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L) CHAPTER PREVIEW

In this aliyah, Yaakov Avinu agrees to work for Lavan for seven years in order to marry Rachel. However, when the time
comes, Lavan tricks him on the wedding night by switching Leah for Rachel. When Yaakov confronts Lavan the next
morning, Lavan claims it is against their local custom to marry off a younger daughter before the elder. Lavan agrees to give

Rachel as well after the seven days of feasting for Leah, on the condition that Yaakov serves him for another seven years.

Seeing that Leah is hated, Hashem opens her womb, while Rachel remains barren. Leah gives birth to four sons: Reuven,
Shimon, Levi, and Yehuda. Out of a deep desire to build the Shevatim, Rachel gives her maidservant Bilhah to Yaakov asa
wife, and Bilhah gives birth to Dan and Naftali. Leah then gives her maidservant Zilpah to Yaakov, who gives birth to Gad

and Asher.

All introductions, summaries, and contextual notes are the editor’s commentary and are not part of the original text.
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with me dwell other  toa man her than ny giving to you her  my giving Better Lavan And said

Pasuk 3

INOND DTN LMD PPYR P DY YW SmI2 2Py Ty

in his love afew like days  in hiseyes and they were  years seven for Rachel Yaakov And served
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eighty-four asonof Iam forbehold mydays arefulfilled andanother mymother tome whichshesaid mydays are fulfilled
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a feast and he made  the place  the men of  all — Lavan And he gathered
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and he came  to him her and he brought his daughter ~Leah — and he took in the evening and it was
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to her
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asa maidservant his daughter toLeah  his maidservant  Zilpah — toher Lavan and gave
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the older before  the younger  togive in our place so itisdone not Lavan And said
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aseven-dayperiod except aweek meaningto thereisno therefore foryourself youshall count — weeks seven  asitis written
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her marriage after  andyoushall work the weddingfeast the daysof seven of after  immediately thisone — also
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tohim his daughter Rachel — tohim andhe gave thisone the weekof and he completed so  Yaakov And did
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as a wife
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for a maidservant to her his maidservant  Bilhah —  hisdaughter toRachel Lavan and gave
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another withhim and he served more than Leah Rachel — also and he loved Rachel to also and he came
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barren and Rachel was herwomb — and He opened Leah wunloved was that Hashem And saw
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for tome my husband will become attached this time now andshesaid ason andbore again and she conceived
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Levi hisname he named -  therefore  sons three to him I have borne
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againstme mouth openingof forhim thereisno fromnow shesaid hewouldmarry wives andfour from Yaakov wouldissue
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and she said ason and she bore again and she conceived

m‘m TRYNT AT R NP
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Yaakov  to andshesaid  hersister Rachel andenvied toYaakov shebore not that Rachel Andsaw
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that she was righteous  wereitnot  she said good herdeeds  sheenvied her sister Rachel And Rachel envied
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Yaakov toher and came fora wife hermaidservant  Bilhah — tohim and she gave
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God judged me Rachel  and said
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Dan his name

she called - therefore ason tome andgave myvoice heard andalso
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Rabbah Bereshit and acquitted me and found me guilty He judged me God judged me
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to Yaakov  second ason Rachel the maidservantof  Bilhah  and bore again And she conceived
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her  and she gave her maidservant ~ Zilpah —  and she took frombearing she had stopped that Leah Andsaw
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toleah  ILavan gaveher  Yaakov todeceive andinorder inher noticeable pregnancy andnot inyears  anda child
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Gad hisname —  and she called good fortune hascome good fortune Leah And said

theelder  handmaid togive thecustom forso Leah —
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to Yaakov asecond ason Leah the maidservantof Zilpah and she bore
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Asher  hisname —  andshe called women call me fortunate for In my good-fortune Leah And said

CHAPTER SUMMARY

The aliyah traces the marriages of Yaakov Avinu to Leah and Rachel, Lavan's deceit, and the birth of the first eight
Shevatim. Yaakov works seven years for Rachel, but Lavan deceptively gives him Leah instead. After completing Leah's week
of celebration, Yaakov marries Rachel as well and commits to another seven years of work. Hashem blesses Leah with four
sons—Reuven, Shimon, Levi, and Yehuda—while Rachel remains childless. Rachel then gives Bilhah to Yaakov, producing

Dan and Naftali, after which Leah gives Zilpah to Yaakov, who bears Gad and Asher.

