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O N  T HIS  PA G E

In this chapter, the Chovos HaLevavos addresses a fundamental question in our avodah: does the middah of submission

depend on other good traits, or is it the other way around? The author guides us to understand that true service of Hashem

requires a person to completely divest himself of any feelings of masterhood, leaving that crown to Hashem alone, while fully

accepting the yoke of slavehood.

We will learn how slavehood and masterhood are completely interdependent, meaning a person cannot truly serve Hashem

without first acquiring deep submission and humility. The chapter shows us how shedding pride and self-glory is the very first

step, serving as the essential foundation for all other spiritual achievements.

All introductions, summaries, and contextual notes are the editor's commentary and are not part of the original text.

וּבַת זֶה: שׁ תְ ר בִּ ? אוֹמַ הּ מוּכוֹת לָ וֹבוֹת סְ טּ דּוֹת הַ מִּ  וֹבוֹת, אוֹ הַ טּ דּוֹת הַ מִּ מוּכָה לַ ה סְ נִיעָ כְּ  ם הַ ל אִ בָ אָ

But as to whether submission is secondary to other good character traits,  or whether other good traits are secondary to it? I will say in

response to this:

NOTE The author is posing a fundamental question of spiritual hierarchy: is humility just one of many good traits, or is it the foundation upon

which all other traits depend?

נוּת, דְ אַ דּוֹת הָ מִּ  ל לוֹ מִ נַצֵּ יִּתְ שֶׁ ם, הוּא  דָ אָ ן הָ ים מִ לֹהִ ה לֵא עֲבוֹדָ וֹ הָ יֵּם בּ קַ תְ תִּ שֶׁ ה  לַּת מָ  חִ י תְּ כִּ נוּ,  לֵ צְ עַ אֶ יָּדוּ ן הַ מִ

א. וֹרֵ דוּת לַבּ בְ עַ דּוֹת הָ ל מִ כָּ מוֹ  צְ ל עַ ל עַ בֵּ יְּקַ שֶׁ  בַד, וְ לְ ן לוֹ בִּ ד אוֹתָ ייַחֵ וִ

It is well known to us that the very beginning of how a person's service of Hashem is established is for him to divest himself of all traits

of masterhood, reserving them for Hashem alone, and to take upon himself all the traits of servitude to the Creator.

NOTE To serve Hashem properly, a person must first realize that he is not the master of his own life; he must yield all control and sovereignty to the

Creator.

וּ נּ ינֶ ם אֵ דָ אָ הָ שֶׁ ר;  חֵ אַ יאַת הָ צִ מְ ד בִּ חָ ל אֶ כָּ יאַת  צִ יֵּב מְ חַ תְ ר תִּ שֶׁ  ף, אֲ רֵ טָ צְ מִּ  ר הַ עַ שַּׁ   ן מִ נוּת הֵ דְ אַ הָ דוּת וְ בְ עַ י הָ כִּ

ד. בֶ יֶה לוֹ עֶ יִּהְ שֶׁ ד  זֶּה עַ ם הַ שֵּׁ   אוּי לַ יֶה רָ ן לֹא יִהְ דוֹ אָ הָ ן, וְ דוֹ יֶה לוֹ אָ יִּהְ שֶׁ ד  ד עַ בֶ ם עֶ שֵׁ  אוּי לְ רָ

For servitude and masterhood are correlative concepts,  where the existence of one necessitates the existence of the other;  a person

cannot be called a servant until he has a master,  and a master is not fit for this title until he has a servant.

. ךְ רֶ עֵ ם וּבָ שֵּׁ   בַּ רוֹ  ת חֲבֵ ם אֶ וּ קוֹדֵ נּ ינֶ נוּי, אֵ קָּ  הַ נֶה וְ וֹ קּ יָן הַ נְ עִ כְּ ם,  הֶ ד מֵ חָ ל אֶ כָ וְ

And each of them, much like the relationship between a buyer and the item bought,  does not precede the other in title or in

relationship.



