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Daf Yomi - The Full Daf - Elucidated Talmud - Navy & Gold Edition - with Rashi

LJ THE SUGYA

We start off on our daf with the Gemara continuing to analyze the source for the mitzvah of reishis hagez, the first of the
shearing. The Gemara asks why Rabbi Shimon learns the halachos of reishis hagez from ma'aser behemah rather than from
bechor, and then dives into a beautiful shakla v'tarya to find the source that this mitzvah applies davka to sheep and not to
other animals like goats or oxen. We explore a gezerah shavah froma pasuk in Iyov, and the Gemara discusses whether the

hair of goats or oxen could ever be included based on how they are shorn or what their wool is used for.

As the sugya develops, the Gemara brings in a fascinating discussion about whether plucking or washing wool is halachically
considered "shearing.” This leads us into a parallel discussion regarding the halachos of leket and peah, specifically looking at
the shitta of Rabbi Yosei regarding harvesting with a tool versus uprooting by hand. Finally, the Gemara turns back to our
Mishnah to analyze the machlokes between Beis Shammai and Beis Hillel regarding the minimum number of sheep one must
own to be chayev in the mitzvah.

All introductions, summaries, and contextual notes are the editor’s commentary and are not part of the original text.
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The Gemara is asking: But the halachos shared by reishis hagez and bechor are indeed more numerous, as they share the halachos
of sanctity and sale, and those points of comparison are more numerous than those shared with ma'aser behemah! Why then

does Rabbi Shimon learn from ma'aser behemah?
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The Gemara answers: To Rabbi Shimon, deriving the halachos of a non-firstborn animal (reishis hagez) froma non-firstborn
animal (ma'aser behemah, which applies to any animal passing under the rod) is preferable to him, and this single point of

similarity outweighs all the others.
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Our Mishnah stated: The law of the first sheared wool applies only to sheep.




GEMARA

QUESTION
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The Gemara asks: From where are these words derived?

ANSWER
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Rav Chisda said: It is derived by a gezerah shavah of the word shearing written here from the word shearing written there.

EXPLANATION
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It is written here regarding reishis hagez: "The first of the shearing of your flock you shall give to him,"

EXPLANATION
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and it is written there in Iyov: "And from the shearing of my sheep he was warmed."

EXPLANATION
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Just as there the verse refers specifically to sheep, so too here the Torah refers specifically to sheep, and not to goats or other

animals.

OBJECTION
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The Gemara asks: But let us learn a gezerah shavah of shearing written here from the word shearing written in the case of a

firstborn animal!

BRAISA
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As it was taught in a braisa: The pasuk says, "You shall do no work with the firstborn of your 0x, and you shall not shear
the firstborn of your flock.” From this I would have only thatan ox is forbidden in work and a flock animal (sheep or goat)

is forbidden in shearing.
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From where do we know to apply that which is said of this animal to that one, and that which is said of this animal to

that one (meaning, that an ox may not be shomn, and a sheep may not be worked)?

BR AISA
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The Torah teaches us by connecting them with the word "and": "You shall do no work and you shall not shear.” This teaches
that both prohibitions apply to both types of animals. Now, since we see that shearing applies to oxen under the laws of bechor, let

us say that reishis hagez also applies to oxen!
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The Gemara answers: The verse says regarding reishis hagez, "You shall give to him,” which implies that you must give him
something fit for his personal use (clothing), and not for his sack. The coarse hair of oxen is only fit for making sacks, not

garments.
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The Gemara asks: If that is so, then goats' hair should be obligated in reishis hagez, since it can be woven into beautiful

garments!
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The Gemara answers: We require an act of shearing, and there is none by goats, as goats' hair is normally plucked or pulled

out, not shorn.