IWYN? WHAT TO TAKE HO ME

Look at what happens when Leah Imenu gives birth to her fourth son. After naming her first three sons based on her pain and
her yearning for her husband's love, she reaches a completely new madreiga with the fourth. She says, 'HaPa'am odeh es
Hashem, this time I will praise Hashem, and she calls his name Yehudah. The chiddush here is incredible: Leah recognized
that she had received more than her expected share in building the Shivtei Kah, and her immediate response was pure,

uncalculated hoda'ah.

So often in life, we get caught up measuring our plight against others or focusing on what we feel is missing. We pray for
something, and even when Hashemanswers us, our minds are already drifting to the next missing piece or comparing our lot
to our neighbor. But Leah Imenu teaches us the real avodah of a Yid. The moment you recognize a chesed from Hashem,

stop everything and just say thank you. Don't let the moment pass without recognizing the Tov U'Meitiv.

This is why we are called "Yehudin, named after Yehudah, because our very essence is to be modeh, to acknowledge and
give thanks. Hoda'ah isn't just something we do when everything is perfect; it's a mindset that opens our eyes to see Hashem's

personal Hashgachah in our lives every single day.

Today, stop at one moment when you notice a small chesed from Hashem, whether it's good news, a warm moment with

family, or just a smooth drive, and say a heart-felt "Thank you Hashem' out loud before moving on.
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LJ THE SUGYA

In this sugya, the Gemara continues to clarify the precise mechanisms of maaser behemah, specifically exploring how animals
are counted and what happens when a mistake occurs during the tithing process. The sugya contrasts our Mishnah with a
braisa regarding a case of nineteen lambs, analyzing whether remaining animals combine for a future tithing period or become
exempt completely depending on the setup of the pen's openings and the nature of the count. The Gemara discusses different

modes of counting, such as counting pair by pair, counting backwards, or counting according to various verbal designations.

Additionally, the sugya delves into the classic Mishnah detailing the halachos when the owner misnames the animals around
the tenth—calling the ninth "tenth," the tenth "ninth,"” and the eleventh "tenth.” The Gemara presents the dispute between
Rabbi Meir and Rabbi Yehuda regarding the exact status of the eleventh animal, whether it functions as a shelamimora
temurah, and derives the source from the pesukim for why specifically the animals adjacent to the tenth are sanctified through
the owner's error.

All introductions, summaries, and contextual notes are the editor’s commentary and are not part of the original text.
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He may not say:
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“I will select ten animals from the flock and take one of them as animal tithe and the remainder of the flock will be exempt”

from tithes.
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Rather, he must gather theminto the pen, and remove ten of them through the opening, and take one of them as animal

tithe,
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and the rest combine with animals born later for another tithing period.

GEMARA
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The Gemara asks: But isn't it taught in a braisa:
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If a person has nineteen lambs,
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he may not say: “I will select ten and take one of them as maaser, and the rest are exempt,”
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rather he must gather theminto the pen, and remove ten and take one of them,
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and the remainder are exempt completely from tithing, and do not combine for another tithing season! Why then does our

Mishnah say they combine?
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Rav Huna bar Sehora explained this braisa before Rava at the time of the festival discourse:
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We are dealing with a pen that has two openings,
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and nine lambs went out through this opening, and nine lambs went out through that opening,
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so that this last nineteenth lamb remaining inside is fit to combine with the nine here or with the nine there. Since all eighteen

animals were part of a count fit to reach ten, all nineteen become exempt.
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The Gemara asks: And let him answer instead that the braisa speaks of a case where he counted nine lambs,

XY 7T 21 My KR *9!

and when he reached the tenth, he called it “one” and began counting from the beginning! So only the nineteenth became

the tenth animal counted, exempting the rest.
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The Gemara answers: Rav Huna bar Sehora holds that the tenth animal is sanctified automatically, regardless of what name

the owner calls it.
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The Gemara asks: And let him answer that it was at the designated time of the tithing period, but he counted them pair by

pair! That way the nineteenth lamb became designated as the tenth pair, thereby exempting all.
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The Gemara answers: He holds that the tenth animal according to the actual count of animals is sanctified, not according

to his verbal designation.

