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This chapter addresses the profound question of how one should approach repentance when it feels overwhelmingly difficult.
The Chovos HaLevavos guides us through various scenarios, distinguishing between sins committed against Hashemand
those against our fellow man. It offers practical and spiritual strategies for overcoming obstacles to teshuvah, emphasizing

Hashem's boundless mercy and His readiness to assist those who sincerely strive to return to Him.

The chapter delves into specific cases, such as financial transgressions, physical harm, and even situations where the wronged
party is unknown or has passed away. It reassures us that no matter the complexity of the sin, Hashem provides a path for
atonement, often by facilitating the necessary steps for restitution and reconciliation. The author concludes with a powerful
call to action, urging us to awaken from spiritual slumber and seize the opportunity for teshuvah while the gates of mercy are
still open.

All introductions, summaries, and contextual notes are the editor's commentary and are not part of the original text.
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But what strategy should one adopt if teshuvah is difficult for him?
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In answer to this question, we will say that one who has transgressed a sin for which it is difficult to rectify through its specific

teshuvah, it must fall into one of two categories.
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Either it is from the sins between him and his Creator, or it is from the sins between him and other people, such as overcharging, theft,

various types of robbery, violence, and oppression.
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Whichever category it belongs to, if teshuvah is difficult for him due to one of the reasons we mentioned previously that make
teshuvah hard, then, when he takes upon himself the requirements of teshuvah with all its conditions to the utmost of his power and
ability, the Creator will make his teshuvah easier for him, and will forgive him for what is hidden from him and beyond his ability, and

will provide him a swift way out of his sin and broaden his excuse in it.
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And if it is from the category of forbidden relations, which we mentioned regarding one who fathers a child from an illicit union, the

Creator will cut off his offspring.
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And if it is from overcharging or theft of money, Hashem will give him money, and he will repay his fellow and appease him, and he

will forgive him.
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And if he harmed his fellow physically or damaged his possessions, the blessed Creator will put favor and love in his fellow's heart until
he forgives him for his sin against him, as it is written (Mishlei 16:7): "When Hashem favors a person's ways, He will cause even his

enemies to make peace with him."

And if the oppressed person is far from him, the Creator will arrange their meeting until the oppressor humbles himself before him and
he forgives him.
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And if he does not know the oppressed people or the amount of money he extorted, Hashem will enable him to spend his money on
public benefits, such as building a bridge, digging wells for people to benefit from, or making cisterns on roads where water is scarce,

and similar public welfare projects, until its benefit includes both those he oppressed and those he did not oppress.
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And if the oppressed person dies, he should return the money to his heirs; and if he harmed him physically or spoke badly about him, he
should confess at his grave in the presence of ten people, and his sin will be forgiven, as our Sages of blessed memory said regarding
this matter: "He brings ten people and stands them by his grave and says: 'T have sinned against Hashem, the G-d of Israel, and

against this person, whom I have harmed."”
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Teshuvah is not withheld from the sinner; rather, the obstruction comes from his own conscience and the deceit of his heart; but if he
truly desires to draw near to Hashem, the gate of teshuvah will not be closed before him, and no obstacle will prevent him from
reaching it. Rather, He will open for him the gate of righteousness and show him the good path in His kindness and goodness, as it is
written (Tehillim 25:8): "Good and upright is Hashem; therefore He teaches sinners in the way"; and it says (Devarim 4:29): "From
there you will seek Hashem your G-d, and you will find Him, etc."; and it is written (Devarim 30:14): "For the matter is very close to

you"; and it says (Tehillim 145:18): "Hashem s close to all who call upon Him, etc."
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My brother, I have already clarified for you some of the obligations of teshuvah and revealed to you some of the ways of return, which
leaves you with no excuse, and your pretexts are gone. What will you say tomorrow to your G-d? Will you say, "I was ignorant”? But

you were not ignorant! Or will you say, "I did what I did, but I didn't know"?
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What will be the answer to this question? And without a doubt, we will be asked.
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Prepare for teshuvah while they are still granting you time.

