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Daf Yomi - The Full Daf - Elucidated Talmud - Navy & Gold Edition - with Rashi

LJ THE SUGYA

In this daf; we continue our deep dive into the sugya of "oto v'es beno" (slaughtering an animal and its offspring on the same
day) and how it applies to the father. We explore the opinion of Chananya, who holds that the prohibition applies to the
father as well as the mother, and how this connects to the fundamental question of "chayshinun I'zera ha'av’—whether we

concern ourselves with the seed of the father in determining the species of the offspring.

We will also learn about the halachos of kilayim (diverse kinds) regarding mules, examining how we determine their maternal
lineage through physical signs like their voice, ears, and tail. The Gemara then transitions into a discussion regarding the
status of a hybrid animal (a cross between a goat and a ewe) and the koy (an animal of doubtful status) regarding the
prohibition of "oto v'es beno.”

All introductions, summaries, and contextual notes are the editor’s commentary and are not part of the original text.
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And according to Chananya, the reason for his ruling is that it is written "it" [oto], which indicates a male parent, and it is
written "its offspring” [beno] — meaning that parent whose offspring clings after it, which indicates a female parent.

Therefore, the prohibition of slaughtering an animal and its offspring on the same day applies both to males and to females.
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Rav Huna bar Chiyya said that Shmuel said: The halacha is in accordance with Chananya, that the prohibition applies to the

father as well.

STATEMENT
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And Shmuel follows his own line of reasoning, as we learned in a Mishnah: Rabbi Yehuda says: Those mules bornfroma
female horse, even though their father is a donkey, are permitted to mate one with another; but those bornfroma
female donkey mated with those born froma female horse are prohibited to mate with each other because of the prohibition
of diverse kinds [kilayim].

STATEMENT
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And Rav Yehuda said that Shmuel said: This is the statement of Rabbi Yehuda, who says we do not concernourselves
with the seed of the father in determining the species of the offspring, but rather we look only at the mother. But the Sages

say: All types of mules are one species, and they may mate with each other.
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Who are "the Sages" mentioned here? It is Chananya, who says we do concern ourselves with the seed of the father.
And therefore, this mule which is the offspring of a horse and a donkey, and that mule which is the offspring of a donkey

and a horse — all of them are one species, since both have horse and donkey components.
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A dilemma was raised before them: Is it certain to Rabbi Yehuda that we do not concern ourselves with the seed of

the father, or perhaps he is in doubt about it?
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The Gemara asks: What is the practical difference of this inquiry? The Gemara answers: To permit mating the offspring with

the species of its mother.
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If you say it is certain to him that we ignore the father's seed, then mating the offspring with the mother's species is
permitted, as they are both considered the same species. But if you say he is in doubt, then mating the offspring with the

mo ther's species is prohibited, out of concern that the father's seed might determine the species. What is the resolution?
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Come and hear a proof from our Mishnah: Rabbi Yehuda says: All those born from a female horse, even though their

father is a donkey, are permitted to mate one with another.
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What are the circumstances? If we say that the father of this male mule is a donkey and the father of that female mule is a
donkey, does it need to be said that they may mate? Since both their mothers are horses and both their fathers are donkeys, they

are identical!
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Rather, is it not that the father of this male mule is a horse, and the father of that female mule is a donkey? And yet it
teaches that they are permitted one with another! Consequently, it is certain to him that we do not concern ourselves with

the father's seed.
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The Gemara rejects this: No, actually we are dealing with a case where the father of this one is a donkey and the father of

that one is a donkey. And as for what you said: "Does it need to be said?" — yes, it is necessary.
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Lest you say: The horse side of the male comes and mates with the donkey side of the female, and the donkey side of the
male mates with the horse side of the female, which would violate the prohibition of diverse kinds, therefore he teaches us

that they are considered a single species and may mate.
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Come and hear another proof froma Braisa: Rabbi Yehuda says: A female mule that is in heat — we do not mate with her

eithera horse or a donkey, but rather only one of her own kind, another mule.

INFERENCE
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And if you say it is certain to him that we ignore the father's seed, let us mate with her the species of her mother! Why is
that forbidden?
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The Gemara answers: This is a case where we do not know what the species of her mother is.
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The Gemara objects: But does it not teach "but rather one of her own kind", which implies we do know her kind?
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The Gemara explains: This is what it is saying: We do not mate with her either the species of a horse or the species of a

donkey, because we do not know her mother's species, and therefore we must mate her only with another mule.
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The Gemara asks: But let us check her by her physical signs! As Abaye said: If its voice is deep, it is the offspring of a

female donkey; if its voice is shrill, it is the offspring of a female horse.

