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Daf Yomi - The Full Daf - Elucidated Talmud - Navy & Gold Edition - with Rashi

L THE SUGYA

We start off this part of the sugya with a beautiful and inspiring dray in the Aggadata, looking at the incredible zechus of
Avraham Avinu. The Gemara brings down how his deep humility and his refusal to take even a thread or a shoe strap from the
king of Sedom earned his children the beautiful mitzvos of tzitzis and tefillin. We learn about the special koach of techeiles,
which brings a Yid to think of the Kisei HaKavod, and we delve into the midda of anavah, seeing how Hashemloves Klal

Yisrael because we make ourselves small even when bestowed with greatness.

After this warm and uplifting Aggadic piece, the Gemara returns to the halachos of kisuy hadam. The shakla v'tarya focuses
on whatkind of dust is kosher for covering the blood of a chayah or an off. Specifically, the Gemara asks a kasha about using
the dust of an Ir HaNidachas, which is assur b'hana'ah, leading us into a major yeshivish yesod regarding whether mitzvos are
considered to have been given for physical benefit.

All introductions, summaries, and contextual notes are the editor’s commentary and are not part of the original text.
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STATEMENT
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Because Avraham Avinu said to the king of Sedom, “If from a thread and even to a shoe strap” will I take fromyou, his

children merited two mitzvos asa reward: the thread of sky-blue wool of tzitzis, and the strap of tefillin.
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The Gemara asks: Granted as to the strap of tefillin, we can understand why this is a fitting reward, since it is written regarding
them: “And all the peoples of the earth shall see that the name of Hashem is called upon you, and they shall be afraid of
you,” and it was taught in a braisa that Rabbi Eliezer the Great says: This verse refers to the tefillin of the head which are

visible to all and bring honor to Klal Yisrael,
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but as for the thread of sky-blue wool of tzitzis, what is it? What special benefit or honor does it bring to a person?

Tl?g‘l’f an ,I::'_? ;'l?gﬁ'-'f nb:mz; ian ?'P;W;SU 5??; nb:n H;th;?; e SIRIN ORD 01 ,N21N7

74297 RD2Y 2T B0 1381, 1°B0 13K7 AT YR R




The Gemara answers: It is as it was taught in a braisa, Rabbi Meir says: Why is sky-blue different fromall other colors that
it was chosen for tzitzis? Because sky-blue is similar to the color of the sea, and the sea is similar to the sky, and the sky is

similar to a sapphire stone, and a sapphire stone is similar to the Throne of Glory,
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as it is written in one pasuk: “And they saw the Elokim of Yisrael, and under His feet was like a paved work of sapphire
stone, and like the very heaven for clearness,” and it is written in another pasuk: “As the appearance of a sapphire stone was

the likeness of a throne.” Thus, looking at the techeiles brings a person to contemplate the Shechinah itself.
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Rabbi Abba said: Difficult is the return of theft that has been consumed, for even the completely righteous are unable
to return it, as it is stated by Avraham: “Far be it from me! Only that which the young men have eaten.” Even Avraham

Avinu could not return what was already consumed by his men.
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Rabbi Yochanan said in the name of Rabbi Elazar, son of Rabbi Shimon: Any place where you find the words of Rabbi

Eliezer, the son of Rabbi Yosei HaGelili, in Aggadah, make your ears like a funnel to receive his deep insights.
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He expounded on the pasuk: “Not because you are more in number than any people did Hashem desire you...” — The
Holy One, Blessed be He, said to Yisrael: I desire you, because evenat a time whenI bestow greatness upon you, you

diminish yourselves before Me in humility.
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For example, I gave greatness to Avraham, yet he said before Me: “And I am but dust and ashes.” I gave greatness to

Moshe and Aharon, yet they said: “And what are we?” I gave greatness to Dovid, yet he said: “But Iam a worm and no

»

man.
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But the nations of the world are notso.I gave greatness to Nimrod, yet he said: “Come, let us build ourselves a city

and a tower... and make a name for ourselves.” To Pharaoh, yet he said: “Who is Hashem that I should listen to His voice?”
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I gave greatness to Sancheriv, yet he said: “Who are they among all the gods of the countries...” I gave greatness to
Nevuchadnezzar, yet he said: “I will ascend above the heights of the clouds.” I gave greatness to Chiram, the king of

