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(VAYETZEI - 4TH ALIYAH )

L/ CHAPTER PREVIEW

This aliyah begins with the story of the duda'im that Reuven brought from the field during the wheat harvest. Rochel asks
Leah for some of the duda'im, leading to an agreement between the sisters regarding who would be with Yaakov Avinu that
night. Hashemanswers Leah's tefillos, and she gives birth to Yissachar and Zevulun, followed by a daughter, Dinah. The
Torah then tells us that Hashem remembered Rochel, opening her womb, and she gave birth to Yosef Harazand.

Following the birth of Yosef, Yaakov knows that the time has come to return home to Eretz Yisrael. He approaches Lavan and
requests permission to leave with his wives and children, reminding Lavan how faithfully he served him. Lavan acknowledges

that Hashem has blessed his household solely in the zechus of Yaakov, leading into their negotiations over Yaakov's wages.

All introductions, summaries, and contextual notes are the editor's commentary and are not part of the original text.
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them  and he brought in the field mandrakes and he found  wheat harvestof indaysof Reuven Andwent
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my son the mandrakesof —  also andtotake myhusband — yourtaking Isitlittle toher And she said
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yourson the mandrakesof inexchange for  tonight ~ withyou he shalllie therefore Rachel And she said
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and totake andits translation my son
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Rabbah Bereshis Yissachar ~ fromthere thatcame forth helpedhim  the Holy One Blessed be that  Inthe night
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and she called tomy husband ny maidservant I gave because my reward God hasgiven  Leah And said
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Issachar his name
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to Yaakov asixth ason andshe bore Leah again and she conceived
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my husband  will dwell with me  this time ~ good an endowment with me God endowed me Leah and she said
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Zevulun hisname —  and she called  sons six tohim I have borne for
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hiswives all equalto sons tome forthereare withme except hisdwelling themain willbe not fromnow on
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her womb — and opened God toher andlistened Rachel — God And remembered
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toher sister hersigns  thatshe transmitted forher Heremembered Rachel —— God And God remembered
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and she became terrified for himself
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CHAPTER SUMMARY
The aliyah records the birth of Leah's additional children, Yissachar, Zevulun, and Dinah, after the incident with the
duda'im. Hashem then remembers Rochel, and she gives birth to Yosef. Recognizing that Yosef's birth signals the downfall of

Eisav, Yaakov approaches Lavan to request leave to return to Eretz Yisrael with his family, prompting Lavan to admit that all

his blessings came only because of Yaakov's presence.

TWYN? WHAT TO TAKE HOME

Look at the chiddush Rashi brings on the pasuk regarding Rachel Imeinu: Hashem remembered Rachel, and the pasuk says
"va-yishma eileha Elokim’, Hashem listened to her. Rashi asks, what did Hashemhear? He heard her tefillah, but He also
remembered that she gave over the simanim to her sister Leah. Rachel gave up the ultimate closeness to Yaakov Avinu out of
pure rachmanus, so that her sister wouldn't be embarrassed. She waited for years in deep sorrow, yet she held onto her

emunah and kept davening. When the time came, Hashem remembered that act of mesiras nefesh and answered her tefillos.

This is a major yesod in our daily avodah. Sometimes a person feels stuck in a nisayon, waiting and davening for a yeshuah,
and lichoira it feels like nothing is changing. We think our tefillos or our small sacrifices go unnoticed. The Torah is telling us
that not a single tears-filled tefillah or quiet concession goes in vain. When you hold your tongue during a machlokes, when
you step back to protect someone else's kavod, or when you simply pour out your heart to Hashemin a quiet moment,

Hashem remembers every single detail.

Take this with you today: identify one small opportunity to yield to another Yid or spare someone from feeling
uncomfortable, even when you feel you are in the right. Do it purely for Hashem's sake, and trust that He hears every tefillah

and remembers every hidden act of chessed.
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L) THE SUGYA

This perek opens with the classic hilchos petter chamor regarding animals owned in partnership or shared arrangements with a
non-Jew. The Mishnah enumerates several scenarios where a Jew and a non-Jew have a joint financial or developmental stake
in a donkey or its unborn fetus—such as buying or selling a fetus, entering a partnership, or giving or taking an animal under

a receivership (shomaut) agreement. The core principle taught is that any non-Jewish ownership stake exempts the offspring

fromkedushas bechor, as the Torah specifies that the sanctity applies only when the ownership is exclusively "in Yisrael."

