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(VAYETZEI - 1ST ALIYAH )

L) CHAPTER PREVIEW
In this aliyah, Yaakov Avinu leaves Be'er Sheva to travel to Charan, fleeing from Esav and heading toward the house of
Lavan. On his way, he encounters Mount Moriah as the sun suddenly sets, and he prepares to sleep for the night,

surrounding his head with stones for protection.

While sleeping, Yaakov sees the famous dream of the ladder standing on the earth with its top reaching Hashem's Heaven,
and angels going up and down. Hashem appears to him, promising to protect himon his journey, to give the land to his

children, and to bring himback safely to his father's house.

All introductions, summaries, and contextual notes are the editor’s commentary and are not part of the original text.
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toward Charan and went Sheva fromBe'er Yaakov And wentout
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went  his father Yitzchak intheeyesof Canaan daughtersof thatevil  thatbecause account on Jacob  And Jacob went out
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that Esav and Esavsaw anditwrote Yaakov of inthe portion the matter itinterrupted Yishmael to  Esav
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the first tothe matter itreturned and whenit finished etc. heblessed
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his departure did it mention and why toHaran Yaakov andwent except towrite necessary was not Andhe wentout
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isinthecity thatthe tzaddik thatintime animpression makes  theplace from atzaddik thatdepartureof ittells rather
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departed itssplendor departed itsglory departed fromthere hedeparted itsbeauty heis itssplendor heis itsglory heis
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1 Ruth andRuth regardingNaomi whichisstated the place from Andshe wentout andlikewise itsbeauty
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toHaran togo he wentout Haranward: And he went
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from the stones of and he took  the sun  had set because there and he lodged atthe place And he encountered
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that in the place and he lay down around hishead and he placed  the place
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inaplace mentioned inthe place  but place  inwhich theverse mentioned not intheplace Andheencountered
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fromafar theplace = — andhesaw ofit asitissaid Moriah Mount itis other
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and our Rabbis and 19 16  Yehoshua toDabbasheth anditreached atYericho anditreached like And heencountered
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and we learned 7 Yirmeyahu Me entreat anddonot like 26 Berachos  prayer anexpressionof explained
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thatleaped toteachyou andheprayed write anddidnot the Scripture andaltered  Evening  the prayerof thathe instituted
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91 Chullin  HaNasheh Gid inthe chapterof thatisexplained like theearth forhim
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itimplies ~ thesun came for there andhelodged thesun andcame towrite forit itwas the sun came for
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there thathelodge inorder initstime thatnot suddenly thesun forhim that set
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beasts because of for he feared forhishead around gutter likeatype of hemade them for his head-resting-place and he placed
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hishead — atzaddik shallrest uponme says thisone withthisone — thisone quarreling theybegan evil
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for his head-resting-place he had placed which thestone —  andhe took
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thatheserved  years fourteen but  helay  place inthat  limitation an expression of that in the place and he lay
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inthe Torah engaged forhewas  atnight liedown hedidnot Ever inthe house of
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angelsof and behold heavenward reached anditstop earthward wasset aladder and behold And he dreamed
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onit and descending were ascending God
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donot intheland thatescorted him angels descending  that and after first Ascending and descending Ascending
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toescorthim theland outside angelsof anddescended tothefirmament andascended theland outside goout
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and God of your father ~ Avraham God of Hashem Iam and Hesaid overhim wasstanding Hashem and behold
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toguard him above him  stood
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His Name  the Holy One Blessed be  that He associates in Scripture  we have found thatnot even though Yitzchak  And the God of
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Tanchuma  fromhim ceased theevil andindlinationof likedead heis andbehold inthe house
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thatit willbe tohim Hehinted underneathhim Yisrael theland of allof  the Holy One blessedbe ~ folded  uponit lies
He
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there Chullin aperson  of  thespace forthisis cubits like four by his children tobe conquered — easy
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and northward and eastward westward and you shall burst the earth like the dust of your offspring And shall be
forth
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and through your the ground  the familiesof all  throughyou and shall be blessed and southward
offspring
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they became strong andso like and become strong and you shall breach
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the land to  and I will return you you go that  wherever and I willguard you withyou Tam  and behold
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toyou Ihavespoken thatwhich —  Thave done . that  until forsake you Iwillnot for this
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90a Gittin because inthesenseof  serves If done Thave that  Until
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his offspring regarding toAvraham  thatIpromised what and concerningyou foryour benefit concerningyou  Ispoke
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offspring your shallbecalled Yitzchak that tohim didIsay  fornot concerningEsav andnot Ipromisedit concerningyou
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nextto thatareattached andtothem andtohim andtoyou tome every andso of Yitzchak all andnot inYitzchak for  but
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this  before speak Hedidnot Yaakov with forbehold proves andthis concerning ameaningof serve as speaking
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did not andI this  in the place Hashem thereis Surely andsaid fromhissleep Yaakov Andawoke
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know




!