STATEMENT

Rav Nachman bar Yitzchak said:

STATEMENT

JORYIYD RPP2 RAYRY M09 20T ,MIIN0 72 NI 27T MORON OND

Meritorious is the mother of Rav Huna bar Sehora, who explained the halachah before Rava during the festival

discourse inaccordance with Rava’s own halachic opinion!
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MISHNAH:
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If two animals came out as one,
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he counts themas two by two.
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If he counted them as one,
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the ninth and the tenth are spoiled in their status.
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If he called the ninth “tenth”, and the tenth “ninth”, and the eleventh “tenth”,
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and the tenth is animal tithe;
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and the eleventh is sacrificed as a shelamim offering, and it creates a substitute if exchanged,
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these are the words of Rabbi Meir.

T 027 N

Rabbi Yehuda said:
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Is there a substitute that creates another substitute? Since the eleventh is only holy as a substitute for maaser, it cannot make

another temurah!
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They said in the name of Rabbi Meir:
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If it were merely a substitute, it would not be offered on the Mizbeach, fora temurah of maaser is not offered. Since it is

brought as a shelamim, it creates a temurah.
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If he called the ninth “tenth”, and the tenth “tenth”, and the eleventh “tenth”,
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This is the general rule:
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Whenever the name “tenth” was not removed from the tenth animal,
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the eleventh is not sanctified.




GEMARA

GEMARA

GEMARA:
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Rabbi Yochanan said:
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If he counted them pair by pair, or hundred by hundred,
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the tenth according to his count is sanctified.
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The Gemara asks: What does “according to his count” mean?
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Rav Mari said: It is sanctified according to his verbal count, meaning whichever pair he designates as “ten” becomes holy.
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Rav Kahana said: It is sanctified according to the actual count of the animals, so the tenth single animal becomes holy.
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The Gemara challenges: We learned in our Mishnah:
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If two came out as one, he counts them two by two.
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Ifhe counted them as one, the ninth and tenth are spoiled.

GEMARA
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Granted, according to the one who says it is sanctified according to his verbal count,
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that is why the ninth and tenth are spoiled,
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for he called the tenth animal “ninth”, and the eleventh animal “tenth”.
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But according to the one who says it is sanctified according to the actual count of animals,
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he called the ninth animal “ninth”, and he called the tenth animal “tenth”! Why then should they be spoiled?
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The Gemara answers: Rabbi Yochanan could say to you:
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When I stated my rule, it was where he intended to bring them out pair by pair,
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but where they emerged on their own mis takenly, no, I did not say that.

PROOF

Come and hear a proof froma braisa:
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If he counted them backwards, the tenth in the count is sanctified.
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Granted, according to the one who says it is sanctified according to the actual count of animals, it works well,
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but according to the one who says it is sanctified according to his verbal count, he called the tenth animal “one”! How

can it become holy?
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Rava said: Since it exists in the Persian way of counting, where they call the number ten “one”.
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n;wn MISHNAH

PIPRYT MY TN YN TR TR wn? X

S T

We learned in our Mishnah: If he called the ninth animal "tenth”, and the tenth animal "ninth", and the eleventh animal

"tenth”, all three are sanctified.