Tzor, yet he said: “Isit in the seat of Elokim, in the heart of the seas.”
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Rava said, and some say it was Rabbi Yochanan: Greater is that which was said regarding Moshe and Aharon than that
which was said regarding Avraham. For whereas regarding Avraham it is written: “And I am but dust and ashes,” which
is at least something, regarding Moshe and Aharon it is written: “And what are we?” — they made themselves completely like

nothing.
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And Rava said, and some say it was Rabbi Yochanan: The world only endures in the merit of Moshe and Aharon. It is
written here: “And what are we [mah],” and it is written there: “He hangs the earth upon nothingness [belimah]” —

meaning, in the merit of those who make themselves like nothing.

STATEMENT

ORIV 120 NYW LY NN 0PI o0 72w NN 0°RNR DR IYT 1N (NYPON 227 MmN
Iapea by PN 7R

Rabbi Ile'a said: The world only endures in the merit of one who restrains [bolem] himself during a quarrel, as it is

stated: “He hangs the earth upon nothingness [belimah]” — which is read as blimah, one who shuts his mouth.

STATEMENT
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Rabbi Abbahu said: The world endures in the merit of one who makes himself as if he does not exist, as it is stated: “And
underneath are the everlasting arms” — the one who places himself underneath everyone else is the arm that supports the

world.
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Rabbi Yitzchak said: What is the meaning of that which is written: “Do you indeed speak righteousness in silence

[elem]? Do youjudge with equity, O sons of men?”
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This means: What should be a person’s occupation [umanus] in this world? He should make himself like a mute [ile m]

and avoid idle chatter.
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One might have thought that he should remain silent even regarding words of Torah? Therefore, the verse teaches:

“Speak righteousness” — meaning, speak words of Torah.
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One might have thought that because he speaks words of Torah, he may become arrogant? Therefore, the verse teaches:

“Judge with equity, O sons of men” — remain humble and straightforward like a fair judge.
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The Gemara returns to the halachos of kisuy hadam: Rabbi Zeira said, and some say it was Rabba bar Yirmeya: One may

cover the blood of a wild animal or bird with the dust of an Ir HaNidachas, a city led astray to avodah zarah.
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The Gemara asks: But why is this permitted? The dust of an Ir HaNidachas is an object from which benefit is prohibited, and

using it to fulfill a mitzvah is considered deriving benefit!
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Ze'ciri said: This was only necessary to permit the dust of its ground, which was not part of the city's property that must be

destroyed,
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as it is written: “And all its spoil you shall gather into the midst of its open square, and you shall burn it.” This applies
only to that which is not lacking anything other than gathering and burning; but this ground is excluded, as it is lacking

uprooting, gathering, and burning, and therefore the ground itself is not forbidden.
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And Rava said a different teretz: Even if the dust itself is forbidden, mitzvos were not given for physical benefit, and

performing a mitzvah is not considered deriving benefit froma forbidden object.
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Ravina sat and was saying this halachah of Rava, that mitzvos are not for benefit. Rav Re chumi challenged Ravina froma
Mishnah: A shofar of avodah zarah, one should not blow it. What, is it not that if he did blow it, he did not fulfill his

obligation because it is forbidden?
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Ravina answered: No, if he blew it, he did fulfill his obligation bedi'avad, because mitzvos are not for benefit.
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Rav Rechumi challenged himagain: The Mishnah says, A lulav of avodah zarah, one should not take it. What, is it not that
if he did take it, he did not fulfill his obligation?
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Ravina answered: No, if he took it, he did fulfill his obligation bedi'avad.
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Rav Rechumi objected: But was it not taught explicitly in a braisa: If he blew a shofar of Asherah he did not fulfill his
obligation, and if he took a lulav of Asherah he did not fulfill his obligation!
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Rav Ashi said: How can you compare the two? There, in the case of the shofar and lulav of avodah zarah, the reason he does

not fulfill his obligation is different.
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For those mitzvos, we require a minimum measure, and since an object of idol worship must be burned, its measure is viewed

by halacha as crushed into powder, so it lacks the required size. But

EXPLANATION
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here, regarding the ashes used for covering the blood, any amount that is crushed is actually better for the mitzvah of

covering, so the status of being crushed does not disqualify it.

