offspring. Chananya says: It applies both to males and to females.
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The Gemara asks: What is the reasoning of the Rabbis?
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As it is taught in a Braisa: One might think that "it and its offspring” should apply both to males and to females.
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And indeed, it is a logical derivation: The Torah obligated here regarding an animal and its offspring, and it obligated
regarding the mother bird over the young; just as when it obligated regarding the mother bird over the young, it

applies only to females and not to males, so too when it obligated here, it should apply only to females and not to males.
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The Braisa refutes this: No! If you say so regarding the mother bird over the young, where the Torah did not make
prepared birds equivalent to unprepared ones, shall you say so regarding "it and its offspring,” where the Torah made

prepared animals e quivalent to unprepared ones?




2230 K21 70K - 7INIR” niD 1mbn

Therefore, the verse states: "it" (oto) — to teach that the prohibition applies to only one parent and not to two parents.
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After the verse separated them, limiting the prohibition to one parent, I have merited to return to the logical derivation:
The Torah obligated here and obligated regarding the mother bird over the young — just as when it obligated
regarding the mother bird over the young, it applies to females and not to males, so too when it obligated here, it

applies to females and not to males.
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And if you wish to say an alternative proof: The verse says "its offspring” (b'no) — referring to one whose offspring clings

after it, which excludes the male, whose offspring does not cling after it.
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The Gemara asks: What is the meaning of "and if you wish to say"? Why is the second proof necessary?
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The Gemara answers: Lest you say that "it" (oto) implies a male, therefore it says "its offspring” (b'no) — referring to one

whose offspring clings after it, which excludes the male, whose offspring does not cling after it.

SUMMARY

The Gemara begins its analysis of Perek Oto Ve'es Beno by secking the source in the Torah for applying this prohibition to
sacrificial animals. Through a detailed limud of the pesukim, the Gemara connects the parsha of sacrifices to the prohibition of
"it and its offspring,” establishing that the law encompasses both holy and non-sacred animals. The Gemara then raises
questions regarding whether this prohibition applies to hybrid animals, such as a crossbreed, ora koy, analyzing the specific

terminology used in the Torah to define the boundaries of this mitzvah.
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In the closing of Perek Behemah Hamakshah, the Gemara teaches us a beautiful and deeply moving principle of Jewish life.
We learn that a metzora is commanded to call out, "Impure, impure!” and that we paint a failing tree red so that passersby will
notice it. Why? So that the public will see their distress and pray for them. Chazal tell us clearly: "Whoever has a bad thing
happen to himneeds to inform the public, and the public will seek mercy on his behalf."

Think about what this means for our daily avodah. Sometimes, when we are going through a difficult nisayon, a health
struggle, or parnassah worries, our natural instinct is to pull back, hide our pain, and suffer in silence. We might feel
embarrassed or think we shouldn't burden others. But the Torah is teaching us the exact opposite. Hashem created the world
such that we need each other's tefillos. By sharing our pain with our fellow Yidden, we are not showing weakness; we are

opening the gates of rachamim.

This goes both ways. When someone shares a struggle with you, it is not just casual conversation. Itis a holy invitation.
Hashem brought that information to your ears because He wants you to stop what you are doing and daven for them. The

power of a community crying out for an individual is limitless, and it is one of the greatest acts of chesed we can perform.

Today, when someone mentions a difficulty they are facing, whetherit is a health issue, a child struggling, or financial stress,
do not just offer a polite nod. Take ten seconds right then and there to say a short, heartfelt prayer to Hashemon their

behalf.
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Ll CHAPTER PREVIEW

In this opening chapter, the Rambam, zatzal, takes us back to the very beginning of history to show us how the terrible error
of avodah zarah first crept into the world. We learn how, in the days of Enosh, mankind made a tragic mistake by thinking
that because Hashem placed the stars and spheres on high to run the world, it must be His will to honor and serve themas His

ministers.

We then see how this initial error degenerated over generations. The Rambam describes how false prophets and deceivers
arose, claiming they had received visions to build physical images and performsstrange rituals, which eventually led the masses
to completely forget Hashemand worship only these empty creations.

