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(CHUKAS—BALAK - STH ALIYAH)

L.l CHAPTER PREVIEW

In this aliyah, we see the unfolding of Balak's desperate attempts to bring Bilaam to curse the Bnei Yisrael. After the first group
of messengers is sent away, Balak sends a more distinguished delegation, promising great wealth and honor. Although Bilaam
boasts that he cannot go against the word of Hashem, his deep-seated desire to go is clear. Hashem ultimately permits him to

go, but with the strict condition that he may only speak the words that Hashem places in his mouth.

As Bilaam eagerly sets out on his donkey, Hashem's anger is kindled, leading to the famous and wondrous episode of the
speaking donkey. Three times, an angel of Hashemblocks the path, visible only to the donkey, who tries to protect her master.
This leads to a remarkable dialogue between Bilaamand his animal, opening Bilaam's eyes to his own spiritual blindness and his
complete lack of independent power.

All introductions, summaries, and contextual notes are the editor’s commentary and are not part of the original text.
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for  yourland to go Balak  the officersof to  and he said in the morning Balaam  And Balaamarose
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with you to go toallow me Hashem refused
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did he want andnot is haughty thathisspirit welearned thanyou  greater princes with  but with you togo
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more and he sentagain therefore arrogance inlanguageof except the Omnipresent of  undertheauthority thatheis toreveal
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with us to go Bilam  refused and theysaid Balak to  andtheycame Moav  the officers of And they arose
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than these and more distinguished more numerous  officers  tosend Balak again And he added
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please Donot Tzippor sonof Balak said ~ Thus tohim and they said Bilam to  And they came
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tome fromgoing withhold yourself
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curse please andgo Iwilldo tome  yousay that  and everything greatly I will honoryou honor for
:M7 oyn NN OP