STATEMENT
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May we return to you, "Kisuy HaDam" (the chapter of "Covering the Blood").

n;wn MISHNAH
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MISHNAH: The prohibition of the sciatic nerve applies in Eretz Yisrael and outside of Eretz Yisrael, in the presence of
the Temple and not in the presence of the Temple, with regard to non-sacred animals and with regard to sacrificial

animals,
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and it applies to domesticated animals and to undomesticated animals, to the thigh of the right leg and to the thigh
of the leftleg.
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But it does not apply to a bird, due to the fact that it has no spoon-shaped thigh, as the Torah refers to the "spoon of the
thigh."
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And it applies to a late-term fetus in the womb.
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Rabbi Yehuda says: It does not apply to a fetus, and likewise its forbidden fat is permitted to be eaten.
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And butchers are not believed when they claim that the sciatic nerve was removed; this is the statement of Rabbi Meir.
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And the Sages say: They are believed about it and about the forbidden fat.

GEMARA
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GEMAR A: The Mishnah says that the prohibition applies to sacrificial animals. The Gemara asks: Is this not obvious?

QUESTION

Justbecause he consecrated it, does the prohibition of the sciatic nerve leave it? Why would we think it is permitted?
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And if you say that the Mishnah is teaching us that nerves have the ability to impart flavor, and therefore the prohibition of
sacrificial animals comes and takes effect upon the existing prohibition of the sciatic nerve, then it should have

formulated this as: "The prohibition of sacrificial animals applies to the sciatic nerve."
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Rather, we must say that the Tanna holds that nerves do not have the ability to impart flavor, and therefore with regard to
sacrificial animals, the prohibition of the sciatic nerve is present, but the prohibition of sacrificial animals is not

present on the nerve itself.
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The Gemara asks: And does our Tanna really hold that nerves do not have the ability to impart flavor?
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But didn't we learn in a Mishnah later on: In the case of a thigh with which the sciatic nerve was cooked, if there is

enough in it to impart flavor, it is forbidden? This proves that nerves do impart flavor!
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Rather, here we are dealing with the offspring of sacrificial animals, and the Tanna holds that the prohibition applies to

afetus,and he holds that the offspring of sacrificial animals are holy while in their mother's womb. Therefore, the




prohibition of the sciatic nerve and the prohibition of sacrificial animals come at the exact same time, so both take

effect.
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The Gemara asks: But how can you establish this as referring to a fetus? Since the latter clause teaches: "It applies to a

fetus,” this implies that the first clause is not dealing with a fetus!
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The Gemara answers: This is what the Tanna is saying: This matter of the first clause is a dispute between Rabbi Yehuda

and the Rabbis, and the first clause represents the view of the Rabbis.
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The Gemara asks: But how can you say that both prohibitions come at the exact same time when the fetus is formed?
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But didn't we learn in a Mishnah: For these impurities a Nazir must shave: Fora corpse, and for an olive-sized piece

of acorpse.
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And we were bothered by this: If he shaves for an olive-sized piece of a corpse, is it not all the more so that he shaves

for an entire corpse? Why mention both?
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And Rabbi Yochanan said: It is only necessary for a miscarried fetus whose limbs were not yet bound by nerves. This

shows that the limbs and nerves are not formed at the exact same moment, so the prohibitions would not come at the same time!

SUMMARY

The daf begins with a beautiful Aggadic discussion on the reward Avraham Avinu received for his selflessness, leading to the
mitzvos of tzitzis and tefillin, and expounds on the supreme value of humility as exemplified by Avraham, Moshe, Aharon, and
Dovid. The Gemara then transitions back to the halachos of kisuy hadam, discussing whether one may use the dust of an Ir
HaNidachas for covering the blood. This brings a classic machlokes where Ze'eiri limits the allowance to the actual ground of
the city which is not subject to burning, while Rava establishes the famous halachic rule that mitzvos were not given for

physical benefit, meaning that fulfilling a mitzvah with an object is not considered deriving forbidden benefit.




TWYR? WHAT TO TAKE HO ME

The Gemara is mechadesh a beautiful sevara about how the entire world is sustained. We learn that the world only endures in
the merit of those who make themselves like nothing, as the pasuk says, "He hangs the earth upon nothingness, belimah."
Rabbi Ile'a takes this further and teaches that this refers to one who restrains, bolem, himself during a quarrel. When a dispute
is heating up and you have the perfect comeback ready, the natural reaction is to let it fly. But the Tanna is telling us that the

ultimate avodah is to make yourself like a mute in that very second.