GEMARA
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The Rabbis taught in a Braisa:
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From where in the Torah do we know that if he called the ninth animal "tenth”, and the tenth animal "ninth", and the

eleventh animal "tenth”, that all three of them are sanctified?
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The verse states: "And all tithe of cattle or sheep, whatever passes under the rod, the tenth shall be holy to Hashem."
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Now, I might have thought that I should include even the eighth animal or the twelfth animal if he mistakenly called them

"tenth"?
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You say in answer: Since it, the tenth animal itself, is holy, and his mistake is also sanctified, just as it is not sanctified
except when it is adjacent to the ninth and eleventh—meaning it is the actual tenth—so too, his mistake is not sanctified

except when it is adjacent to the tenth, namely the ninth and the eleventh.
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The Gemara asks: But isn't it taught in another Braisa: Just as it, the actual tenth, is unique as a single animal, so too, his

mistake is unique —meaning only one mistaken animal becomes holy, but not both the ninth and eleventh together!

STATEMENT
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A Tanna recited this Braisa before Rabbi Yochanan,
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and Rabbi Yochanan explained: Whose opinion is this? It is the view of Rabbi Elazar b'Rabbi Shimon,
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as it is taught in a Braisa: Rabbi Elazar b’'Rabbi Shimon says: The eleventh is never sanctified unless he remains silent at

the ninth, and he calls the tenth "ninth", and the eleventh "tenth”. But if he had already called the ninth "tenth”, the eleventh




cannot become holy.
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The Gemara clarifies: He holds like Rabbi Yehuda, who said: A mistake in tithes is considered a tmurah—an exchange.
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And he holds like his father, Rabbi Shimon, who said: One who exchanges cannot turn around and exchange again the

same animal. Thus, once the ninth animal became a tmurah by being called "tenth”, no second animal can become a tmurah for it.

STATEMENT
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Rava said: If two animals emerged as the ninth, and he called them both "ninth", then a tenth and non-sacred animal

are mixed up with one another.
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Why? The tenth becomes holy onits own accord—since one of these two is the actual tenth animal—and to the ninth

animal, he called it "ninth", so no mistake was made to sanctify it. But since we cannot tell which is which, they must both graze.

STATEMENT
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Ifhe called themboth "tenth”, a tenth and a ninth are mixed up with one another.
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What is the reason? He called both of them "tenth". The real tenth is sanctified automatically, and the ninth is sanctified

because he called it "tenth”.

STATEMENT
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If two emerged as the tenth, and he called themboth "tenth”, a tenth and an eleventh are mixed up with one another.

The tenth is holy of itself, and the eleventh is holy because it was called "tenth".

STATEMENT
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If he called themboth "eleventh”, a tenth and a non-sacred animal are mixed up with one another.
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The Gemara asks: Why do I need this extra case where two emerged as the tenth? It is identical to that first case where two

emerged as the ninth!
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The Gemara answers: This comes to teach us: That whenever two come out at once, both of them become sanctified,

even though the name "tenth” was not removed from it, the real tenth animal.
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Rav Kahana sat and recited this teaching.
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Rav Ashi said to Rav Kahana: But wasn't the name "tenth” not removed fromit? And we learned in our Mishnah: This

is the general rule: As long as the name "tenth” was not removed fromit, the eleventh is not sanctified!
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Rav Kahana replied: These words apply only when they come out one after another, but when they emerge at once, both

of them become sanctified.
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Rav Ashi objects: Regarding coming out one after another, the Mishnah explicitly teaches it: If he called the ninth

"tenth”, and the tenth "tenth”, and the eleventh "tenth”, the eleventh is not sanctified!
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If so, what does "This is the general rule” come to include? Does it not come to include even when they emerge at once,

to teach that the eleventh is not holy?
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Rav Kahana answers: No, it comes to include a case where the tenth came out and he did not speak atall, for the name

"tenth” was not removed from it, so calling the eleventh "tenth" does nothing.

