*»%9 oy ¥wnin - PARSHAS HASHAVUA

"3 - N8 - "W DY Wi

Complete Word-for-Word Interlinear - Navy & Gold Edition

CVAYETZEI - 2ND ALIYAH )

L) CHAPTER PREVIEW

In this aliyah, Yaakov Avinu arrives in the land of the Easterners after his journey from Be'er Sheva. Upon coming to a well in
the field, he finds local shepherds waiting around a massive stone covering the well's mouth, unable to water their sheep until
all the herds gather to lift it together. Yaakov engages themin conversation, asking about his uncle Lavan, just as Lavan's

daughter Rachel approaches with her father's flock.

Upon seeing Rachel and Lavan's sheep, Yaakov exhibits extraordinary strength and single-handedly rolls the heavy stone oft
the well to water the flock. After greeting Rachel and weeping, Yaakov reveals his identity to her. Rachel runs to inform
Lavan, who hurries to welcome his nephew into his home. After Yaakov stays with Lavan for a month, Lavan offers to set his
wages, and the Torah introduces us to Lavan's two daughters, Leah and Rachel.

All introductions, summaries, and contextual notes are the editor’s commentary and are not part of the original text.
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hisheart  lifted ~ with protection that he was promised ~ good news from wheninformed  hisfeet = Yaakov And he lifted
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in Bereishis Rabbah it is explained  so towalk  swift and he became hisfeet ——
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for by it crouching  sheep flocks of three there and behold in the field a well and behold and he saw
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the well  the mouth of upon waslarge and the stone  the flocks  they watered that the well ~ from
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concise  inalanguage spoke andtheverse  the flocks —  the shepherds water the flocks ~ They would water
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and watered the well the mouth of fromupon the stone — androlled  the flocks all there  and gathered
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to its place the well  the mouthof upon the stone — andreturned the sheep —
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large thestone  thatwas because togather  theywere accustomed And were gathered
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tospeak alternates continuousaction expressionof every  androlling  andits Targum and they would roll and they rolled
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hasbeen already always thathappens thing thatevery accordingto past andinthelanguageof future inthelanguage of
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tobe and is destined