this the people —  forme
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there toyou am giving I in the past receiving thatyouwere thanwhat more exceedingly Iwillhonoryou honoring For
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his house the fullness of Balak tome gives If  Balak the servantsof to and said Bilam  And answered
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or a small thing todo my God Hashem the word of —  totransgress willl be able not andgold silver
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a great thing
2!
MW7 TN LD 7iRn TRmMY nagY WRaw aTmY .M 49> w2 KOn
itis fitting he said others wealth of and covetous of wasbroad thathissoul welearn andgold silver hishouse full of
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doubtful  many armies tohire  he wouldneed forbehold ofhis andgold silver allof tome togive forhim
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there conquer certainly butl conquer hedoesnot doubtful heconquers
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here and he prophesied ~ of others  isinthe control thathe herevealed hisownwill Against totransgress beable Icannot
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there the Shechinah from the mouth of the patriarchs that were blessed the blessings toannul ~ able  thathe is not
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withme tospeak Hashem willadd what and I willknow  tonight you also here please stay  And now
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like the firstones  soul  with disappointmentof ~ togo  yourendis you also tripped himup  his mouth you also
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here  tobless Hewilladd thatnot ifonly tocurse from blessing His words will He change not He willadd what
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the men have come you to call If tohim and Hesaid atnight Bilam to God And came
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you shall do it toyou Ishallspeak  that the word — andonly withthem go  arise
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withthem go arise payment forit totake you andthink isforyou  the calling if  thee tocall If
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so though - andeven youshalldo it toyou Iwillspeak  that theword — yourwill against but
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Moav the officers of with and he went hisdonkey =~ —  and he saddled in the morning ~ Bilaam  And he arose
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himself he  forhesaddled the properline — disregards that hatred  from here his she-ass And he saddled
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and he rose early 22 Bereishis asitissaid theirfather ~Avraham precededyou already wicked one the HolyOne  said
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wasequal like theirheart hisheart ~ Moav  the princes of with
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in the road Hashem anangelof andstood he was going  because God the anger of and flared
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were with him his youths and two of his donkey wupon riding and he was tohim asan adversary
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togo and he desired the Omnipresent intheeyesof wasevil thatthe matter hesaw hewas going  because
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sothatnot fromsinning topreventhim wanting andhewas itwas mercy of  anangel tohim foranadversary
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two withhim he should take onthe way whogoesout distinguished foraperson fromhere withhim hislads Andtwoof
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there thisone — thisone andtheyserve andtheyreturn toserve him men
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in his hand drawn and his sword in the way standing Hashem the angelof —  the she-donkey And she saw
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the she-donkey — — Bilaam  and he struck in the field and she went the way from the she-donkey and she turned
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to the way  to turn her
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than  more tosee tothe animal permission the HolyOne forgave see  didnot buthe theshe-ass Andshesaw
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damaging spirits whenhesees his mind would be unsettled intellect inhim thatthereis forbecause the man
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their weapon for the tool of  his craft the tool of abandoned this wicked man Hesaid in his hand drawn and his sword
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thesonof Bilaam "and — was hisend andso withhiscraft againsthim andIwillcome  his —  will seize I
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fromthis side and a fence fromthisside afence the vineyards ina pathof Hashem the angelof And he stood
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I Melachim  forhandfuls”  Shomron thedustof willsuffice "if  andsimilarly "ina path” like its Targum Ina path
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water” withhisstep measured "who andsimilarly intheirwalking  the feet tothe solesof thatclings  dust 20
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and with his walking  with his feet 40 Yeshayahu
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itis stones of fence anundefined from thisside andafence from thisside afence
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— and she squeezed the wall against and she pressed Hashem the angelof —  the she-donkey And she saw
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herself and she pressed
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Bilaam  the footof — others — and she pressed
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to turn way  there wasno where narrow inaplace andhestood topass Hashem the angelof Andadded
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or left right
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another inaplace before him tobe togo before him further topass  topass Hashem theangelof Andadded
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what  inTanchuma thereis of Aggadah And the Midrash 33 Bereishis before them” passed "andhe  like
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he showed him  the Patriarchs  signs of places in three tostand  did he see
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the angerof and flared  Bilaam under and she crouched Hashem the angelof —  the she-donkey And she saw
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with the staff’ the she-donkey ~ —  and he struck ~ Bilaam
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that toyou have Idone What toBilam  and she said the she-donkey the mouthof —  Hashem And He opened
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times three  these you have beaten me
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inthe year festivals three  thatcelebrates anation touproot seek you tohim he hinted times three  this
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now for inmyhand asword there were ifonly me  youmocked because tothe donkey  Bilam And said

