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Daf Yomi - The Full Daf - Elucidated Talmud - Navy & Gold Edition - with Rashi

LJ THE SUGYA

We begin Maseches Bekhoros with the first Mishnah on Daf 2a, which deals with the laws of a Peter Chamor—the firstborn of
a donkey that must be redeemed with a lamb. The Mishnah teaches that if a non-Jew has any partnership or ownership share

in the mother donkey or the fetus itself, the offspring is completely exempt from the kedushah of a firstborn. This is derived
from the pasuk where Hashemssays, "I sanctified to Me all the firstborn in Israel," which teaches us that the sanctity of a

firstborn only applies when the animal is owned exclusively by a Jew.

The Gemara immediately dives into a detailed shakla v'tarya to understand why the Mishnah needs to list so many different
cases of partnership and transactions with a non-Jew. Lichoira, once we know the basic rule that a non-Jew's ownership
exempts the animal, the other cases seemredundant. The Gemara explains the specific chiddush of each case, showing how
we might have otherwise made a mistake or applied a Rabbinic penalty.

All introductions, summaries, and contextual notes are the editor’s commentary and are not part of the original text.
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MISHNAH: One who purchases the fetus of a donkey of a non-Jew,
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and one who sells to him the fetus of his donkey, even though he is not permitted to sell a large animal to a non-Jew,

MISHNAH

one who enters into a partnership with him in ownership of a donkey, and one who receives a donkey from him to care for

in exchange for a share in its offspring, and one who gives his donkey to himin receivership—
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in all these cases, the offspring is exempt from the law of the firstborn, as it is stated in the Torah: "I sanctified to Me all the
firstborn in Israel," which implies that the sanctity applies only to those owned solely by Jews, but not to those owned by others,

meaning non-Jews.

GEMARA
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GEMARA: Why do I need all these cases in the Mishnah? Why isn't one example of non-Jewish ownership enough to teach us

the rule?
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The Gemara answers: They are all necessary, for had the Tanna taught only the case of the purchaser of a fetus froma non-
Jew, I would have said that the exemption applies there because he is bringing it into a state of sanctity, as the Jew is

acquiring it and it will now be subject to the mitzvos of a firstborn,
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but in the case of the seller, where he is removing it froma state of sanctity by selling it to a non-Jew, I might say that we
should penalize him by declaring the fetus subject to the firstborn laws so that he cannot escape the mitzvah. Therefore, the

Mishnah comes to teach us that even here, the fetus is exempt.
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The Gemara asks: And the case of one who enters into a partnership with him, why do I need it?
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The Gemara answers: It is needed to exclude the opinion of Rabbi Yehuda, who says: Partnership with a non-Jew is
obligated in the law of the firstborn. Therefore, the Mishnah comes to teach us that it is exempt from the law of the

firstborn.

QUESTION

The Gemara asks: And the case of one who receives a donkey froma non-Jew, why do I need it? This is already covered by the

rule of partnership!
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The Gemara answers: It is mentioned only because the Tanna wants to teach the next case, which is: And one who gives his

donkey to himin receivership.
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The Gemara asks: And the case of one who gives his donkey to him in receivership, why do I need it?
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The Gemara answers: It was necessary, for it might enter your mind to say: Since the main animal belongs to the Jew, the

Sages should penalize him by treating the offspring as a firstborn,
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lest he come to confuse it with another animal that the Jew puts in the care of a non-Jew where the non-Jew has no share in
the offspring, in which case the offspring is indeed a firstborn. Therefore, the Mishnah comes to teach us that we do not penalize

him.

STATEMENT
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The Gemara cites a related discussion: We learned in a Mishnah elsewhere regarding the prohibition of selling large livestock to
a non-Jew: Rabbi Yehuda permits sclling a damaged animal that cannot performlabor, and Ben Beteira permits selling a

horse because riding is not a Torah-prohibited labor on Shabbos.

