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(VAYETZEI - 6TH ALIYAH )

L/ CHAPTER PREVIEW

In this aliyah, Yaakov Avinu packs up his entire family and all the wealth he worked so hard to acquire in Paddan-aram,
setting out to return to his father Yitzchak in Eretz Canaan. Knowing Lavan would try to stop him, Yaakov leaves secretly
without telling him. Meanwhile, Rachel takes Lavan's terafim (idols) to wean her father away from his idol worship. When
Lavan hears three days later that Yaakov has fled, he gathers his kinsmen and pursues him, catching up to himat Har

HaGilad, but Hashem warns Lavan in a dreamat night not to say or do anything to Yaakov, whether good or bad.

Upon confronting Yaakov, Lavan complains about the secret departure and accuses him of stealing his terafim. Unaware that
Rachel took them, Yaakov invites Lavan to search everything, declaring that whoever possesses the terafimshall not live.
Lavan searches all the tents thoroughly but fails to find thembecause Rachel had hidden theminside the camel's saddle. After
the search turns up nothing, Yaakov speaks up with great pain and righteousness, recounting his twenty years of total
faithfulness, how he bore every loss himself, and how Hashem saw his affliction and protected him from Lavan's trickery.

All introductions, summaries, and contextual notes are the editor's commentary and are not part of the original text.
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the camels  upon his wives and — hissons — and lifted up Yaakov And arose
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as it is said tomales females  preceded and Esav  tofemales males  he preceded his wives and — hissons —
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andsoon hissons and — hiswives —  Esav and he took
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that  his purchase the livestock of he acquired ~ that  hiswealth all and — hislivestock all — and he drove
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Kanaan tothe land of hisfather Yitzchak to  tocome Aram inPadan he acquired
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and donkeys  and camels and maidservants menservants from hissheep thatheacquired what hisacquisition The livestock of
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her father's whichwere the teraphim  —  Rachel andstole hissheep —  toshear had gone And Lavan
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and between betweenhim  days three adistance of hissons intothe hand of whichhegave hisflock —  toshear
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Rabbah Bereshis sheintended fromidol worship her father — toseparate  the teraphim  —  Rachel And Rachelstole
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he was fleeing that him telling not by the Aramean Lavan the heartof —  Yaakov And stole

Pasuk 5

PID X OPN IWI NR RPN opn 1P WR P01 Nan man

hisface — and heset the River — and he crossed and he arose washis  that andall  he and he fled
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Gilead toward the mountain of

Pasuk 6

:APYY M2 0P WRWR oia 137 T

Yaakov  had fled that the third on the day toLavan And it was told
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between them there was  days three ajourneyof for behold the third On the day
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and he overtook  days seven a distance of afterhim and he pursued withhim hiskinsmen ~—  And he took
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Gilead in the mountain of  him
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his kinsmen his brothers ——

Al
IpyY? 27 1299 AT TART 9PQW omY 3 IDIN 9D .mme nyaw T
Yaakov walked toLavan  totell  themessenger thatwalked days three those  all days seven  Ajourney of
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we learned Lavan he overtook him andontheseventh  days six  fromLavan wasdistant Yaakov itturnsout onhisway
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afterhim and he pursued asitissaid one  inday Lavan walked days inseven  Yaakov thatwalked which thatall
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days seven  afterhim andhe pursued wasitsaid andnot  days seven  ajourney of
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lest yourself  guard  tohim and Hesaid the night inadreamof the Aramean Lavan to God And came
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bad to fromgood Yaakov with you speak
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103 Yevamos therighteous accordingto itis bad  wickedones of theirfavor all bad to fromgood
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with pitched and Lavan on the mountain  his tent —  had pitched and Yaakov Yaakov ~— Lavan and overtook
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the Gilad  in the mountain of his kinsmen
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nmy daughters —  andled away myheart —  thatyoudeceived have youdone what toYaakov Lavan And he said
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sword s called towar thatcomes army any sword like captivity of
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with joy and I would sendyou me didyoutell andnot me anddeceive toflee didyouhide why
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and withlyre  with drum and with songs
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mymind —  youstole fromme andyoustole
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todo  youacted foolishly now  and my daughters my sons tokiss  did you allow me and not
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to me said  lastnight your father and the God of harm with you todo my hand in the power of There is
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bad to fromgood Yaakov with fromspeaking foryourself beware saying
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thatis Eil andevery harm withyou todo inmyhand and power strength thereis myhand tothestrengthof Itis
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itis power  andabundance of might accountof on holy  for
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did yousteal ~ why  your father for the house of longed you greatly because went you surely and now
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84 Tehillim mysoul  pined andalso yearned inScripture thereis andmuch youdesired  youlonged
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14 Iyov youwould desire yourhands for the work of’
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my daughters —  andyouledaway tohim for he said first the first on heanswered him etc. Ifeared Because
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whatis foryourself identify ourkinsmen infrontof live shall not  your gods — you find  whomever With
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had stolen them Rachel that Yaakov did know and not foryourself and take withme
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Rabbah Bereshis onthe way Rachel died curse and from that shalllive Not
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fromyours withme whatis
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Rachel intotentof andhe entered Leah fromtentof and he wentout find and did not
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thesonsof  says it andso withher constantly Yaakov forwas Rachel thetentof itwas Yaakov intothe tentof
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Yaakov the wife of isitsaid not andregardingall of them Yaakov the wife of Rachel
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before Rachel tothetentof to hereturned Leah fromthetentof whenheexited Rachel intothetentof Andhecame
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that she was with her familiar because he was why this andall the maidservants inthe tentof thathe searched
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meddlesome
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upon them  andsat the camel in the cushion of and placed them the idols —  had taken and Rachel
:NEn N9y PONT DD Ny 12b wiwnn
find and did not  the tent all — Lavan and rummaged through
g3