All introductions, summaries, and contextual notes are the editor’s commentary and are not part of the original text.

Halacha 1- The Original Error of the Idol Worshipers in the Days of Enosh
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In the days of Enosh, the children of man erred with a great mistake,
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and the counsel of the wise men of that generation became foolish,
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and Enosh himself was also among those who erred.
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And this was their mistake:
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they said, "Since God created these stars and spheres to guide the world,
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and placed them on high, and apportioned to themhonor,
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and they are servants who minister before Him,
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they are fitting to praise them, and to glorify them, and to apportion to them honor.
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And this is the will of God, blessed is He, to magnify and to honor whoever He magnified and honored,
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just as the king wants to honor those who stand before him, and this is the honor of a king."
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Once this thing arose upon their heart,
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they began to build temples for the stars, and to offer sacrifices to them,
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and to praise themand to glorify them with words, and to prostrate themselves towards them,
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inorder to obtain the favor of the Creator, in their evil opinion.
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And this was the essence of the worship of stars.
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And thus its worshipers who knew its essence would say;
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not that they say that there is no God there except this star.
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This is what Yirmeyahu says: "Who will not fear You, King of the nations? For to You it is fitting,
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for among all the wise men of the nations and in all their kingdom there is none like You.
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And in one thing they are foolish and senseless; the instruction of vanities, it is wood."
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Meaning to say, all know that You are He alone,
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but their mistake and their foolishness is that they imagine that this vanity is Your will.

Halacha 2- The Spread of Idol Worship and the Forgetting of God s Name
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And after the days lengthened,
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there arose among the children of man prophets of falsehood,
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and they said that God commanded and said to them:
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"Serve such and such a star, or all the stars,
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and sacrifice to it, and pour libations to it in such and such a way,
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and build for it a temple, and make its image
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inorder for all the people —the women, the children, and the rest of the common people of the land—to bow down

to it."
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And each false prophet would inform them of an image that he devised from his heart,
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and say, "This is the image of such and such a star that they informed him of in his prophecy.”
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And they began in this way to make images in the temples,
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and under the trees, and on the tops of the mountains, and on the hills,
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and they would gather and bow down to them,
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and say to all the people that this image benefits and harms,
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and it is proper to serve it and to fear it.
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And their priests would say to them,
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"Through this service you will multiply and you will succeed,
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and do such and such, and do not do such and such.”
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And other deceivers began to arise and to say

QIAY 927 INDRI IR D220 IR iRy 2295w

that the star itself, or the sphere, or the angel spoke with them,
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and said to them, "Serve me insuch and such a way,"
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and he informed them of the way of his service,
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saying, "Do this, and do not do that."
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And this matter spread throughout the entire world,
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to serve the images with services that were different from one another,
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and to sacrifice to themand to bow down.
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And since the days lengthened,
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the glorious and awesome Name was forgotten from the mouth of all living things and from their minds,
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and they did not recognize Him.

And it turned out that all the common people of the land, the women, and the children
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knew nothing except the image of wood and of stone,
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and the temple of stones, which they had been trained from their childhood
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to bow down to, and to serve, and to swear by its name.
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And the wise men that were among them, such as their priests and the like of them,
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imagined that there is no god there except the stars and the spheres,
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for whose sake and in whose likeness these images were made.
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But the Rock of the worlds—there was no man who recognized Him or knew Him,
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except for unique individuals in the world, such as Chanoch, Metushelach, Noach, Shem, and Ever.
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And in this way, the world was going and rolling along,




1028 DTAN NI DY DU iy 124w 1Y

until the pillar of the world was born, and he is Avraham our Father.