!"I’U'ﬂjN’{ 7R3 5D 22197 N7 - °99° 21 "N'ﬂf;b SN i’l’? .‘HS]?M;? INR

The Gemara objects: Whom did you hear who holds this reasoning that plucking is not called shearing? Itis Rabbi Yosei.
But Rabbi Yosei admits in a case where it is the normal way of removing the hair! Since plucking is the normal way for goats,

it should be obligated!
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Rather, the source is as Rabbi Yehoshua ben Levi said: The Torah writes in the next pasuk, "To stand to minister” in the Beis
HaMikdash, which teaches that the gift must be some thing fit for the Temple service (namely, the priestly garments). Here too,

reishis hagez must be some thing fit for the Temple service, which is sheep's wool, and not goats' hair.

?NDS: ’N?_:? 99”1’499 99”2’499 N?‘N:

The Gemara asks: But if so, what does the gezerah shavah of shearing... shearing come to teach us?

AT NPWRTR DOVD YR 1REY 0022 (PRYRYS 237737 NanT ,PRYRY° 237737 XanTab
2oRnn? "33 1Y Ry




The Gemara answers: It is needed for that which was taught in the school of Rabbi Yishmael. As the school of Rabbi
Yishmael taught: Sheep whose wool is hard are exempt from reishis hagez, as it is said: "And from the shearing of my

sheep he was warmed,” which excludes hard wool that does not provide warmth.

STATEMENT
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It was taught in one braisa: One who shears goats or washes sheep (and wool falls off in the washing) is e xe mpt from reishis

hagez.
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And it was taught in ano ther braisa: One who shears goats is exempt, but one who washes sheep is obligated to give

reishis hagez from the wool that came off.
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The Gemara resolves this: This is not difficult. This second braisa (which obligates washing) is according to the Rabbis, and
that first braisa (which exempts) is according to Rabbi Yosei.
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As it was taught in a braisa: The pasuk says regarding the gifts of the poor, "The gleanings of your harvest,” which implies that
only gleanings that fall during harvesting are holy, and not gleanings of plucking by hand.
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Rabbi Yosei says: There is no leket except that which comes by way of harvesting with a tool.

7XRP N3N 13797 9 937

The Gemara asks: But is Rabbi Yosei not saying the exact same thing as the Tanna Kamma?
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The Gemara answers: The entire braisa is Rabbi Yosei, and this is how it is teaching: For Rabbi Yosei says, there is no

leket except that which comes by way of harvesting.
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Rav Acha the son of Rava said to Rav Ashi: But Rabbi Yosei admits in a case where it is the normal way of harvesting!

PROOF
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As it was taught in a braisa: Rabbi Yosei says: The word "harvest” is written; I have only a case of cutting with a sickle. From
where do we know to include one who uproots by hand? The Torah teaches us, "to harvest.” From where do we know to
include one who plucks? The Torah teaches us, "when you harvest.” Thus, Rabbi Yosei agrees that if plucking is the normal

way, it is obligated!
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Ravina said to Rav Ashi: We have also learned this in a Mishnah:
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Regarding gardenbeds of onions that are between the vegetables, Rabbi Yosei says: One must give peah from each
and every one of the beds, and the Sages say: Fromone bed for all of them. Since onions are uprooted and yet Rabbi Yosei

obligates peah, we see he agrees where it is the normal way!
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The Gemara returns to the Mishnah's discussion of the minimum number of sheep required: And how much is "many” sheep to be

obligated in reishis hagez?
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Granted according to Beis Shammai who say two sheep are enough, because two are also called "flock” (tzon),
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but according to Beis Hillel who require five sheep, what is the reason?
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Rav Kahana said: The verse says "prepared” (asuyos), meaning that they perform two mitzvos: reishis hagez and the

gifts of the foreleg, cheeks, and abomasum.
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The Gemara asks: But say instead that the two mitzvos are bechorah (firstborn) and the gifts?

