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(CHUKAS—BALAK - 3RD ALIYAH)

L) CHAPTER PREVIEW

In this aliyah, we experience the deeply moving and solemn transition of leadership as the holy Kohen Gadol, Aaron
HaKohen, is gathered to his people on Mount Hor. Because of the waters of Meribah, Hashem decrees that Aaron will not
enter the Promised Land. In the sight of the entire congregation, Moshe Rabbeinu ascends the mountain with Aaron and his
son Elazar, where Moshe gently transfers the sacred priestly vestments to Elazar before Aaron passes away in holiness. The

entire House of Israel, feeling the immense loss of Aaron's peaceful soul, weeps for him for thirty days.

Following this mourning period, the Bnei Yisrael face immediate challenges and spiritual trials. They are attacked by the
Canaanite king of Arad, prompting them to make a sacred vow to Hashem, Who delivers the eneny into their hands.
However, as they journey around Edom, the people's spirits grow short, and they fall into the trap of speaking against
Hashemand Moshe, complaining about the manna. This brings a painful punishment of fiery serpents, leading the people to
do teshuvah and cry out to Moshe to intercede on their behalf.

All introductions, summaries, and contextual notes are the editor’s commentary and are not part of the original text.
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the mountain  Hor the congregation all of Yisrael the children of and they came fromKadesh And they journeyed
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of those one amongthem was fornot theland toenter andstanding perfect all of them congregation The entire
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are of those and these the wilderness the dead of had ceased foralready uponthem the decree upon whom was decreed
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Tanchuma today  allofyou arealive four Devarim aboutthem thatiswritten
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thatthe doud andeventhough  large anapple topof on small likeanapple amount topof on amount Hor  Mount
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for the Torah ~ Sinai Mount among them remained three the mountains —  andlevelled before them  went
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Tanchuma  Moshe for the burialof Nebo and Mount Aharon for the burial of the mount and Hor
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Edom  the land of the border of by the mountain at Hor Aharon andto Moshe to Hashem And He said
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saying
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the wicked toEsav todrawclose here theyjoined  thatbecause thistells Edom  thelandof theboundaryof By
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Tanchuma  yourworks" —  Hashem hasbreached Achazyahu with "Becauseyoujoined 20 1II
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Ihave given which  theland into he shallenter not because hispeoples to  Aharon Letbe gathered
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Meribah  atthe watersof My word ~—  yourebelled against  that  because Yisrael to the children of
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the mountain Hor  them and bring up his son Elazar and — Aharon — Take
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given your crown thatyouwillsee fortunateareyou tohim  say consolation ~ of  withwords Aharon — Take
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there tothis am privileged I thatnot which toyour son
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shall be gathered and Aharon his son Elazar — and clothe them hisgarments —  Aharon  — and strip
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there and die
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toplace them fromuponhim and he stripped them he dothed him high priesthood the garmentsof —  hisgarments —
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burning andacandle  made abed hesaw andheentered intothecave enter tohim hesaid inhispresence hisson upon
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and he dosed yourmouth close andhestretched out yourhands stretchout and heascended tothebed ascend tohim he said
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Devarim tohim whatwassaid andthisis  death forthat  Moshe coveted immediately andhecdosed youreyes close
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allof in the eyesof the mountain Hor  to  and they ascended Hashem commanded as Moshe And did
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the congregation
»YI

: N®IAN 23y KY 45 nwR  27ow RUYN .wnm wym
Tanchuma  delay hedidnot forhim wasdifficult thatthe matter eventhough Moshe And Moshe did
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and died his son Elazar — them and he clothed hisgarments —  Aharon ~—  Moshe And stripped
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the mountain from and Elazar  Moshe and descended the mountain on the topof there Aharon
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days thirty Aharon — and they wept for Aharon had expired that the congregation all And they saw
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Yisrael the house of  all
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where theysaid descended not and Aharon descending andElazar Moshe whentheysaw the congregation all ~ And theysaw
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— andstopped the Angel against whostood one isitpossible theysaid hedied tothem hesaid Aharon is
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and they showed him mercy Moshe requested immediately  Death the Angel of overhim should rule the plague
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there and theybelieved theysaw onthebed lying tothem service theangelsof
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12 AvosdRabbiNasan tohiswife aman andbetween quarrel partiesof between
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he translates - . unless he errs  hedied because thathe whotranslates I say he had died that
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read  donot 3a Hashanah Rosh ~ Abahu Rabbi andassaid  theglory thecloudsof thatdeparted the Midrash
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itis since  because theexpressionof  falls  this expression andupon and theywereseen butrather andtheysaw
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but Aaron  died behold because weretheyseen why it thatisabove forwhat areason the givingof
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the expression of butonly applicable because expressionof thereisno the congregation all andtheysaw the translationof upon
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andif  like that  inthesenseof  serves if  for we find if  theusageof from the categoryof whichis that
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if expression from this are explained and many 21 Job  myspirit should be impatient not why
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by the way of Israel came that the South whodweltin Arad king of the Canaanite And he heard