PROOF
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Forif youdo not say so, that which is taught in a Braisa: If two emerged at the tenth, and neither one preceded its

fellow, and he called them "tenth", a tenth and an eleventh are mixed up with one another—
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wasn't the name "tenth” not removed fromit?
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Rather, is it not because we say: Whenever they emerge at once, both of them become sanctified!
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Rav Ashi rejects this proof: If because of that, there is no proof. What are we dealing with here? Where one of them
preceded the other and stuck out its head, and he called it "eleventh”, and then they got mixed up and came out
together, and he called them "tenth”, for the name "tenth” was indeed removed from it when he mistakenly called the real

tenth "eleventh”.
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The Gemara asks: But it teaches: "and neither preceded" its fellow!
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Rav Ashi answers: What does "neither preceded” mean? That they then mixed up again so they came out fully at the same

time.
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The Gemara asks: And like whom is this explanation? Not like Rabbi, for if it were Rabbi, doesn't he say that calling it

"eleventh” is not a removal of the name "tenth"?
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The Gemara resolves: You may even say it follows Rabbi. When Rabbi said that calling it "eleventh” does not remove the name
"tenth”, that is where he has many animals left in the pen, for we say: He was just naming another set of ten. Here,

however, itis a case where he has no more animals left.
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The Gemara asks: What is this statement of Rabbi?
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As it is taught in a Braisa: If he called the tenth "eleventh”, and the eleventh "tenth”, the eleventh is not sanctified;
these are the words of Rabbi.

29T WY TAN MIN 7T 2272098 02

Rabbi Yose b'Rabbi Yehuda says: The eleventh is sanctified.
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Rabbi stated a general rule: As long as the name "tenth” was not removed fromit, the eleventh is not sanctified.
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Rava said: Where are we dealing here in Rabbi's view? For example, where he has many animals left in the pen, so we say:

He was just naming another group of ten when he said "eleventh”.

STATEMENT
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The Gemara notes: If two emerged as the tenth, one Braisa taught: They shall graze until getting a blemish. And another
Braisa is taught: They shall be sacrificed. And another Braisa is taught: They shall die.
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The Gemara resolves: This is not difficult: That which is taught, "they shall graze", is according to the Rabbis, who say:

We do not bring holy offerings to a place of disqualification by offering an uncertain sacrifice.

S UMMARY
The Gemara resolves a contradiction between our Mishnah and a braisa concerning nineteen lambs by establishing Rav Huna
bar Sehora's explanation of a pen with two exits, while analyzing various opinions on whether holiness depends on the actual

animal count or the owner's verbal designation. It then addresses the halachos of counting pairs, counting backwards, and




animals exiting simultaneously. Finally, the sugya expounds the Tannaitic source deriving that when an owner mistakenly calls

the ninth or eleventh animal "tenth," only those animals directly adjacent to the true tenth are sanctified alongside it.
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The sugya deals with the unique mechanism of Maaser Behemah, where even when a person makes a mistake in his counting
and calls the ninth animal "tenth," the Torah gives weight to his words and sanctifies that ninth beast. But the Gemara brings
down a fundamental principle: if the true tenth animal came out and he properly called it "tenth," then the name of "tenth”
was never uprooted fromits rightful place. And whenever the true tenth holds its position, a mistake made on the eleventh

animal cannot create kedushah.

Lichoira, this speaks right to our daily avodah. In life, we all make missteps and wrong calls. We misjudge situations, we call
things by the wrong name, and we panic thinking we blew the whole setup. But the Tanna is telling us a deeply comforting
sevara: so long as you do not uproot the real truth fromits place, so long as the emes remains anchored, a stray error cannot

distort your entire world. A mistake only takes over when the true foundation is completely displaced.

In our day-to-day Yiddishkeit, we have to keep the core solid. A Yid might mess up, have a weak moment, or make a poor
calculation in his business or personal life. Mimeila, the yetzer hara comes and tries to convince him that everything is ruined.
But if your ikkar stays firm, if your emunah, your davening, and your commitment to Hashem's emes remain untouched, the

mistake stays a contained error, nota total ruin.