Halacha 3 - Avrabam's Discovery of the Creator and the Transmission of Monotheism
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Once this giant of a mind, this mighty one, was weaned from nursing,
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he began to explore in his mind, even though he was still small,
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and he began to think by day and by night.
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And he was wondering: How is it possible that this sphere should be revolving always,
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and there should not be to it a controller, and who causes it to revolve?
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Foritis impossible that it should cause itself to revolve.
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And he did not have a teacher, nor anyone who informs him of anything,
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rather he was mired in Ur Kasdim among the foolish worshipers of stars,
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and his father and his mother and all the people were worshipers of stars, and he worshiped with them.
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But his heart was exploring and understanding,
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until he grasped the path of truth, and understood the line of righteousness from his correct understanding.
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And he knew that there is there one God,
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and He controls the sphere, and He created everything,
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and there is not among all the entities a god besides Him.
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And he knew that all the world were erring,
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and the thing that caused themto err
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was this: that they worshiped the stars and the images,
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until the truth was lost from their minds.
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And at forty years of age, Avraham recognized his Creator.
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Once he recognized and knew the truth,
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he began to return answers to the people of Ur Kasdim, and to arrange arguments with them,
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and to say: This is not the path of truth that you are walking in!

2oRDE 2Y

And he broke the idols,
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and he began to make known to the people that it is not proper to serve anyone except the God of the world,
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and to Him it is proper to bow down, and to sacrifice, and to pour libations,
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in order that all the coming creations should recognize Him.
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And it is proper to destroy and to break all the images,
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in order that all the people should not err with them,
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like these who imagine that there is no god there except these.
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Once he prevailed over them with his proofs,
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the king sought to kill him, but a miracle was performed for him and he went out to Charan.
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And he began to stand and to call with a loud voice to all the world,
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and to inform them that there is one God for all the world, and Him it is proper to serve.
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And he was traveling and calling, and gathering the people fromcity to city and from kingdom to kingdom,
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until he arrived at the Land of Canaan, and he was calling out,
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as it is said: And he called there in the name of Hashem, God of the world.
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And once the people were gathering to himand asking him about his words,

nYT 222 TONY TN 227 27in MY

he would inform each and every one according to his understanding,




until he would return him to the path of truth,
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until thousands and myriads gathered to him,
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and they were the men of the house of Avraham.
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And he planted in their hearts this great principle, and he composed books concerning it,
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and he taught it to Yitzchak his son.
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And Yitzchak sat teaching and warning the people.
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And Yitzchak taught it to Yaakov, and appointed him to teach,
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and he sat teaching and strengthening all those who joined him.
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And Yaakov our father taught all of his sons,
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and he separated Levi and appointed him head,
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and established him in the academy to teach the way of Hashem and to keep the commandment of Avraham.
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And he commanded his sons that they should not interrupt from the sons of Levi a leader after a leader,
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in order that the teaching should not be forgotten.
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And the matter was going and growing stronger among the children of Yaakov and among those who joined them,
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and there became in the world a nation that knows Hashem.
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Until the days grew long for Israel in Mitzrayim,
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and they returned to learn from their deeds and to worship stars like them,
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except for the tribe of Levi, which stood by the commandment of the patriarchs.
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And never did the tribe of Levi worship stars.
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And almost, by a little, was the principle that Avraham planted uprooted,
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and the children of Yaakov would return to the error of the world and their crookedness.
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And from the love of Hashem for us, and from His kee ping the oath to Avraham our father,
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He brought forth Moshe our teacher, the master of all the prophets, and sent him.
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Once Moshe our teacher prophesied, and Hashem chose Israel for an inheritance,
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He crowned them with mitzvos, and made known to them the way of His service,

PN B°YiLR 9918729 NTiay vEYR MY

and what shall be the law of star worship and of all those who err after it.

CHAPTER SUMMARY
The chapter traces the historical descent of humanity from the initial, mistaken honor given to the stars in the generation of
Enosh, through the rise of false prophets who commanded the worship of physical images, until the true knowledge of

Hashem was almost entirely forgotten. This darkness prevailed until our father, Avraham Avinu, used his own intellect to




recognize the Creator, began teaching the truth to the world, and established a nation dedicated to the service of the one

true God, a legacy that Moshe Rabbeinu later sealed with the giving of the Torah.
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The great tragedy of the generation of Enosh was not that they denied Hashemy; they knew He was the Creator. Their
mistake was looking at the "stars and spheres”, the natural systems, the powerful forces, and the influential people of the

world, and deciding that they needed to flatter and serve these middlemen to get what they wanted. They believed that
honoring the king's ministers was the way to honor the King. Over time, this subtle shift in focus completely erased the

memory of Hashem from their hearts, leaving themin total darkness.