PN 23N 07 7 2 AP KYPN

A dilemma was raised before them: What would Rabbi Yehuda say to me regarding selling a fetus to a non-Jew?
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Is the reason of Rabbi Yehuda there, where he permits the sale, because it is damaged and cannot work, and a fetus is

also considered damaged since it cannot perform labor right now?
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Or perhaps, a damaged animal is not in its natural state, so it is excluded from the prohibition, but a fetus, since this is its

natural state and it will eventually grow up and work, is not considered damaged, and therefore it is prohibited to sell it?
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The Gemara suggests: Come and hear a proof from our Mishnah: "And one who sells to him the fetus of his donkey, even

though he is not permitted.” And Rabbi Yehuda does not disagree in the Mishnah to say that it is permitted to sell it! This




implies that Rabbi Yehuda agrees that selling a fetus is prohibited.
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The Gemara rejects this: But according to your reasoning, regarding the other cases of one who enters into a partnership
with him, and one who receives from him, and one who gives to himin receivership, where the Mishnah does not

teach that Rabbi Yehuda disagrees, is it also true that he does not disagree in those cases?
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Rather, he certainly disagrees about partnership, but the Mishnah does not teach his view here. Here too, regarding selling a

fetus, he disagrees, but the Mishnah does not teach his view.
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The Gemara suggests: Come and hear a proof froma Braisa: Rabbi Yehuda says, one who receives an animal from a non-Jew
to care forand it gave birth to a firstborn, they assess its value, and he gives half of its value to the Kohen because the

Jew's half-share is sanctified.
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And one who gives his animal to him in receivership, even though he is not permitted to do so, we penalize him up to

ten times its value, and he must give all of its value to the Kohen.
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The Gemara asks: What, is it not referring to the fetus when the baraita says that he is not permitted to give it to the gentile?

This would prove that Rabbi Yehuda prohibits selling a fetus to a gentile.
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The Gemara answers: No, it is referring to the animal itself, which he is not permitted to sell to a gentile, and that is why he is

penalized.
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The Gemara asks: But doesn't it teach "its value" in the masculine form, damav, which implies it is referring to the fetus, and not

the mother, which would be feminine?
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The Gemara answers: Emend the text and teach "its value” in the feminine form, dameha, referring to the mother.
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The Gemara asks: But doesn't it teach that he "gives all of its value to the Kohen"? And if it is referring to the animal itself,

what is the Kohen's business with it? Why should the Kohen receive the value of a non-sanctified mother animal?
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The Gemara answers: Here we are dealing with a case such as where he gave him a pregnant animal to fatten it, where the
agreement was to split the profits of the animal and the offspring. Since we penalize him for handing over the animal itselfin a

prohibited manner, we also penalize him regarding the fetus, and therefore he must give the value of the fetus to the Kohen.
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Rav Ashi said: Come and hear a proof froma different baraita: Rabbi Yehuda permits sclling a broken or damaged animal to

a gentile because it is unable to be healed.

INFERENCE
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We deduce fromhere: But if it is able to be healed, Rabbi Yehuda prohibits selling it.

STATEMENT
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And this fetus is also comparable to an animal thatis able to be healed, since it will eventually grow up and be fit for labor.
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The Gemara concludes: Indeed, learn from it that Rabbi Yehuda prohibits selling a fetus to a gentile.

STATEMENT
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And there are those who teach this entire discussion as referring to our Mishnah: "And one who sells to him, even though

he is not permitted to do so, the offspring is exempt from the law of the firstborn.”

IMNIW2 AR NTIT 23007 AT 2312 KPT PRI KRR




The Gemara asks: Shall we say that our Mishnah is not in accordance with Rabbi Yehuda? As we learned in a Mishnah:
Rabbi Yehuda permits selling a broken animal to a gentile because it cannot work, and a fetus likewise cannot work, so Rabbi

Yehuda should permit selling it!
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The Gemara answers: You may even say the Mishnah is in accordance with Rabbi Yehuda. A broken animal is not in its
natural state, so it is not included in the Rabbinic decree; but a fetus is in its natural state, and since it will eventually grow and

work, itis included in the prohibition.
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Come and hear a proof froma baraita: Rabbi Yehuda says: One who receives an animal froma gentile to care for, and it

gave birth to a firstborn, they assess its value, and he gives half of its value to the Kohen to redeem his half-share.