Today, if you slip up or make a mistake in your daily routine, do not let it throw off your entire day. Hold fast to your core

truth, give Hashema heartfelt Mincha, and carry on without letting the error uproot what is truly kadosh.
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L CHAPTER PREVIEW

We begin our learning of Pirkei Avos by establishing the golden chain of the mesorah, tracing how Moshe Rabbeinu received
the Torah at Sinai and passed it down through the generations. This holy transmission went from Yehoshua to the elders, the
prophets, and the Men of the Great Assembly, showing us that our oral tradition is unbroken and divine. From there, the

chapter introduces the early pairs of Sages, the Zugos, who carried the torch of Torah with immense holiness.

As we delve into their teachings, we find fundamental guidance for our daily avodah and yiras Shamayim. The Sages guide
us on how to build a home of Torah, how to conduct ourselves in judgment, how to treat our fellow Jews with warmth, and
how to guard our speech. We are introduced to the timeless wisdom of Hillel and Shammai, who teach us the path of peace,
diligence in learning, and serving Hashem with absolute sincerity.

All introductions, summaries, and contextual notes are the editor’s commentary and are not part of the original text.
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Mishna 1- The Chain of Torah Transmission and the Three Directives of the Great Assembly
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and the elders to the elders and Yehoshua  to Yehoshua  and transmitted it from Sinai  Torah received Moshe
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three said They the Great  the Assembly to the Men of transmitted it and the prophets  to the prophets
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for the Torah a fence and make many disciples and establish  in judgment  deliberate Be things

This Mishnab establishesthe unbroken chain of Torab transmission from Sinai down to the Sages of the Great Assembly, who provided foundational

guidance for judges and teachers.

7 n 1 y n? 1 ya nn’b SJW =’1 ;7 U Mishna 2- The Three Pillars Upon Which the World Stands
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on say would  he the Great the Assembly from the remnantsof  was  the Righteous ~ Shimon
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acts of and on the Temple service and on the Torah  on stands the world things three
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kindness

Shimon the Righteous teachesthat the existence of the world depends upon Torah study, the Temple service, and acts of lovingkindness.
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be do not say would  he the Righteous from Shimon received Socho a man of Antigonus
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like servants  be but  areward toreceive condition on the master — who serve like servants
DRy NI Y 02 PaR? N Py NPYW 277 NN puwnwng
Heaven the fearof andletbe areward toreceive condition on not the master — who serve
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Antigonusof Socho teaches that one should serve Hashem without the expectation of receiving a reward, while maintaining a constant fear of Heaven.
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Yose fromthem received Yerushalayim manof Yochanan ben and Yose Zeredah manof Yoezer ben Yose
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and be  for the Sages meeting a house of your house let be says Zeredah man of Yoezer ben
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their words —  with thirst  drinking and be their feet in the dust of attaching yourself

Yose ben Yoezer and Yose ben Yochanan transmit the tradition, advising one to make their home a gathering place for Sages.

.'ItTZ? NEI oy n U ’w VAYRY 29 IND QQD ] Mishna 5 - Hospitality to the Poor and Limiting Conversation with Women
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and let be wide open  your house letbe says Yerushalayim  a man of Yochanan sonof Yose
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they said  with his wife the woman with conversation increase and donot yourhousehold membersof poor people
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increases thata man the time all the Sages said fromhere his fellow with the wife of and heavy a light
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and his end Torah from words of and desists  to himself evil  he causes the woman with conversation
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Yose ben Yochanan teaches the importance of keeping a home open to the poor and warns against excessive conversation with women, which distracts from

Torah study.




| : Cl q’? n:P’ :-l :]17 I'I'CZ? s_’ Mishna 6 - Appointing a Teacher, Acquiring a Companion, and Judging Others Favorably
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says Perachyah sonof Yehoshua fromthem received the Arbelite and Nittai Perachyah son of Yehoshua
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man every — judging andbe a companion foryourself andacquire a teacher foryourself make
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merit  to the scale of

This Mishnab teaches the importance of spiritual mentorship, friendship, and giving others the benefit of the doubt.

s’tpj}:ﬂ 57"1 1 3T§7 7: i'li??:l -1 U Mishna 7 - Distancing Oneself from an Evil Neighbor and the Wicked
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with the wicked ~ associate  and donot whoisevil froma neighbor distance yourself says the Arbelite Nittai
:N11YIBT T WXINN PNy
retribution of despair and do not

Nittai the Arbelite warns against associating with bad influences and reminds us that divine justice isinevitable.