The Gemara then carefully analyzes why the Tanna needed to detail every single one of these scenarios rather than stating a
single blanket rule. Through this shakla v'tarya, the Gemara explores potential Hava Aminas to fine a Jew who violates
Rabbinic decrees—such as the prohibition against selling large livestock to a non-Jew—and contrasts these cases with the
shittah of Rabbi Yehuda regarding partnerships and Rabbinic fines.

All introductions, summaries, and contextual notes are the editor’s commentary and are not part of the original text.
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MISHNAH:
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With regard to one who buys the fetus of a donkey of a non-Jew while it is still in its mother's womb,
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and one who sells the fetus of his donkey to him, even though he is not permitted to do so — because the Sages prohibited

selling large livestock to a non-Jew lest he bring it to perform work on Shabbos —

MISHNAH

and one who enters into a partnership with him in the ownership of a donkey or its fetus,
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and one who receives a donkey from him under an assessment agreement to raise it in exchange for a share in the offspring,

— 22242 1niam

and one who gives his donkey to him under such an assessment agreement —
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in all these cases, the newborn offspring is e xempt from the sanctity of a firstborn,
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as it is stated: "InIsrael” (Bamidbar 3:13), implying that the mitzva applies when the animal belongs exclusively to a Jew, but not

when it belongs partially to others, namely non-Jews.

GEMARA

GEMARA

GEMARA:
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The Gemara asks: Why do I need all these cases in the Mishnah to teach this same principle?
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The Gemara answers: They are all necessary.
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For had the Tanna taught only the case of one who buys a fetus froma non-Jew, I would have said that the exemption applies

because he brings it into sanctity, as it comes into Jewish ownership and will be rested on Shabbos.
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But in the case of one who sells a fetus to a non-Jew, where he removes it from sanctity, I would say let us fine him for his

prohibited action by declaring that the fetus remains subject to the kedushas bechor.

EXPLANATION

Therefore, the Tanna teaches us that even here it is exempt.
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The Gemara continues: And why do I need the case of one who enters into a partnership with him?
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Itis necessary to exclude the opinion of Rabbi Yehuda, who says: A partnership with a non-Jew is obligated in the law of

a firstborn.
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Therefore, the Mishnah teaches us that it is exempt from the law of a firstborn.
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The Gemara asks: And why do I need the case of one who receives a donkey froma non-Jew? Isn't this just another form of

partnership?
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The Gemara answers: Itis because he wanted to teach the parallel case of one who gives his donkey to him under an

assessment agreement.

?9% b ,napa i 1niim

The Gemara asks: And why do I need the case of one who gives his donkey to him under an assessment agreement?
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The Gemara answers: It was necessary. For it might enter your mind to say: Since the principal animal belongs to a Jew,

let us fine him by treating the fetus as a bechor that requires redemption,

SNPNN mRn22 0PN TnN KRBT




lest people come to confuse this with another animal given to a non-Jew for safekeeping where the non-Jew has no rights in

the fetus itself, in which case the offspring would indeed be subject to kedushas bechor.

EXPLANATION
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Therefore, the Mishnah teaches us that we do not fine him.
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We learned elsewhere ina Mishnah (Avodah Zarah 14b regarding the Rabbinic decree against selling large livestock to a non-

Jew):
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Rabbi Yehuda permits selling an injured animal to a non-Jew, because it cannot be worked with on Shabbos; Ben Be teira

permits selling a horse, because a horse is used for riding, and carrying a living person on Shabbos is not a Torah prohibition.

GEMARA
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A dile mma was raised to them in the bais medrash:
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With regard to selling a fetus, what does Rabbi Yehuda say to us?
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Is the reason of Rabbi Yehuda there that permits the sale because it is injured, so a fetus is also like an injured animal,

since it cannot perform labor currently?
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Or perhaps: An injured animal is not its normal way of being, so the decree was not applied to it; but a fetus, since that is
its normal way of development and it will eventually grow up to work, it is not considered injured, and therefore it is forbidden

to sell it?




PROOF

Come and hear a resolution from our Mishnah:
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Our Mishnah states: And one who sells a fetus to him, even though he is not permitted to do so.