M2 WiTR Dipn2 R X% RyT) oY Nyt NP DN

like this holy inaplace haveslept Iwouldnot Ihadknown  forif know did not and I
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the house of than other this Thereisno this the place  awesome is How and he said And he was afraid
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the heavens  the gate of and this is God
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stood this theladder Zimra sonof Yose Rabbi inthenameof Eleazar said Rabbi God house of if  for
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inthesouth  stood  Sheva forBe'er the Temple the Houseof opposite reached itsslope andthe middle of Sheva inBe'er
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was el andBeth- andBinyamin Yehudah thatisbetween ontheborder initsnorth —and Yerushalayim Yehudah of
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Yosef  the childrenof andbetween Binyamin thatisbetween ontheborder Binyamin the heritageof of  inthe north
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opposite itsslope  the middle of reaches el inBeth- anditstopis Sheva inBe'er whoselegsare aladder itcomesout
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came this righteousman  the Holy One blessed be  that Hesaid our Rabbis what theysaid andregarding Yerushalayim
He
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el  Beth-  Yerushalayim  calledit Yaakov andtheysaid overnightlodging without andshalldepart Mylodging tothe house of
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that was uprooted say I ) tosay did theylearn andfromwhere Yerushalayim andnot wasit Luz and this
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thatcame Chullin  inShechitas thatisstated theland theshrinkingof  is and this tohere andcame  Moriah ~ Mount
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yousay andif theplace andheencountered andthisis el  Beth- asfaras towardshim the Temple the House of
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hisheart  give did not he there did He detainhim not why the Temple  the House of by  Yaakov when passed
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Haran asfaras  he  shouldtheydetainhim  Heaven  andfrom his fathers that prayed  in the place topray
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the one near wasnot el  Beth- this theland forhim andshrank el  Beth- asfaras andreturned toreturn  his mind
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isMount and it el Beth- he called it God the House of shallbe accountof andon near Yerushalayim rather toAi
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Hashem on the mountainof asitiswritten amountain whocalledit like Avraham not rather  Yaakov isdifferent
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whocalledit like Yaakov rather inthefield toconverse asitiswritten afield whocalledit like Yitzchak and not He will be seen
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precise  explained Rashi thus far ahouse
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And its Midrashic heavenward  their prayer forascending prayer aplaceof theheavens gateof And this
exposition
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it and set  underhishead he placed  that  thestone — andtook in the moring Yaakov And arose early
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its top upon oil and poured asa monument
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the city was the name of Luz  however El Beit that the place  the name of —  And he called
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originally
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that this  on the way and guard me with me God will be If saying  avow Yaakov And vowed




:W2%% 7331 BORD ond o inn 99in oo

towear  andagarment  toeat bread tome andgive amgoing I
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with me tobe that He promised me  these promises  forme Hewillkeep if  withme God will be If
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iscalled  he bread and one whoseeks Iwill forsakeyou not for Hesaid justas toeat bread tome And He will give
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the land to  andIwill restore you tome thatHesaid justas andIreturn
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Lavan fromwaysof Ishouldlearn thatnot  thesin  from complete in peace
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thatnot end anduntil from beginning uponme HisName that will rest for God tome Hashem Andwill be
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He promised this and promise toyou  Ispoke which  asitsays justas inmy offspring unworthiness will be found
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17 Bereshis afteryou and toyour seed for God toyou  tobe asitsays to Avraham
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tome Yougive that andall God a house of shallbe asa pillar Thave setup which this and the stone
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to You I will tithe it tithe
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this will do
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alibation uponit andpoured apillar Yaakov andsetup

CHAPTER SUMMARY

Yaakov Avinu sets out fromBe'er Sheva toward Charan and stops at the holy site of the Beis HaMikdash to sleep. Hashem
reveals Himself to himin a dream with a ladder of angels, promising divine protection, offspring as vast as the dust of the
earth, and the ultimate inheritance of the Eretz Yisrael. Upon awakening with awe, Yaakov recognizes the sanctity of the
place, sets up the stone he slept on as a matzeivah, pours oil on it, names the site Beis El, and makes a holy vow to give ma'aser

fromall that Hashem provides him.

NWYN? WHAT TO TAKE HO ME

When Yaakov Avinu leaves Eretz Yisrael, he finds himself alone at night, sleeping on the ground with rocks around his head.
Lichoira, this was the lowest, most uncertain moment of his life. He is running away from Esav, leaving his parents' home, and
heading into the unknown. Yet, b'davka in this exact place, Hashem reveals Himself to him with the famous sulam reaching

into the heavens, promising him, "Hinei Anochi imach” - T amwith you and I will watch over you wherever you go.