1’1 t‘ 9? y; ﬂy 121 t‘ .ﬂ;:lltl Mishna 8- The Conduct of a Judge Toward Litigants
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says Tabbai sonof Yehudah fromthem received Shetach sonof and Shimon Tabbai sonof Yehudah
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standing  judgment the mastersof and whenare the judges like the arrangersof yourself  make  donot
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they should be  from before you and when they are like wicked ones in youreyes they should be  before you

dismissed
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the judgment —  upon themselves when they accepted like innocent ones in your eyes

Yebudah ben Tabbai teaches that a judge must remain completely impartial, avoiding advocacy and viewing both parties equally during and after the

trial.
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Mishna 9- Thorough Interrogation of Witnesses and Caution in the Words of Judges
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careful and be the witnesses —  toinvestigate much be says Shetach son of  Shimon
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to lie they will learn  from within them lest with your words




Shimon ben Shetach warns judges to cross-examine witnesses thoroughly and to speak carefully so as not to inadvertently teach them howto fabricate

testimony.

m :;ﬁ—tl n B’J!ZH ﬂ; N? 73 tl n ; EI?S Mishna 10- Loving Work and Shunning Lovdship and G ent Intimacy

PX K3 TONTRT MR 3NN RN myRy .om 23p 1huaN myny

— and hate work — love says Shemaiah  fromthem received and Abtalion Shemaiah
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to the ruling authority make yourself known and donot lordship

Shemaiah and Abtalion teach the importance of honest labor, avoiding positionsof power, and keeping a safe distance from the ruling authorities.
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Mishna 11- A Warning to Sages to Guard Their Words to Prevent Desecration of Heaven's Name
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exile  the obligation of you will obligate lest with your words  be careful Sages says Avtalyon
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after you who come the disciples and they will drink the evil waters toa place of and you will be exiled
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is profaned Heaven the Name of and it will be found and they will die

Avtalyon warns Torah scholars to speak with extreme precision so that heretical disciples do not misinterpret their words and stray after false doctrines.

Mishna 12 The Conduct of Hillel to Love Peace and Draw Creations Close to Torah
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loving Aharon of  fromthe disciples  be says Hillel fromthem received and Shammai Hillel
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to the Torah and drawing them the creations — loving peace and pursuing  peace
close

Hillel teaches that one should emulate Abaron the Koben Gadol by actively pursuing peace and bringing people closer to the Torah through love.

i'l'ﬂj.'n ’? | D::1 ﬂlg.}: lpEkeloh Mishna 13- The Danger of Secking Fame and Neglecting Torah Study
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ceases add and one who does not  hisname destroys his name one who makes great say used to  He
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This Mishnah warns against using Torah knowledge for self-aggrandizement and emphasizes the necessity of continnous study.
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amI  what fornyselfalone And whenIam isforme who formyself I not If say used to  He
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Hillel teaches that a person must take personal responsibility for their own spiritual growth and act without delay.
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Mishna 15 - Making Torah Study Fixed, Speaking Little and Doing Much, and Welcoming Everyone Warmly
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—  receiving and be much and do little say fixed  your Torah  make says Shammai
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face expression of witha cheerful  person  every

Shammai teachesthe importance of establishing a fixed schedule for Torah study, prioritizing actions over words, and greeting every person with a

pleasant and welcoming countenance.