ANSWER
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The Gemara answers: Is a single animal not obligated in bechorah? Why would you need five?
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The Gemara objects: And according to your reasoning, is a single animal not obligated in the priestly gifts? Why then

does the verse imply a group of sheep is needed?
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Rather, Rav Ashi said: "Asuyos"” means that they force their owner, and say to him: "Arise and perform a mitzvah,"
because when there are five sheep, the amount of wool is significant enough that the obligation of reishis hagez is triggered

immediately.

STATEMENT
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It was taught in a braisa: The school of Rabbi Yishmael the son of Rabbi Yosei says in the name of his father: Four
sheep are required, as it is said: "And four sheep (tzon) instead of the lamb."” Here the Torah explicitly calls a group of four

"tzon."
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It was taught in a braisa: Rabbi said: Were it not that their words (of Beis Hillel, who require five) are words of Torah, and
the words of the great master (Rabbi Yosei, who requires four) are Kabbalah (tradition), we would listen to the words of

the great master, as his proof from the verse is very strong.

STATEMENT
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And all the more so since their words (Beis Hillel) are actually Kabbalah (received tradition), and the words of the great

master are merely an interpretation of words of Torah; therefore we must follow Beis Hillel.
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The Gemara asks: But did the Master not say: A third, compromising opinion does not decide between two conflicting
views unless it has a source? How can Rabbi Yosei offer a third view of four sheep between Beis Shammai's two and Beis Hillel's

five?
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Rabbi Yochanan said: From the mouth of a tradition she said it, meaning Rabbi Yehuda HaNasi did not accept Rabbi

Yosei's view as a mere compromise, but rather because Rabbi Yosci said it from the mouth of Haggai, Ze chariah, and Malachi.
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We learned in the Mishnah: Rabbi Dosa ben Harkinas says etc., that the obligation of the first of the shearings applies to five
sheep whose shearings weigh one hundred and fifty dinars each, while the Rabbis say: Five sheep, each of whose shearing is any

amount.

GEMARA
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The Gemara asks: And how much is meant by the Rabbis' phrase "any amount"?
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Rav said: It means a total weight of 2 maneh and a half-maneh, which is one hundred and fifty dinars, provided that they are

divided into fifths, meaning each of the five sheep yields an equal share of thirty dinars’ weight.
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And Shmuel said: The total weight must be sixty sela, and the owner gives one sela to the Kohen, which is one-sixtieth of the

total.

i NARY,WRn 179Y - WY qani 227 TN 73N 7212 13

Rabba bar bar Chana said that Rabbi Yochanan said: The total weight must be six sela, and of this he gives to the Kohen

five sela, and one sela remains for himself.
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Ulla said that Rabbi Elazar said: We learned in the Mishnah literally "any amount”, meaning that the obligation applies even if

the total weight of the shearing is only one sela.
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The Gemara raises a difficulty: We learned in a Mishnah elsewhere: And how much does the owner give to him, to the Kohen?

He must give him the weight of five sela in Yehudah, which are equivalent to ten sela in the Galil.
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Granted, according to Ravand Rabbi Yochanan, the Mishnah works out well, since Rav does not discuss the amount given
to the Kohen, and Rabbi Yochanan explicitly says he gives five sela. But according to Shmuel and Rabbi Elazar, it is difficult!

Shmuel says he gives only one sela, and Rabbi Elazar says the whole obligation applies even if the total shearing is only one sela.
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The Gemara counters: And according to your reasoning, does it work out well for Rav? But surely Rav and Shmuel both
say: The first of the shearing given to the Kohen is one-sixtie th of the total! Since Rav holds the minimum total weight is one

hundred and fifty dinars, one-sixtieth of that is less than five sela, which contradicts the Mishnah.
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The Gemara answers: But it was stated regarding that Mishnah that Rav and Shmuel both say: We are dealing with an
Yisrael who has many shearings, and he wishes to distribute them to several Kohanim, and we say to him: For each and
every Kohen, do not give himless than five sela. Butif he only has a small amount of shearing, he gives the Kohen one-

sixtieth, even if it is less than five sela.