We often make the very same mistake in our daily lives. When we worry about our parnassah, our health, or our standing, we
are tempted to put all our energy into flattering the "middlemen.” We might think we must bow to the demands of the market,
appease influential people at the expense of our values, or rely entirely on natural means. We tell ourselves we still believe in

Hashem, but our focus and trust have shifted to the creation rather than the Creator.

Like Avraham Avinu, who looked past the stars and realized there must be a single Guide directing the wheel, we have to
look past the natural causes in our lives. True emunah means knowing that no boss, no doctor, and no financial system has
any power of its own. They are merely tools in the hand of Hashem. When we direct our hearts solely to Him, we free

ourselves from the anxiety of serving the world.

Today, when you find yourself worrying about a natural obstacle or trying to please someone for your own success, stop and
remind yourself: "This person or situation is just a star in the sky. Only Hashem runs the world." Direct your request and your

trust to Him alone.
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L CHAPTER PREVIEW

We begin our learning of Pirkei Avos by establishing the golden chain of the mesorah, tracing how Moshe Rabbeinu received
the Torah at Sinai and passed it down through the generations. This holy transmission went from Yehoshua to the elders, the
prophets, and the Men of the Great Assembly, showing us that our oral tradition is unbroken and divine. From there, the

chapter introduces the early pairs of Sages, the Zugos, who carried the torch of Torah with immense holiness.

As we delve into their teachings, we find fundamental guidance for our daily avodah and yiras Shamayim. The Sages guide
us on how to build a home of Torah, how to conduct ourselves in judgment, how to treat our fellow Jews with warmth, and
how to guard our speech. We are introduced to the timeless wisdom of Hillel and Shammai, who teach us the path of peace,
diligence in learning, and serving Hashem with absolute sincerity.

All introductions, summaries, and contextual notes are the editor’s commentary and are not part of the original text.
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Mishna 1- The Chain of Torah Transmission and the Three Directives of the Great Assembly
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and the elders to the elders and Yehoshua  to Yehoshua  and transmitted it from Sinai  Torah received Moshe
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three said They the Great  the Assembly to the Men of transmitted it and the prophets  to the prophets
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for the Torah a fence and make many disciples and establish  in judgment  deliberate Be things

This Mishnab establishesthe unbroken chain of Torab transmission from Sinai down to the Sages of the Great Assembly, who provided foundational

guidance for judges and teachers.
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on say would  he the Great the Assembly from the remnantsof  was  the Righteous ~ Shimon
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acts of and on the Temple service and on the Torah  on stands the world things three
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kindness

Shimon the Righteous teachesthat the existence of the world depends upon Torah study, the Temple service, and acts of lovingkindness.
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be do not say would  he the Righteous from Shimon received Socho a man of Antigonus
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like servants  be but  areward toreceive condition on the master — who serve like servants
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Heaven the fearof andletbe areward toreceive condition on not the master — who serve
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Antigonusof Socho teaches that one should serve Hashem without the expectation of receiving a reward, while maintaining a constant fear of Heaven.
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Yose fromthem received Yerushalayim manof Yochanan ben and Yose Zeredah manof Yoezer ben Yose
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and be  for the Sages meeting a house of your house let be says Zeredah man of Yoezer ben
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their words —  with thirst  drinking and be their feet in the dust of attaching yourself

Yose ben Yoezer and Yose ben Yochanan transmit the tradition, advising one to make their home a gathering place for Sages.