ה נִיעָ כְּ  ן הַ הֵ דוּת, וְ בְ עַ דּוֹת הָ ל מִ כָּ מוֹ  צְ ל עַ ל עַ בֵּ יְּקַ שֶׁ ד  לָּא עַ  ים, אֶ לֹהִ ם לֵא דָ אָ ן הָ ה מִ עֲבוֹדָ יֵּם הָ קַ תְ לֹא תִּ וְ

ן, גָּאוֹ הַ ת, וְ רֶ אֶ פְ תִּ הַ , וְ הּ גֹּבַ  הַ ר, וְ יְּקָ הַ לָּה, וְ  דֻ גְּ ן הַ הֵ שֶׁ נוּת,  דְ אַ דּוֹת הָ ל מִ כָּ  ל לוֹ מִ נַצֵּ יִּתְ שֶׁ  נָיו, וְ פָ לוּת לְ פְ שִּׁ   הַ וְ

זֶה. ה לָ וֹמֶ דּ הַ וְ

Thus, a person's service of Hashem cannot be established unless he takes upon himself all the traits of servitude—which are submission

and lowliness before Him—and divests himself of all traits of masterhood, which are self-aggrandizement, honor, haughtiness,  glory,

pride,  and the like.

וּ. נּ פֶ דְ הוּ, יַהַ טֵ עֲ מַ יו בְּ לָ נֵס עָ כָּ  הִ רוֹצֶה לְ שֶׁ י  א, וּמִ וֹרֵ בּ ה הַ טֵ עֲ לָּה מַ  דֻ גְּ ים: הַ כָמִ חֲ ן הַ ד מִ חָ ר אֶ מַ אָ וְ

And one of the wise men said: 'Grandeur is the cloak of the Creator,  and whoever wishes to approach Him wearing His cloak, He

will cast him away.'

. שׁ ךְ גֵּאוּת לָבֵ לָ ד )תהלים צב(: ה׳ מָ וִ ר דָּ מַ אָ וְ

And David HaMelech said: 'Hashem reigns,  He is clothed in majesty.'

זֶּבַח  מֹעַ מִ שְׁ נֵּה   כָּתוּב )שמואל א ט״ו:כ״ב(: הִ  ר הַ מַ אָ שֶׁ מוֹ  כְּ ה,  חוֹבָ ע הַ רַ פְ יִּ שֶׁ ד  ין עַ אֲמִ מַּ ה לַ ה טוֹבָ דָּ ין מִ אֵ וְ

טוֹב.

And a believer cannot attain extra piety until he first pays his basic obligation, as the verse says: 'Behold, to obey is better than a

sacrificial offering.'

NOTE A person cannot look for extra-credit spiritual stringencies (piety) if they are neglecting the basic, fundamental duty of listening to Hashem's

command.

דוּת. בְ עַ דּוֹת הָ ל מִ כָ ה לוֹ בְּ יוֹדֶ א, וְ וֹרֵ בּ ת הַ יו עֲבוֹדַ לָ ל עָ בֵּ יְּקַ שֶׁ ד  ה עַ וֹבָ טּ יֵּם לוֹ הַ קַ תְ לֹא תִּ וְ

And this goodness cannot be established for him until he accepts upon himself the service of the Creator and submits to Him with all

the traits of servitude.

נוּ. מְ דַּ קְ ר הִ שֶׁ  כַּאֲ נָיו,  פָ חוּתוֹ לְ שַׁ  לוּתוֹ, וְ פְ שִׁ  ים, וְ לֹהִ תוֹ לֵא נִיעָ כְּ ן  אֹמֶ לָּא בְּ  דוּת, אֶ בְ עַ וּ הָ נּ מֶּ  ן מִ כֵ תָּ  לֹא תִּ וְ

And servitude itself is impossible for him except through the training of his submission to Hashem, and his lowliness and self-

effacement before Him, as we have previously explained.