A

02N RN aavwm

and they put back its translation And they restored
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are we from Charan And they said are you fromwhere My brothers Yaakov tothem And he said
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we know  And they said Nachor the son of Lavan —  Doyouknow tothem And he said
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with is coming his daughter Rachel and behold  peace and they said tohim Isthere peace tothem And he said
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the flock
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isabove  theaccent came and Rachel iscoming andits translation isonthealef theaccent theflock with iscoming
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pastaction isanexpressionof and thesecond presentaction isanexpressionof  the first she came and its translation on the beis
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pasture and go the flock  water  the livestock togather time itisnot isgreat the day still behold And he said
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the livestock togather that they want he thought  lying down them  thathesaw Because ishigh theday yet Lo
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youare hired workers if  thatistosay ishigh theday yet Lo tothem hesaid further graze andnot home
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gathering time for itisnot so eventhough areyours theanimals andif theday theworkof completed youhave not
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Rabbah Bereshis and soon the livestock
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fromupon the stone — andtheyroll  the flocks all  will be gathered  that  until wecan not And they said
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the sheep and we water  the well  the mouth of
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large that the stoneis because  togive water . We cannot
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future isaformof thatit because and theywill-roll istranslated this and they roll
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for belonged to her father  which the flock with came and Rachel withthem speaking While he was still
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she was a shepherdess
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the flock of and — his mother brother of Lavan daughterof Rachel —  Yaakov saw when and it was
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the well ~ the mouthof fromupon the stone — androlled Yaakov and stepped near his mother brotherof Lavan
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his mother brother of Lavan the flockof —  and watered
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toinform you a flask the mouth of fromupon thestopper —  whoremoves likeone androlled Yaakov Anddrew near
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Rabbah  Bereishis was great that his strength
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and wept hisvoice =~ — andraised Rachel Yaakov and kissed
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anotherexplanation ~ forburial ~ withhim entering thatsheisnot of holiness with the spirit that he foresaw because And he wept
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rings  inhishands were myfather fatherof servantof  Eliezer he said empty with hands that he came because
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by command of Esav sonof Eliphaz thatpursued because anything inmyhand thereisno andI anddelicacies and bracelets
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he withheld Yitzchak  of  inlapof  Eliphaz thatgrewup andbecause andovertook him tokillhim after him hisfather
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what take Yaakov tohim said myfather of regardingthe command shallldo what tohim hesaid hishands
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like a dead person is considered anda poor man that s in my hand
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and told and she ran  he Rivkah son of andthat he  herfather akinsmanof that toRachel Yaakov and told
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if and its Midrashic weare  brothers men justas toherfather arelative heis herfather brotherof for
exposition
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Rivkah thesonof Iam also heis upright aperson andif in deceit his brother Tam also comes he for deceit
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the righteous  his sister
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Bereishis ~ him except totell ~ forher wasthere andnot haddied thathermother because herfather And she told
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and he embraced  toward him  and he ran  hissister son of Yaakov the newsof — Lavan when hearing And it was
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the matters all — toLavan andhe related hishouse to  and he brought him him and he kissed him
TP
these
"
my2 IN2Y NI NP3 T3y MW LWL NI 1imm MDD ANNTpS o
with ten here  came the housechold theservantof forbehold ladenwith hewas money thinking towardshim Andheran
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laden camels
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inhis bosom and behold they he brought gold coins  perhaps hesaid anything withhim hesaw whennot Andheembraced
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Bereshis Rabbah are in his mouth and they he brought pearls perhaps hesaid him And he kissed
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from him his money and that they took his brother coercionof from within ~ but  hecame thatnot tolaban And he told
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days amonthof withhim and he stayed youare and nyflesh mybone surely Lavan tohim And he said
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inyourhand andthereisnot  since  intothehouse togatheryou forme thereisno fromnow andmyflesh mybone surely
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forfree wasnot this andeven hedid andso ofdays amonth toyou Iwillattend kinship becauseof but  anything
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his sheep shepherding for he was
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me tell for nothing  that you should serve  youare ny brother Isitbecause toYaakov Lavan And he said
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for free youshould serve me youare thatmybrother because andisit wonder anexpressionof  you my brother isit
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avav ifoneadds past inthetenseof thatis word every andso andyoushallserve Me islike and youshallserve Me
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tothe future the word reverses  andit atits beginning
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was Rachel the younger and the name of wasLeah the older the name of daughters were two And to Laban
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appearance and beautiful of form  beautiful of was and Rachel were tender Leah and the eyes of
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in foreign tongue
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her facial features the splendorof ~ itis ~ Appearance

CHAPTER SUMMARY

This aliyah describes Yaakov Avinu's arrival at the well in Aram, his encounter with the local shepherds, and his meeting with
Rachel, which prompts him to effortlessly roll the massive stone off the well. After Lavan eagerly receives Yaakov into his
household and Yaakov resides there for a month, Lavan initiates a discussion regarding Yaakov's wages, leading into the

introduction of Leah and Rachel.
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The pasuk tells us right at the beginning of the aliya, "Vayisa Yaakov raglav”, Yaakov lifted his feet and went on his way.
Rashi brings a wonderful chiddush here: once Yaakov received the divine promise of protection from Hashemat Bais El, his
heart lifted him up. His feet became light and easy to carry. Lichoira, nothing in his physical reality had changed yet. He was
still a penniless fugitive on his way to the house of Laban, far away fromhis parents. Yet, because he carried inside himself the

clear emunah that Hashem was with him, the heavy journey suddenly felt weightless.

This is 2 major yesod for our own daily avodah. So often in life, we feel weighed down by our responsibilities, our parnassah
worries, or whatever nisayon Hashem puts in front of us. We feel like our feet are made of lead and we are just dragging
ourselves through the day. The Torah is coming to teach us that the heaviness does not come from the physical burden itself;
it comes from feeling alone in the struggle. The moment a Yid reminds himself that Hashemis walking right beside him,
holding his hand through every single step, the entire picture changes. Mimeila, the burden softens and the heart lifts the

feet.