INFERENCE
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And Rabbi Yehuda does not disagree here to say that it is permitted!
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The Gemara rejects this proof: And according to your reasoning, in the cases of one who enters into a partnership with
him, and one who receives a donkey from him, and one who gives his donkey to him under an assessment agreement,

where the Mishnah does not teach that Rabbi Yehuda disagrees — is it also true that he does not disagree?
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Rather, he certainly disagrees in those cases — as we know he holds a partnership with a non-Jew is obligated in bechor — and

yet the Tanna does not teach his dissent!
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Here too, regarding the sale of a fetus, Rabbi Yehuda may well disagree, and the Tanna simply does not teach his view.

PROOF

Come and hear a resolution froma Braisa:
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Rabbi Yehuda says: One who receives an animal from a non-Jew under an assessment agreement and it gave birth to a male
firstborn — they evaluate its worth, and he gives half of its value to the Kohen, because Rabbi Yehuda holds a partnership

with a non-Jew is obligated in bechor.
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And one who gives his animal to him under an assessment agreement, even though he is not permitted to do so — we

fine him up to ten times its value, and he must give all of its value to the Kohen.
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Ifa Jew purchases the fetus of a donkey of a non-Jew while it is still in its mother's womb,
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orone who sells to him the fetus of his donkey, even though he is not permitted to do so mid'Rabbanan (because the Rabbis

forbade selling a large livestock animal to a non-Jew),

MISHNAH
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or one who forms a partnership with him in the ownership of a donkey or its fetus,
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orone who accepts a donkey from him in a receivership arrangement to raise it in exchange for a share in its offspring,

MISHNAH
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or one who gives his own donkey to him, to a non-Jew, in receivership —
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the offspring is exempt from the sanctity of the firstborn (petter chamor),
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as it is stated regarding the sanctification of the firstborn: "In Yisrael,” which implies: in Yisrael but not among others; if a

non-Jew has even a partial share in the animal or fetus, it is exempt.

GEMARA

QUESTION
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GEMARA: Why do I need all these cases in the Mishnah to teach this rule?

ANSWER
S

The Gemara answers: They are all necessary.
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For had the Tanna only taught the case of one who purchases a fetus froma non-Jew,
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I would have said that there he is exempt from firstborn status because he is bringing it into sanctity, as the animal will now be

owned by a Jew and kept holy from work on Shabbos;

EXPLANATION
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but in the case of one who sells a fetus to a non-Jew, where he is removing it from sanctity,

EXPLANATION
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I might say that we should fine him for his forbidden action by ruling that the offspring still retains full kedushas bechor,
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PLANATION
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therefore the Tanna teaches us that even here it is exempt.

QUESTION
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The Gemara asks: And the case of one who forms a partnership with him, why do I need it?

ANSWER
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The Gemara answers: Itis needed to exclude the opinion of Rabbi Yehuda, who says: A partnership with a non-Jew is

obligated in firstborn status;

JTI027 1 VT 1P yRwnp

so the Tanna teaches us the Tanna Kamma's view, that it is exempt from firstborn status.

QUESTION
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The Gemara asks: And the case of one who accepts an animal froma non-Jew in receivership, why do I need it? This is just

another form of partnership!
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The Gemara answers: It was taught because the Tanna wanted to teach the corresponding case of and one who gives his

animal to him in receivership.

QUESTION
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The Gemara asks: And the case of one who gives to himin receivership, why do I need it?

ANSWER
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The Gemara answers: It was necessary, for it might enter your mind to say:

EXPLANATION
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Since the primary animal belongs to a Jew,

EXPLANATION
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we should penalize him mid'Rabbanan and declare the offspring holy,
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lest he come to substitute this case with another animal given to a non-Jew just to guard, where the non-Jew has no monetary

share in the offspring, in which case it really would be obligated in bechorah;

EXPLANATION




therefore the Tanna teaches us that even here he is not penalized and it is exempt.

ShikHls

We learned in a Mishnah elsewhere (Avodah Zarah 14b regarding the Rabbinic prohibition against selling large livestock to a

non-Jew):
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Rabbi Yehuda permits selling a broken animal to a non-Jew, since it cannot be used for forbidden work on Shabbos;
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Ben Beteira permits selling a horse to him, because a horse is used for riding, and a living creature carrying a rider is not a
Torah-level Melacha on Shabbos.
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A dilemma was raised by the scholars in the bais medrash:
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Regarding a fetus, what does Rabbi Yehuda say to us? Is it permitted to sell a fetus to a non-Jew according to Rabbi Yehuda,
or forbidden?