NOT) NPT NLU2Y3 RN LNineDy ovvn  iwh  Jbnaan =22

andit of the camel in the pack-saddle asits Targum andbolsters  pillows anexpressionof the camel In the saddle-pillow of
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and theyare with pack-saddles theyenclosedit welearned 16 page andinEruvin pillow likeatype of thatismade asaddle-pad
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in foreign language bast camels pack-saddles of
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for frombefore you toarise Iamable not that mnylord ineyesof burn letnot herfather to  And she said
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the terafim — did he find and not And he searched istome women way of
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whatis toLavan andsaid Yaakov andanswered withLavan and he quarreled  Yaakov ~— And became incensed
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Philistines after  from chasing andasin 4 Eichah theychasedus the mountains upon asin youpursued dalakta
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your house objects of fromall have you found what my things all —  you rummaged through for
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between and let themdecide and yourkin mykin before
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in foreign tongue eprouver is the justice whom with and darify Andlet them decide
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your flock and the rams of miscarry did not and your she-goats yourewes withyou I years twenty This
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eat 1 did not
A

X521 inqp vhon , ' ywin PUown op dnp ,omay ocen KD aPDw NP

andnot hiscow  calveth 9 Hosea  miscarrying awomb like  theirfetus miscarry didnot they miscarried not
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21 Iyov  does miscarry
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so  not forif  aram iscalled dayold one aram theysaid fromhere yourflock and theramsof
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did he eat not rams

his praise  whatis
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stolen by  you would demand it frommy hand would bear its loss I to you I brought  not that torn by beasts
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night orstolen by  day
Al

AR N 07 DY ew

andawolf alion handsof by Torn
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it was missing  if  will be lacking it I lacking 1 I Melachim lacking Shlomo  and my son I
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youwill demandit for frommyhand tome itwasmissing
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andnot  like and lacking missing thatwas  fromthe count missing that whichwas its Targum would suffer its loss I
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was missing not its Targum 31 Bamidbar aman fromus wasmissing
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Ipaid everything bynight  stolen or byday whetherstolen bynight orstolen byday stolen
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1 Yeshayahu  justice full of 1 Eichah amongthe provinces princess among the nations — great like stolen
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10 Hoshea tothresh loving
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frommy eyes mysleep andfled  bynight and frost drought consumed me by day I was
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consuming afire anexpressionof drought consumed me
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hoar-frost  its Targum 147 Tehillim His ice He casts like  And frost
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sleep  anexpressionof mysleep
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daughters for your two  years teen four I'served you inyourhouse years twenty tome this
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times ten my wages — and youchanged foryourflock  years and six
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tospotted  fromspeckled thatisbetweenus the condition altering youwere my hire — and you changed
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togrisled  and from streaked
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now surely forme was Yitzchak and the Fearof  Avraham God of my father Godof were it not
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God saw  my hands the toil of and — ny affliction — you would have sent  empty-handed
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upon His Name associate the HolyOne fordoesnot Yitzchak Godof  tosay didhewant not Yitzchak Andthe Dread of
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)
MAMI YR KDY NI onmoim 1w 199
deciding proof anexpressionof andnot itis reproof  anexpressionof And he reproved

CHAPTER SUMMARY

Yaakov leaves Paddan-aramsecretly with his family and possessions to return to Yitzchak in Canaan, while Rachel takes
Lavan's terafim to separate her father fromidolatry. Lavan pursues Yaakov for seven days and overtakes himat Har HaGilad
after Hashem warns himin a dreamnot to harm Yaakov. Lavan accuses Yaakov of fleeing secretly and stealing his terafim,
prompting Yaakov—who did not know Rachel took them—to declare that whoever has the terafim will not live and to bid
Lavan search his entire camp. Lavan searches all the tents in vain because Rachel hid the terafimunder a camel saddle, after
which Yaakov defends his complete integrity over twenty years of grueling service, noting that only Hashem's intervention

prevented Lavan fromsending himaway penniless.