DAY AR W PNIRNR anPY DOINNT
a captivity fromthem and he took captive againstIsrael and he fought the spies
)
WXI2 RDONTD 10 930 C3Y IDPRON ION NRY ynw oapaon yewe
in Rosh asitis etc. glory  thecdoudsof anddeparted Aharon thatdied Heheard the Canaanite And he heard
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for punishment time atevery prepared  for Yisrael chastisement wasa strap of fromalways and Amalek 3 page Hashanah
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13 Bamidbar thesouth inthelandof dwells  Amalek asitissaid Amalek this thesouth Theinhabitantof
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praying Yisrael  thatthey wouldbe inorder Canaan inthelanguage of tospeak hislanguage —  and he changed
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their clothing Yisrael ~ Theysaw Canaanites werenot andthey intotheirhand Canaanites togive tothe Holy One
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if asitissaid generally letuspray theysaid Canaan thelanguageof and theirlanguage Amalekites like the clothing of
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764 Shimoni Yalkut see intomyhand this thepeople — Youwillgive surely
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by the south and they wentup asitis said the spies byit thatwent thesouth thewayof theAtharim The way of
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before them  thatjourneyed the Great the Scout the wayof the Atharim  the wayof explanation another thirteen in Bamidbar
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Tanchuma arestingplace forthem tosearchout  days three ajourneyof ten there asitissaid
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there  Shimoni Yalkut one  amaidservant  but  itwasnot acaptive fromthem andhe captured
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this  the naton —  Youwill deliver surely If and he said to Hashem avow Yisrael And vowed
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their cities —  then I will destroy into my hand
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tothe Most High  theirspoil Iwill consecrate And Iwill dedicate
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Edom theland of —  tobypass Reeds the Sea of by way of the mountain fromHor And they journeyed
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on the journey the people the soul of and became impatient
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they turned back  this war uponthem andcame Aharon thatdied Assoonas Reeds theSeaof The wayof
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when it was decreed  for themselves that they turned back the way  itis Reeds theSeaof thewayof ontheirbackward path
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chapter1  Devarim  Reeds theSeaof thewayof intothe wilderness andjourney asitissaid the spies the decree of upon them
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journeyed  Yisrael ~ Andthe childrenof asitissaid  journeys seven  on their backward path they turned back and here
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the Mountain at Hor andisitnot hedie atMoserah Butdid Aharon died there toMoserah Yaakan Bene from Beeroth
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andgoout before them hewas  asif  andtheylamentedhim forhim and theymourned theyturnedback there rather hedied
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Tanchuma the Mountain Hor until Moserah from journeys seven andyouwill find them inthejourneys andexamine

)
A¥83 T2y° oam NPY BTN PN NN 230
through hisland  topass he permitted them becausenot ~ Edom  thelandof —  togoround
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theysaid forthem which washard thejourney because of the trouble of because of the way the people the soul of And was shortened
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our fathers turned back thus backward are turningback and we intotheland toenter close we were  Now
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the journey by the affliction of theirsoul wasshortened therefore thisday wuntil years  andeight thirty and delayed
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on the journey the people thesoulof andwasshortened —tosay isitcorrect and not en cure del tour and in foreign language
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soul  shorteningof thatyoufind place forevery itwasshortened bywhat init explained andnot onthejourney whilebeing
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11 Zechariah withthem mysoul andwasshortened forexample itwasshortened bywhat there itisexplained in Scripture
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upon hard  thing andevery 10 Judges Yisrael by the misery of Hissoul and wasshortened and for example
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and thereisno uponhim comes that the trouble likeaperson  soul  shorteningof theexpressionof onit falls  aperson
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the pain  there todwell hisheart within  place  forit andthereisno the matter it toreceive broad enough  his mind
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forexample the person upon andheavy itis thatgreat greatness theexpressionof falls  thatburdens andregardinga thing
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Youhuntme likealion anditbecomeslarge uponme it grew great 11 Zechariah against Me grewgreat theirsoul andalso
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todie  fromMitzrayim did you bringusup ~ why  and against Moshe against God  the people And spoke
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the miserable - the bread loathes and oursoul water and thereisno bread thereisno for in the wilderness
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Tanchuma tohis Master aservant theyequated andagainst Moshe against God
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were equal  both of them have youbroughtusup ~ why
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and rejecting  soul  shorteningof isanexpressionof this even loatheth and oursoul
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and died the people —  and they bit the fiery ones the snakes —  among the people Hashem And He sent
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from Yisrael many people
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their teeth  with the venom of the person  — that burn the burningones  the serpents ~ —
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and exact punishment slander bringingout for which was punished the serpent Letcome thepeople —  And theybit
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Tanchuma delicacies  intoseveral forthem  changed  single thatathing goodness from the deniers of
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on behalf of Moshe  and prayed the serpents —  fromupon us that He remove Hashem to pray
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the people
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see  from forgiving cruel he shouldbe thatnot fromhim thattheyseek toone fromhere Moshe Andprayed
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and it shallbe a pole upon it and place a fiery serpent for yourself ~make = Moshe to Hashem And said
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and he shalllive  atit and he looks who is bitten anyone
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but  continually and wastingaway injured hewas bithim adonkey or adog even  that wasbitten Anyone
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merely aseeing it andhesaw here itissaid therefore tokill hastens  theserpent that the bite of
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andhegazed aman — theserpent  bit if  anditwas and he gazed itissaid theserpent butregarding the bite of
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withintent atit hegazed - . unless tobe healed the serpent one bittenby  quick was  for not etc.
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looking Israel that were at the time but give life or causedeath aserpent anddoes ourRabbis and said
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not andif healed they were Whoisin Heaven totheir Father theirheart —  and subjecting above toward
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— the serpent  Dbit it anditwas the pole upon andhe placedit copper aserpentof Moshe And he made
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and he lived  the copper  the serpent of toward and he looked a man