STATEMENT
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The Gemara now analyzes the text itself that was just quoted: Rav and Shmuel both say: The first of the shearing must be

one-sixtie th of the total, te rumah must be one-sixtie th, and pe'ah must be one-sixtieth.
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The Gemara asks: Is terumah's standard measure one-sixtie th? But didn't we learn in a Mishnah: For terumah, one who hasa
generous eye gives one-fortieth, an average eye gives one-fiftieth, and a stingy eye gives one-sixtieth? Thus, one-sixtieth is only

for a stingy person, not the standard!
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The Gemara answers: By Torah law, the requirement is o ne-sixtie th, but by Rabbinic law, they instituted that the standard

should be one-fortieth.
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The Gemara asks: Is the measure by Torah law one-sixtie th? But didn't Shmuel say: By Torah law, even one grain of wheat

exempts the entire pile of grain from the obligation of terumah!
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The Gemara clarifies: Indeed, by Torah law, the rule is like Shmuel, that one grain is enough. Rather, the distinction is: By
Rabbinic law, for produce that is obligated in terumah by Torah law, the Sages required one-fortie th; whereas by Rabbinic

law, for produce thatis only obligated in terumah by Rabbinic law, they only required one-sixtie th.
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The Gemara raises another difficulty: Is pe'ah's measure one-sixtie th? But didn't we learn in a Mishnah: These are things that

have no fixed Torah measure: Pe'ah, and the first-fruits, and the appearance-offering brought on the festivals.
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The Gemara answers: By Torah law, it has no measure; but by Rabbinic law, they established its minimum at one-sixtie th.
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The Gemara asks: What is this coming to teach us? We already learned this in a Mishnah: We do not give less for pe'ah

than one-sixtieth, even though they said that pe'ah has no measure!
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The Gemara answers: There, the Mishnah is speaking of pe'ah in Eretz Yisrael; here, Rav and Shmuel are teaching us that the

Rabbinic minimum of one-sixtieth applies even outside of Eretz Yisrael.

STATEMENT
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The Gemara relates: When Isi bar Hini went up from Bavel to Eretz Yisrael, he found Rabbi Yochanan teaching his son the

Mishnah using the word "rechelim” for sheep.

STATEMENT
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Isi said to him: Teach him using the word "rechelot”.

STATEMENT

S OONRR DY 2P N2T2 (D MK

Rabbi Yochanan said to him: I teach it as it is written in the Torah: "Two hundred rechelim".

STATEMENT
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Isi said to him: The language of the Torahis onits own, and the language of the Sages is onits own, and the Sagesin

the Mishnah use the term "rechelot”.

STATEMENT
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Rabbi Yochanan then said to him: Who is the head of the academy in Bavel? Isi said to him: Abba the tall, referring to Rav.

STATEMENT
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Rabbi Yochanan said to him: You call him "Abba the tall” so casually?!

STATEMENT
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I remember when I was sitting seventeen rows behind Rav, who himself sat before Rabbi Yehuda HaNasi,

STATEMENT
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and sparks of fire were going out from the mouth of Rav to the mouth of Rabbi, and from the mouth of Rabbi to the

mouth of Rav, because of the heat and depth of their Torah discussion,

STATEMENT

12772 N7IR VRO NINT DRTIN 10 R YT RN 102

and I did not even know what they were saying due to its depth, and you call him "Abba the tall"?!
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Isi said to him: At how much shearing does the obligation of the first of the shearing apply?
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Rabbi Yochanan said to him: At sixty sela.
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Isi asked: But didn't we learn in our Mishnah that it applies "to any amount”?
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Rabbi Yochanan said to him: If so, that you only know what is written literally in the Mishnah, what is the difference

between me and you? A scholar must know the deeper, received halachic definitions.
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When Rav Dimi came from Eretz Yisrael to Bavel, he said: Regarding the first of the shearing, Rav said it applies at sixty