TWYN? WHAT TO TAKE HOME

Look at the cheshbon Yaakov Avinu makes when he answers Lavan. For twenty years, he worked in scorching heat by day
and freezing cold by night. If a sheep was torn by a wild beast, Yaakov absorbed the loss himself. He treated every single sheep
as if it were his own absolute responsibility. The Torah is coming to show us what true ne'emanus, genuine honesty and

devotion, looks like in the eyes of Yaakov Avinu.

Lichoira, a person could say, "Lavan is a crook who keeps changing my wages, why should I break my back for his flock?” But
that was not Yaakov's sevara. Yaakov knew that a Yid's integrity in business and in daily responsibilities is not dependent on
how the other guy acts. When you take on a job ora commitment, you do it b'shlaimusz, with total yiras Shamayim, because

Hashemsees "the toil of my hands” and ultimately He is the One who protects you and pays your true reward.

When we go out into the world, whether in our parnassah, in our homes, or in our bein adamI'chavero, we have to carry
that same Yiddish ne'emanus. Give an honest day's work, keep your word down to the last detail, and take full responsibility

without making cheap excuses.

Today, pick one commitment or task at work or at home, and fulfill it with extra care and complete honesty, just like Yaakov

Avinu.
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LJ THE SUGYA

In this daf; the Gemara continues its deep-dive analysis into the classic Mishnayos and Braitos that open with the word "All"
(7277). The Gemara goes step-by-step through each case to clarify what extra halachic application or category of person is
being included. We learn about the obligation of women in Megillah reading, the halachos of women, slaves, and minors
forming a zimmun for Bircas Hamazon, as well as the rules of tumah regarding a child—whether through zivah, corpse

uncleanness, or tzaraas afflictions.

The shakla v'tarya then moves into other areas of halachah, including who is eligible to examine tzaraas afflictions, who may
sanctify and sprinkle the waters of the Parah Adumah, and who is kosher for shechitah. Through these inquiries, the Gemara
demonstrates how every extra word in a Mishnah or pasuk comes to teach us precise halachic rulings.

All introductions, summaries, and contextual notes are the editor’s commentary and are not part of the original text.
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QUESTION
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What does this baraita come to add with the word "All" regarding reading the Megilla?
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The Gemara answers: It comes to add women as being obligated in the mitzvah,
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and this is in accordance with the statement of Rabbi Yehoshua ben Levi,
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as Rabbi Yehoshua ben Levi said: Women are obligated in the reading of the Megilla, for they too were included in

that miracle.
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The baraita stated: "All are obligated in a zimmun" — the Gemara asks: to add what does this inclusion come?
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The Gemara answers: It comes to add women and slaves that they may forma zimmun among themselves,
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as it was taught in a baraita: Women form a zimmun for themselves, and slaves form a zimmun for themselves.
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The baraita stated: "All combine for a zimmun" — the Gemara asks: to add what does this come?
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The Gemara answers: It comes to add a minor who knows to Whom we recite blessings,
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for Rav Nachman said: Regarding a minor who knows to Whom we recite blessings — we may form a zimmun with him

as the third person.
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We learned in a Mishnah: "All become impure through zivah" — the Gemara asks: to add what does this inclusion come?
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The Gemara answers: It comes to add a one-day-old infant who suffers a discharge,
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as it was taught in a baraita: The verse could have simply stated "a man" [ish]; what does the verse teach us when it says
"Any man" [ish ish]? It comes to include a infant who is one day old, that he becomes impure through zivah; these are the
words of Rabbi Yehuda.

STATEMENT
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Rabbi Yishmael the son of Rabbi Yochanan ben Beroka says: That extra word is not needed for this drasha,
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for behold it says in another pasuk regarding zivah: "And he who has his discharge, for the male and for the female” —

EXPLANATION
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"for the male” includes anyone who is male, whe ther a minor or an adult;
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and "for the female"” includes anyone who is female, whether a minor or an adult.
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If so, what does the verse teach us when it says "Any man” [ish ish]?
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The baraita answers: The Torah spoke in the ordinary language of people, and no extra halachic derivation is learned from

the repetition.
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The baraita stated: "All become impure through a corpse's uncleanness” — the Gemara asks: to add what does this come?
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The Gemara answers: It comes to add a minor;

EXPLANATION
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for it might have entered your mind to say, since the verse says regarding corpse uncleanness: "And a man who shall become
impure and not purify himself" — a adult "man”, yes, he becomes impure, but a minor, no; therefore the baraita teaches us
by citing the pasuk regarding sprinkling: "and upon the souls who were there”, meaning anyone who was present, including a

minor.
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The Gemara asks: Rather, the word "man” in that pasuk comes to exclude what?
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The Gemara answers: It comes to exclude a minor from the punishment of kares if he enters the Beis Hamikdash in a state of

tumah.