ן. הֶ לָּה לָ  חִ יא רֹאשׁ וּתְ הִ תוֹ, וְ נִיעָ כְ מוּכוֹת לִ חוֹבוֹת סְ הַ וֹבוֹת וְ טּ דּוֹת הַ מִּ  ל הַ כָּ יֶינָה  הְ תִּ שֶׁ יֵּב  חַ זֶה מְ וְ

This dictates that all good character traits and spiritual duties are secondary to his submission, and that submission is the head and the

beginning of them all.

ן ה מִ אוּמָ בוֹ מְ בָ לְ יֵשׁ בִּ ים, וְ לֹהִ ה לֵא נִיעָ כְּ  הַ יק מֵ וֹ רֵ בּ לִּ שֶׁ י  מִ ה לְ ה טוֹבָ דָּ ן מִ כֵ תָּ  לֹּא תִּ  שֶׁ עֲבוּר זֶה,  בַּ ן  ין נוֹתֵ דִּ הַ וְ

לָּה.  דֻ גְּ הַ וָה וְ גַּאֲ הַ

Logic therefore dictates that no good trait can truly exist in one whose heart is empty of submission to Hashem, or who has even a

trace of pride and self-importance in his heart.

NOTE If pride is present, any seemingly good trait is tainted by self-interest and cannot be considered a true, pure spiritual acquisition.



א רָ ר נִקְ שֶׁ  י אֲ מִּ  עוּ עַ נְ כָּ  יִ כָּתוּב )ד״ה ב ז(: וְ  ר הַ מַ אָ שֶׁ מוֹ  כְּ ה,  נִיעָ כְּ  הַ חוּת, וְ שַּׁ   הַ לוּת, וְ פְ שִּׁ   ה הַ וּבָ שׁ תְּ ן רֹאשׁ הַ כֵ וְ

׳. גוֹ נַי, וְ וּ פָ שׁ יבַקְ לוּ, וִ לְ פַּ  יִתְ ם, וְ לֵיהֶ י עֲ מִ שְׁ

Likewise,  the very beginning of teshuvah is lowliness,  self-effacement, and submission, as the verse says: 'If My people,  upon whom

My Name is called, shall humble themselves,  and pray, and seek My face...'

ם. יתֵ חִ שְׁ  עוּ, לֹא אַ נְ כְ ר )שם יב(: נִ מַ אָ וְ

And it says: 'They have humbled themselves;  I will not destroy them.'

W HA T  T O  T A K E  F R O M  IT

The author explains that a Yid cannot reach true piety or even fulfill his basic obligations to the Creator without first

accepting the conditions of slavehood through submission and humility. Because masterhood belongs solely to Hashem, any

trace of pride or self-glory pushes a person away from His presence. Ultimately, the chapter establishes that submission is the

head and beginning of all moral qualities, and it is the indispensable first step for any genuine teshuvah and divine service.

ה שֶׂ עֲ מַ לְ W H AT  T O  T A K E  H O M E

My dear friend, the Chovos HaLevavos is teaching us a fundamental rule in our avodah: you cannot build a beautiful

structure of mitzvos and middos on a foundation of pride. We often try to work on our character traits or add beautiful

hiddurim to our mitzvos, but the Rabbeinu Bachya reveals that all good traits are secondary to submission. If a person has

even a trace of arrogance in their heart, their spiritual achievements are hollow. True service of Hashem only begins when we

step down from the throne of 'masterhood' and accept the reality of our 'slavehood' to the Creator.

Think about how this plays out in daily life. When we feel insulted, when we demand that things go exactly our way, or

when we feel a surge of self-importance because of our successes, we are trying to wrap ourselves in the 'garment of the

Creator', which is grandeur and majesty. But as Chazal warn us, Hashem pushes away anyone who tries to wear His royal

garment. True peace and genuine middos only come when we let go of the need to control and instead humble ourselves

before Hashem, recognizing that He is the Master and we are here to serve Him.

Today, when something does not go according to your plans, or when you feel the urge to assert your honor, pause for one

moment, take a deep breath, and say quietly to yourself: 'Hashem is the Master, and I am His servant.' Let go of the need to

control the outcome, and yield to His will with joy.
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