STATEMENT
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And Rav Pappa said: If its ears are large and its tail is small, it is the offspring of a female donkeys; if its ears are small

and its tail is large, it is the offspring of a female horse.
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The Gemara answers: With what are we dealing here? With a mute mule whose voice cannot be heard, and whose ears and tail

are lopped off, so hersigns cannot be checked.
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The Gemara asks: What is the conclusion of this matter?
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Come and hear, as Rav Huna the son of Rav Yehoshua said: Everyone agrees regarding mating the offspring with the

mo ther's species that it is prohibited.
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Learn from this that he is in doubt about whether we concern ourselves with the father's seed. The Gemara confirms: Learn

from this that it is so.

STATEMENT
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Rabbi Abba said to his attendant: If you bring mules in for me to the team, look for those that resemble one another
and bring them in for me. Consequently, he holds: We do not concern ourselves with the seed of the father, and

physical resemblance is sufficient to establish that they are of the same maternal species.
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EXPLANATION
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And he holds that these distinguishing characteristics apply by Torah law, and can therefore be relied upon.
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The Rabbis taught in a baraita: The prohibition of slaughtering an animal itself and its offspring on the same day applies to

the offspring of diverse kinds of animals and to the koy.
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Rabbi Eliezer says: With regard to a hybrid that comes from the mating of a goat and a ewe, the prohibition of itself and its

offspring applies to it; but with regard to a koy, the prohibition of itself and its offspring does not apply to it.

STATEMENT
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Rav Chisda says: What is the koy about which Rabbi Eliezer and the Sages disagree? This is the offspring that comes

from the mating of a male goat and a doe.
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The Gemara asks: What are the circumstances of the case? If we say that we are dealing with a male goat that mates witha

doe, and she gave birth to this offspring, and one slaughters her and her offspring on the same day—
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but doesn't Rav Chisda say: All concede ina case where she is a doe and her offspring is a goat because she mated with a
goat, that the one who slaughters themboth on the same day is exempt fromlashes? For the Merciful One states in the Torah:

"A sheep... and its offspring,” and not a deer and its offspring!
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Rather, we must be dealing with a deer that mates with a female goat, and she gave birth to this offspring, and one

slaughters her and her offspring on the same day.
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But doesn't Rav Chisda say: All concede ina case where she is a female goat and her offspring is a deer because she
mated with a deer, that the one who slaughters themboth on the same day is liable? For the Merciful One states in the Torah:

"A sheep,” and its offspring of any kind, even if it is a deer!

RESOLUTION
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Actually, the dispute is with regard to a male goat that mates witha doe, and she gave birth to a female offspring, which is
a koy, and this female offspring gave birth to a male offspring, and one slaughters her—the mother koy—and her offspring

on the same day.
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The Rabbis hold: We are concerned for the seed of the father, meaning the father's genetic contribution is significant, and

the word "sheep” in the verse means even if it is only partially a sheep, since its father was a goat.
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And Rabbi Eliezer holds: We are not concerned for the seed of the father, and therefore we do not say that "a sheep”

includes even that which is only partially a sheep.
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The Gemara asks: But let them disagree directly on whether we are concerned for the seed of the father, which is the

dispute of Chananya and the Rabbis as to whether the prohibition of "itself and its offspring” applies to the father as well!
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The Gemara answers: If they had disputed only in that case, I would have said: In this case of a koy, even the Rabbis
concede that we do notsay "asheep” includes even that which is only partially a sheep. Therefore, the baraita teaches us

that the Rabbis hold this rule applies here too.

AT NN 19927 1N - UMY OXY,25 D992 SNIN UY1K 93 JaNT XM

The Gemara challenges: But that which we learned in a Mishnah: A koy, we may not slaughter it on a Festival ab initio,

and if he did slaughter it, we do not cover its blood on the Festival.
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With what case are we dealing? If we say it is with a male goat that mates with a doe, and she gave birth, then whether
according to the Rabbis or according to Rabbi Eliezer, let him slaughter it and cover its blood, since itisa deer, and we

should say even if it is only partially a deer it requires covering!

INFERENCE
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Rather, we must be dealing with a deer that mates with a female goat, and she gave birth. But if this is according to the
Rabbis, let him slaughter it and cover its blood because of its father; and if it is according to Rabbi Eliezer, let him

slaughter it and not cover its blood at all, as it is a domesticated animal like its mother!
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The Gemara answers: Actually, we are dealing with a deer that mates with a female goat, and the Rabbis are in doubt

whether we are concerned for the seed of the father or whether we are not concerned.
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And from the fact that the Rabbis are in doubt, it must be that to Rabbi Eliezer it is certain that we do not concern

ourselves with the father's seed.
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The Gemara objects: But that which is taught in a baraita: The foreleg, the cheeks, and the maw of the priestly gifts apply
to a koyand to a hybrid.
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Rabbi Eliezer says: A hybrid that comes froma goat and a ewe is obligated in the gifts, but that which comes from the

koy is exempt from the gifts.
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With what case are we dealing? If we say it is with a male goat that mates witha doe, and she gave birth, it is
understandable according to Rabbi Eliezer who exempts it, for he holds we do not say "a sheep” includes even that

which is only partially a sheep.
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But according to the Rabbis, granted that they hold "a sheep” includes even that which is only partially a sheep, it is
understandable that he does not give him half the gifts, but as for the other half, let the owner say to the Kohen: "Bring

proof that we are concerned for the seed of the father, and then take it!"” Why then are they fully obligated?