Think about how much koach is hidden in that moment of silence. Lichoira, we think that standing up for ourselves and
having the last word is where strength lies. But the Torah teaches us the exact opposite. True strength, the kind that literally
holds up the entire world, is the quiet choice to step back and say nothing. When you are b'davka in the middle of a fight
and you choose to hold your tongue, you are connecting yourself directly to the middah of Moshe and Aharon who said,

"And what are we?"

Today, when someone says something that gets under your skin or a small argument starts brewing at home or in the bais
medrash, make yourself like a "belimah.” Take one deep breath, swallow your pride, and choose to remain completely silent

for just that one moment.
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L CHAPTER PREVIEW

In this chapter, the Rambam takes us into the holy boundaries of our physical appearance, showing how a Yid must carry
himself with yiras Shamayim even in how he cuts his hair and trims his beard. Hashemseparated us from the ways of the goyim
and their idolatrous priests, commanding us not to destroy the corers of our heads or our beards. We will learn the exact
definitions of these prohibitions, who is obligated in them, and how they apply to men, women, and those of doubtful gender

status.

We will also learn about other prohibitions that set us apart from the surrounding nations, such as the prohibition against
tattooing our skin, making gashes in our flesh as a sign of mourning, or shaving our heads in grief. Through these halachos,
the Torah teaches us to treat our bodies with holiness and dignity, keeping us far removed from the dark practices of avodah
zarah.

All introductions, summaries, and contextual notes are the editor's commentary and are not part of the original text.

Halacha 1- The Probibition of Shaving the Corners of the Head
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We do not shave the corners of the head
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like that which the star-worshipers would do,

"DOWNT NNE 1PN N2 13 VY NP MR

as it is said in the Torah (Vayikra 19:27), "Do not round the corner of your head.”
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And a person is liable for each and every corner that he shaves.
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Therefore, one who shaves his two temples,
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evenat one time and under one warning,

.2°nY i

is lashed twice.
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It is the same law for one who shaves the corners alone and leaves the hair of the rest of the head,
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and the same law for one who shaves the entire head at once; in both cases he is lashed,
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since he shaved the corners as part of the shaving.

M3 WOND OO 00037 T2

In what case are these words said? Regarding the man who shaves another person,
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but the man who is shavenis not lashed,
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unless he assisted the one who shaves him.
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And one who shaves the corners of a minor is lashed.

Halacha 2 - Exemption of Women and Obligation of Slaves in Shaving the Corners of the Head
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A woman who shaved the corner of the head of a man,
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or who was shaven by someone else,
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is exempt from the Torah prohibition,
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as it is said in the pasuk, "Do not round the corner of your head,"
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and immediately following, "and do not destroy the corner of your beard."
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The Sages derived from this juxtaposition: everyone who is included in the prohibition of "do not destroy” a beard, is included

in the prohibition of "do not round” the head;
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and a woman, who is not included in the prohibition of "do not destroy"

1712 1PRY 0B

because there is not to her a beard naturally,
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she is not included in the prohibition of "do not round.”

7297 72°87

Therefore, Canaanite slaves,
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since there is to thema beard and they are obligated in this mitzvah,
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are forbidden in rounding the corners of their heads.

Halacha 3 - The Obligation of Women in Positive and Negative Commandments
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All negative commandments that are in the Torah,
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both men and women are obligated to observe them,
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except for the prohibition of "do not destroy” the comners of the beard and "do not round” the corners of the head,
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and "do not become impure, a Kohen, to the dead,” as taught in Mishnah Kiddushin 1:7.

TN APNI TP TR KO Ry MIsn 22)

And every positive commandment that is from time to time and is not constant, meaning it is a time-bound positive

mitzvah,
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women are exempt fromi,
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except for sanctification of the day, the Friday night Kiddush on Shabbos,
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and eating of matzah on the nights of Pesach,
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and eating of the Pesach offering and its slaughtering,
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and Hakhel, the gathering in the Beis HaMikdash once in seven years, and rejoicing on the festivals,
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all of which women are obligated to perform.