NI 213 12, INYT DR 2T DNT AT 22T XYY

Is the reason of Rabbi Yehuda there that he permits selling a broken animal because it is broken and cannot perform

melacha, and so a fetus is also considered like a broken animal, as it cannot perform work inside its mother?
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Or perhaps we distinguish: a broken animal is not its normal state, so the Rabbis did not include it in their gezeirah;

PRI AW IND AN 00T 109,120 AN

but a fetus, since that is its natural, normal state before birth and it will eventually grow up to do work, it is not considered

like a broken animal, and therefore selling it would be forbidden?

PROOF




Come and hear a resolution from our Mishnah:
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The Mishnah taught: And one who sells to hima fetus, even though he is not permitted to do so.

ST 92 RE R

And Rabbi Yehuda does not argue or express a lenient opinion here!
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The Gemara rejects this: And according to your reasoning,
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regarding the other rulings in our Mishnah—one who forms a partnership with him, and one who accepts from him in

receivership, and one who gives to himin receivership—
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where the Tanna does not teach any disagreement, is it also true that he does not argue?
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Rather, you must admit that Rabbi Yehuda does argue in those cases (as we know he holds a partnership with a non-Jew is

obligated in bechorah), and yet the Tanna of our Mishnah did not teach his dissenting opinion!
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Here too, regarding selling a fetus, Rabbi Yehuda might indeed argue and permit it, and the Tanna simply did not teach his

view.
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Come and hear another proof froma Braisa:
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Rabbi Yehuda says: If a Jew accepts an animal from a non-Jew in receivership and it gives birth to a firstborn,
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they appraise its value, and he gives half its value to the kohen, because Rabbi Yehuda holds that a shared animal is still
obligated in bechorah.
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And if a Jew gives his animal to him in receivership, even though he is not permitted to do so mid'Rabbanan,
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we fine him up to ten times its value for breaking the Rabbinic ban,
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and he must give its full value to the kohen. This explicitly shows that Rabbi Yehuda holds it is forbidden to give orsell an

animal in receivership to a non-Jew!

SUMMARY

The Sugya details the various joint-ownership and receivership arrangements with a non-Jew that exempt a donkey's fetus
from petter chamor based on the drahsa of "in Yisrael.” The Gemara clarifies the necessity of listing each individual case to
prove that we do not impose a Rabbinic fine to treat the offspring as a bechor even when an infraction was committed, such
as selling livestock to a non-Jew. Additionally, the Gemara addresses Rabbi Yehuda's shittah regarding a non-Jew's partnership

and evaluates his opinion on whether selling a fetus is comparable to selling an injured animal.




TWYR? WHAT TO TAKE HO ME

The Gemara is bothered by a simple question: why does the Mishnah list so many different cases of selling, buying, or sharing
an animal with a non-Jew just to tell us that the offspring is exempt frombechorah? The Gemara answers that we might have
thought Chazal would place a penalty (a kenas) on the Yid who did something he wasn't supposed to do. If a person sells a
fetus or puts it out on kabbalah against the Rabbinic decree, we would have thought Chazal would step in and say, "Since
you broke the rule, we are going to treat this offspring as a holy bechor anyway to teach you a lesson.” But the Tanna comes
to teach us a major chiddush: halocha is halocha. We do not manufacture artificial holiness as a penalizing tool where the

Torah-law of partnership simply removes it.

There is a deeply practical yesod for our daily avodah here. Sometimes when we slip up or mess something up in our spiritual

life, our yetzer hara tries to "fix" the situation by making us invent wild, unhealthy chumros or unnatural stringencies out of
W y g y g

guilt. We tell ourselves, "Because I failed here, I must now force a holiness that isn't required, or punish nmyself in ways the

Torah never asked of me.” But our mesorah teaches us that true kedushah isn't created through panic, nor is it manufactured

out of a kenas. Hashem wants us to serve Himwith clear, honest, and balanced halachic reality.

When you make a mistake or fall short in an area of yiras Shamayim, do not respond by inventing heavy, ungrounded
chumros out of guilt or frustration. Take a deep breath, accept the halachic truth of where you are right now, and re-engage

in your regular, steady avodas Hashem with a calmand honest heart.
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L CHAPTER PREVIEW

We begin our learning of Pirkei Avos by establishing the golden chain of the mesorah, tracing how Moshe Rabbeinu received
the Torah at Sinai and passed it down through the generations. This holy transmission went from Yehoshua to the elders, the
prophets, and the Men of the Great Assembly, showing us that our oral tradition is unbroken and divine. From there, the

chapter introduces the early pairs of Sages, the Zugos, who carried the torch of Torah with immense holiness.