When you go about your day today and feel a moment of strain or exhaustion, pause for ten seconds and bring Hashem into
the room. Tell yourself, "Hashemis with me, protecting me and guiding my steps just like He did for Yaakov Avinu.” See how

that bitachon instantly lightens your spirit and gives you fresh koach to serve Him with joy.

Takeaway for today: Before starting a difficult task today, say outloud, "Hashem, I know You are with me,” and feel the

weight lift off your shoulders.
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L) THE SUGYA

In this sugya, the Gemara delves into the mechanics of sanctifying ma'aser behemah and explores whether the tenth animal
needs explicit verbal designation or if it automatically becomes holy on its own. Drawing comparisons between animal tithes
and grain tithes, the Gemara examines various braisos to trace the exact source for Rava's shitta regarding the automatic

kedushah of the tenth animal inside the pen.

We then move into a fascinated shakla v'tarya concerning errors made during the counting process. The Gemara analyzes the
status of the ninth or eleventh animal mistakenly called "tenth’, evaluating Rabbi Shimon's kal v'chomer and exploring how a
'count fit to reach ten’ affects the obligation of the entire flock.

All introductions, summaries, and contextual notes are the editor's commentary and are not part of the original text.
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Just as terumah gedolah can be designated in thought without explicit verbalization, so too terumas ma'aser is taken by

estimation and by thought alone;
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and the Merciful One calls ma'aser rishon "te rumah,”
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as it is written: "For the tithe of the Children of Israel which they raise up to Hashem as terumah, I have given to the

Levi'im as an inheritance.”
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And now, ma'aser behemah is juxtaposed to ma'aser dagan (grain tithe),
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just as grain tithe is taken by estimation and by thought, so too animal tithe is taken by estimation and by thought.

Thus we see that verbal counting is not strictly necessary for animal tithe.




STATEMENT
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Rava says: The tenth animal becomes holy on its own, automatically, even if it was never counted or explicitly designated.
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The Gemara asks: From where does Rava know this principle?

RO R RPN

If we say he derives it from that which is taught in a braisa:
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"I only have a source that it becomes holy in a case where he called its name 'tenth’; from where do I know a case where he

did not call its name 'tenth'?
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The verse states: "The tenth shall be holy'—in any case,” implying it becomes holy automatically even if not named tenth.
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The Gemara rejects this proof: But perhaps that braisa is discussing a case where he didn't call it "tenth’, but he did call it

'holy"? So it doesn't prove it becomes sanctified completely on its own without any speech!
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Rather, perhaps Rava derives it from that which is taught in this braisa:
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Ifhe called the ninth animal 'tenth’, and the tenth came out and he did not speak atall, the ninth is eateninits

blemished state, and the tenth is holy as tithe. Here we see the tenth becomes holy even though he didn't utter a word!
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The Gemara rejects this proof too: But perhaps it is different there, because the tenth was clearly clarified by the fact thatit

emerged fromthe pen;




ISPy SINNT ORI ON

or alternatively, perhaps he pointed at it as it came out, so there was an action, whereas here where it stayed in the pen, it

wouldn't become holy on its own!
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Rather, Rava derives his ruling from that which is taught in this braisa:
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If he called the ninth 'tenth’, and the tenth died in the pen, the ninth is eateninits blemished state, and all of them are

€xe mpt fromma'aser.

PUPipy MR WIPT DR IND 1PNVD DI NRYY XD

The Gemara analyzes: What is the reason that all of them are exempt? Is it not because the tenth became holy onits own

inside the pen, thus exempting the flock?
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The Gemara rejects: But perhaps they were exempted because of a count fit to reach ten, as Rava himself says: A count

fit to reach ten exempts the animals from tithe even if no tenth was actually separated!
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Rather, Rava derives it from that which is taught in a braisa:
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If he called the ninth ‘tenth’, and the tenth remained in the pen, the ninth is eaten inits blemished state, and the tenth

is ma'aser! This explicitly proves that the tenth becomes holy even while remaining inside the pen.
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The Gemara asks a contradiction: But isn't it taught in ano ther braisa: The ninth is total chullin (secular), not requiring a