The chiddush here is that Hashemisn't only found when everything is clear, peaceful, and comfortable in our lives. Yaakov
wakes upand cries out, "Achen yesh Hashem bamakon hazeh v'anochilo yadati" - surely Hashem s in this place and I did
not know it. We often think that when we are going through a dark time, a nisayon, or feeling lost, that we are distant from
Hashem. But the Torah is teaching us that Hashem s standing right there over us, waiting for us to build that connection

specifically from where we are.

Take this lesson into your day. Whenever you encounter a situation today that feels overwhelming, uncomfortable, or out of
your control, don't view it as a distraction from your avodah. Pause fora second and remind yourself: Hashemis right here in

this place with me, and I can connect to Himright now.
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L) THE SUGYA

In this sugya, the Gemara continues to analyze the specific dates established by the Tanna'im for ma'aser behemah. We
explore why these set times were instituted in the first place, explaining that the Chachamim wanted to ensure that fresh meat
would be readily available for the oleh regal coming to Yerushalayim for the Yom Tov. The Gemara delves into the exact
definitions and calendar calculations of each opinion, including Rabbi Akiva, Ben Azzai, and Rabbi Elazar and Rabbi

Shimon, examining how variations in the lengths of months like Adar and Av affect the fixed tithing dates.

We also examine the unique shita of Ben Azzai, who held that animals born during the month of Elul must be tithed by
themselves due to a safek as to whether Rosh HaShanah for ma'aser behemah is the first of Elul or the first of Tishrei. The
Gemara discusses Ben Azzai's extraordinary gadlus and why he could not simply resolve this machlokes through sevara,
leading to the explanation that these opinions were received as a kabbalah from the last Nevi'im: Chagga, Zechariah, and
Malachi.

All introductions, summaries, and contextual notes are the editor’s commentary and are not part of the original text.
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The Sages instituted these fixed times so that animals should be available for those who ascend for the Festivals to buy for

their olos, shlamim, and Yom Tov meals.
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And even though we learned in a Mishnah: Before the time of the threshing floor arrives, it is permitted to sell and to

slaughter the animals without tithing them first, and so one might think people wouldn't wait for these dates to tithe,
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nevertheless, it is pleasing to him that a mitzvah should be done with his money, and afterward to sell and to eat the rest,

so people naturally gather their herds to tithe at these set times, making animals plentiful for the oleh regal.
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And why does the Tanna call this designated tithing time "a threshing floor"?

ANSWER
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The Gemara answers: Because the arrival of this date makes the animals tevel like a threshing floor. Just as grain becomes
prohibited to eat until tithed once brought to the threshing floor, so too animals become prohibited to slaughter once this date

arrives until they are tithed.
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The Mishnah said that according to Rabbi Akiva, the times are peras before Pesach, etc. The Gemara asks: And how much is "a

peras”?
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Rabbi Yoseison of Rabbi Yehuda explained: A peras is not less than fifteen days.
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From where is this inferred that peras means fifteen days?
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Rabbi Abbahu said: "Peros” means half.
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The Gemara asks: Half of what?
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It means half of the thirty days for reviewing the halachos of Pesach, like that which is taught in a Braisa: We ask and
expound in the halachos of Pesach thirty days before Pesach. Rabban Shimon ben Gamliel says: Two weeks, which is
fourteen days—or half of a thirty-day month.

n;wn MISHNAH
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The Mishnah taught: Ben Azzai says: On the twenty-ninth of Adar, on the first of Sivan, and on the twenty-ninth of Av.




GEMARA
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The Gemara asks: Regarding what do Rabbi Akiva—who says fifteen days before Pesach—and Ben Azzai—who specifies the

twenty-ninth of Adar—disagree?

1IN DOWR W BIP2 Y2 RT 1P 900 101 NP 101 19°17 TINSI TN 930 N2°RY 020
J11 R ¥°3R Y 0D DWW, Iywn) DOy a ¥Rt

Rabbi Akiva holds: The Adar adjacent to Nisan is sometimes full with thirty days and some times defective with twenty-
nine days; so sometimes fifteen days before Pesach falls on the thirtieth day of Adar, and sometimes it falls on the twenty-

ninth; and because of this he does not set a fixed calendar date for it, but rather specifies fifteen days before Pesach.
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And Ben Azzai holds: The Adar adjacent to Nisan is always defective, only twenty-nine days; therefore he sets a fixed

calendar date on the twenty-ninth of Adar.
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And regarding Ben Azzai's second date, on the first of Sivan: Since there are not many animals born between Adar and Sivan,
if you were to say that he should tithe earlier, then by the time the Yom Tov arrives, they will all be gone —already sold

and slaughtered—and none will be left for the festival pilg rims.
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The Mishnah stated that Ben Azzai sets the third time on the twenty-ninth of Ay, etc.