5PN

I would have killed you
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and disdain  scorn  anexpression of like its translation you have mocked
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this one the princes inthe eyes of this matter tohim was great adisgrace inmyhand asword there were ifonly
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armour weaponsof heneeds this andforadonkey withhismouth  entire  anation tokill goes
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upon me you have ridden  whom  your she-donkey I AmInot  Bilam to  the she-donkey And she said
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and he said  so  toyou todo to be accustomed have I been this  the day untl since you existed
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and our Rabbis 22 Iyov.  aman beuseful CantoGod andso likeits Targum todoso Have Ibeen accustomed
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tothem hesaid  onahorse youride not thereason whatis tohim theysaid inthe Talmud this  verse  expounded
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in the way standing Hashem the angelof — andhesaw  Bilam  the eyesof —  Hashem And He uncovered
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to his face  and he prostrated and he bowed inhishand  drawn  and his sword
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times three these yourjenny —  have youbeaten what for Hashem the angelof tohim  And said
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to me the errand  is obnoxious for asanadversary came out I behold
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she feared asanacrostic expoundedit the Mishnah the Sagesof ourRabbis before me theway isperverse because
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for trembling anexpressionof againstme thejourney hastened that itsliteral meaning andaccordingto and toprovoke me
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andaverse andtodefyme tomyanger whichis thejourney andhurried whotrembled thejourney themasterof — Isaw
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pleasure isanexpressionof yarat  another  anexpression 13 O  Shmuel  David andlonged like itis  elliptical
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she turned aside  perhaps times three  these before me and she turned aside the she-donkey And she saw me
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I would have keptalive  and her I would have killed you also now  for from before me
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unless inthesenseof  isused  thatperhaps sometimes unless islike sheturnedaside Perhaps
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not meaningtosay thee Iwould have slain also islike andit inverted averse this behold Thadslain thee Also
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againstitsrebuke tostand youwereable andnot andrebukedyou thatitspoke because andnow Iwould havekeptalive —andit
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and likewise the creations the honorof on  the Omnipresent forhaspity ~ toreply  hewasable andnot withitsrebuke
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youshallslay theanimal ~ —  there andlikewise theanimal and — thewoman — andyoushallslay chapter20 Vayikra
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were standing  you  that did Tknow mnot for Ihavesinned Hashem the angelof to Bilam  And he said
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for myself Iwillreturn inyoureyes itisevil if and now inthe way tomeetme
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there  Iknew not testified and his mouth the Most High the knowledge of
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return I must  inyoureyes itisbad if I Sotoo Hisword — Heannulled anangel
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that  the word —  butonly the men with  go Bilaam to  Hashem the angelof And said
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like them  tocurse them hewasglad Balak  the princes of with
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which Moav  the city of  to tomeet him and he wentout Bilaam  had come that Balak And he heard
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toannounce tohim messengers hesent  Balak  And Balak heard
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these what  see tosay ofhis  theimportant the city ofhis  the metropolis to Moav  thecityof To
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did you not  why you tosummon  toyou send surely DidInot Bilaam to Balak  And he said
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there indisgrace fromhim istoleave thathisend He prophesied tohonoryou Iamable not Isitindeed
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anything  tospeak ability ~doIhave now toyou Ihave come behold Balak to Bilam And said
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I will speak it in my mouth God will place that the word

CHAPTER SUMMARY
The aliyah begins with Bilaam sending Balak's first messengers back, followed by the arrival of a second, more prestigious
delegation. Despite Bilaam's claim that he cannot violate Hashem's command for a house full of silver and gold, Hashem
allows him to go with them, warning him to only speak what he is told. On the journey, an angel with a drawn sword blocks

the path, causing Bilaam's donkey to swerve, press his leg against a wall, and finally lie down, prompting Bilaam to beat her




each time. Hashem miraculously opens the donkey's mouth to protest, and then uncovers Bilaam's eyes to see the angel, who
reprimands himand reiterates that he must only speak the words of Hashem. The aliyah concludes with Balak greeting Bilaam
at the border, where Bilaam immediately emphasizes that he has no power of his own and can only utter what Hashem puts in

his mouth.
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Look at the incredible blindness of Bilaam. He was a prophet with a towering intellect, yet when his donkey repeatedly
stopped and pressed his leg against the wall, he did not stop to think, "Why is this happening? Why is my reliable animal
suddenly acting so strangely?” Instead, he became furious and beat her. He was so blinded by his desire for honor and wealth

from Balak that he completely missed the obvious signs Hashem was placing right in front of his eyes.

How often do we act like Bilaam in our own lives? We make a plan, we decide exactly how things must go, and then we run
into unexpected obstacles. The car won't start, a meeting gets canceled, or someone gets in our way and delays us. Our
natural reaction is often anger and frustration. We want to "beat the donkey” and force our way through the barrier, without

stopping to realize that the delay itself is a message from Hashem.

Every block in the road is a hand from Shamayim guiding us, protecting us, or telling us to slow down and reconsider our
path. When we live with emunah, we understand that there are no random frustrations. Instead of pushing through with

anger when things do not go your way, stop and ask yourself what Hashemis trying to show you in this very moment.

Today, when you encounter an annoying delay, a minor frustration, or an obstacle to your plans, do not react with anger.
Take a deep breath, realize that Hashemis standing in the path, and ask Him to help you see the direction He wants you to

take.
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