.'ItTZ? NEI oy n U ’w VAYRY 29 IND QQD ] Mishna 5 - Hospitality to the Poor and Limiting Conversation with Women
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and let be wide open  your house letbe says Yerushalayim  a man of Yochanan sonof Yose

JTRN IMYRD LTERT OY AR M0 XY LA i3 oy

they said  with his wife the woman with conversation increase and donot yourhousehold membersof poor people
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increases thata man the time all the Sages said fromhere his fellow with the wife of and heavy a light
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and his end Torah from words of and desists  to himself evil  he causes the woman with conversation
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Yose ben Yochanan teaches the importance of keeping a home open to the poor and warns against excessive conversation with women, which distracts from

Torah study.
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says Perachyah sonof Yehoshua fromthem received the Arbelite and Nittai Perachyah son of Yehoshua
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man every — judging andbe a companion foryourself andacquire a teacher foryourself make
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merit  to the scale of

This Mishnab teaches the importance of spiritual mentorship, friendship, and giving others the benefit of the doubt.
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with the wicked ~ associate  and donot whoisevil froma neighbor distance yourself says the Arbelite Nittai
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retribution of despair and do not

Nittai the Arbelite warns against associating with bad influences and reminds us that divine justice isinevitable.
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says Tabbai sonof Yehudah fromthem received Shetach sonof and Shimon Tabbai sonof Yehudah

DRIy P07 CP¥a PIWY PIT O CDTMYD ARy wyn BN

standing  judgment the mastersof and whenare the judges like the arrangersof yourself  make  donot
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they should be  from before you and when they are like wicked ones in youreyes they should be  before you

dismissed
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the judgment —  upon themselves when they accepted like innocent ones in your eyes

Yebudah ben Tabbai teaches that a judge must remain completely impartial, avoiding advocacy and viewing both parties equally during and after the

trial.
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Mishna 9- Thorough Interrogation of Witnesses and Caution in the Words of Judges
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careful and be the witnesses —  toinvestigate much be says Shetach son of  Shimon
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to lie they will learn  from within them lest with your words




Shimon ben Shetach warns judges to cross-examine witnesses thoroughly and to speak carefully so as not to inadvertently teach them howto fabricate

testimony.
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— and hate work — love says Shemaiah  fromthem received and Abtalion Shemaiah
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to the ruling authority make yourself known and donot lordship

Shemaiah and Abtalion teach the importance of honest labor, avoiding positionsof power, and keeping a safe distance from the ruling authorities.

DWR 177 %380 D7M1272 M DRIn? MmN

Mishna 11- A Warning to Sages to Guard Their Words to Prevent Desecration of Heaven's Name
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exile  the obligation of you will obligate lest with your words  be careful Sages says Avtalyon
DDSINN DON2T DOTURPAN AWM ,DOYNT oon Dipnd 122
after you who come the disciples and they will drink the evil waters toa place of and you will be exiled
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is profaned Heaven the Name of and it will be found and they will die

Avtalyon warns Torah scholars to speak with extreme precision so that heretical disciples do not misinterpret their words and stray after false doctrines.

Mishna 12 The Conduct of Hillel to Love Peace and Draw Creations Close to Torah
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loving Aharon of  fromthe disciples  be says Hillel fromthem received and Shammai Hillel
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to the Torah and drawing them the creations — loving peace and pursuing  peace
close

Hillel teaches that one should emulate Abaron the Koben Gadol by actively pursuing peace and bringing people closer to the Torah through love.
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ceases add and one who does not  hisname destroys his name one who makes great say used to  He
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This Mishnah warns against using Torah knowledge for self-aggrandizement and emphasizes the necessity of continnous study.
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Hillel teaches that a person must take personal responsibility for their own spiritual growth and act without delay.
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Mishna 15 - Making Torah Study Fixed, Speaking Little and Doing Much, and Welcoming Everyone Warmly
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—  receiving and be much and do little say fixed  your Torah  make says Shammai
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face expression of witha cheerful  person  every

Shammai teachesthe importance of establishing a fixed schedule for Torah study, prioritizing actions over words, and greeting every person with a

pleasant and welcoming countenance.
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and donot  doubt from and remove yourself a teacher foryourself make say would Gamliel Rabban
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by estimation  to tithe increase

Rabban Gamliel teachesthe importance of establishing a halachic authority to resolve donbts and avoiding guesswork when performing mitzvos like

tithing.
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better for the body did I find and not the Sages among Igrewup nydays all says hisson  Shimon
M2TRT 0 P1 LyRI NDN IRYT NI WD N9 RpenY NDN
who increases and anyone the action but  the main thing is the study  and not silence than
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sin brings words

Shimon the son of Rabban Gamliel teachesthat silence isthe best path for the body, and that practical action is superior to mere study and excessive

speech.