7ONR 2YINNY — 70 YM2 PRRYR P37

We learned in a Mishnah: "All become impure through tzaraas afflictions” — the Gemara asks: to add what does this come?
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The Gemara answers: It comes to add a minor.
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For it might have entered your mind to say: "A afflicted man" [ish tzaru'a] is written — an adult "man”, yes, he gets tumah,

but a minor, no; therefore the Mishnah teaches us that a minor also becomes impure through afflictions.
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The Gemara asks: But say that this is indeed so, that a minor does not contract tzaraas tumah!
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The Gemara answers: The Torah states, "When a person [adam] shall have in the skin of his flesh” — which includes any

human being in any case, including a minor.
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And rather, why do I need the word "man” in that pasuk?
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The Gemara answers: It is needed for that which was taught in a baraita: "A man" — I only have a derivation for a man; from

where do I know that the laws of tzaraas apply to a woman?
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When it says "And the afflicted one” [vehazatzerua] — the extra letter vav implies behold, there are two categories included

here, both male and female.
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If so, what does the verse teach us when it says "A man"?
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The baraita answers: It applies to the matter mentioned below — thata man must let his hair grow wild and rend his

garments when afflicted with tzaraas, but a woman does not let her hair grow wild and rend her garments.

QUESTION
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The baraita states: "All examine tzaraas afflictions”, and another baraita states: "All are fit to examine tzaraas afflictions” —

the Gemara asks: to add what do these statements come?
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The Gemara answers: It comes to add a Kohen who is not expert in them and in their names, provided an expert instructs him.
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The Gemara asks: But did not the Master say: One who is not expert in them and in their names may not e xamine

afflictions?
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Ravina said: This is not difficult: This baraita which qualifies him is speaking where they explain it to himand he
understands the halachos; whereas that statement which disqualifies him is speaking where they explain it to him and he still

does not understand.

QUESTION
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We learned in a Mishnah: "All are fit to sanctify” the Parah Adumah waters — the Gemara asks: to add what does this inclusion

come?
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The Gemara answers: According to Rabbi Yehuda, it comes to add a minor; and according to the Rabbis, it comes to add a

WO man.
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As we learned in a Mishnah: All are fit to sanctify the spring water with the ashes of the Parah Adumah, except fora deaf-

mute, an imbecile, and a minor; Rabbi Yehuda validates a minor, but disqualifies a woman and an androgynos.
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We learned in a Mishnah: "All are fit to sprinkle” the purification waters — the Gemara asks: to add what does this inclusion

come?
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The Gemara answers: It comes to add an uncircumcised person, and this is in accordance with Rabbi Elazar, for Rabbi

Elazar said: An uncircumcised person who sprinkled — his sprinkling is valid.
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We learned in a Mishnah: "All may slaughter” — the Gemara asks: to add what do the two expressions in the Mishnah come?
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The Gemara answers: One expression comes to add a Kuthite [Samaritan], and one expression comes to add an apostate Jew

who eats non-kosher meat out of desire.
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We learned in a Mishnah: "All may compel to move up to Eretz Yisrael” — the Gemara asks: to add what does this inclusion

come?
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The Gemara answers: It comes to include slaves, thatifa slave wishes to ascend to Eretz Yisrael, he can compel his master to

move with him or free him.
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And according to the one who explicitly teaches slaves in that same Mishnah, what does the phrase 'All ascend’ come to

include?
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The Gemara answers: It comes to include a man compelling his household to move from a beautiful dwelling outside the Land

to a bad dwelling inside Eretz Yisrael.
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When the Mishnah states, "And not all may remove"” people from Eretz Yisrael, it comes to include a slave who fled from

outside the Land into Eretz Yisrael, whose master cannot force himback out.
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When the Mishnah states, "All bring up to Yerushalayim," it comes to include moving from a beautiful dwelling outside

Yerushalayimto a bad dwelling inside Yerushalayim.
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And when the Mishnah states, "And not all take out” from Yerushalayim, what does this come to include?
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It comes to include that one cannot compel his family to leave Yerushalayimeven froma bad dwelling in Yerushalayimto a

beautiful dwelling elsewhere in Eretz Yisrael.
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A Braisa states: All are obligated in the mitzvah of Sukkah: Kohanim, Levi'im, and Yisraelim.
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The Gemara asks: Isn't that obvious! If these are not obligated, who is obligated?
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The Gemara answers: It was necessary for it to teach the obligation of Kohanim,