GEMARA
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The Gemara explains: Ben Azzai is following his own reasoning, as he said: The animals born in Elul are tithed by
themselves, because of a doubt whether Elul belongs to the previous year or the next year. Therefore, he sets the tithing date

before Elul begins, on twenty-nine Av.
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The Gemara asks: But let him require them to tithe on the thirtie th day of Av, which is the very last day before Elul!
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Sometimes they make Av defective with only twenty-nine days, so the thirtieth day would actually be the first of Elul; and we
need to make a noticeable distinction between new animals born in the new yearand old animals born in the previous year,

so he setiton twenty-nine Av.
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The Mishnah taught: Rabbi Elazar and Rabbi Shimon say: On the first of Nisan, on the first of Sivan, etc.

GEMARA
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On the first of Nisan is in accordance with Rabban Shimon ben Gamliel, who said: Two weeks before Pesach is the time

to start preparing, which falls on Rosh Chodesh Nisan.
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On the first of Sivan is as we explained regarding Ben Azzai, so there will be animals left for Shavuos.
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Setting the third time on the twenty-ninth of Elul—Rabbi Elazar and Rabbi Shimon are following their own reasoning,

as they say: On the first of Tishrei is Rosh HaShanah for animal tithes. So the year ends on twenty-nine Elul.
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The Mishnah asks: And why did they say on the twenty-ninth of Elul, and they did not say on the first of Tishrei?

ANSWER
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The Mishnah answers: Because it is Yom Tov, etc.

Y TN NPT TIYR? YT M piEvm

The Gemara asks on the Mishnah's reason: But let him derive it from the fact that we need to make a distinction between

new and old, and on Rosh Chodesh Tishrei the new year has already begun!
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The Gemara answers: The Tanna is saying one reason, and another reason. One reason is that we need to make a
distinction between new and old; and another reason is because itis Yom Tov, and it is impossible to tithe on Yom

Tovbecause of the sikrasa—the red paint used to mark the tenth animal, which is forbidden to paint on Yom Tov.

ngwn MISHNAH
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We learned in the Mishnah: Rabbi Meir says: On the first of Elul is Rosh HaShanah for animal tithes. Ben Azzai says, etc.

GEMARA
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It was taught in a Braisa, Ben Azzai said: Since these Sages (Rabbi Meir) say thus, that the new year is one Elul, and these
Sages (Rabbi Elazar and Rabbi Shimon) say thus, that it is one Tishrei, and I amin doubt who is correct, the animals born in

Elul are tithed by themselves.
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The Gemara asks on Ben Azzai: And let us see whose reason is more logical, and follow that opinion!
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And if you would say that he was not able to grasp their reasoning and decide between them,

OBJECTION
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was it not taught in a Braisa: Ben Azzai says: All the Sages of Yisrael are compared by me to a garlic peel, except for

this bald one —referring to Rabbi Akiva! So Ben Azzai was certainly brilliant enough to understand their reasons!
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Rabbi Yochanan said: They said it based on an oral tradition from their teachers, going back to Chagga, Zechariah,

and Malachi, so it was a tradition without explicit reasoning to analyze.
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It was taught in a Braisa: In what manner did Ben Azzai say that animals born in Elul are tithed by themselves?

STATEMENT
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If five animals were born to him in Av and five in Elul, they do not combine to make up the minimum ten required for tithing;

STATEMENT
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if five were born in Elul and five in Tishrei, they do not combine;

STATEMENT
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but if five were born in Tishrei of this year and five in Av of the next year, they combine!
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The Gemara asks: It is obvious! Since Tishrei to Av is all one tax year according to everyone, why wouldn't they combine?
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The Gemara answers: Lest you say: Just as the change of years divides herds into separate tithing groups, so too the passing of
the intermediate tithing threshing-floor dates divides them, even within the same year; therefore the Braisa comes to teach us

that threshing-floor dates do not prevent combining.
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This is as we learned in a Mishnah: Five born before Rosh HaShanah and five born after Rosh HaShanah do not

combine;

PROOF




J°270ER DK °9 — 17937 NN MmN 17iaT 187 nYnn

however, five born before the threshing floor date and five born after the threshing floor date do combine.