Mishna 18 - Justice Truth and Peace Upon Which the World Stands
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justice  on stands the world things three on says Gamliel ben  Shimon  Rabban
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judge peace  and judgmentof truth 8 Zechariah asitissaid peace and on truth and on
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in your gates

Rabban Shimon ben Gamliel teaches that the preservation of human society depends upon the three pillars of justice, truth, and peace.

CHAPTER SUMMARY

The chapter opens with the Men of the Great Assembly and Shimon the Righteous establishing the pillars of the world,
followed by Antigonus of Socho's warning to serve Hashem without expecting reward. We then progress through the
teachings of the Zugos: Yose ben Yoezer and Yose ben Yochanan on bringing Sages and the poor into our homes; Yehoshua
ben Perachiah and Nittai the Arbelite on acquiring teachers and avoiding evil neighbors; Yehudah ben Tabbai and Shimon
ben Shetach on careful justice; and Shemaiah and Abtalion on avoiding the ruling power and guarding one’s words. Finally,
Hillel and Shammai teach us to pursue peace, fix our Torah study, and receive everyone with a pleasant countenance,
leading into the instructions of Rabban Gamaliel and his son Shimon on silence and action, and concluding with Rabban

Shimon ben Gamaliel's declaration that the world stands on justice, truth, and peace.

TPYR? WHAT TO TAKE HOME

My dear friend, look at how this first chapter of Pirkei Avos begins. It does not start with abstract philosophies, but with a
chain of transmission: Moshe received the Torah from Sinai and passed it down, generation after generation, until it reached
us. This tells us that our Torah is not a theory; itis a living, breathing legacy of connection. When you learn, you are not just
reading a book, you are joining a chain of holy souls. And what do these sages tell us? They tell us that the world stands on
Torah, avodah, and gemilus chasadim, and that the ultimate goal of all our learning is not just to speak, but to do. Shimon his

son says it clearly: 'Study is not the most important thing, but actions.’

Think about Shammai's golden rule: 'Say little, but do much, and receive all men with a pleasant countenance." How often
do we promise ourselves or others big things, only to fall short? The Torah wants us to build our lives on quiet, solid action.
When you greet another Yid with a warm, genuine smile, you are literally sustaining the world. You are bringing the peace

and truth that Rabban Shimon ben Gamaliel says keeps the world standing.

Let us also take to heart the famous words of Hillel: 'If T am not for nyself, who is for me? But if T am for my own self, whatam
I? And if not now, when?' We cannot wait for someone else to do our avodah for us, nor can we live only for ourselves. We

must step up, take responsibility for our spiritual growth, and do it today, without putting it off.

Today, choose one small, concrete action instead of just talking about it. When you meet someone, greet them with a
genuine, warmsmile and a pleasant countenance, and make a fixed five minutes to learn Torah today without any

distractions.
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The Five Daily Kapitlach

L CHAPTER PREVIEW

These are the five kapitlach of Tehillimsaid every single day: 32, 43, 83, 121, and 130, each set word for word with its English

meaning. They are gathered here as one section so the whole daily Tehillim can be said and downloaded together.

All introductions and contextual notes are the editor's commentary and are not part of the original text.
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TPYR? WHAT TO TAKE HOME
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When you feel weighed down by your mistakes, do not keepsilent or try to hide them. Open your heart to Hashemin honest
confession, and then immediately shift your focus to absolute trust in His forgiveness and constant protection, knowing that

He never slumbers and is always guarding your steps.

Today, the moment you feel a heavy heart or a sense of spiritual distance, stop what you are doing, speak to Hashemin your

own words to acknowledge your mistake, and then say out loud: "My help is from Hashem, who forgives and guards ny soul.'
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