ANSWER
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Rather, we must be dealing with a deer that mates with a female goat, and she gave birth.

7nianR *7P102 27000 Y PN "207 NPN snlann T8na - 72007 N 1137 NP

It is understandable according to the Rabbis, for what is the meaning of "liable"? It means for half of the gifts. But
according to Rabbi Eliezer, let him be liable for all of the gifts, since the motherisa goatand he does not care about the

father's seed!
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Actually, we are dealing with a deer that mates with a female goat, and she gave birth, and Rabbi Eliezer is also in
doubt whether we are concerned for the seed of the father or not. And since the Rabbis are in doubt and Rabbi

Eliezer is in doubt, in what do they disagree?

SUMMARY

The Gemara establishes that Shmuel rules in accordance with Chananya, who holds that "oto v'es beno” applies to the father.
This leads to a detailed analysis of Rabbi Yehuda's view on whether we ignore the father's seed, concluding that Rabbi
Yehuda is actually in doubt on the matter, which prohibits mating a mule with its mother’s species. Finally, the Gemara
introduces a baraita discussing whether the prohibition of "oto v'es beno" applies to hybrids and the koy, highlighting a
dispute between the Rabbis and Rabbi Eliezer.
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In today's sugya, the Gemara delves into a fascinating doubt: do we concern ourselves with the "seed of the father”
(chosheshin le'zera ha'av) when determining the identity of an offspring, or do we look only at the mother? We see the Sages
and Rabbi Yehuda grappling with cases of mixed parentage, trying to determine the true identity of a creature when its
lineage is split. Even when physical signs are obscured, like a mute mule whose ears and tail are lopped off, the Torah demands

we look deeper to understand its true nature.

This contains a profound lesson for our own avodah. Every single one of us is a product of different influences. We have a
neshama, a pure spark of Hashem, but we also have a physical body and a yetzer hara. Sometimes, we look at ourselves and
feel like that "mute mule”, our spiritual voice feels silent, our positive signs are hidden, and we feel spiritually compromised or

mixed up. We might wonder: "Who amI really? Which side of my lineage defines me?"

The Torah's answer is that we must never ignore our true spiritual heritage. You are the child of the King of kings. No matter
how many mixed influences or struggles you carry from the physical world, your primary identity is defined by your divine
source. Just as the halacha carefully traces the lineage of every creature to ensure it is treated according to its true identity,

you must recognize your own holy pedigree and live up to it.

Today, when you feel conflicted or spiritually sluggish, stop and remind yourself of your true lineage: "I ama child of

Hashem, and ny neshama is completely pure.” Let that realization guide your next action.

wyAaT- o0 bl *922 TP - Navy € Gold - From the Hebrew Source Text DAF YOMI - CHULLIN 79 - FULL BLATT




yTnn 90 - MISHNEH TORAH

NP

Learned like t]

B - D°2293 NTiay Niobn

£ the liter. ds in bold. Aowine with th cidation
e daf, the literal words in bold, flowing with the elucidation

Ll CHAPTER PREVIEW

In this chapter, we delve into the very heart of the prohibition against avodah zarah, leaming that Hashemforbade us from
serving any created being whatsoever. Even if a person knows in his heart that Hashemis the true Elokim, bowing down to a
star, an angel, or any of the elements as an intermediary—just as the generation of Enosh mistakenly did—is still considered
actual idol worship. The Torah warns us to guard our thoughts with great yiras Shamayim, so that the "eye of the heart” does

not lead us astray to view these creations as independent powers.

To protect our neshamos from the spiritual poison of heresy, the Torah also commands us to distance ourselves completely
from the books and ideas of the idolaters. We are forbidden fromreading their texts, contemplating their practices, or even
looking at the images of their idols. The Rambam teaches us that we must not inquire about their rites even out of mere
curiosity, as such thoughts can easily drag a person down and cause himto copy their ways, chas v'shalom.

All introductions, summaries, and contextual notes are the editor's commentary and are not part of the original text.