EXPLANATION
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for it might enter your mind to say: Since it is written, "In Sukkos shall you dwell,” and the Master said: "You shall
dwell seven days" means you must dwell in the Sukkah just as you reside in your home all year; just as standard residence is a

man and his wife, so too Sukkah requires a man and his wife together,
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and as for these Kohanim, since they are engaged in the Avodah in the Beis HaMikdash during the Yom Tov and cannot
sleep with their wives, they should not be obligated in Sukkah atall.
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Therefore, the Braisa teaches us: Granted that they are exempt at the time of Avodah, but when it is not the time of

Avodah they are obligated,
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just as it is with travelers, as the Master said: Travelers during the day are exempt from Sukkah during the day, but

they are obligated at night.

VPN 017 0303 ,N°8¥2 172700 230

Another Braisa states: All are obligated in Tzitzis: Kohanim, Levi'im, and Yisraelim.
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The Gemara asks: Isn't that obvious!
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The Gemara answers: It was necessary for it to teach the obligation of Kohanim,
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for it might enter your mind to say: Since it is written, "You shall not wear Kilayim... twisted threads shall you make for
yourself," juxtaposing Kilayim to Tzitzis, we might say that only one for whom Kilayim is not permitted in wearing is

obligated in the mitzvah of Tzitzis,
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and as for these Kohanim, since Kilayimis permitted to them when wearing the Avnet during the Avodah, they should

not be obligated in Tzitzis.
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Therefore, the Braisa teaches us: Granted that it was permitted during the time of Avodah, but when it is not the time

of Avodah it was not permitted, so they remain subject to the prohibition and obligation.
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Another Braisa states: All are obligated in Tefillin: Kohanim, Levi'im, and Yisraelim.
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The Gemara asks: Isn't that obvious!
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The Gemara answers: It was necessary for it to teach the obligation of Kohanim,
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for it might enter your mind to say: Since it is written, "And you shall bind them for a sign upon your hand, and they
shall be for frontlets between your eyes,” juxtaposing the two, whoever is included in the mitzvah of the arm Tefillin is
included in the mitzvah of the head Tefillin.
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And as for these Kohanim, since they are not included in the mitzvah of the arm Tefillin during Avodah, as it is written
regarding the priestly garments, "He shall put upon his flesh,” teaching that nothing may interpose between his garment
and his flesh—and the Tefillin armrstrap would interpose—say that in the mitzvah of the head Tefillin they should also not
be obligated.
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Therefore, the Braisa teaches us that they do not prevent one another, meaning the absence of one does not invalidate the

other,
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as we learned in a Mishnah: The Tefillin of the arm does not prevent fulfilling the mitzvah with that of the head, and that

of the head does not prevent that of the arm.
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The Gemara asks: And what is different about the arm Tefillin, that it is written, "He shall put upon his flesh” creating a
problem of interposition? Regarding the head too, it is written, "And you shall place the turban upon his head," so wouldn't

the head Tefillin interpose under the turban?
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A Tanna taught: The hair of the Kohen Gadol was visible between the Tzitz and the turban, and there he places his

Tefillin, so it does not interpose.
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Another Braisa states: All are obligated in the sounding of the Shofar: Kohanim, Levi'im, and Yisraelim.
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The Gemara asks: Isn't that obvious!
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The Gemara answers: It was necessary for it to teach the obligation of Kohanim,
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for it might enter your mind to say: Since it is written, "It shall be a day of blowing for you," this implies that one who is

subject only to the blowing of one day is obligated in Shofar on Rosh Hashanah.
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And as for these Kohanim, since they are subject to blowing all year round, as it is written, "And you shall blow with

the trumpets over your burnt-offerings,” say that they should not be obligated in the special blowing of Rosh Hashanah.
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The Gemara rejects this havah aminah: Are these comparable? There all year round it is with trumpets, whereas here on Rosh

Hashanah it is with a Shofar! So why would we think they are exempt?
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The Gemara explains: No, it was necessary, for it might enter your mind to say: Since we learned in a Mishnah that Yovel

is equal to Rosh Hashanah for blowing and for the berachos,

INFERENCE
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we might derive that whoever is included in the mitzvah of Yovel is included in the mitzvah of Rosh Hashanah, and

whoeveris not included in the mitzvah of Yovel is not included in the mitzvah of Rosh Hashanah.
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And as for these Kohanim, since they are not included in the mitzvah of Yovel, as we learned in a Mishnah: Kohanim

and Levi'im may sell at any time and their ancestral lands do not return at Yovel in the standard manner,