Al

m"apn SR MY NP NWT DY iniye v mNl XD .nwm owm

the Holy One blessedbe  Moshe  said but copper of tomakeit tohim wasitsaid not of copper A serpent
He
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31  Rabbah Bereishis aterm upon falling aterm copper of willmakeit andI aserpent callsit
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in Oboth  and they encamped Yisrael the children of And they journeyed
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upon  which in the wilderness Abarim in the ruins of and they encamped from Oboth And they journeyed
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the sun from the rising of  Moav  the face of
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it destruction isatermof andaruin  Iyim  theirname wascalled why Tknow not Abarim In the ruins of
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separates  whichit Kenaan thelandof to Nevo Mount — there those whopass thepassof theroadof  Ha'avarim
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Moav  thelandof of intheeastofher thesun  fromtheeastof Moav thefaceof on
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Moav  the boundary of andlikewise  of theirs  the border theendof theboundary-line of the Emori  From the boundary of
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from the side thattheycame wuntil anditseast itssouth allof Moav thelandof theywentaround Arnon  From the side of
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Moav  thelandof of onitsnorth the Emori theland of intothe midstof of Arnon the second
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belongedto andit of the Amorites from the boundary juttedout astrip  of the Amorites from the boundary thatcometh out
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encamped andthere of Moab theboundary whichis  Arnon unto of Moab intothe boundary andentered the Amorites
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grant didnot and they of Moab is the boundary ~Arnon  for of Moab intothe boundary enter and theydid not Israel
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and Moshe  consent andhedidnot hesent Moab thekingof unto andalso 11 Shoftim Yiftach  thatsaid
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Arnon the valleysof and — in Suphah Vahev —  Hashem the Warsof in the Book of itissaid -  Therefore
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and thevav Vahev Yahav from itissaid so Va'ed Yad from itissaid justas Yahev ~— islike Vahev Es
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the miraclesof torelate thereis so Reeds theSeaof themiradesof  theyrelate Justas Arnon  thevalleysof And —
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Moav to the border of and leaned Ar tosettle  stretched  which  of the streams and the pouring
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there where was poured of the valleys the pouring iseshed  pouring  of  thetranslation of the valleys And the pouring
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them above thatare in mountains  thecaves  from wewillgoout topass thevalley  into the land
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thesideof of  inthe mountain clefts those And were catapults and stones of with arrows and we will kill them
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and breasts  horns like clefts those  opposite there were the Amorites thesideof of  andinthe mountain ~ Moab
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Israel thelandof of the mountain shook topass Israel came  When outward protruding
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Moab of  themountain totheside of andapproached her mistress the face of togreet whogoes out like a maidservant
— o navh M3 TWN MR DM DR NI FinP 0T MmN o
Ar  todwell indined which andthisis andkilledthem  defts those into breasts those andentered
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andleaned andthisis toit andceaved Moab tothesideof andapproached fromitsplace inclined thatthe mountain