As we delve into their teachings, we find fundamental guidance for our daily avodah and yiras Shamayim. The Sages guide
us on how to build a home of Torah, how to conduct ourselves in judgment, how to treat our fellow Jews with warmth, and
how to guard our speech. We are introduced to the timeless wisdom of Hillel and Shammai, who teach us the path of peace,
diligence in learning, and serving Hashem with absolute sincerity.

All introductions, summaries, and contextual notes are the editor’s commentary and are not part of the original text.
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Mishna 1- The Chain of Torah Transmission and the Three Directives of the Great Assembly

DIPh BRI WA YWY mom row min bap mon

and the elders to the elders and Yehoshua  to Yehoshua  and transmitted it from Sinai  Torah received Moshe

TPY N BT AP N33 WD Mo DONUAN DONeal

three said They the Great  the Assembly to the Men of transmitted it and the prophets  to the prophets
TAY B0 WYY L7390 DTERD YPRYM 1T DoNn N3 00187
for the Torah a fence and make many disciples and establish  in judgment  deliberate Be things

This Mishnab establishesthe unbroken chain of Torab transmission from Sinai down to the Sages of the Great Assembly, who provided foundational

guidance for judges and teachers.

7 n 1 y n? 1 ya nn’b SJW =’1 ;7 U Mishna 2- The Three Pillars Upon Which the World Stands
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on say would  he the Great the Assembly from the remnantsof  was  the Righteous ~ Shimon
navony By 7Y BYY MR DY LTRiy o%iyn oot ity
acts of and on the Temple service and on the Torah  on stands the world things three
:0779n
kindness

Shimon the Righteous teachesthat the existence of the world depends upon Torah study, the Temple service, and acts of lovingkindness.




ﬂ"?_: g’ N-rl ~h| H; UB?: EW :j n -_f 12 y Mishna 3 - Serving Hashem Out of Love and the Fear of Heaven
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be do not say would  he the Righteous from Shimon received Socho a man of Antigonus
D°72¥D M7 NPN ,012 2229 NI Py 217 NN PURYRI 0072y
like servants  be but  areward toreceive condition on the master — who serve like servants
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Heaven the fearof andletbe areward toreceive condition on not the master — who serve
:02°7Y
upon you

Antigonusof Socho teaches that one should serve Hashem without the expectation of receiving a reward, while maintaining a constant fear of Heaven.

D’?ﬁ.:) U 792 :1 1-111 n U N? ; i? Mishna 4 - The Transmission of Torah and Honoring the Sages
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Yose fromthem received Yerushalayim manof Yochanan ben and Yose Zeredah manof Yoezer ben Yose
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and be  for the Sages meeting a house of your house let be says Zeredah man of Yoezer ben
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their words —  with thirst  drinking and be their feet in the dust of attaching yourself

Yose ben Yoezer and Yose ben Yochanan transmit the tradition, advising one to make their home a gathering place for Sages.

.'ItTZ? NEI oy n U ’w VAYRY 29 IND QQD ] Mishna 5 - Hospitality to the Poor and Limiting Conversation with Women
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and let be wide open  your house letbe says Yerushalayim  a man of Yochanan sonof Yose
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they said  with his wife the woman with conversation increase and donot yourhousehold membersof poor people
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increases thata man the time all the Sages said fromhere his fellow with the wife of and heavy a light
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and his end Torah from words of and desists  to himself evil  he causes the woman with conversation

D3P WY
Gehinnom he inherits

Yose ben Yochanan teaches the importance of keeping a home open to the poor and warns against excessive conversation with women, which distracts from

Torah study.




| : Cl q’? n:P’ :-l :]17 I'I'CZ? s_’ Mishna 6 - Appointing a Teacher, Acquiring a Companion, and Judging Others Favorably
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says Perachyah sonof Yehoshua fromthem received the Arbelite and Nittai Perachyah son of Yehoshua
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man every — judging andbe a companion foryourself andacquire a teacher foryourself make
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merit  to the scale of

This Mishnab teaches the importance of spiritual mentorship, friendship, and giving others the benefit of the doubt.

s’tpj}:ﬂ 57"1 1 3T§7 7: i'li??:l -1 U Mishna 7 - Distancing Oneself from an Evil Neighbor and the Wicked
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with the wicked ~ associate  and donot whoisevil froma neighbor distance yourself says the Arbelite Nittai
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retribution of despair and do not

Nittai the Arbelite warns against associating with bad influences and reminds us that divine justice isinevitable.