Halacha 1- The Probibition to Worship Any Creation Even as an Intermediary
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The essence of the commandment regarding worship of stars
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isnot to serve one of all the creations,
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notanangel, and nota sphere, and not a star,
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and not one of the four elements,
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and not one of all the entities created from them.
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And even though the worshiper knows that Hashem, He is the God,
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and he serves this creation
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in the manner that worshiped Enosh and the people of his generation originally,
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behold, this is a worshiper of stars.
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And the matter of this is what the Torah warned about and said:
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"And lest you lift your eyes heavenward and yousee the sun” etc.,
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"which Hashem your God apportioned them to all the nations."
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Meaning to say, lest you wander with the eye of your heart

DRIYT NN DO TIRT 1T IPNY NI

and you see that these, they are the leaders of the world,
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and they are what Hashem apportioned to all the world
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to be alive and existing and not perishing like the custom of the world,
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and you will say that it is worthy to bow down to them and to serve them.
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And regarding this matter He commanded and said:
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"Be careful for yourselves lest your heart will be enticed.”
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Meaning to say, that you do not err in the thought of the heart
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to serve these to be anintermediary between you and the Creator.

Halacha 2 - The Probibition of Reading Books of Idol Worship and Inquiring into Its Rites
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Many books were composed by the worshipers of stars concerning its service,
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explaining how is the essence ofits service, and what are its practices and its statutes.
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Therefore, the Holy One, blessed is He, commanded us not to read in those books at all,

PR 1373 K1 M3 T K

and we shall not think about it, nor about any matter of its matters.
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And even to look at the likeness of the image of an idol is forbidden,
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as it is said in the Torah, "Do not turn to the idols.”
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And in this matter it is said, "And lest you seek concerning their gods, saying, 'How did these nations serve them?'"
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This warns that you shall not inquire about the way of its service, how it is performed,
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even though youdo not serve it yourself.
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The reason is for this matter causes a person to turn after it
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and to do like what they do,
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as it is said at the end of that verse, "and I will do so also 1."




Halacha 3 - The Probibition Against Straying After Heartfelt Thoughts and Heresy
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And all of these prohibitions mentioned in the previous halachos are in one concept,
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and it is that one should not turn after the worship of stars;
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and anyone who turns after it in a way that he does an actioninit, behold, this one receives lashes.
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And not worship of stars alone is it that is forbidden to turn after in thought,
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rather, any thought that causes a person to uproot a principle from the principles of the Torah,
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we are warned not to bring it up upon our heart,
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and we shall not divert our mind to this and think and be drawn after the thoughts of the heart.
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This is because the mind of man is limited,
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and not all minds are able to comprehend the truth upon its clarity.
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And if every man will be drawn after the thoughts of his heart,
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he is found destroying the world according to the limitation of his mind.
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How so?
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Sometimes he will stray after the worship of stars,
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and sometimes he will think about the oneness of the Creator, perhaps He is, perhaps He is not;

iR M1 0030 M MRk M MeynY M

what is above and what is below, what is before and what is behind.
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And sometimes in prophecy, perhaps it is truth, perhaps it is not.
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And sometimes in the Torah, perhaps it is from Heaven, perhaps it is not.
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And he does not know the measures with which he should judge until he will know the truth uponits clarity,
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and he is found going out to the hands of heresy.
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And upon this matter the Torah warned, and it is said init, "And do not stray after your heart and after your eyes

which you go astray after.”
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Meaning, each one of you shall not be drawn after his limited mind,
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and imagine that his thought comprehends the truth.
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Thus said the Sages: "'After your heart'—this is heresy; 'and after your eyes'—this is immorality.”
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And this prohibition, even though it causes a person to banish him from the World to Come,
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there are no lashes for it because it does not involve a physical action.




Halacha 4 - The Severity of Idol Worship as Equivalent to the Entire Torah
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The commandment of the prohibition of worship of stars is equivalent to all of the commandments, all of them combined,

it is so severe,
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as it is said in the Torah, "And if youerr and do not performall of these commandments” etc.

1377 21137 2°2293 NT7IayaY ﬂ'f?;? YN 22n)

And from the mouth of the tradition, our Sageslearned that regarding worship of stars the verse speaks here, equating

this one sin to violating all the mitzvos.
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Behold, you have learned from this that anyone who acknowledges the truth of worship of stars

DoN°237 2221 AP Mg 953 993

denies all of the Torah entirely, and all of the prophets,
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and all of what that were commanded the prophets from Adam and until the end of the world,
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as it is said in the continuation of the verse, "from the day which commanded Hashem and onward for your generations."

0°2293 NTiay2 9ian P9

And conversely, anyone who denies and rejects worship of stars
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acknowledges all of the Torah entirely, and all of the prophets,
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and all of what that were commanded the prophets from Adam and until the end of the world,
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and it is the root of all of the commandments, all of them.

I H;’? lj Halacha 5 - The Halachic Status of a Jewish Idolater and a Heretic
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A Jew who served worship of stars
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behold he is like a worshiper of stars for all his matters,
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and he is not like a Jew who transgresses a transgression that has in it stoning.
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Anapostate to worship of stars, behold he is an apostate for all of the Torah entirely.
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And likewise the heretics fromIsrael are not like a Jew for any matter of the matters,
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and we do not accept them in repentance ever,
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as it is said in Mishlei, "all who come to her will not return and they will not attain the paths of life."
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And the heretics, they are those who stray after the thoughts of their heart in the foolishness of matters that we said,
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until they are found transgressing against the bodies of Torah to anger with contempt of soul with a hand high,
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and they say that there is not in this sin.
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And it is forbidden to speak with them and to return to theman answer at all,
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as it is said in Mishlei, "and do not draw near to the entrance of her house.”
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And the thought of a heretic is for worship of stars.