STATEMENT
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Rava said: According to the words of Ben Azzai, if five animals were born to him in Av, five in Elul, and five in Tishrei,

he brings them into the pen to be tithed,
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and he takes one of the animals born in Elul to be the tithe, and the remainder are exempt fromma'aser, whichever way

youlook at it:

EXPLANATION

If the first of Elul is Rosh Hashanah for animal tithe, then the five animals born in Elul and the five born in Tishrei combine
to form the requisite group of ten, and the five born in Av are exempt, since they belong to the previous year and there are not

ten of them;
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and if the first of Tishrei is Rosh Hashanah, then the animals of Av and Elul combine together to make ten, while those of

Tishrei are exempt. Either way, the animals of Elul are definitely obligated in ma'aser, whereas the rest are exempt.
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The Gemara challenges Rava's logic: What are you saying? Why should those born in Tishrei be exempt? Let them combine

with ano ther tithing period when more animals are born later in the year!
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The Gemara answers: The Torah said that the tithe must be a definite tenth, and not a doubtful tenth. Since there is a safek

whether these animals belonged to the past year's crop or the upcoming year's crop, they cannot be tithed.
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The Gemara asks on Rava: Isn'tit obvious that he takes one fromthe Elul group, since only their obligation is definite?
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The Gemara answers: Lest you say that the Sages should decree against tithing the Elul grouplest he come to take from

those born in Av or Tishrei by mistake, Rava teaches us that the Sages made no such decree.

n;wn MISHNAH
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MISHNAH: In what manner does one tithe his animals?
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He gathers theminto the pen, and makes a small opening for themso that two animals will not be able to exit as one,
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and they count: One, two, three, four, five, six, seven, eight, nine,
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and the one that emerges tenth, he marks with red paint and says: “This is ma'aser.”
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Ifhe did not mark it with red paint, or did not count them with a rod, or if he counted them while lying down or

standing still inside the pen, these are nevertheless validly tithed.
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However, if he had one hundred animals and simply took ten, or if he had ten and took one without counting themout one

by one, this is not ma'aser.
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Rabbi Yosei b'Rabbi Yehudah says: It is valid ma'aser.
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If one of those already counted jumped back into the pen among them, these uncounted animals in the pen are exempt

fromma'aser, because each one might be the animal that was already counted.
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If one of the tithed ones jumped back into the pen among them, creating a safek as to which animal is holy, all of them must

graze until they develop a blemish, and then they may be eaten in their blemished state by the owner.

GEMARA
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GEMARA: The Rabbis taught in a Braisa: In what manner does one tithe? He gathers theminto the pen, and makes a

small opening for themso that two will not be able to exit as one,
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their mothers are left standing outside and they are inside, and the mothers bleat, and the young animals exit to meet their

mother.
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The Gemara asks: And let him push them out himself!
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The Gemara answers: The posuk says, “shall pass” is written, meaning that it must pass on its own, and not that people

should make it pass by pushing it.
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The Gemara asks: And let him throw vegetables outside for themso they will go out to eatit! Why use the mothers?
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Rav Huna said: Using mothers is a Rabbinic decree onaccount of a purchased animal and on account of an orphan animal,

which are exempt from tithes; if vegetables were used, one might accidentally tithe them too.

BRAISA
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The Rabbis taught in a Braisa: The posuk says, “Whatever passes under the rod” (Vayikra 27:32)—this excludes a treifah,

which cannot pass under the rod due to its fatal defect.
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Itis a mitzvah to count them with a rod.
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Ifhe did not count them with a rod, or he counted them lying down or standing, from where do we know that they are

holy?
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The posuk states: “The tenth shall be holy,” implying that it becomes holy in any case.
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And I have derived only a case where he called its name “tenth”; from where do we know it is holy even if he did not call

its name “tenth”?

The posuk states: “Shall be holy,” teaching that it is holy in any case.
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I might have thought that if he had one hundred and took ten, or ten and took one, I might have thought they should be
tithed;
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therefore the posuk states: “The tenth,” and this is not a tenth because he did not count them.
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Rabbi Yosei b'Rabbi Yehudah says: It is valid ma'aser.

QUESTION
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The Gemara asks: What is the ta'am of Rabbi Yosei b'Rabbi Yehudah?
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He holds like Abba Elazar ben Gomel, as it was taught in a Braisa that Abba Elazar ben Gomel says: The posuk says, “And
your terumah shall be reckoned to you” (Bamidbar 18:27) —the posuk speaks of two terumos: one is Terumah Gedolah,

and one is Terumas Ma'aser.
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Just as Terumah Gedolah is taken by estimation and by thought, so too animal tithe can be set aside by estimation without

exact counting.