SUMMARY

The Gemara clarifies various uses of the word "All" across different halachic domains: women are obligated in Megillah
reading because they were included in the miracle; women or slaves may forma zimmun among themselves, and a minor who
knows to Whomwe recite blessings may be included in a zimmun. Regarding tumah, a one-day-old infant is subject to zivah
tumah, and minors are subject to corpse uncleanness and tzaraas, though they are exempt from punishment for entering the
Beis Hamikdash while Tamei. Furthermore, a Kohen who is not an expert may examine tzaraas if he understands the
instructions given to him, a minor (or woman) may be fit to sanctify Parah Adumah waters, an uncircumcised person may

sprinkle them, and certain individuals such as a Samaritan or an apostate who eats non-kosher meat out of desire are valid for

shechitah.




TWYR? WHAT TO TAKE HO ME

Look at the fascinating piece of Gemara we have today regarding inspecting nega'im. Lichoira, we have a total
contradiction. One baraita tells us that ‘everyone’ is kosher to inspect tzaraas, which the Gemara explains includes a Kohen
who isn't even an expert in the halachos of nega'im! But then the Gemara brings a plain statement from the Master: if a person
isn'tan expert in nega'imand their names, he cannot see nega'imat all! Ravina settles the whole kasha with a brilliant
division: it depends entirely on whether 'masbirei leih u'savar’, they explain it to himand he grasps it, or 'masbirei leih v'lo

savar', they explain it to himand he just doesn't get it.

Think about what the Gemara is telling us here. A Kohen doesn't need to start out as a major baki, knowing every single
halachah inside out on his own, to performhis avodah. That is not the standard Hashemasks of him. What is required? That
when someone sits down with himand explains the sugya, he is open, focused, and capable of understanding it. If he can
take instruction and getit, he is fully kosher to inspect the nega. But if he is presented with the clear guidance and still

doesn't graspit, then he cannot step up to judge.

This is a powerful lesson for our daily avodas Hashem. We often hold ourselves back from taking responsibility, learning a new
piece of Gemara, or stepping up for the tzibbur because we think, 'I'mnot a baki, I don't know enough yet." But the Torah
doesn't demand that you start as an expert. Hashem just asks if you are 'masbirei leih u'savar’, are you willing to sit down,
listen to a shiur, ask a chavrusa, and apply your mind to understand? If you are open to learning and absorbing the truth,

Hashem considers you completely ready and fit to do the work.

Today, when you encounter a midah to work on or a difficult piece of Torah that feels way over your head, don't walk away
thinking you aren't knowledgeable enough. Find a rebbe, a chavrusa, ora good sefer, sit down with humility to let them

explain it to you, and put in the effort to graspit.
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Complete Word-for-Word Interlinear - Navy € Gold Edition

L CHAPTER PREVIEW

We begin our learning of Pirkei Avos by establishing the golden chain of the mesorah, tracing how Moshe Rabbeinu received
the Torah at Sinai and passed it down through the generations. This holy transmission went from Yehoshua to the elders, the
prophets, and the Men of the Great Assembly, showing us that our oral tradition is unbroken and divine. From there, the

chapter introduces the early pairs of Sages, the Zugos, who carried the torch of Torah with immense holiness.

As we delve into their teachings, we find fundamental guidance for our daily avodah and yiras Shamayim. The Sages guide
us on how to build a home of Torah, how to conduct ourselves in judgment, how to treat our fellow Jews with warmth, and
how to guard our speech. We are introduced to the timeless wisdom of Hillel and Shammai, who teach us the path of peace,
diligence in learning, and serving Hashem with absolute sincerity.

All introductions, summaries, and contextual notes are the editor’s commentary and are not part of the original text.
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Mishna 1- The Chain of Torah Transmission and the Three Directives of the Great Assembly
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and the elders to the elders and Yehoshua  to Yehoshua  and transmitted it from Sinai  Torah received Moshe
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three said They the Great  the Assembly to the Men of transmitted it and the prophets  to the prophets
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for the Torah a fence and make many disciples and establish  in judgment  deliberate Be things

This Mishnab establishesthe unbroken chain of Torab transmission from Sinai down to the Sages of the Great Assembly, who provided foundational

guidance for judges and teachers.