: T"1 M09 RPN aRin PIaab

S4b  Berachot  Tanchuma Moab  tothe border of
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the people —  Assemble toMoshe Hashem  said which  the well it is toBeer And from there
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water tothem and I will give
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willinform who the HolyOne  said how the well to theflow came fromthere tothewell And from there
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after itsmother letknow  toachild bread youhavegiven  says  the proverb these the miracles my children
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from there andbroughtup thevalley into  wentdown andthewell totheirplace the mountains returned they passed
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asong  andsang saw and Israel thecamp  around and carried them  and limbs and arms the slain the blood of
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to it sing O well Rise up this the song — Yisrael sang  Then
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tothem  announced thatthe well andfromwhere bringup thatyou what andbringup thevalley fromwithin Owell rise up
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itwas  years forty from the beginningof butbehold  itwas  fromthere andisit tothewell andfrom there asitissaid
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the song hesang then and likewise Tanchuma the miracdes —  topublicize thatitdescended rather with them
MY MR YIW  NIOAn ogb mamy WIM DU¥RW MOI AIRNG NNt
did it see what forty from the beginning of tothem wasgiven and the well forty attheend of wassaid this
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from it above isexpounded this the matter rather here  tobe written
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and from Midbar ~ with their staffs ~ with the lawgiver the people the nobles of excavatedit officers dug it A well
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to Mattanah
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and Aaron Moshe princes  diggedit  which  the well is this  theydiggedit The well
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with the staff  with their staff
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tothem itwasgiven and from the wilderness
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to Bamoth and from Nachaliel toNachaliel and from Mattanah
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likeits Targum  Nachaliel — And from the gift
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the face of upon and overlooking the Pisgah the peak of Moav  isin the field of  that  the valley and from Bamoth
R

the wasteland
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the well ceased andthere Moshe died there for Moav  isinthefieldof which thevalley And from the heights
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would take encamping when they were and prince prince  every the people  the nobles of They dugit Another explanation
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mark that  bywayof weredrawn thewell andthe watersof andhiscamp hisbanner toward anddraw his staff
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Tanchuma andtribe tribe every thecampof before andwould come
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the lawgiver the portionof there for asitissaid lawgiver ~whoiscalled Moshe thewordof by Through the lawgiver
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by thathe was punished because this inthesong Moshe wasmentioned not andwhy 33 Devarim  is hidden
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of thenameof wasmentioned not Moshe of thenameof wasmentioned thatnot andsince thewell meansof
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I isthere myfriend if  hesaid toa feast him inviting whowere toaking aparable the Holy One Blessed Be
He
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the height  the top of asits Targum  the height  The top of
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her palaces elevate forty-eight  Tehillim her palaces make high andso height isanexpressionof  Pisgah
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whichis wilderness atermof anditis Yeshimon whosenameis theplace thefaceof upon summit that And it looks
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Tverya of inthesea foritwashidden the Yeshimon thefaceof upon thewell anditlooks explanation Another desolate
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expounded thus thewell anditis inthesea sieve likeakindof andsees looksout the Yeshimon upon andone whostands
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CHAPTER SUMMARY

The aliyah begins with the petirah of Aaron HaKohen on Mount Hor and the subsequent thirty days of mourning by all of
Klal Yisrael. After defeating the king of Arad through Hashem's salvation, the people complain about the wilderness
conditions and the manna, prompting a plague of fiery serpents. Upon their teshuvah, Moshe Rabbeinu is commanded to
fashion a copper serpent on a pole, bringing healing to all who look upward toward Heaven. The Bnei Yisrael then journey
through various stations, arriving at the Amon border, where they sing the beautiful 'Shirah'—the Song of the Well—

praising the miraculous well of water that Hashem provided for them through the staffs of the chieftains.

WHAT TO TAKE HOME

When the Bnei Yisrael traveled around Edom, the Torah tells us that "the soul of the people became short on the way." The
long, winding journey, the lack of immediate comfort, and the feeling of going in circles wore them down until they began
to complain. It s so easy to lose our patience and our emunah when the road of life gets long and we cannot see the

destination.

But look at what happened next: when they looked up at the copper serpent on the pole, they were healed. As Chazal teach
us in the Mishnah, it wasn't the serpent itself that healed them, but rather that when they looked upward, they subjected their
hearts to their Father in Heaven. The cure fora "shortness of soul” on a long journey is to lift our eyes and remember Who is

leading us.

When you feel overwhelmed by the daily grind or frustrated that your personal yeshua is taking longer than expected, do not

let your spirit grow short. Lift your eyes to Hashemand realize that every twist and turn is part of His master plan for you.

Today, when you face a delay, a frustration, or a long task that tests your patience, pause for three seconds, look up toward

Heaven, and say: "Hashem, I trust that You are leading me exactly where I need to go."
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