Halacha 4 - The Legal Status of a Tumtum and an Androgynous Regarding Mitzvos
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A tumtum whose gender is hidden and an androgynous who possesses both male and female physical characteristics, behold

they are considered a halachic doubt as to whether they are male or female,
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therefore we place upon them the stringencies of the man and the stringencies of the woman in every place and in

regard to all mitzvos,
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and thus they are obligated in everything —including all time-bound positive mitzvos from which women are exempt.
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And if they transgressed a prohibition that only applies to one gender, they are not lashed because of the doubt.

Halacha 5 - A Woman Shaving the Corners of a Man's Head
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Even though a woman is permitted to shave the corner of her head, since the Torah only prohibited this to those who are

commanded in the prohibition of rounding the head, and women are exempt,
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behold she is forbidden to shave the corner of the head of a man, because a man is subject to the prohibition, and she may

not assist himin transgressing.
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And even fora child, it is forbidden for her to shave for him a corner of his head, as we do not feed or cause a child to do a

prohibition directly.

Halacha 6 - The Measure of the Corners of the Head and the Permission of Scissors
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And regarding this corner of the head that we leave at the temples,
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the Sages did not give a specific minimum measure for it in the Torah's law;
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and we heard fromour elders that one should notleave less than forty hairs for each corner.
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And it is permitted to remove the corners with scissors,
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as it was not forbidden by the Torah except for destruction of the hair with a razor.

Halacha 7 - The Probibition of Shaving the Corners of the Beard with a Razor
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The way of the priests of idolaters was to destroy their beard as part of their pagan worship.
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Therefore, the Torah forbade destroying the beard entirely.
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And there are five corners in it, in the beard, which are forbidden to destroy.
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These are: the upper cheek and the lower cheek on the right, and like wise on the left, and the pit of the beard where

the chin meets the neck.
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And a person is lashed for each and every corner that he shaves off individually.
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And if he removed all of them as one, in a single shaving session, he is lashed five times, once for each corner.
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And he is not liable to be lashed until he shaves it with a razor,
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as it is said in the Torah, "And you shall not destroy the corner of your beard,” which refers to a manner of
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shaving that has destruction in it, meaning the hairis cut off completely at the roots.
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Therefore, if he shaved his beard with scissors, he is exempt fromlashes, even if he cut it very close to the skin.
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And the one being shaved by another person is not lashed unless he assists the barber in some active way.
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And a woman is permitted to destroy her beard if she has hair in the beard area, as the prohibition only applies to men.
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And if she destroyed the beard of a man by shaving him with a razor, she is exempt fromlashes, though it is forbidden for her

to do so.

Halacha 8 - Shaving the Mustache and the Hanging Hair of the Lip
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The mustache is permitted to shave with a razor,
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and that is the hair that is on top of the upper lip,
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and likewise the hair that hangs from the lower lip.

anR R 02 Py AXY

And even though it is permitted to shave it completely,
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Israel did not practice to destroy it entirely with a razor;

ngp 07X KPR

rather, he may shave its ends

PN MPODN 29 NPY Ty

until the point that it will not interfere with eating and drinking.

Halacha 9- The Probibition of Removing Armpit and Pubic Hair for Men

MIAT IR WE N2

Removal of the hair from the rest of the body

MY N2 Y N2 7iaa

such as the house of the armpit and the house of the genitalia

09990 7277 RPN 17507 1 MON 410N

is not forbidden from the Torah, but from the words of the Sages mid'Rabbanan,

J1TR N2R NN AR 1Paynm

and one who removes it, they strike himstripes of rebelliousness as a Rabbinic disciplinary measure.
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In what circumstances are these words said?
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Ina place where they do not remove it except for women,

2W3 1P N3y 1PN XY 013

in order that he will not adorn himself with the adornment of women, which is a Torah prohibition.

DUWINY D03 1Y 172y DipR2 PaN
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But in a place where they remove the hair, both the women and the men,

JNIN 77297 19K P2y ON

if he removed it, they do not strike him at all.

0P 22 07790%2 0K WY WY 12977 0w




And it is permitted to remove the hair of the rest of the limbs with scissors in every place, as this is not the typical way of

women's grooming.