S UMMARY

The Gemara clarifies that the Chachamim et three fixed times for animal tithes to ensure a supply of animals for festival
pilgrims, as people naturally prefer to performa mitzvah with their property before selling or eating the rest. The Gemara
explains the machlokes between Rabbi Akiva and Ben Azzai regarding the pre-Pesach date, noting how their views depend on
whether Adar adjacent to Nisan can be a full month or is always defective. We then explore the opinions of Rabbi Elazar and
Rabbi Shimon, explaining why their third date falls on the twenty-ninth of Elul rather than Rosh HaShanah itself, both to
separate the old year's animals from the new and because painting the red mark (sikrasa) on the tenth animal is forbidden on
Yom Tov. Finally, the Gemara discusses Ben Azzai's practice of tithing Elul-born animals by themselves due to his safek
between Rabbi Meir and Rabbi Elazar/Rabbi Shimon, establishing through Rabbi Yochanan that this doubt stemmed from

tradition passed down from the Nevi'im Chagga, Zechariah, and Malachi.




TWYR? WHAT TO TAKE HO ME

The Gemara is bothered by a very basic question: why does a Yid wait for these fixed zmanim of the goren to tithe his
animals? After all, lichoira, before the zman arrives, he is allowed to sell or shacht them without tithing them first! The
Gemara gives a beautiful teretz: nichai lei d'lis'avid mitzvah b'mamoneih, a Jew naturally takes pleasure when a mitzvah is

done with his money, so he willingly waits to do the mitzvah first and only then sell and eat the rest.

Look at what the Tanna is telling us about who we really are. A person could easily think, why drag out the process? Why
hold back my profits when I can sell my flock right now, completely kosher, without any extra work? But Chazal reveal to us
the deepratzon of a Yid. A Jew doesn't look for quick shortcuts to bypass a mitzvah. Deep down, our ultimate cheishek is for
our physical assets, our hard-earned mamon, to be used for Hashem's sake. That desire is so strong that a person will delay his

own business just so his animals can serve a higher purpose.

This is a major chiddush for our daily avodah. We live in a world that constantly pushes us to ask, what is the fastest, easiest
way to get things done? But when it comes to Yiddishkeit, we don't just want to be yotzei or get away with the bare
minimum. We actually want the mitzvah in our possessions. When you write a check for tzedakah, pay for your children's
chinuch, or buy food for Shabbos, don't view it as an expense or a burden. Feel that deep inner simcha: Hashemgave me

mamon, and I amzocheh to make it into a mitzvah.

Today, when you spend money on a mitzvah or pause your work to davening or learning, pause for one second and feel the

warmth of that choice. Say to yourself, I amglad that my money and ny time are being used for Hashem.
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L CHAPTER PREVIEW

We begin our learning of Pirkei Avos by establishing the golden chain of the mesorah, tracing how Moshe Rabbeinu received
the Torah at Sinai and passed it down through the generations. This holy transmission went from Yehoshua to the elders, the
prophets, and the Men of the Great Assembly, showing us that our oral tradition is unbroken and divine. From there, the

chapter introduces the early pairs of Sages, the Zugos, who carried the torch of Torah with immense holiness.

As we delve into their teachings, we find fundamental guidance for our daily avodah and yiras Shamayim. The Sages guide
us on how to build a home of Torah, how to conduct ourselves in judgment, how to treat our fellow Jews with warmth, and
how to guard our speech. We are introduced to the timeless wisdom of Hillel and Shammai, who teach us the path of peace,
diligence in learning, and serving Hashem with absolute sincerity.

All introductions, summaries, and contextual notes are the editor’s commentary and are not part of the original text.
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Mishna 1- The Chain of Torah Transmission and the Three Directives of the Great Assembly
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and the elders to the elders and Yehoshua  to Yehoshua  and transmitted it from Sinai  Torah received Moshe
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three said They the Great  the Assembly to the Men of transmitted it and the prophets  to the prophets
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for the Torah a fence and make many disciples and establish  in judgment  deliberate Be things

This Mishnab establishesthe unbroken chain of Torab transmission from Sinai down to the Sages of the Great Assembly, who provided foundational

guidance for judges and teachers.
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on say would  he the Great the Assembly from the remnantsof  was  the Righteous ~ Shimon
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acts of and on the Temple service and on the Torah  on stands the world things three
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kindness

Shimon the Righteous teachesthat the existence of the world depends upon Torah study, the Temple service, and acts of lovingkindness.
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be do not say would  he the Righteous from Shimon received Socho a man of Antigonus
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like servants  be but  areward toreceive condition on the master — who serve like servants
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Heaven the fearof andletbe areward toreceive condition on not the master — who serve
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upon you

Antigonusof Socho teaches that one should serve Hashem without the expectation of receiving a reward, while maintaining a constant fear of Heaven.
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Yose fromthem received Yerushalayim manof Yochanan ben and Yose Zeredah manof Yoezer ben Yose
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and be  for the Sages meeting a house of your house let be says Zeredah man of Yoezer ben
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their words —  with thirst  drinking and be their feet in the dust of attaching yourself

Yose ben Yoezer and Yose ben Yochanan transmit the tradition, advising one to make their home a gathering place for Sages.