STATEMENT
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And one who gives an animal to a gentile in receivership, even though he is not permitted to do so, we penalize him up

to ten times its value, and he gives all of its value to the Kohen.
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The Gemara asks: What, is it not referring to the fetus when it says he is not permitted to give it to him?
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The Gemara answers: No, it is referring to the animal itself.
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The Gemara asks: But doesn't it teach "its value"” in the masculine form, damav?
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The Gemara answers: Emend the text and teach "its value"” in the feminine form, dameha.
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The Gemara asks: But doesn't it teach that he "gives all of its value to the Kohen"? And if it is referring to the animal, what

is the Kohen's business with it?
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The Gemara answers: Here we are dealing with a case such as where he gave him a pregnant animal to fatten it, where

since we penalize him for handing over the animal, we also penalize him regarding the fetus.
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Rav Ashi said: Come and hear a proof: Rabbi Yehuda permits sclling a broken animal because it is unable to be healed.
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We deduce: But if it is able to be healed, it is prohibited.
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And this fetus is also comparable to an aninal that is able to be healed.
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The Gemara concludes: Indeed, learn fromit.
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A dilemma was raised before them: If a Jew sold an animal to a gentile only for its fetuses, but kept the mother animal for

himself, what is the halacha? Is this permitted?

23277 5y2°0 AT 027R vy N

Let the dilemma be raised according to Rabbi Yehuda, and let the dilemma be raised according to the Rabbis.
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Let the dilemma be raised according to Rabbi Yehuda: Perhaps Rabbi Yehuda only permits the sale in the case of a
broken animal, which will not come to be confused with a healthy animal, but in the case of a complete, healthy animal sold

only for its fetuses, which might come to be confused with selling the entire animal, he prohibits it.
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Or perhaps, if in the case of a broken animal, which is completely severed from him in ownership, Rabbi Yehuda permits it,
then all the more so in the case of a complete animal sold only for its fetuses, which is not completely severed from him, he

would permit it?

EXPLANATION
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Let the dilemma be raised according to the Rabbis: Perhaps the Rabbis only prohibit the sale in the case of a broken
animal, which is completely severed from him, but in the case of a complete animal sold only for its fetuses, which is not

completely severed from him, they permit it.
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Or perhaps, if in the case of a broken animal, which does not come to be confused with a healthy animal, they prohibit it
then all the more so in the case of a complete animal sold only for its fetuses, which might come to be confused with selling

the entire animal, they would prohibit it?
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The Gemara asks: But is the reason of the Rabbis because of this concern of confusion? But isn't it taught in a baraita:

They said to Rabbi Yehuda: But don't they mate her and she gives birth?
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Consequently, the Rabbis' reason for prohibiting the sale of a broken animal is because of its fetuses, which will be born

healthy and fit for labor, and not because of confusion!
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The Gemara answers: This is what they were saying to him: Our reason for prohibiting a broken animal is because it might

come to be confused with a healthy animal. But you, what is your reason that you permit it?
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Isitbecause she is unable to be healed, so she is considered like one who sold her for slaughter, which is permitted?
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But don't they mate her and she gives birth? And since they mate her and she gives birth, the gentile will keep her alive

for breeding, and she is not like an animal sold for immediate slaughter!

RESOLUTION
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And Rabbi Yehuda said to them: We are dealing with a case where she cannot give birth, as she does not accept a male.
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The Gemara suggests: Come and hear a proof from the wording of the baraita: "And one who gives to himin receivership,"

and it does not teach: "even though he is not permitted”! This implies that giving an animal in receivership is permitted
I'chatchilah.

OBJECTION
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The Gemara responds: But according to your reasoning, in the case of one who enters into a partnership with him, which

the Mishnah does not teach is prohibited, is it also indeed permitted?