Halacha 10 The Probibition of Wearing Garments of the Opposite Gender and Removing White Hair

YORT V7Y YN TTYR KD

A woman shall not adorn herself with the adornment of a man,

Y293 IN NDILH MYNI2 DOWAY 1932

such as that she places on her head a turban or a hat that is uniquely worn by men,

2 X¥i701 1100 wahn iR

or she wears armor and the like of it,
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or that she cuts her head short like a man.
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And a man shall not adorn himself with the adornment of a woman,

27PN 1YY V133 Wb 1033

such as that he wears garments of colors and jewelry of gold

2927 1NN 1PWaIY 1XYW Dipna

ina place where they do not wear those garments
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and they do not place that jewelry except women;
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everything is according to the custom of the province.
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A man who adorned himself with the adornment of a woman,

WOR OTY INTYY TWRY

and a woman who adorned herself with the adornment of a man,

Jop9°

receive lashes.
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One who plucks white hairs from among the black ones
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from his head or from his beard,
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from when he plucks a single hair, receives lashes,

YR 2T ATYW 2290

because he adorned himself with the adornment of a woman who is accustomed to remove gray hairs.
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And likewise, if he dyed his hair black,
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from when he dyes a single white hair, he receives lashes.
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A tumtum whose gender is hidden and an androgynus who has both male and female characteristics
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shall not wrap his head like a woman,
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and not cut his head like a man, so as to avoid any doubt;
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and if he did so, he does not receive lashes because of the doubt.

Halacha 11 - The Probibition of Tattooing and Its Specific Requirements
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The writing of tattooing which is spoken of in the Torah

2 By v NI

it is that he scratches upon his flesh

57 IR PN s oipn Kon




and fills the place of the scratch with eye-paint or ink
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orother dyes that leave a mark.
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And this was the custom of the idolaters
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who would mark themselves for the service of idols
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as if to say that he is a servant sold to it
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and marked for its service.
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And from the time that he marks with one of the things that leave a mark
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after he scratches in any place of the body,
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whether a man or a woman, he receives lashes.
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Ifhe wrote and did not mark with dye,
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or if he marked with dye and did not write with a scratch,
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he is exempt until he writes and tattoos,
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as it is said, "and a writing of tattoo."
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In what words are said? Regarding the writer.
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But this one whom they wrote in his flesh and tattooed on him
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is not liable unless he assisted,
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so that he did an action.
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But if he did not do anything, he does not receive lashes.

Halacha 12 - The Probibition of Gonging the Flesh for the Dead
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One who gouges asingle gouge for the dead

Ak

is lashed,
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as it is said in the Torah in Vayikra 19:28, "and a gouge for a soul do not place in your flesh.”
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This prohibition applies equally, whether to a Kohen or whether to an Israelite.
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Ifhe gouged asingle gouge for five dead people,

TIN DR Py Niveal wen iN

orif he gouged five gouges for one dead person,

e apie

he is lashed five times.
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And this is provided that they warned him for each one and every one of the violations.




Halacha 13 - The Probibition of Gashing and Gouging for the Dead and for Idolatry
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Gashing and gouging are one and the same prohibition.
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And just as the idolaters would gouge in their flesh over their dead because of the grief,
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so they would wound themselves for the sake of worship of stars,
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as it is said regarding the prophets of Baal, "and they gashed themselves according to their custom.”
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Also this act of gashing foridolatry the Torah forbade, as it is said, "do not gash yourselves."
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Except that regarding gashing over a dead person, whether he gouged with his hand or whe ther he gouged with an

instrument, he receives lashes.
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But if he did so for worship of stars, if he did it with an instrument he is liable for lashes, but if he did it with his hand he is

exempt fromlashes, though it is still forbidden.

Halacha 14 - The Probibition Against Forming Separate Factions and Courts in One City
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And in the category of this prohibition of "do not gash yourselves” is a Rabbinic warning
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that there shall not be two courts of law in one city where

NN AT AT A T ATIRD AN M

this court behaves according to the custom of this authority and this other court behaves according to the custom of

ano ther authority,
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for this thing causes great disputes and division among the Jewish people,
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as it is said in the Torah in Devarim 14:1, "Do not gash yourselves,"
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which the Sages expounded homiletically to mean: do not become groups groups, meaning do not split into opposing factions.