sela, and Rabbi Yochanan said in the name of Rabbi Yannai that it applies at six sela.
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Abaye said to Rav Dimi: You have settled one difficulty for us, but you have raised another difficulty for us.
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Granted, the contradiction between one statement of Rabbi Yochanan and the other statement of Rabbi Yochanan is not
difficult: This statement that it requires sixty sela is his own view, while this statement that it requires six sela is the view of his

teacher, Rabbi Yannai.
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But the contradiction between one statement of Rav and the other statement of Rav is difficult, for surely Rav said earlier that

the minimum is a maneh and a half-maneh, which is thirty-seven and a half sela, and here you say he requires sixty sela!
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The Gemara answers: The contradiction of Ravand Rav is also not difficult. What is the "maneh” that he was speaking of?

It was a large maneh of forty sela, which makes a maneh and a half-maneh exactly sixty sela.
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The Gemara establishes that reishis hagez applies exclusively to sheep's wool because the Torah requires a gift fit for the bigdei
kehunah (priestly garments) and one that provides warmth, which excludes goats' hair and coarse oxen hair. We resolve a
contradiction between braisos regarding one who washes sheep and collects the loose wool, explaining the machlokes based
on Rabbi Yosei's view of whether hand-plucking is halachically equivalent to harvesting. The daf concludes by analyzing the
source for Beis Hillel's shitta that a person must own at least five sheep to be obligated in the mitzvah, pointing to the word

"asuyos" to show they must be performing multiple mitzvos.
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In our sugya, the Gemara is bothered by how we define the mitzvah of Reishis Hagez, the first of the shearings we give to

the Kohen. The Torah says "titten lo", you must give it to him, and Rabbi Yehoshua ben Levi teaches that this means it must
be "davar hara'uy I'sheirus,” something fit for the priestly garments of the Beis HaMikdash. It cannot be coarse hair only fit for
sacks, and it cannot be hard wool that does not bring warmth. The gift we give to the Kohen, representing our service to

Hashem, cannot be second-rate orjust "good enough." It has to be something beautiful, warm, and fit for the King's palace.

Lichoira, we must ask ourselves: how do we perform our own daily avodah? When we daven, when we learn, or when we
give tzedakah, are we giving Hashem our "hard wool", the leftovers of our energy, our rushed moments, and our distracted
thoughts? Or are we giving Him "davar hara'uy I'sheirus,” our finest focus, our warmest enthusiasm, and our best hours of the

day?

Itis so easy to fall into the trap of just checking the box, offering a service thatis cold and stiff. But the neshama of a Yid
wants to warmothers and bring light, just like the soft wool that brings warmth. When you do a mitzvah, do it with hiddur,

with a shining face, and with your full heart. Give Hashem the very best of what you have.

Today, choose one mitzvah or one tefillah, like Mincha or a few minutes of learning, and do it with your absolute best focus

and energy, treating it like a service fit for the Beis HaMikdash.
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The Five Daily Kapitlach

L CHAPTER PREVIEW

These are the five kapitlach of Tehillimsaid every single day: 32, 43, 83, 121, and 130, each set word for word with its English

meaning. They are gathered here as one section so the whole daily Tehillim can be said and downloaded together.

All introductions and contextual notes are the editor's commentary and are not part of the original text.
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TPYR? WHAT TO TAKE HOME
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When you feel weighed down by your mistakes, do not keepsilent or try to hide them. Open your heart to Hashemin honest
confession, and then immediately shift your focus to absolute trust in His forgiveness and constant protection, knowing that

He never slumbers and is always guarding your steps.

Today, the moment you feel a heavy heart or a sense of spiritual distance, stop what you are doing, speak to Hashemin your

own words to acknowledge your mistake, and then say out loud: "My help is from Hashem, who forgives and guards ny soul.'
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