blemish to be eaten?
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A tanna recited a braisa before Rav Sheshet: Whose view is this ruling that the ninth is sanctified? It is Rabbi Shimon ben
Yehuda,
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as it is taught in a braisa: Rabbi Shimon ben Yehuda says in the name of Rabbi Shimon:
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The Baraisa according to Rabbi Shimon states: Even the ninth animal that was mistakenly called the tenth is not sanctified
unless the name of “tenth” was uprooted from the actual tenth animal itself, meaning that the tenth animal was also called by

a WI'OIlg name.
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And logical reasoning dictates this result:
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If regarding the eleventh animal mistakenly called tenth, which creates a sanctity to be offered up on the mizbe'ach asa

shelamim, yet it is not sanctified unless the name of “tenth” was uprooted from the tenth animal itself;
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then regarding the ninth animal mistakenly called tenth, which does not create a sanctity to be offered up asa korban, but is
merely eaten after developing a mum, is it not logical that if the name of “tenth” was uprooted from the tenth animal itself,

then yes, it becomes holy, but if not, then no, it does not become holy at all?
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The Gemara rejects this kal v'chomer: That itself is what dictates the opposite logic!
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Regarding the eleventh animal, which creates a sanctity to be offered up, its halocha is strict: if the name of tenth was

uprooted from the tenth animal, then yes, it becomes holy; if not, then no, it does not become holy.

EXPLANATION
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However, regarding the ninth animal, which does not create a sanctity to be offered up, perhaps it becomes sanctified even

though the name of tenth was not uprooted from the tenth animal!
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Or alternatively, you can refute it another way: Regarding the eleventh animal, where the tenth has already been clarified
and designated before the eleventh came out, if the name of tenth was uprooted from the tenth animal, then yes, it becomes

holy, but if not, then no, it does not become holy.
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Whereas regarding the ninth animal, where the tenth has not yet been clarified when the ninth emerges, it becomes sanctified

even though the name of “tenth” was not uprooted from the tenth animal later!

STATEMENT
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The Gemara concludes: There is nothing more to be said to uphold Rabbi Shimon's proof, and his view is refuted.
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Rava said: A count that was fit to reach ten exempts the animals counted fromma'aser, even if the count was interrupted

before reaching ten.
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The Gemara asks: From where does Rava have this halocha?
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If we say he derives it from that which we learned in our Mishnah: If one of the counted animals jumped back into them,

into the pen among those that were not yet counted, all of them are exempt from ma'aser;
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and we analyze it: As for the counted animals themselves that were exempted, is it not because they were counted with a

count that was fit to reach ten?
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The Gemara rejects this: But perhaps that Mishnah is talking about a case where he had already tithed over them, meaning

the tenth animal had already emerged and tithed those that came before it!

112IN7 179ynT 1 230 N7 DMK NO8R KT KA

The Gemara pushes back: You cannot say that, for behold, the sefa teaches a separate case: If one of those that were tithed

jumped back into them! This implies the reisha is dealing with animals that were counted but not yet tithed!
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The Gemara answers: And perhaps what does “tithed” mean in the sefa? It means the actual ma'aser specifically, the tenth
animal itself! The language is also precise, as it teaches: All of themshall graze, which is a stringency that applies when a true

ma'aser animal gets mixed in, but not merely counted animals. So Rava could not have proven his rule from there.
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Rather, Rava said: The posuk says, "Whatever shall pass under the rod, the tenth shall be holy” —implying that animals that

are yet to pass require tithing, and not an animal that has already passed.

PNYPR NI — AP YT 7K 773 139 N

Now, what is this animal that has already passed? If you say it means that he already tithed over them, does that need to

be said? Obviously once an animal is tithed, it doesn't need to be tithed again!
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Rather, is it not referring to animals that were exempted through a count that was fit to reach ten? The Gemara concludes:

Learn from this that it is so.
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It was taught in a Baraisa in accordance with Rava:

— D TN Y TR MR T2 19°35M BN Y My B )

Ifa person had tenlambs and brought them into the pen, and he counted five, and then one of them died—
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if one of the counted ones died, he continues counting and completes the ten upon them, because the count of five was

broken and was not a fit count;
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and if one of those that were not counted died, the counted ones are exempt, because at the time they were counted it
was a minyan haraui, a count fit to reach ten, and those that were not counted combine at another threshing floor season

to be tithed.