7 n 1 y n? 1 ya nn’b SJW =’1 ;7 U Mishna 2- The Three Pillars Upon Which the World Stands
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on say would  he the Great the Assembly from the remnantsof  was  the Righteous ~ Shimon
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acts of and on the Temple service and on the Torah  on stands the world things three
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kindness

Shimon the Righteous teachesthat the existence of the world depends upon Torah study, the Temple service, and acts of lovingkindness.
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be do not say would  he the Righteous from Shimon received Socho a man of Antigonus
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like servants  be but  areward toreceive condition on the master — who serve like servants
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Heaven the fearof andletbe areward toreceive condition on not the master — who serve
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Antigonusof Socho teaches that one should serve Hashem without the expectation of receiving a reward, while maintaining a constant fear of Heaven.
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Yose fromthem received Yerushalayim manof Yochanan ben and Yose Zeredah manof Yoezer ben Yose
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and be  for the Sages meeting a house of your house let be says Zeredah man of Yoezer ben
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their words —  with thirst  drinking and be their feet in the dust of attaching yourself

Yose ben Yoezer and Yose ben Yochanan transmit the tradition, advising one to make their home a gathering place for Sages.

.'ItTZ? NEI oy n U ’w VAYRY 29 IND QQD ] Mishna 5 - Hospitality to the Poor and Limiting Conversation with Women
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and let be wide open  your house letbe says Yerushalayim  a man of Yochanan sonof Yose
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they said  with his wife the woman with conversation increase and donot yourhousehold membersof poor people
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increases thata man the time all the Sages said fromhere his fellow with the wife of and heavy a light
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and his end Torah from words of and desists  to himself evil  he causes the woman with conversation

D3P WY
Gehinnom he inherits

Yose ben Yochanan teaches the importance of keeping a home open to the poor and warns against excessive conversation with women, which distracts from

Torah study.
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says Perachyah sonof Yehoshua fromthem received the Arbelite and Nittai Perachyah son of Yehoshua
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merit  to the scale of

This Mishnab teaches the importance of spiritual mentorship, friendship, and giving others the benefit of the doubt.

s’tpj}:ﬂ 57"1 1 3T§7 7: i'li??:l -1 U Mishna 7 - Distancing Oneself from an Evil Neighbor and the Wicked
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with the wicked ~ associate  and donot whoisevil froma neighbor distance yourself says the Arbelite Nittai
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retribution of despair and do not

Nittai the Arbelite warns against associating with bad influences and reminds us that divine justice isinevitable.
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says Tabbai sonof Yehudah fromthem received Shetach sonof and Shimon Tabbai sonof Yehudah
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standing  judgment the mastersof and whenare the judges like the arrangersof yourself  make  donot
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they should be  from before you and when they are like wicked ones in youreyes they should be  before you

dismissed
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the judgment —  upon themselves when they accepted like innocent ones in your eyes

Yebudah ben Tabbai teaches that a judge must remain completely impartial, avoiding advocacy and viewing both parties equally during and after the

trial.
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Mishna 9- Thorough Interrogation of Witnesses and Caution in the Words of Judges
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careful and be the witnesses —  toinvestigate much be says Shetach son of  Shimon
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to lie they will learn  from within them lest with your words




Shimon ben Shetach warns judges to cross-examine witnesses thoroughly and to speak carefully so as not to inadvertently teach them howto fabricate

testimony.

m :;ﬁ—tl n B’J!ZH ﬂ; N? 73 tl n ; EI?S Mishna 10- Loving Work and Shunning Lovdship and G ent Intimacy
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— and hate work — love says Shemaiah  fromthem received and Abtalion Shemaiah
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to the ruling authority make yourself known and donot lordship

Shemaiah and Abtalion teach the importance of honest labor, avoiding positionsof power, and keeping a safe distance from the ruling authorities.
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Mishna 11- A Warning to Sages to Guard Their Words to Prevent Desecration of Heaven's Name
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exile  the obligation of you will obligate lest with your words  be careful Sages says Avtalyon
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after you who come the disciples and they will drink the evil waters toa place of and you will be exiled
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is profaned Heaven the Name of and it will be found and they will die

Avtalyon warns Torah scholars to speak with extreme precision so that heretical disciples do not misinterpret their words and stray after false doctrines.

Mishna 12 The Conduct of Hillel to Love Peace and Draw Creations Close to Torah
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loving Aharon of  fromthe disciples  be says Hillel fromthem received and Shammai Hillel
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to the Torah and drawing them the creations — loving peace and pursuing  peace
close

Hillel teaches that one should emulate Abaron the Koben Gadol by actively pursuing peace and bringing people closer to the Torah through love.

i'l'ﬂj.'n ’? | D::1 ﬂlg.}: lpEkeloh Mishna 13- The Danger of Secking Fame and Neglecting Torah Study
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ceases add and one who does not  hisname destroys his name one who makes great say used to  He
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This Mishnah warns against using Torah knowledge for self-aggrandizement and emphasizes the necessity of continnous study.
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amI  what fornyselfalone And whenIam isforme who formyself I not If say used to  He
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Hillel teaches that a person must take personal responsibility for their own spiritual growth and act without delay.
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Mishna 15 - Making Torah Study Fixed, Speaking Little and Doing Much, and Welcoming Everyone Warmly
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—  receiving and be much and do little say fixed  your Torah  make says Shammai
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face expression of witha cheerful  person  every

Shammai teachesthe importance of establishing a fixed schedule for Torah study, prioritizing actions over words, and greeting every person with a

pleasant and welcoming countenance.