175 Q t‘ T 73 I-IE U ﬂ tﬁ :1_ qb HW §7 Mishna 16 - Appointing a Teacher and Avoiding Donbt and Estimations in Tithing
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and donot  doubt from and remove yourself a teacher foryourself make say would Gamliel Rabban
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by estimation  to tithe increase

Rabban Gamliel teachesthe importance of establishing a halachic authority to resolve donbts and avoiding guesswork when performing mitzvos like

tithing.
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better for the body did I find and not the Sages among Igrewup nydays all says hisson  Shimon
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who increases and anyone the action but  the main thing is the study  and not silence than
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sin brings words

Shimon the son of Rabban Gamliel teachesthat silence isthe best path for the body, and that practical action is superior to mere study and excessive

speech.




Mishna 18 - Justice Truth and Peace Upon Which the World Stands
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justice  on stands the world things three on says Gamliel ben  Shimon  Rabban
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judge peace  and judgmentof truth 8 Zechariah asitissaid peace and on truth and on
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in your gates

Rabban Shimon ben Gamliel teaches that the preservation of human society depends upon the three pillars of justice, truth, and peace.

CHAPTER SUMMARY

The chapter opens with the Men of the Great Assembly and Shimon the Righteous establishing the pillars of the world,
followed by Antigonus of Socho's warning to serve Hashem without expecting reward. We then progress through the
teachings of the Zugos: Yose ben Yoezer and Yose ben Yochanan on bringing Sages and the poor into our homes; Yehoshua
ben Perachiah and Nittai the Arbelite on acquiring teachers and avoiding evil neighbors; Yehudah ben Tabbai and Shimon
ben Shetach on careful justice; and Shemaiah and Abtalion on avoiding the ruling power and guarding one’s words. Finally,
Hillel and Shammai teach us to pursue peace, fix our Torah study, and receive everyone with a pleasant countenance,
leading into the instructions of Rabban Gamaliel and his son Shimon on silence and action, and concluding with Rabban

Shimon ben Gamaliel's declaration that the world stands on justice, truth, and peace.
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My dear friend, look at how this first chapter of Pirkei Avos begins. It does not start with abstract philosophies, but with a
chain of transmission: Moshe received the Torah from Sinai and passed it down, generation after generation, until it reached
us. This tells us that our Torah is not a theory; itis a living, breathing legacy of connection. When you learn, you are not just
reading a book, you are joining a chain of holy souls. And what do these sages tell us? They tell us that the world stands on
Torah, avodah, and gemilus chasadim, and that the ultimate goal of all our learning is not just to speak, but to do. Shimon his

son says it clearly: 'Study is not the most important thing, but actions.’

Think about Shammai's golden rule: 'Say little, but do much, and receive all men with a pleasant countenance." How often
do we promise ourselves or others big things, only to fall short? The Torah wants us to build our lives on quiet, solid action.
When you greet another Yid with a warm, genuine smile, you are literally sustaining the world. You are bringing the peace

and truth that Rabban Shimon ben Gamaliel says keeps the world standing.

Let us also take to heart the famous words of Hillel: 'If T am not for nyself, who is for me? But if T am for my own self, whatam
I? And if not now, when?' We cannot wait for someone else to do our avodah for us, nor can we live only for ourselves. We

must step up, take responsibility for our spiritual growth, and do it today, without putting it off.

Today, choose one small, concrete action instead of just talking about it. When you meet someone, greet them with a
genuine, warmsmile and a pleasant countenance, and make a fixed five minutes to learn Torah today without any

distractions.
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The Five Daily Kapitlach

L CHAPTER PREVIEW

These are the five kapitlach of Tehillimsaid every single day: 32, 43, 83, 121, and 130, each set word for word with its English

meaning. They are gathered here as one section so the whole daily Tehillim can be said and downloaded together.

All introductions and contextual notes are the editor's commentary and are not part of the original text.
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When you feel weighed down by your mistakes, do not keepsilent or try to hide them. Open your heart to Hashemin honest
confession, and then immediately shift your focus to absolute trust in His forgiveness and constant protection, knowing that

He never slumbers and is always guarding your steps.

Today, the moment you feel a heavy heart or a sense of spiritual distance, stop what you are doing, speak to Hashemin your

own words to acknowledge your mistake, and then say out loud: "My help is from Hashem, who forgives and guards ny soul.'
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