STATEMENT
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And Rava said: If a person had fourteen lambs and brought them into a pen, and six came out through this opening on

one side, and four came out through that opening on the other side, and four remained inside the pen:

STATEMENT
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Regarding those four that remained, if they came out through the opening of the six, combining with them to make ten, he
takes one of them as ma'aser for the ten, and the remaining four (fromthe other opening) combine at another threshing

floor season;
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and if not, meaning they did not come out through the door of six, then the six are exempt because they were part of a fit count

of fourteen, and the two groups of four and four combine at another threshing floor season.

STATEMENT

If four came out through this opening, and six through that opening, and four remained inside —
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if those four came out through the opening of the six, he takes one of them as ma'aser for that ten, and the rest, the

original four from the other door, are exempt because they belonged to a fit count of fourteen;

STATEMENT
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and if not, the four and the six are exempt because both counts were fit to reach ten, and the four remaining ones combine

at another threshing floor season.

STATEMENT

If four came out through this opening, and four through that opening, and six remained inside—




STATEMENT
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if those six came out through one of the openings, he takes one of them as ma'aser to join the four fromthat door, and the

rest are exempt;

STATEMENT
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and if not, if three went out each door, the four and four are exempt, and the six combine at another threshing floor

season.
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The Gemara asks: What is this coming to teach us? That a count fit to reach ten exempts? But Rava already said it once!
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The Gemara answers: Lest you say: Only a definite count fit to reach ten do we say exempts, but a doubtful count fit to
reach ten—where it is fit for here and fit for there, as it could potentially join either exit—we do not say it exempts; therefore

Rava comes to teach us that even a doubtful minyan haraui exempts.
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And Rava said: If a person had fifteen lambs, he should not say: “I will select ten, put them into the pen, and take one

from them as ma'aser, and the remaining five will be exempt” without putting themin the pen;
g p p g pe

STATEMENT
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rather, he must bring all of them into the pen, and release ten, and take one from them, and the re maining five combine

at another threshing floor season.
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It was also taught in a Baraisa like this: If a person had fifteen lambs,

SUMMARY
The Gemara demonstrates that just as terumah gedolah and ma'aser dagan can be designated through thoughtand
estimation, ma'aser behemah likewise does not strictly require explicit verbal counting. Rava establishes that the tenth animal

becomes holy automatically, a principle the Gemara proves froma braisa where the tenth remains in the pen after the ninth was




mistakenly called 'tenth’. The Gemara then analyzes Rabbi Shimon's opinion regarding the ninth animal, refuting his logic
that it depends on uprooting the status of the tenth. Finally, the Gemara introduces Rava's rule that a count fit to reach ten
exempts the counted animals from future ma'aser obligations, even if the counting was interrupted before the tenth animal

actually emerged.

TYYR? WHAT TO TAKE HOME

Rava teaches us a remarkable chiddush on our daf: "asiri me'elav hu kadosh”, the tenth animal becomes holy on its own.
When a Yid counts his flock and reaches ten, that tenth animal becomes kedosh ma'aser even if he never opened his mouth to
say the word "asiri.” The inherent kedushah of Hashem's mitzvah rests upon it automatically, simply because it reached the

place where it belonged.

There is a deeply inspiring lesson here for our own avodah. A person might sometimes feel small, disconnected, or uninspired.
You might think, "I didn't say the tefillah with enough kavana,” or "I amnot on a high spiritual madreiga right now." But the
Torah is revealing to us that kedushah is not always created by our brilliant words or intense feelings. When you step up to do
a mitzvah, when you put yourself in the place of Hashems ratzon, the kedushah is activated me'elav, on its own. By virtue of

you being there and standing counted as part of Hashem(s nation, Hashem rests His holiness upon you.

Don't wait until you feel perfect or spiritually inspired to do what is right. Just put yourself in the room, open the sefer, or
stand up to davening. Set yourself in place for the mitzvah, and trust that Hashem's kedushah will automatically rest upon

your actions.