10 ﬂ;’? lj Halacha 15 - The Probibition of Making a Bald Spot for the Dead and Its Measure
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One who makes a bald spot for the dead is lashed mid'Oraisa,
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as it is said in the Torah, "And you shall not place a bald spot between your eyes for the dead.”
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Whether an Israelite or a priest who made a bald spot for the dead, he does notreceive lashes except once fora single

act of balding.
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One who makes four or five bald spots for one dead person is lashed according to the number of the bald spots he

made,

SR R 2 BY 9200 XM

and this is provided they warned him for every bald spot and bald spot before he made it.
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Itis the same whether one makes a bald spot with his hand by pulling out the hair, or with a potion that destroys the hair,
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orif he dipped his fingers ina potion and placed them on five places on his head at one time;
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since he made five bald spots, even though it is only one warning, he is lashed five times,

for behold, all of them come as one and are created simultaneously.
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And he is liable for making a bald spot on all of the head just as he is for making one between the eyes,
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as it is said, "They shall not make a bald spot on their head.”
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And how much is the measure of the bald spot to make himliable?
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It must be enough that there will be seen from his head an area like a gris bean, clear without hair.

Halacha 16 - Laws of Bald Spots Gashes and Tattoos with a Colleague’s Assistance
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One who makes a bald spot on his head or one who gashes in his flesh
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grieving over his house that fell or over his ship that sank in the sea
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is exempt from the Torah prohibition and is not lashed

7372 NPy NN

except when doing so over the deceased only
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orif he is one who gashes asa ritual for worship of stars.
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Regarding one who makes a bald spot on the head of his colleague

1920 W22 MR vaitm

and one who gashes a gashin the flesh of his colleague

72 P 922 YRy nanD aniom

and one who writes a tattooed writing in the flesh of his colleague

¥70m 1730 MM

and his colleague was assisting in the act
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at a time that both of them are intentional, both of them are lashed.

O TANY AW TN

If one was unintentional and one was intentional

V2 WM HQﬁL) QIR 7o

the intentional one of both of them s lashed and the unintentional one is exempt.

CHAPTER SUMMARY

The chapter begins by defining the prohibition of shaving the corners of the head (pe'os ha-rosh), explaining that there are
two corners and that both the one who shaves and, under certain conditions, the one who is shaven can be liable. The
Rambam clarifies that women are exempt from this prohibition because they do not have beards, while slaves, who do have
beards, remain obligated. This leads into a broader discussion of the mitzvos from which women are exempt, including time-
bound positive commandments, and the status of a tumtumand an androgynous who must follow the stringencies of both
men and women. Finally, the halachos address the prohibition of destroying the comners of the beard (pe'os ha-zakan) with a
razor, the prohibition against tattooing (kesoves ka'aka), and the prohibitions against making gashes in one's flesh or tearing

out hair in grief over the deceased.

TWYNR? WHAT TO TAKE HOME

The Torah warns us against shaving the corners of our head and beard, or tattooing our skin, because these were the ways of
the idolaters who marked their bodies to show they were 'sold" as servants to their false gods. Hashem wants us to know thata
Yid's body is not a blank canvas for the trends of the world; it is a holy vessel, a sanctuary for the neshama. When we guard

the boundaries of our appearance, we are declaring that we belong to Hashemalone.

This is also why the Torah commands 'lo tisgodedu’, not to cut ourselves in grief, which Chazal teach also means we must not
split into opposing factions, 'agudos agudos.’ Just as we must not damage the physical vessel of our own body, we must not
tear apart the collective body of the Jewish people through division and machlokes. Our external boundaries and our internal

unity both stem from the same truth: we are one holy nation, dedicated to one Creator.

Today, pay attention to how you carry yourself in the physical world. Before you adopt a style, a look, ora harsh way of
speaking to another Yid, remember who you belong to. Take one small, conscious action to show respect for your body or to

bring peace between people, showing that you are a proud servant of the King.
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The Five Daily Kapitlach

L CHAPTER PREVIEW

These are the five kapitlach of Tehillimsaid every single day: 32, 43, 83, 121, and 130, each set word for word with its English

meaning. They are gathered here as one section so the whole daily Tehillim can be said and downloaded together.

All introductions and contextual notes are the editor's commentary and are not part of the original text.
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TPYR? WHAT TO TAKE HOME
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When you feel weighed down by your mistakes, do not keepsilent or try to hide them. Open your heart to Hashemin honest
confession, and then immediately shift your focus to absolute trust in His forgiveness and constant protection, knowing that

He never slumbers and is always guarding your steps.

Today, the moment you feel a heavy heart or a sense of spiritual distance, stop what you are doing, speak to Hashemin your

own words to acknowledge your mistake, and then say out loud: "My help is from Hashem, who forgives and guards ny soul.'
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