Halacha 6 - One Who Acknowledges Idolatry and the Law of the Blasphemer
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Any who acknowledges the worship of stars, believing that it is truth,
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even though he did not actually worship it,
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behold, this one disgraces and blasphemes the Name, the glorious and the awesome.
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And both the one who worships the worship of stars, and both the one who blasphemes Hashem, are equated in the
Torah,
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as it is said in the Torah in Sefer Bamidbar: "And the soul that acts with a high hand, from the native and from the convert,
Hashem he blasphemes."
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Therefore, we hang a worshipper of the worship of stars, just as we hang the blasphemer,
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and both of them are stoned by Beis Din.
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And because of this, I included the law of the blasphemer in the Laws of the worship of stars,
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since both of themare deniers of the fundamental principle of our emunah.

Halacha 7 - The Laws of a Blasphemer and the Divine Names for Which One is Stoned
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And these are the laws of the blasphemer:
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The blasphemer is not liable to stoning
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until he pronounces — the Unique Name of four letters,
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which is Aleph Dalet Nun Yod,
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and curses it with a Name from the Names that are not erased,
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as it is said in the Torah, "And he who blasphemes the Name of Hashem shall surely be put to death.”
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Thus, for blaspheming the Unique Name, he is liable to stoning,
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and for the rest of the appellations, he violates a prohibition but is not stoned.
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And there is one who explains that he is not liable to stoning except for blaspheming the Name Yod Heh Vav Heh,
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and I say that for both of them, whether he blasphemed the Name Aleph Dalet Nun Yod or the Name Yod Heh Vav Heh, he is

stoned.

Halacha 8 - The Warning Against Blasphemy and the Procedure for Examining the Witne.

1927 N7 DY MmN

The warning in the Torah of a blasphemer, prohibiting this sin, is from where do we derive it? It is
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as it is said in the pasuk in Shemos 22:27, "God, you shall not curse.”
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During the trial, on every day and day of the cross-examination, they examine the witnesses with nicknames, substituting a

pseudonym for the Holy Name so they do not utter a blaspheny in court, using the formula:
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"May Yosse strike Yosse,"” where "Yosse" is used as a substitute for Hashem's Name.
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Once the judgment is finished and they are ready to render the verdict, they must hear the exact words of blasphemy. Therefore,
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they remove every person outside the courtroom, so that the Holy Name is not desecrated in public,
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and they ask the greatest, most prominent who is among the witnesses,
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and they say to him, "Say what you heard explicitly,” using the actual Name that was blasphemed,
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and he says it.
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Upon hearing the blaspheny, the judges stand on their feet and rend their garments in mourning, and these tears they do not

mend ever again.
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And the second witness says, "Even I, like him, heard it," without having to repeat the explicit Name.
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And if there were many witnesses,
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every one and one of them needs to say, "Like this I heard."

Halacha 9+ The Law of a Blasphemer Who Retracts and One Who Blasphemes with an Idol's Name
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A blasphemer who retracted his blasphemy within the time of speaking, which is the time it takes a disciple to greet his

teacher,
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his retraction is nothing and does not save him from punishment,
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rather, once he blasphemed in the presence of witnesses, he is stoned by the Beis Din.
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One who blasphemed the Name of Hashem with the name of an idol of worship of stars, by using the idol's name to curse
Hashem,
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zealots who are filled with holy wrath for Hashem's honor may strike him and kill him on the spot.
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And if the zealots did not kill him at the time of the act,
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and he came to the house of judgment to be tried,
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he is not stoned by the court until he blesses, which is a euphemism for cursing, with a name from the Names that are

unique to Hashem, and not by using the name of an idol.

Halacha 10 - The Obligation to Rend Garments for Blasphemy and Placing Hands on the Condemned
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Anyone who hears blasphemy of the Name of Hashemis obligated to rend his garments in mourning,
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and even upon blasphemy of the descriptive terms of Hashem, one is obligated to rend his garments.
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And this is specifically when he hears it froma Jew.
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Whe ther the direct hearer of the blaspheny or the one who hears from the mouth of the hearer who is repeating what

happened, each is obligated to rend his garments.
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But one who hears it directly from the mouth of the worshiper of stars is not obligated to rend his garments.
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And not did rend Elyakim and Shevna their garments when they heard the blasphenmy of Ravshakeh, except because that

Ravshakeh was a Jew apostate, and therefore they were obligated to rend.
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All the witnesses and the judges place their hands, one by one, upon the head of the blasphemer before he is executed,
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and say to him, "Your blood is on your head, for you caused it to yourself."
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And there is not among all those executed by the house of law anyone that they place hands upon him except the

blasphemer alone,
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as it is said in the Torah regarding the blasphemer, "and shall place all the hearers their hands upon his head.”