1’1 t‘ 9? y; ﬂy 121 t‘ .ﬂ;:lltl Mishna 8- The Conduct of a Judge Toward Litigants
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says Tabbai sonof Yehudah fromthem received Shetach sonof and Shimon Tabbai sonof Yehudah
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standing  judgment the mastersof and whenare the judges like the arrangersof yourself  make  donot
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they should be  from before you and when they are like wicked ones in youreyes they should be  before you

dismissed
TN DRY 1PARYD NI Ry
the judgment —  upon themselves when they accepted like innocent ones in your eyes

Yebudah ben Tabbai teaches that a judge must remain completely impartial, avoiding advocacy and viewing both parties equally during and after the

trial.
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Mishna 9- Thorough Interrogation of Witnesses and Caution in the Words of Judges
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careful and be the witnesses —  toinvestigate much be says Shetach son of  Shimon
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to lie they will learn  from within them lest with your words




Shimon ben Shetach warns judges to cross-examine witnesses thoroughly and to speak carefully so as not to inadvertently teach them howto fabricate

testimony.

m :;ﬁ—tl n B’J!ZH ﬂ; N? 73 tl n ; EI?S Mishna 10- Loving Work and Shunning Lovdship and G ent Intimacy
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— and hate work — love says Shemaiah  fromthem received and Abtalion Shemaiah
Y7 YTIOR PN PR
to the ruling authority make yourself known and donot lordship

Shemaiah and Abtalion teach the importance of honest labor, avoiding positionsof power, and keeping a safe distance from the ruling authorities.
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Mishna 11- A Warning to Sages to Guard Their Words to Prevent Desecration of Heaven's Name
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exile  the obligation of you will obligate lest with your words  be careful Sages says Avtalyon
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after you who come the disciples and they will drink the evil waters toa place of and you will be exiled
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is profaned Heaven the Name of and it will be found and they will die

Avtalyon warns Torah scholars to speak with extreme precision so that heretical disciples do not misinterpret their words and stray after false doctrines.

Mishna 12 The Conduct of Hillel to Love Peace and Draw Creations Close to Torah
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loving Aharon of  fromthe disciples  be says Hillel fromthem received and Shammai Hillel
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to the Torah and drawing them the creations — loving peace and pursuing  peace
close

Hillel teaches that one should emulate Abaron the Koben Gadol by actively pursuing peace and bringing people closer to the Torah through love.

i'l'ﬂj.'n ’? | D::1 ﬂlg.}: lpEkeloh Mishna 13- The Danger of Secking Fame and Neglecting Torah Study

T ==

A9 ,7%%in N’?‘H SY TN NRY T SRR T NI

ceases add and one who does not  hisname destroys his name one who makes great say used to  He
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passesaway of the crown and one who makesuse deserves — death learn and one who does not

This Mishnah warns against using Torah knowledge for self-aggrandizement and emphasizes the necessity of continnous study.




" -f N’? ]? 19n 3 s_’: 17 57 D’? ﬂ;ﬂ m tl Mishna 14 - The Obligation of Personal Responsibility and Avoiding Procrastination
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amI  what fornyselfalone And whenIam isforme who formyself I not If say used to  He
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Hillel teaches that a person must take personal responsibility for their own spiritual growth and act without delay.
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Mishna 15 - Making Torah Study Fixed, Speaking Little and Doing Much, and Welcoming Everyone Warmly
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—  receiving and be much and do little say fixed  your Torah  make says Shammai
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face expression of witha cheerful  person  every

Shammai teachesthe importance of establishing a fixed schedule for Torah study, prioritizing actions over words, and greeting every person with a

pleasant and welcoming countenance.

175 Q t‘ T 73 I-IE U ﬂ tﬁ :1_ qb HW §7 Mishna 16 - Appointing a Teacher and Avoiding Donbt and Estimations in Tithing
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and donot  doubt from and remove yourself a teacher foryourself make say would Gamliel Rabban
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by estimation  to tithe increase

Rabban Gamliel teachesthe importance of establishing a halachic authority to resolve donbts and avoiding guesswork when performing mitzvos like

tithing.