.'ItTZ? NEI oy n U ’w VAYRY 29 IND QQD ] Mishna 5 - Hospitality to the Poor and Limiting Conversation with Women
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and let be wide open  your house letbe says Yerushalayim  a man of Yochanan sonof Yose
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they said  with his wife the woman with conversation increase and donot yourhousehold membersof poor people
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increases thata man the time all the Sages said fromhere his fellow with the wife of and heavy a light
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and his end Torah from words of and desists  to himself evil  he causes the woman with conversation
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Yose ben Yochanan teaches the importance of keeping a home open to the poor and warns against excessive conversation with women, which distracts from

Torah study.




| : Cl q’? n:P’ :-l :]17 I'I'CZ? s_’ Mishna 6 - Appointing a Teacher, Acquiring a Companion, and Judging Others Favorably
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says Perachyah sonof Yehoshua fromthem received the Arbelite and Nittai Perachyah son of Yehoshua
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man every — judging andbe a companion foryourself andacquire a teacher foryourself make

:M37 N2

merit  to the scale of

This Mishnab teaches the importance of spiritual mentorship, friendship, and giving others the benefit of the doubt.

s’tpj}:ﬂ 57"1 1 3T§7 7: i'li??:l -1 U Mishna 7 - Distancing Oneself from an Evil Neighbor and the Wicked
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with the wicked ~ associate  and donot whoisevil froma neighbor distance yourself says the Arbelite Nittai
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retribution of despair and do not

Nittai the Arbelite warns against associating with bad influences and reminds us that divine justice isinevitable.

1’1 t‘ 9? y; ﬂy 121 t‘ .ﬂ;:lltl Mishna 8- The Conduct of a Judge Toward Litigants
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says Tabbai sonof Yehudah fromthem received Shetach sonof and Shimon Tabbai sonof Yehudah
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standing  judgment the mastersof and whenare the judges like the arrangersof yourself  make  donot
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they should be  from before you and when they are like wicked ones in youreyes they should be  before you

dismissed
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the judgment —  upon themselves when they accepted like innocent ones in your eyes

Yebudah ben Tabbai teaches that a judge must remain completely impartial, avoiding advocacy and viewing both parties equally during and after the

trial.
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Mishna 9- Thorough Interrogation of Witnesses and Caution in the Words of Judges
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careful and be the witnesses —  toinvestigate much be says Shetach son of  Shimon
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to lie they will learn  from within them lest with your words




Shimon ben Shetach warns judges to cross-examine witnesses thoroughly and to speak carefully so as not to inadvertently teach them howto fabricate

testimony.

m :;ﬁ—tl n B’J!ZH ﬂ; N? 73 tl n ; EI?S Mishna 10- Loving Work and Shunning Lovdship and G ent Intimacy
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— and hate work — love says Shemaiah  fromthem received and Abtalion Shemaiah
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to the ruling authority make yourself known and donot lordship

Shemaiah and Abtalion teach the importance of honest labor, avoiding positionsof power, and keeping a safe distance from the ruling authorities.
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Mishna 11- A Warning to Sages to Guard Their Words to Prevent Desecration of Heaven's Name
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exile  the obligation of you will obligate lest with your words  be careful Sages says Avtalyon
DDSINN DON2T DOTURPAN AWM ,DOYNT oon Dipnd 122
after you who come the disciples and they will drink the evil waters toa place of and you will be exiled
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is profaned Heaven the Name of and it will be found and they will die

Avtalyon warns Torah scholars to speak with extreme precision so that heretical disciples do not misinterpret their words and stray after false doctrines.

Mishna 12 The Conduct of Hillel to Love Peace and Draw Creations Close to Torah
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loving Aharon of  fromthe disciples  be says Hillel fromthem received and Shammai Hillel
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to the Torah and drawing them the creations — loving peace and pursuing  peace
close

Hillel teaches that one should emulate Abaron the Koben Gadol by actively pursuing peace and bringing people closer to the Torah through love.

i'l'ﬂj.'n ’? | D::1 ﬂlg.}: lpEkeloh Mishna 13- The Danger of Secking Fame and Neglecting Torah Study
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ceases add and one who does not  hisname destroys his name one who makes great say used to  He
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This Mishnah warns against using Torah knowledge for self-aggrandizement and emphasizes the necessity of continnous study.
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SIN T REYR CINWSY % om 0% CaN PN ON RN M NI

amI  what fornyselfalone And whenIam isforme who formyself I not If say used to  He
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Hillel teaches that a person must take personal responsibility for their own spiritual growth and act without delay.
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Mishna 15 - Making Torah Study Fixed, Speaking Little and Doing Much, and Welcoming Everyone Warmly
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—  receiving and be much and do little say fixed  your Torah  make says Shammai
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face expression of witha cheerful  person  every

Shammai teachesthe importance of establishing a fixed schedule for Torah study, prioritizing actions over words, and greeting every person with a

pleasant and welcoming countenance.