11¥77 ¥730 TwD1 0y IWMm 27137 N2 PyRn OX °D XYY 13PN 71 9y TRWAT 7D TR V)
MO MERT DI PYXR RN KPR O 200 22 8D 22 8712

And know, ny brother, that the answer to this will come only from our deeds, not from our words. Reflect with your soul how you can

attain the favor of your Creator, for only one who hastens will achieve good today, and the fruit of procrastination is regret.
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Wake up, my brother, from the slumber of your foolishness, and have mercy on your soul, which is the most honored of the Creator's
deposits with you. How long, and until when, will this delay continue? You have already spent your days fulfilling your desires, like a
wicked servant; will you not return to spend your remaining days fulfilling the will of your Creator? You already know that the days
of man are short, and what remains is undoubtedly even shorter, as our Sages of blessed memory said: "The day is short and the work

is great.”




N2 T MNWIT ACIOR ONIM 7290 AT UMY A2 5722 D203 1R M0 IR 77 100
M 7YY PR Nivivi nimag nIawn X7 WK Dipn 00 1iynm 72230 0ipna PR M K
WINTP IRYRMD 71 WIT (1T YWw?) wURd N8N 7R3 172pM MmN NWAT 1YY Tiva

.21p NP2

My brother, you have a precious and honored spirit, with which you have honored this contemptible and fleeting world, and you have
neglected your enduring future. Will you not lift your spirit to that honored place and lofty abode, a place where the spirits that
ascend to it will never be lowered from their exaltedness? And hasten while the gate of teshuvah is open and acceptance and

atonement are still available, as it is written (Yeshayahu 55:6): "Seek Hashem while He is found; call to Him while He is near.”
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Hurry, my brother, and hasten before your dread comes, for you are not assured of even one more day of life. Examine your soul with

a careful and weighed examination, as is fitting for one like you, and let it be balanced with your intellect.

2iw0 M) 1921 0°72100 00N 130N WDI1W XD NNDT 17 0127 XTI 11¥77 YT N¥Y oM
71231 °2¥3 17 W2 PR WD 1Y M DU ARY 02 1Ty 0007 VRN OgRnT KPR Imyeye X9

DDWIY I 1% Niy? MKD

And whoever wishes to attain the favor of his Creator should enter through the narrow gate through which the suffering chassidim
enter. All of us hope for good, but only those who hasten towards it, who run towards it, will reach it, as our Sages of blessed memory

said: "Be bold as a leopard, light as an eagle, swift asa deer, and mighty as a lion to do the will of your Father in Heaven."

And Dovid HaMelech said (Tehillim 119:60): "I hastened and did not delay to keep Your commandments.”
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Reflect with your soul and be ashamed before your Creator that you would treat Him in a way you would not want to treat a fellow
creature like yourself. For you know that if you angered even a minor official among the king's men, you would not delay humbling
yourself to him and pleading with him to forgive you and assure you against his punishment, despite his weakness in this matter. How

much more so if a minister were to be angry with you, and certainly if it were the king himself, you would hasten to seek his

forgiveness, and quickly do teshuvah to him, and appease him out of fear of his swift punishment.
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And you already know his weakness in doing anything without the decree of the Creator, as the wise man said (Mishlei 21:1): "The
king's heart is like streams of water in the hand of Hashem; He turns it wherever He wishes,” along with the transience of his
kingdom, the uprooting of his rule, the division of his heart, his preoccupation with some matters over others, and the forgetfulness

and concealment that affect him, and most of what is hidden from him even among visible things, let alone hidden ones.
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And with all this knowledge, you do not delay in asking Him to forgive your sin and hasten to what He desires and will accept from
you. And how can we not be ashamed, my brother, before our Creator, who observes the hidden and the revealed of our deeds and
thoughts, upon whom no forgetfulness or concealment passes, and whom nothing distracts from anything else? There is no escape
from His judgment, and no end to His kingdom, that we should turn away from Him and delay humbling ourselves to Him and

returning to Him, when we do not know the time of our end and the limit of our days.
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And if a person were to warn the people of a town or a country and say, "People, be ready to depart for the World to Come, for one