Today, performone mitzvah, whether opening a sefer or giving a coin to tzedakah, without waiting for the "right mood,"

relying on the reality that doing the act itself brings Hashem's kedushah.
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L CHAPTER PREVIEW

We begin our learning of Pirkei Avos by establishing the golden chain of the mesorah, tracing how Moshe Rabbeinu received
the Torah at Sinai and passed it down through the generations. This holy transmission went from Yehoshua to the elders, the
prophets, and the Men of the Great Assembly, showing us that our oral tradition is unbroken and divine. From there, the

chapter introduces the early pairs of Sages, the Zugos, who carried the torch of Torah with immense holiness.

As we delve into their teachings, we find fundamental guidance for our daily avodah and yiras Shamayim. The Sages guide
us on how to build a home of Torah, how to conduct ourselves in judgment, how to treat our fellow Jews with warmth, and
how to guard our speech. We are introduced to the timeless wisdom of Hillel and Shammai, who teach us the path of peace,
diligence in learning, and serving Hashem with absolute sincerity.

All introductions, summaries, and contextual notes are the editor’s commentary and are not part of the original text.
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Mishna 1- The Chain of Torah Transmission and the Three Directives of the Great Assembly
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and the elders to the elders and Yehoshua  to Yehoshua  and transmitted it from Sinai  Torah received Moshe
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three said They the Great  the Assembly to the Men of transmitted it and the prophets  to the prophets
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for the Torah a fence and make many disciples and establish  in judgment  deliberate Be things

This Mishnab establishesthe unbroken chain of Torab transmission from Sinai down to the Sages of the Great Assembly, who provided foundational

guidance for judges and teachers.

7 n 1 y n? 1 ya nn’b SJW =’1 ;7 U Mishna 2- The Three Pillars Upon Which the World Stands
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on say would  he the Great the Assembly from the remnantsof  was  the Righteous ~ Shimon
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acts of and on the Temple service and on the Torah  on stands the world things three
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kindness

Shimon the Righteous teachesthat the existence of the world depends upon Torah study, the Temple service, and acts of lovingkindness.
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be do not say would  he the Righteous from Shimon received Socho a man of Antigonus
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like servants  be but  areward toreceive condition on the master — who serve like servants
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Heaven the fearof andletbe areward toreceive condition on not the master — who serve
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upon you

Antigonusof Socho teaches that one should serve Hashem without the expectation of receiving a reward, while maintaining a constant fear of Heaven.

D’?ﬁ.:) U 792 :1 1-111 n U N? ; i? Mishna 4 - The Transmission of Torah and Honoring the Sages
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Yose fromthem received Yerushalayim manof Yochanan ben and Yose Zeredah manof Yoezer ben Yose
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and be  for the Sages meeting a house of your house let be says Zeredah man of Yoezer ben
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their words —  with thirst  drinking and be their feet in the dust of attaching yourself

Yose ben Yoezer and Yose ben Yochanan transmit the tradition, advising one to make their home a gathering place for Sages.

.'ItTZ? NEI oy n U ’w VAYRY 29 IND QQD ] Mishna 5 - Hospitality to the Poor and Limiting Conversation with Women
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and let be wide open  your house letbe says Yerushalayim  a man of Yochanan sonof Yose
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they said  with his wife the woman with conversation increase and donot yourhousehold membersof poor people
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increases thata man the time all the Sages said fromhere his fellow with the wife of and heavy a light
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and his end Torah from words of and desists  to himself evil  he causes the woman with conversation
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Yose ben Yochanan teaches the importance of keeping a home open to the poor and warns against excessive conversation with women, which distracts from

Torah study.




| : Cl q’? n:P’ :-l :]17 I'I'CZ? s_’ Mishna 6 - Appointing a Teacher, Acquiring a Companion, and Judging Others Favorably
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says Perachyah sonof Yehoshua fromthem received the Arbelite and Nittai Perachyah son of Yehoshua
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man every — judging andbe a companion foryourself andacquire a teacher foryourself make
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merit  to the scale of

This Mishnab teaches the importance of spiritual mentorship, friendship, and giving others the benefit of the doubt.

s’tpj}:ﬂ 57"1 1 3T§7 7: i'li??:l -1 U Mishna 7 - Distancing Oneself from an Evil Neighbor and the Wicked
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with the wicked ~ associate  and donot whoisevil froma neighbor distance yourself says the Arbelite Nittai
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retribution of despair and do not

Nittai the Arbelite warns against associating with bad influences and reminds us that divine justice isinevitable.