175 Q t‘ T 73 I-IE U ﬂ tﬁ :1_ qb HW §7 Mishna 16 - Appointing a Teacher and Avoiding Donbt and Estimations in Tithing
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and donot  doubt from and remove yourself a teacher foryourself make say would Gamliel Rabban
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by estimation  to tithe increase

Rabban Gamliel teachesthe importance of establishing a halachic authority to resolve donbts and avoiding guesswork when performing mitzvos like

tithing.
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better for the body did I find and not the Sages among Igrewup nydays all says hisson  Shimon
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who increases and anyone the action but  the main thing is the study  and not silence than
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sin brings words

Shimon the son of Rabban Gamliel teachesthat silence isthe best path for the body, and that practical action is superior to mere study and excessive

speech.




Mishna 18 - Justice Truth and Peace Upon Which the World Stands
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justice  on stands the world things three on says Gamliel ben  Shimon  Rabban
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judge peace  and judgmentof truth 8 Zechariah asitissaid peace and on truth and on
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in your gates

Rabban Shimon ben Gamliel teaches that the preservation of human society depends upon the three pillars of justice, truth, and peace.

CHAPTER SUMMARY

The chapter opens with the Men of the Great Assembly and Shimon the Righteous establishing the pillars of the world,
followed by Antigonus of Socho's warning to serve Hashem without expecting reward. We then progress through the
teachings of the Zugos: Yose ben Yoezer and Yose ben Yochanan on bringing Sages and the poor into our homes; Yehoshua
ben Perachiah and Nittai the Arbelite on acquiring teachers and avoiding evil neighbors; Yehudah ben Tabbai and Shimon
ben Shetach on careful justice; and Shemaiah and Abtalion on avoiding the ruling power and guarding one’s words. Finally,
Hillel and Shammai teach us to pursue peace, fix our Torah study, and receive everyone with a pleasant countenance,
leading into the instructions of Rabban Gamaliel and his son Shimon on silence and action, and concluding with Rabban

Shimon ben Gamaliel's declaration that the world stands on justice, truth, and peace.

TPYR? WHAT TO TAKE HOME

My dear friend, look at how this first chapter of Pirkei Avos begins. It does not start with abstract philosophies, but with a
chain of transmission: Moshe received the Torah from Sinai and passed it down, generation after generation, until it reached
us. This tells us that our Torah is not a theory; itis a living, breathing legacy of connection. When you learn, you are not just
reading a book, you are joining a chain of holy souls. And what do these sages tell us? They tell us that the world stands on
Torah, avodah, and gemilus chasadim, and that the ultimate goal of all our learning is not just to speak, but to do. Shimon his

son says it clearly: 'Study is not the most important thing, but actions.’

Think about Shammai's golden rule: 'Say little, but do much, and receive all men with a pleasant countenance." How often
do we promise ourselves or others big things, only to fall short? The Torah wants us to build our lives on quiet, solid action.
When you greet another Yid with a warm, genuine smile, you are literally sustaining the world. You are bringing the peace

and truth that Rabban Shimon ben Gamaliel says keeps the world standing.

Let us also take to heart the famous words of Hillel: 'If T am not for nyself, who is for me? But if T am for my own self, whatam
I? And if not now, when?' We cannot wait for someone else to do our avodah for us, nor can we live only for ourselves. We

must step up, take responsibility for our spiritual growth, and do it today, without putting it off.

Today, choose one small, concrete action instead of just talking about it. When you meet someone, greet them with a
genuine, warmsmile and a pleasant countenance, and make a fixed five minutes to learn Torah today without any

distractions.
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These are the five kapitlach of Tehillimsaid every single day: 32, 43, 83, 121, and 130, each set word for word with its English

meaning. They are gathered here as one section so the whole daily Tehillim can be said and downloaded together.

All introductions and contextual notes are the editor's commentary and are not part of the original text.
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When you feel weighed down by your mistakes, do not keepsilent or try to hide them. Open your heart to Hashemin honest
confession, and then immediately shift your focus to absolute trust in His forgiveness and constant protection, knowing that

He never slumbers and is always guarding your steps.

Today, the moment you feel a heavy heart or a sense of spiritual distance, stop what you are doing, speak to Hashemin your

own words to acknowledge your mistake, and then say out loud: "My help is from Hashem, who forgives and guards ny soul.'
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