CHAPTER SUMMARY

The chapter outlines the strict prohibitions against engaging with avodah zarah in thought, speech, or deed. We learn that
any action showing interest in these false beliefs is forbidden, and one who performs an action reflecting this concern receives
lashes. Ultimately, the Torah warns us to guard our minds fromany thoughts or philosophical inquiries that could uproot the

fundamental principles of our holy faith, ensuring our hearts remain entirely pure and devoted to Hashemalone.

HW‘JD? WHAT TO TAKE HO ME

The core of the prohibition against avodah zarah is not just about bowing to a physical statue; it is about the subtle temptation
to look for intermediaries. The Torah warns us, 'Be very careful that your heart not be tempted,” which Chazal explain as a
warning not to let our thoughts wander after our own limited understanding. When we look at the natural systems of the
world, our careers, our doctors, our financial efforts, or even spiritual forces, and treat themas independent powers that we
must appease, we are falling into the very trap that Enosh and his generation fell into. We must remember that every single

force in creation is merely an axe in the hand of the hewer, completely subservient to Hashem.

Furthermore, the Rambam teaches us a profound rule about the human mind: 'the mind of man is short." We are forbidden
from filling our heads with foreign philosophies, secular skepticism, or looking at things that pull our hearts away from pure
emunah. The yetzer hara tries to convince us that we can explore every doubt and read every cynical book without being
affected. But the Torah knows our nature. If you let your mind wander into places of doubt, wondering 'maybe it is true,
maybe it is not’, you will eventually be drawn after the desires of your heart and damage your yiras Shamayim. Guarding our

thoughts is the ultimate boundary that keeps our relationship with Hashem pure.

To live this today, choose one area where you feel anxious or dependent on a human intermediary, whether it is a business
partner, a medical treatment, or a personal connection, and consciously declare: "This is only a vessel. Hashemalone is the

source of ny blessing, and I trust in Him directly without any intermediaries.’
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Complete Word-for-Word Interlinear - Navy € Gold Edition

L CHAPTER PREVIEW

We begin our learning of Pirkei Avos by establishing the golden chain of the mesorah, tracing how Moshe Rabbeinu received
the Torah at Sinai and passed it down through the generations. This holy transmission went from Yehoshua to the elders, the
prophets, and the Men of the Great Assembly, showing us that our oral tradition is unbroken and divine. From there, the

chapter introduces the early pairs of Sages, the Zugos, who carried the torch of Torah with immense holiness.

As we delve into their teachings, we find fundamental guidance for our daily avodah and yiras Shamayim. The Sages guide
us on how to build a home of Torah, how to conduct ourselves in judgment, how to treat our fellow Jews with warmth, and
how to guard our speech. We are introduced to the timeless wisdom of Hillel and Shammai, who teach us the path of peace,
diligence in learning, and serving Hashem with absolute sincerity.

All introductions, summaries, and contextual notes are the editor’s commentary and are not part of the original text.
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Mishna 1- The Chain of Torah Transmission and the Three Directives of the Great Assembly

DIPh BRI WA YWY mom row min bap mon

and the elders to the elders and Yehoshua  to Yehoshua  and transmitted it from Sinai  Torah received Moshe
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three said They the Great  the Assembly to the Men of transmitted it and the prophets  to the prophets
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for the Torah a fence and make many disciples and establish  in judgment  deliberate Be things

This Mishnab establishesthe unbroken chain of Torab transmission from Sinai down to the Sages of the Great Assembly, who provided foundational

guidance for judges and teachers.

7 n 1 y n? 1 ya nn’b SJW =’1 ;7 U Mishna 2- The Three Pillars Upon Which the World Stands
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on say would  he the Great the Assembly from the remnantsof  was  the Righteous ~ Shimon
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acts of and on the Temple service and on the Torah  on stands the world things three
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kindness

Shimon the Righteous teachesthat the existence of the world depends upon Torah study, the Temple service, and acts of lovingkindness.




ﬂ"?_: g’ N-rl ~h| H; UB?: EW :j n -_f 12 y Mishna 3 - Serving Hashem Out of Love and the Fear of Heaven
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be do not say would  he the Righteous from Shimon received Socho a man of Antigonus
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like servants  be but  areward toreceive condition on the master — who serve like servants
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Heaven the fearof andletbe areward toreceive condition on not the master — who serve
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Antigonusof Socho teaches that one should serve Hashem without the expectation of receiving a reward, while maintaining a constant fear of Heaven.