1’1 t‘ 9? y; ﬂy 121 t‘ .ﬂ;:lltl Mishna 8- The Conduct of a Judge Toward Litigants
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says Tabbai sonof Yehudah fromthem received Shetach sonof and Shimon Tabbai sonof Yehudah
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standing  judgment the mastersof and whenare the judges like the arrangersof yourself  make  donot
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they should be  from before you and when they are like wicked ones in youreyes they should be  before you

dismissed
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the judgment —  upon themselves when they accepted like innocent ones in your eyes

Yebudah ben Tabbai teaches that a judge must remain completely impartial, avoiding advocacy and viewing both parties equally during and after the

trial.
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Mishna 9- Thorough Interrogation of Witnesses and Caution in the Words of Judges
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careful and be the witnesses —  toinvestigate much be says Shetach son of  Shimon
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to lie they will learn  from within them lest with your words




Shimon ben Shetach warns judges to cross-examine witnesses thoroughly and to speak carefully so as not to inadvertently teach them howto fabricate

testimony.

m :;ﬁ—tl n B’J!ZH ﬂ; N? 73 tl n ; EI?S Mishna 10- Loving Work and Shunning Lovdship and G ent Intimacy
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— and hate work — love says Shemaiah  fromthem received and Abtalion Shemaiah
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to the ruling authority make yourself known and donot lordship

Shemaiah and Abtalion teach the importance of honest labor, avoiding positionsof power, and keeping a safe distance from the ruling authorities.
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Mishna 11- A Warning to Sages to Guard Their Words to Prevent Desecration of Heaven's Name
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exile  the obligation of you will obligate lest with your words  be careful Sages says Avtalyon
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after you who come the disciples and they will drink the evil waters toa place of and you will be exiled
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is profaned Heaven the Name of and it will be found and they will die

Avtalyon warns Torah scholars to speak with extreme precision so that heretical disciples do not misinterpret their words and stray after false doctrines.

Mishna 12 The Conduct of Hillel to Love Peace and Draw Creations Close to Torah
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loving Aharon of  fromthe disciples  be says Hillel fromthem received and Shammai Hillel
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to the Torah and drawing them the creations — loving peace and pursuing  peace
close

Hillel teaches that one should emulate Abaron the Koben Gadol by actively pursuing peace and bringing people closer to the Torah through love.

i'l'ﬂj.'n ’? | D::1 ﬂlg.}: lpEkeloh Mishna 13- The Danger of Secking Fame and Neglecting Torah Study
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ceases add and one who does not  hisname destroys his name one who makes great say used to  He
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This Mishnah warns against using Torah knowledge for self-aggrandizement and emphasizes the necessity of continnous study.




" -f N’? ]? 19n 3 s_’: 17 57 D’? ﬂ;ﬂ m tl Mishna 14 - The Obligation of Personal Responsibility and Avoiding Procrastination
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amI  what fornyselfalone And whenIam isforme who formyself I not If say used to  He
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Hillel teaches that a person must take personal responsibility for their own spiritual growth and act without delay.
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Mishna 15 - Making Torah Study Fixed, Speaking Little and Doing Much, and Welcoming Everyone Warmly
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—  receiving and be much and do little say fixed  your Torah  make says Shammai
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face expression of witha cheerful  person  every

Shammai teachesthe importance of establishing a fixed schedule for Torah study, prioritizing actions over words, and greeting every person with a

pleasant and welcoming countenance.

175 Q t‘ T 73 I-IE U ﬂ tﬁ :1_ qb HW §7 Mishna 16 - Appointing a Teacher and Avoiding Donbt and Estimations in Tithing
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and donot  doubt from and remove yourself a teacher foryourself make say would Gamliel Rabban
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by estimation  to tithe increase

Rabban Gamliel teachesthe importance of establishing a halachic authority to resolve donbts and avoiding guesswork when performing mitzvos like

tithing.