175 Q t‘ T 73 I-IE U ﬂ tﬁ :1_ qb HW §7 Mishna 16 - Appointing a Teacher and Avoiding Donbt and Estimations in Tithing
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and donot  doubt from and remove yourself a teacher foryourself make say would Gamliel Rabban
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by estimation  to tithe increase

Rabban Gamliel teachesthe importance of establishing a halachic authority to resolve donbts and avoiding guesswork when performing mitzvos like

tithing.
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better for the body did I find and not the Sages among Igrewup nydays all says hisson  Shimon
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who increases and anyone the action but  the main thing is the study  and not silence than
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sin brings words

Shimon the son of Rabban Gamliel teachesthat silence isthe best path for the body, and that practical action is superior to mere study and excessive

speech.




Mishna 18 - Justice Truth and Peace Upon Which the World Stands
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justice  on stands the world things three on says Gamliel ben  Shimon  Rabban
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judge peace  and judgmentof truth 8 Zechariah asitissaid peace and on truth and on
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in your gates

Rabban Shimon ben Gamliel teaches that the preservation of human society depends upon the three pillars of justice, truth, and peace.

CHAPTER SUMMARY

The chapter opens with the Men of the Great Assembly and Shimon the Righteous establishing the pillars of the world,
followed by Antigonus of Socho's warning to serve Hashem without expecting reward. We then progress through the
teachings of the Zugos: Yose ben Yoezer and Yose ben Yochanan on bringing Sages and the poor into our homes; Yehoshua
ben Perachiah and Nittai the Arbelite on acquiring teachers and avoiding evil neighbors; Yehudah ben Tabbai and Shimon
ben Shetach on careful justice; and Shemaiah and Abtalion on avoiding the ruling power and guarding one’s words. Finally,
Hillel and Shammai teach us to pursue peace, fix our Torah study, and receive everyone with a pleasant countenance,
leading into the instructions of Rabban Gamaliel and his son Shimon on silence and action, and concluding with Rabban

Shimon ben Gamaliel's declaration that the world stands on justice, truth, and peace.

TPYR? WHAT TO TAKE HOME

My dear friend, look at how this first chapter of Pirkei Avos begins. It does not start with abstract philosophies, but with a
chain of transmission: Moshe received the Torah from Sinai and passed it down, generation after generation, until it reached
us. This tells us that our Torah is not a theory; itis a living, breathing legacy of connection. When you learn, you are not just
reading a book, you are joining a chain of holy souls. And what do these sages tell us? They tell us that the world stands on
Torah, avodah, and gemilus chasadim, and that the ultimate goal of all our learning is not just to speak, but to do. Shimon his

son says it clearly: 'Study is not the most important thing, but actions.’

Think about Shammai's golden rule: 'Say little, but do much, and receive all men with a pleasant countenance." How often
do we promise ourselves or others big things, only to fall short? The Torah wants us to build our lives on quiet, solid action.
When you greet another Yid with a warm, genuine smile, you are literally sustaining the world. You are bringing the peace

and truth that Rabban Shimon ben Gamaliel says keeps the world standing.

Let us also take to heart the famous words of Hillel: 'If T am not for nyself, who is for me? But if T am for my own self, whatam
I? And if not now, when?' We cannot wait for someone else to do our avodah for us, nor can we live only for ourselves. We

must step up, take responsibility for our spiritual growth, and do it today, without putting it off.

Today, choose one small, concrete action instead of just talking about it. When you meet someone, greet them with a
genuine, warmsmile and a pleasant countenance, and make a fixed five minutes to learn Torah today without any

distractions.
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The Five Daily Kapitlach
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These are the five kapitlach of Tehillimsaid every single day: 32, 43, 83, 121, and 130, each set word for word with its English

meaning. They are gathered here as one section so the whole daily Tehillim can be said and downloaded together.

All introductions and contextual notes are the editor's commentary and are not part of the original text.
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When you feel weighed down by your mistakes, do not keepsilent or try to hide them. Open your heart to Hashemin honest
confession, and then immediately shift your focus to absolute trust in His forgiveness and constant protection, knowing that

He never slumbers and is always guarding your steps.

Today, the moment you feel a heavy heart or a sense of spiritual distance, stop what you are doing, speak to Hashemin your

own words to acknowledge your mistake, and then say out loud: "My help is from Hashem, who forgives and guards ny soul.'
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