D’?ﬁ.:) U 792 :1 1-111 n U N? ; i? Mishna 4 - The Transmission of Torah and Honoring the Sages
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Yose fromthem received Yerushalayim manof Yochanan ben and Yose Zeredah manof Yoezer ben Yose
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and be  for the Sages meeting a house of your house let be says Zeredah man of Yoezer ben
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their words —  with thirst  drinking and be their feet in the dust of attaching yourself

Yose ben Yoezer and Yose ben Yochanan transmit the tradition, advising one to make their home a gathering place for Sages.

.'ItTZ? NEI oy n U ’w VAYRY 29 IND QQD ] Mishna 5 - Hospitality to the Poor and Limiting Conversation with Women
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and let be wide open  your house letbe says Yerushalayim  a man of Yochanan sonof Yose
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they said  with his wife the woman with conversation increase and donot yourhousehold membersof poor people
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increases thata man the time all the Sages said fromhere his fellow with the wife of and heavy a light
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and his end Torah from words of and desists  to himself evil  he causes the woman with conversation

D3P WY
Gehinnom he inherits

Yose ben Yochanan teaches the importance of keeping a home open to the poor and warns against excessive conversation with women, which distracts from

Torah study.




| : Cl q’? n:P’ :-l :]17 I'I'CZ? s_’ Mishna 6 - Appointing a Teacher, Acquiring a Companion, and Judging Others Favorably
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says Perachyah sonof Yehoshua fromthem received the Arbelite and Nittai Perachyah son of Yehoshua
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man every — judging andbe a companion foryourself andacquire a teacher foryourself make
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merit  to the scale of

This Mishnab teaches the importance of spiritual mentorship, friendship, and giving others the benefit of the doubt.

s’tpj}:ﬂ 57"1 1 3T§7 7: i'li??:l -1 U Mishna 7 - Distancing Oneself from an Evil Neighbor and the Wicked
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with the wicked ~ associate  and donot whoisevil froma neighbor distance yourself says the Arbelite Nittai
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retribution of despair and do not

Nittai the Arbelite warns against associating with bad influences and reminds us that divine justice isinevitable.

1’1 t‘ 9? y; ﬂy 121 t‘ .ﬂ;:lltl Mishna 8- The Conduct of a Judge Toward Litigants
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says Tabbai sonof Yehudah fromthem received Shetach sonof and Shimon Tabbai sonof Yehudah
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standing  judgment the mastersof and whenare the judges like the arrangersof yourself  make  donot
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they should be  from before you and when they are like wicked ones in youreyes they should be  before you

dismissed
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the judgment —  upon themselves when they accepted like innocent ones in your eyes

Yebudah ben Tabbai teaches that a judge must remain completely impartial, avoiding advocacy and viewing both parties equally during and after the

trial.
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Mishna 9- Thorough Interrogation of Witnesses and Caution in the Words of Judges
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careful and be the witnesses —  toinvestigate much be says Shetach son of  Shimon

apw ATH opinm Nwy TIRTE

to lie they will learn  from within them lest with your words




Shimon ben Shetach warns judges to cross-examine witnesses thoroughly and to speak carefully so as not to inadvertently teach them howto fabricate

testimony.

m :;ﬁ—tl n B’J!ZH ﬂ; N? 73 tl n ; EI?S Mishna 10- Loving Work and Shunning Lovdship and G ent Intimacy
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— and hate work — love says Shemaiah  fromthem received and Abtalion Shemaiah
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to the ruling authority make yourself known and donot lordship

Shemaiah and Abtalion teach the importance of honest labor, avoiding positionsof power, and keeping a safe distance from the ruling authorities.
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Mishna 11- A Warning to Sages to Guard Their Words to Prevent Desecration of Heaven's Name
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exile  the obligation of you will obligate lest with your words  be careful Sages says Avtalyon
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after you who come the disciples and they will drink the evil waters toa place of and you will be exiled
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is profaned Heaven the Name of and it will be found and they will die

Avtalyon warns Torah scholars to speak with extreme precision so that heretical disciples do not misinterpret their words and stray after false doctrines.

Mishna 12 The Conduct of Hillel to Love Peace and Draw Creations Close to Torah
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loving Aharon of  fromthe disciples  be says Hillel fromthem received and Shammai Hillel
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to the Torah and drawing them the creations — loving peace and pursuing  peace
close

Hillel teaches that one should emulate Abaron the Koben Gadol by actively pursuing peace and bringing people closer to the Torah through love.

i'l'ﬂj.'n ’? | D::1 ﬂlg.}: lpEkeloh Mishna 13- The Danger of Secking Fame and Neglecting Torah Study
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ceases add and one who does not  hisname destroys his name one who makes great say used to  He
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This Mishnah warns against using Torah knowledge for self-aggrandizement and emphasizes the necessity of continnous study.
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amI  what fornyselfalone And whenIam isforme who formyself I not If say used to  He
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Hillel teaches that a person must take personal responsibility for their own spiritual growth and act without delay.
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Mishna 15 - Making Torah Study Fixed, Speaking Little and Doing Much, and Welcoming Everyone Warmly
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—  receiving and be much and do little say fixed  your Torah  make says Shammai
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face expression of witha cheerful  person  every

Shammai teachesthe importance of establishing a fixed schedule for Torah study, prioritizing actions over words, and greeting every person with a

pleasant and welcoming countenance.