"112"]‘[1 ’JD 17}_7 E'IWS_H_J [H n'li?’ﬂWij n?y?_: Mishna 17 - The Virtue of Silence and Action Over Mere Wordss
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better for the body did I find and not the Sages among Igrewup nydays all says hisson  Shimon
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sin brings words

Shimon the son of Rabban Gamliel teachesthat silence isthe best path for the body, and that practical action is superior to mere study and excessive

speech.




Mishna 18 - Justice Truth and Peace Upon Which the World Stands
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justice  on stands the world things three on says Gamliel ben  Shimon  Rabban
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in your gates

Rabban Shimon ben Gamliel teaches that the preservation of human society depends upon the three pillars of justice, truth, and peace.

CHAPTER SUMMARY

The chapter opens with the Men of the Great Assembly and Shimon the Righteous establishing the pillars of the world,
followed by Antigonus of Socho's warning to serve Hashem without expecting reward. We then progress through the
teachings of the Zugos: Yose ben Yoezer and Yose ben Yochanan on bringing Sages and the poor into our homes; Yehoshua
ben Perachiah and Nittai the Arbelite on acquiring teachers and avoiding evil neighbors; Yehudah ben Tabbai and Shimon
ben Shetach on careful justice; and Shemaiah and Abtalion on avoiding the ruling power and guarding one’s words. Finally,
Hillel and Shammai teach us to pursue peace, fix our Torah study, and receive everyone with a pleasant countenance,
leading into the instructions of Rabban Gamaliel and his son Shimon on silence and action, and concluding with Rabban

Shimon ben Gamaliel's declaration that the world stands on justice, truth, and peace.

TPYR? WHAT TO TAKE HOME

My dear friend, look at how this first chapter of Pirkei Avos begins. It does not start with abstract philosophies, but with a
chain of transmission: Moshe received the Torah from Sinai and passed it down, generation after generation, until it reached
us. This tells us that our Torah is not a theory; itis a living, breathing legacy of connection. When you learn, you are not just
reading a book, you are joining a chain of holy souls. And what do these sages tell us? They tell us that the world stands on
Torah, avodah, and gemilus chasadim, and that the ultimate goal of all our learning is not just to speak, but to do. Shimon his

son says it clearly: 'Study is not the most important thing, but actions.’

Think about Shammai's golden rule: 'Say little, but do much, and receive all men with a pleasant countenance." How often
do we promise ourselves or others big things, only to fall short? The Torah wants us to build our lives on quiet, solid action.
When you greet another Yid with a warm, genuine smile, you are literally sustaining the world. You are bringing the peace

and truth that Rabban Shimon ben Gamaliel says keeps the world standing.

Let us also take to heart the famous words of Hillel: 'If T am not for nyself, who is for me? But if T am for my own self, whatam
I? And if not now, when?' We cannot wait for someone else to do our avodah for us, nor can we live only for ourselves. We

must step up, take responsibility for our spiritual growth, and do it today, without putting it off.

Today, choose one small, concrete action instead of just talking about it. When you meet someone, greet them with a
genuine, warmsmile and a pleasant countenance, and make a fixed five minutes to learn Torah today without any

distractions.
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The Five Daily Kapitlach

L CHAPTER PREVIEW

These are the five kapitlach of Tehillimsaid every single day: 32, 43, 83, 121, and 130, each set word for word with its English

meaning. They are gathered here as one section so the whole daily Tehillim can be said and downloaded together.

All introductions and contextual notes are the editor's commentary and are not part of the original text.
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TPYR? WHAT TO TAKE HOME
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When you feel weighed down by your mistakes, do not keepsilent or try to hide them. Open your heart to Hashemin honest
confession, and then immediately shift your focus to absolute trust in His forgiveness and constant protection, knowing that

He never slumbers and is always guarding your steps.

Today, the moment you feel a heavy heart or a sense of spiritual distance, stop what you are doing, speak to Hashemin your

own words to acknowledge your mistake, and then say out loud: "My help is from Hashem, who forgives and guards ny soul.'
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