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CHAYEI SARA . 7TH ALIYAH

L) CHAPTER PREVIEW
In this final aliyah of Parshas Chayei Sara, the Torah turns its focus to the descendants of Yishmael, the son of Avraham
whom Hagar the Mitzri bore to him. We are introduced to the next generation of this family, listing the names of Yishmael's

sons in the order of their births as they began to branch out and establish their own lineages.

All introductions, summaries, and contextual notes are the editor’s commentary and are not part of the original text.
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maidservant of the Egyptian Hagar  bore whom Avraham  son of Yishmael the offspring of And these are
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to Avraham Sarah

Pasuk 2
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Yishmael the firstborn of according to their births by their names Yishmael the sons of the names of And these are

and Mivsam  and Adbeel and Kedar Nevayos
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thisone after thisone theirbirth theorderof accordingtotheir progeny by their names

Pasuk 3
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and Massa and Dumah and Mishma
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and Kedmah Naphish ~ Jetur  and Tema Hadad
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twelve and by their by their villages are their names and these Yishmael the sonsof are  These

strongholds
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open for theyare intheiropenareas anditstranslation awall — havetothem thatdonot  cities By theirenclosures
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98 Tehillim  andsing burstforth  like opening  anexpression of
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years  andseven years and thirty years one hundred Yishmael the life of were the years of And these
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his people  to  and he was gathered and he died and he expired
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Lavan to thathe came before from hisfather whenhe separated years fourteen Ever inthehouseof Yaakov thatserved
"3 OPRYRYY PR WY 9901 MY ONYRYY N INn IpyY wNRYD Y
etc. Yishmael to  Esav andwent asitissaid Yishmael died from his father Yaakov whenhe separated for behold
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Nikraas  Megillah attheendof itisexplained justas 25  Rabbah  Bereishis
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before toward Ashur asyougo Mitzrayim the face of isbefore ~which ~ Shur wuntl from Chavilah And they dwelt
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he settled his brothers all  the face of
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seven Shoftim inthe valley were dwelling the East and the childrenof and Amalek and Midian like — dwelt fell
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he shall dwell his brothers all ~ theface of upon itsays andfurtheron falling  anexpressionof  says it here
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Avraham once died heshall dwell Avraham died before until twelve sixteen Bereishis
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CHAPTER SUMMARY

The aliyah details the twelve sons of Yishmael, who became twelve distinct chieftains over their respective nations, dwelling in
their own villages and encampments. The Torah records that Yishmael lived for one hundred and thirty-seven years before
passing away and being gathered to his people, and concludes by describing the geographic boundaries of his descendants'

territory, stretching from Havilah near Mitzrayimall the way toward Asshur.
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The Torah is telling us the years of Ishmael's life, and Rashi is immediately bothered by a kasha: why does the Torah go out of
its way to count the years of a rasha? The teretz Rashi brings from the Chazal in Megillah is beautiful. The Torah is counting
his years to help us calculate the timeline of Yaakov Avinu's life, specifically to show us how many years Yaakov spent learning

in the yeshivah of Shemand Ever.

Think about the deep chiddush the Torah is teaching us here. Ishmael was a wild man, a person of physical power and vast
desert kingdoms. Yet, in the eyes of Hashem, the entire purpose of recording his life story and counting his years is only to
serve as a backdrop for a young boy sitting in a tent, shteiging over the Torah. The kingdoms of Ishmael, with all their noise

and power, are just the scaffolding. The real building, the real focus of the entire creation, is the quiet learning of a Yid.

Sometimes we look at the big, loud world around us and we feel small. We see people building massive empires, running the
world's econony, and making headlines, while we are sitting in a bais medrash or at our kitchen table trying to understand a
difficult Tosfos or saying a chapter of Tehillim. The yetzer hara tries to make us feel like our quiet avodah is insignificant. But
this parsha comes to be mechadesh the exact opposite. The whole world and all its history only exist to support your Torah

and your mitzyos.

Today, when you sit down to learn or do a mitzvah, remind yourself of this yesod. Do not let the noise of the world distract

you. Realize that the entire world is spinning right now just so you can have the opportunity to connect to Hashem.
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