175 Q t‘ T 73 I-IE U ﬂ tﬁ :1_ qb HW §7 Mishna 16 - Appointing a Teacher and Avoiding Donbt and Estimations in Tithing
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and donot  doubt from and remove yourself a teacher foryourself make say would Gamliel Rabban
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by estimation  to tithe increase

Rabban Gamliel teachesthe importance of establishing a halachic authority to resolve donbts and avoiding guesswork when performing mitzvos like

tithing.

"112"]‘[1 ’JD 17}_7 E'IWS_H_J [H n'li?’ﬂWij n?y?_: Mishna 17 - The Virtue of Silence and Action Over Mere Wordss
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better for the body did I find and not the Sages among Igrewup nydays all says hisson  Shimon
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who increases and anyone the action but  the main thing is the study  and not silence than
DI N°2n 07737

sin brings words

Shimon the son of Rabban Gamliel teachesthat silence isthe best path for the body, and that practical action is superior to mere study and excessive

speech.




Mishna 18 - Justice Truth and Peace Upon Which the World Stands
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justice  on stands the world things three on says Gamliel ben  Shimon  Rabban
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judge peace  and judgmentof truth 8 Zechariah asitissaid peace and on truth and on
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in your gates

Rabban Shimon ben Gamliel teaches that the preservation of human society depends upon the three pillars of justice, truth, and peace.

CHAPTER SUMMARY

The chapter opens with the Men of the Great Assembly and Shimon the Righteous establishing the pillars of the world,
followed by Antigonus of Socho's warning to serve Hashem without expecting reward. We then progress through the
teachings of the Zugos: Yose ben Yoezer and Yose ben Yochanan on bringing Sages and the poor into our homes; Yehoshua
ben Perachiah and Nittai the Arbelite on acquiring teachers and avoiding evil neighbors; Yehudah ben Tabbai and Shimon
ben Shetach on careful justice; and Shemaiah and Abtalion on avoiding the ruling power and guarding one’s words. Finally,
Hillel and Shammai teach us to pursue peace, fix our Torah study, and receive everyone with a pleasant countenance,
leading into the instructions of Rabban Gamaliel and his son Shimon on silence and action, and concluding with Rabban

Shimon ben Gamaliel's declaration that the world stands on justice, truth, and peace.

TPYR? WHAT TO TAKE HOME

My dear friend, look at how this first chapter of Pirkei Avos begins. It does not start with abstract philosophies, but with a
chain of transmission: Moshe received the Torah from Sinai and passed it down, generation after generation, until it reached
us. This tells us that our Torah is not a theory; itis a living, breathing legacy of connection. When you learn, you are not just
reading a book, you are joining a chain of holy souls. And what do these sages tell us? They tell us that the world stands on
Torah, avodah, and gemilus chasadim, and that the ultimate goal of all our learning is not just to speak, but to do. Shimon his

son says it clearly: 'Study is not the most important thing, but actions.’

Think about Shammai's golden rule: 'Say little, but do much, and receive all men with a pleasant countenance." How often
do we promise ourselves or others big things, only to fall short? The Torah wants us to build our lives on quiet, solid action.
When you greet another Yid with a warm, genuine smile, you are literally sustaining the world. You are bringing the peace

and truth that Rabban Shimon ben Gamaliel says keeps the world standing.

Let us also take to heart the famous words of Hillel: 'If T am not for nyself, who is for me? But if T am for my own self, whatam
I? And if not now, when?' We cannot wait for someone else to do our avodah for us, nor can we live only for ourselves. We

must step up, take responsibility for our spiritual growth, and do it today, without putting it off.

Today, choose one small, concrete action instead of just talking about it. When you meet someone, greet them with a
genuine, warmsmile and a pleasant countenance, and make a fixed five minutes to learn Torah today without any

distractions.
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The Five Daily Kapitlach

L CHAPTER PREVIEW

These are the five kapitlach of Tehillimsaid every single day: 32, 43, 83, 121, and 130, each set word for word with its English

meaning. They are gathered here as one section so the whole daily Tehillim can be said and downloaded together.

All introductions and contextual notes are the editor's commentary and are not part of the original text.
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When you feel weighed down by your mistakes, do not keepsilent or try to hide them. Open your heart to Hashemin honest
confession, and then immediately shift your focus to absolute trust in His forgiveness and constant protection, knowing that

He never slumbers and is always guarding your steps.

Today, the moment you feel a heavy heart or a sense of spiritual distance, stop what you are doing, speak to Hashemin your

own words to acknowledge your mistake, and then say out loud: "My help is from Hashem, who forgives and guards ny soul.'
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