"112"]‘[1 ’JD 17}_7 E'IWS_H_J [H n'li?’ﬂWij n?y?_: Mishna 17 - The Virtue of Silence and Action Over Mere Wordss
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better for the body did I find and not the Sages among Igrewup nydays all says hisson  Shimon
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who increases and anyone the action but  the main thing is the study  and not silence than
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sin brings words

Shimon the son of Rabban Gamliel teachesthat silence isthe best path for the body, and that practical action is superior to mere study and excessive

speech.




Mishna 18 - Justice Truth and Peace Upon Which the World Stands
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justice  on stands the world things three on says Gamliel ben  Shimon  Rabban
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judge peace  and judgmentof truth 8 Zechariah asitissaid peace and on truth and on
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in your gates

Rabban Shimon ben Gamliel teaches that the preservation of human society depends upon the three pillars of justice, truth, and peace.

CHAPTER SUMMARY

The chapter opens with the Men of the Great Assembly and Shimon the Righteous establishing the pillars of the world,
followed by Antigonus of Socho's warning to serve Hashem without expecting reward. We then progress through the
teachings of the Zugos: Yose ben Yoezer and Yose ben Yochanan on bringing Sages and the poor into our homes; Yehoshua
ben Perachiah and Nittai the Arbelite on acquiring teachers and avoiding evil neighbors; Yehudah ben Tabbai and Shimon
ben Shetach on careful justice; and Shemaiah and Abtalion on avoiding the ruling power and guarding one’s words. Finally,
Hillel and Shammai teach us to pursue peace, fix our Torah study, and receive everyone with a pleasant countenance,
leading into the instructions of Rabban Gamaliel and his son Shimon on silence and action, and concluding with Rabban

Shimon ben Gamaliel's declaration that the world stands on justice, truth, and peace.

TPYR? WHAT TO TAKE HOME

My dear friend, look at how this first chapter of Pirkei Avos begins. It does not start with abstract philosophies, but with a
chain of transmission: Moshe received the Torah from Sinai and passed it down, generation after generation, until it reached
us. This tells us that our Torah is not a theory; itis a living, breathing legacy of connection. When you learn, you are not just
reading a book, you are joining a chain of holy souls. And what do these sages tell us? They tell us that the world stands on
Torah, avodah, and gemilus chasadim, and that the ultimate goal of all our learning is not just to speak, but to do. Shimon his

son says it clearly: 'Study is not the most important thing, but actions.’

Think about Shammai's golden rule: 'Say little, but do much, and receive all men with a pleasant countenance." How often
do we promise ourselves or others big things, only to fall short? The Torah wants us to build our lives on quiet, solid action.
When you greet another Yid with a warm, genuine smile, you are literally sustaining the world. You are bringing the peace

and truth that Rabban Shimon ben Gamaliel says keeps the world standing.

Let us also take to heart the famous words of Hillel: 'If T am not for nyself, who is for me? But if T am for my own self, whatam
I? And if not now, when?' We cannot wait for someone else to do our avodah for us, nor can we live only for ourselves. We

must step up, take responsibility for our spiritual growth, and do it today, without putting it off.

Today, choose one small, concrete action instead of just talking about it. When you meet someone, greet them with a
genuine, warmsmile and a pleasant countenance, and make a fixed five minutes to learn Torah today without any

distractions.
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The Five Daily Kapitlach

L CHAPTER PREVIEW

These are the five kapitlach of Tehillimsaid every single day: 32, 43, 83, 121, and 130, each set word for word with its English

meaning. They are gathered here as one section so the whole daily Tehillim can be said and downloaded together.

All introductions and contextual notes are the editor's commentary and are not part of the original text.
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TPYR? WHAT TO TAKE HOME
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When you feel weighed down by your mistakes, do not keepsilent or try to hide them. Open your heart to Hashemin honest
confession, and then immediately shift your focus to absolute trust in His forgiveness and constant protection, knowing that

He never slumbers and is always guarding your steps.

Today, the moment you feel a heavy heart or a sense of spiritual distance, stop what you are doing, speak to Hashemin your

own words to acknowledge your mistake, and then say out loud: "My help is from Hashem, who forgives and guards ny soul.'
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