"

person among you will be taken this month, and I will not make him known (or, 'T do not know him')
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Would it not be proper for each of them to be ready to die out of fear that he might be that person?
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And how can we all not be ready for it? And we see that death consumes a great number of the living every month. Is it not proper for
us to fear for our souls every month and to consider our affairs, our provisions, and our appointed home even one day before they are
needed, as our Sages of blessed memory said: "Repent one day before your death,” and it is said (Koheles 9:8): "At all times let your

garments be white"?
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Examine this clarification with your superior intellect and understanding, based on what you clearly see with your own eyes, more

than what others might tell you.
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And do not push away your intellect and understanding, for it has already been said that the blessed Creator has bestowed goodness
upon His servants; if they accept them, they will find rest in them (or, 'they will be relieved by them'), but if they reject them, they

will become claims against them, and afterwards, they will turn into vengeance.
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And the blessed Creator has favored you with wisdom, understanding, and knowledge, giving you an advantage over others through

them. Be very careful that they do not turn into a claim against you.
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And He has already awakened you to the straight path and shown you the way of your good, and out of compassion for you, He has
led you gently. He did not want you to persist in your foolishness and cling to your rebellion, but rather to deal with you in the way of
kindness that is fitting for Him, and with His compassion and mercy for His creations, as it is written (Tehillim 25:8): "Good and
upright is Hashem; therefore He teaches sinners in the way." And He has already called you gently and with soft language, and
afterwards with rebuke and shame, and afterwards He warned you with His punishment, so that you would return to Him and

hasten to come back to Him.
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Hurry, my brother, and hasten to listen to Him, to hear His voice, and to cling to Him. Choose for your soul what your G-d has
chosen for it, and what your Creator desires from it. And do not let laziness lead you to treat it lightly, for if your soul is light in your

eyes, what thing will be honored by you?
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And be careful lest the thoughts of your heart deceive you and tell you: "Now, after a long period of my neglect and the passing of

most of my days, I will return to Hashem and seek His forgiveness.”
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And it is proper that you respond to it with what the prophet said regarding this matter (Yechezkel 18): "And when a wicked person

turns away from his wickedness, and when a righteous person turns away from his righteousness,” until the end of the passage.
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And the early Sages already compared this to a person who had silver coins in his hand and needed to cross a great river. And when

he stood on the bank of the river, he threw the coins...

WHAT TO TAKE FROM IT

Shaar HaTeshuvah, Chapter Ten, outlines the strategy for repentance when it is difficult, categorizing sins as either between
man and Hashemor between man and his fellow. The author assures us that if one sincerely commits to teshuvah to the best
of their ability, Hashem will ease the process and provide solutions for seemingly insurmountable obstacles. Specific examples
are given: for illicit relations, Hashem will cut off the mamzer's descendants; for monetary theft, Hashem will provide funds
for restitution; for physical harm, Hashem will soften the victim's heart. If the wronged party is distant, Hashem will arrange a
meeting. If the number of victims or amount stolen is unknown, one should engage in public good works. If the wronged

party has died, restitution goes to heirs, and for physical or verbal harm, confession at the grave with a minyan is prescribed.




The chapter emphasizes that repentance is always accessible, with Hashem opening the path for those who truly seek Him. It
concludes with a heartfelt exhortation to hasten teshuvah, reminding us of life’s brevity and the importance of prioritizing our

spiritual end over fleeting worldly desires, while the gates of repentance remain open.
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My dear brother, the Chovos HaLevavos here gives us such a powerful chiddush: even when teshuvah seems impossible,
when the obstacles are so great, Hashem Himself will help us! If you stole and don't have the money to pay back, He will give
it to you. If the person you wronged is far away, He will arrange for you to meet. If you don't even know who you wronged,
He will guide you to do a public good that will atone. Even if the person passed away, there is a path. The message is clear:

there is *always* a way back, because Hashem wants us to return.

This teaches us a fundamental truth about Hashem's chessed. He doesn't just command us to do teshuvah; He actively helps
us fulfill it, especially when it feels overwhelming. Our job s to take the first step, to genuinely desire to return, and to do
whatever is in our power. Once we commit, Hashem opens the gates and smooths the path, making the seemingly impossible,
possible. He is "Tov v'Yashar Hashem, al kein yoreh chata'imba'derech” — Good and upright is Hashem, therefore He

teaches sinners the way.

So often, the yetzer hara whispers, "It's too hard. You can't fix this. It's too late.” But the Chovos HaLevavos tells us this is a
lie, a trick of our own hearts. Hashemnever closes the door. He is always close to those who call upon Himin truth. Our only

real obstacle is our own procrastination and lack of resolve.

Today, let's take to heart that no matter how difficult a teshuvah might seem, Hashem is waiting to help us. Choose one area
where you've been putting off teshuvah because it felt too hard, and take one concrete step towards it, trusting that Hashem

will clear the path for the rest.
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