STATEMENT
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But didn't Shmuel's father say: It is forbidden for a person to forma partnership with a gentile, lest he become
obligated to take an oath to him, and he will swear to him by the name of his idol, and the Torah said: "It shall not be

heard on your mouth”!
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Rather, the Mishnah taught the case of selling, and the same law applies to partnership.
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So too here, the Mishnah taught selling, and the same law applies to receivership.
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And what is different about selling that it took that case specifically? Because selling is the primary and most common way

of transferring ownership.

PRT 780 1NN, PNW2 NI 1PPYR — 17771797 TR MRN2 Papnd MWIR 1T 237 YW KA
1722

Come and hear a proof froma baraita: Rabbi Yehuda says: One who receives an animal from a gentile to care for, and it

gave birth to a firstborn, they assess its value, and he gives half of its value to the Kohen.

STATEMENT
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And one who gives an animal to a gentile in receivership, even though he is not permitted to do so, we penalize him up

to ten times its value, and he gives all of its value to the Kohen.
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And the Sages say: As long as the hand of the gentile is in the middle —meaning he has a financial share in the animal—the

offspring is exempt from the law of the firstborn.

SUMMARY

The Gemara analyzes the Mishnah's cases, explaining that we need the case of selling a fetus to a non-Jew to teach that even
though the Jew did something prohibited by selling a large animal to a non-Jew, we do not penalize him by making the
offspring holy. We also need the case of partnership to exclude the shitta of Rabbi Yehuda, who holds that a partnership with
a non-Jew is actually obligated in bekhorah. The Gemara then discusses Rabbi Yehuda's view on selling a fetus or a damaged
animal to a non-Jew, bringing a raaya froma Baraita regarding a Jew who gives his animal to a non-Jew in receivership, where

Rabbi Yehuda rules that we penalize the Jew up to ten times the animal's value, which must be given to the Kohen.

WHAT TO TAKE HO ME

The Gemara is bothered by why the Mishnah needs to list so many different cases of partnerships and transactions with a non-
Jew. The Gemara explains that each case is necessary because we might have thought the Chachamim would penalize a Jew
who does something he is not supposed to do, like selling or giving an animal to a non-Jew, which removes it from the
kedushah of bechorah. We might have thought we should force himto treat the offspring as a firstborn anyway as a penalty.
Yet, the halachah is that we do not apply such a penalty here; if the non-Jew has a real share, the exemption of "b'Yisrael"

applies, and the kedushah is gone.

Think about what this means for our own avodah. Sometimes we make a mistake, or we do something we know we shouldn't
have done, and we feel we have compromised our spiritual standing. The yetzer hara comes and whispers, "Now you have to
punish yourself, you have to carry this heavy burden of guilt, or you have to force yourself into an unnatural stringency to
make up forit." But Hashem's Torah is precise. There is a time for teshuvah, but there is no room for self-imposed, artificial

penalties that only drag us down and confuse our service of Hashem.

When you make a misstep, don't try to fix it by creating your own complicated, heavy rules that Hashemdidn't ask of you.

Accept the reality of where you are, do teshuvah with a light heart, and move forward in your avodas Hashem with clarity

and simplicity.

Today, if you catch yourself feeling guilty over a past mistake, stop and tell yourself: "Hashem wants my honest avodah right

now, not ny self-imposed guilt or extra burdens. I will serve Him simply and joyfully from where I stand today."
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The Five Daily Kapitlach

L CHAPTER PREVIEW

These are the five kapitlach of Tehillimsaid every single day: 32, 43, 83, 121, and 130, each set word for word with its English

meaning. They are gathered here as one section so the whole daily Tehillim can be said and downloaded together.

All introductions and contextual notes are the editor's commentary and are not part of the original text.
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TPYR? WHAT TO TAKE HOME
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When you feel weighed down by your mistakes, do not keepsilent or try to hide them. Open your heart to Hashemin honest
confession, and then immediately shift your focus to absolute trust in His forgiveness and constant protection, knowing that

He never slumbers and is always guarding your steps.

Today, the moment you feel a heavy heart or a sense of spiritual distance, stop what you are doing, speak to Hashemin your

own words to acknowledge your mistake, and then say out loud: "My help is from Hashem, who forgives and guards ny soul.'
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