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CHUKAS-BALAK - 6TH ALIYAH

L) CHAPTER PREVIEW

In this aliyah, we see the wicked Balak bringing the rasha Balaam to Kiriath-huzoth, hoping to destroy Klal Yisrael through
curses. Balak prepares lavish sacrifices, and Balaam instructs him to build seven altars, hoping to find a favorable moment to
unleash his evil eye. However, Hashemintervenes, putting holy words of blessing directly into Balaam's mouth instead of the

curses he so desperately wanted to utter.

We then hear Balaam's first two poetic prophecies, where he is forced to praise the unique holiness of the Jewish people. He
describes how Klal Yisrael dwells apart from the nations, protected by Hashem's love, and how their streng th is like that of a
mighty lion. Despite Balak's growing frustration and his attempts to move Balaam to different vantage points, the rasha is
completely powerless to change the ratzon of Hashem.

All introductions, summaries, and contextual notes are the editor's commentary and are not part of the original text.
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streets to the city of and they came Balak  with Bilam  And went
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these  should be uprooted
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and he saw  Baal  to the heights of and brought himup  Bilaam — Balak and took in the morning And it was
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the people the edge of from there
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seven here forme and prepare altars seven here forme build Balak to Bilam And said
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rams and seven bulls
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onthe altar andaram abull and Bilaam Balak andoffered up  Bilaam  spoke as Balak And did
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Hashem will happen to meet perhaps and I willgo yourburnt-offering by stand to Balak Bilaam  And he said
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silence except withhim thatthereisnot and quiet ease anexpressionof  alone like its Targum  shefi  and he went
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anocturnal emission the uncdleanness of anexpressionof disgrace anexpressionof casualness anexpressionof And He happened
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toshow for the sake of except byday tohim revealed wasHe andnot andwithcontempt with reluctance asif tosay

: 2"1 137 NOWNRN2 PRI DY 1nan
S2  Rabbah  Bereishis Yisrael of  the preciousness of
)
NPT NY3Y DX RPN LIND 200D 1K RO NN NYaw nnamen nyaw nN
altars theseven — butrather here written isnot Ihaveset altars seven altars theseven —
WD ORI M) NiMA nYIY Ty up b by omniay vid
corresponding to have setinorder andI altars seven  before Thee built these of  theancestors before Him he said
3% MUNT3 YPK MNWD M7 mAm 0¥ 1AM — MYIN M@ OpRs A7)
12 Bereishis tohim  Whoappeared toHashem analtar there and he built four built  Avraham all of them
70&1 s Jl" nw |ﬁ11 llnljjrgg bn§:1" , nw lﬁJl llnjaa nw‘n Pmy:?l" ,

and one 13 there etc Avraham  and he moved tent there etc. tothe mountain from there and he removed
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El atBeth andone atShechem  one two
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Tzav  Tanchuma one  aram except offer  didnot but Avraham onthealtar andaram abull andIoffered
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you shall speak and thus Balak to  return and Hesaid  Bilaam  in the mouthof a word Hashem And He placed
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Moav the officersof andall  he  hiselevation-offering by standing and behold tohim And he returned
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Yisrael bring anger upon and come Yaakov forme curse  come
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one  perhaps tocursethem tohim hesaid  theirnames by twoof Yisrael execrate andcome Yaakov forme curse
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distinctive isnot of them
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Hashem angered hasnot canIanger andhow God cursed him hasnot canIcurse How
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isangry that the Holy One the moment todetermine know that]  except mypower haveno I Hashem angry not
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it dwells alone apeople behold Igazeathim andfromhills Isee him rocks  from the top of For
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it reckonsitself not and among the nations
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behold andI  oftheirroot andat the beginning  at their origin look 1 Iseehim  ofrocks from thetop For
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Tanchuma and mothers fathers meansof by these and hills as rocks and strong founded them
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like its Targum  alone  todwell their ancestors for them have acquired ~ what itis  shalldwell alone  apeople Lo

Al
JIRRT WY oy n%y iyl P XD Limwny awnn XD oo
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with reckoned theyarenot etcetera thenations amongall destruction Iwillmake for chapter30 Yirmeyahu asitissaid
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alone Hashem asitissaid withthem rejoicing nation thereisno  rejoice  when they another explanation  the rest
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Tanchuma itshallreckonitself not andamongnations andthisis theaccount from tothem reckoned anditisnot
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my soul  May die Yisrael the fourth partof ~—  or the number of Yaakov the dustof cancount Who
T2 SNINN MY oYe  nin

like his ny end and may be the upright the deathof
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from the four ~ Yaakov  ofthehouse of  theinfants  accordingtoits Targum  etc.  Yaakov thedustof hascounted Who
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that they of the mitzvos ~ count  thereisno Yaakov thedustof Anotherexplanation  banners  from the four camps
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whoare among them  the upright the deathof mysoul letdie
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and behold ~ Itookyou  myenemies tocurse tome have youdone what Bilaam to Balak  And he said
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blessing  you have blessed
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tospeak I must watch it in my mouth Hashem He puts thatwhich — isitnot and he said And he answered
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you may see him  that  another a place to  withme please come go  Balak  tohim And he said
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fromthere forme and curse him youwillsee not andallofhim youwillsee hisedge only  fromthere

A

S% amphe oomy YR s uap

forme cursehim command anexpressionof forme and cursehim
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against anarmy willcome if  towatch stands thewatchman thatthere itwas high aplace Zophim The field of
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the city
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will be breached abreach thatinfuture Balak  saw  like Balak adiviner was not  Bilaam  the Pisgah The top of
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is andthis thecurse uponthem willfall thatthere hethought Moshe died forthere fromthere  inYisrael
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Tanchuma see thatI  the breach
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yonder willbe met andI  yourburnt-offering by  here stand Balak to  And he said
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to Return byitssaying theverse lacked andwhat this the putting is and what in his mouth aword And He put
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return shouldI why hesaid tocurse permitted thatheisnot hearing whenhewas Rather youshallspeak andthus Balak
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whopricks likea person inhis mouth andahook abridle the HolyOne forhim andHeplaced todistresshim Balak to
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there Balak  to youshallreturn yourwill against tohim Hesaid hedesires where to tolead it with a hook ananimal
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they saw assoonas Moab the princes of  and all says it andabove  withhim Moab  And the princes of
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some of them except remained andnot some of them for themselves — went hope  inhim that there is not
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there inyourowndomain youarenot meaningtosay  is it derision anexpressionof Hashem hasspoken What
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Tzippor son of untome  give ear and hear  Balak  arise and he said his theme And he took up
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there the Omnipresent  of on the mission toyou amsent andI tosit permitted
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do and not  say
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would He that He should relent of man nora son that He should lie is God aman Not

A ARy

fulfill it and not or speak
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in the wilderness  toslay them

1

1817Ar2- B P W |~ I D b

and they reconsider and they repent andits translation a question in the form of
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reverse it and I cannot and He blessed I have received tobless Behold
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them tobless from Him Ireceived Hashem spoke What ask me you  Ihavereceived tobless Behold
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is with him  his God =~ Hashem in Yisrael perverseness He saw and not in Yaakov iniquity He beheld Not
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exacting Heisnot Hiswords - transgress when they which is in Yaakov iniquity the HolyOne lookat  He does not
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Hislaw - transgress thatthey andtheirsin of theirs totheiniquities topayregard after them
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the Omnipresent  before a vexation is that the transgression because 10 there behold” andvexation
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from their midst move He doesnot before Him  and rebel theyanger  evenwhen iswithhim hisGod Hashem
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Dovid the friend of fifteen two  Shmuel like andfellowship love anexpressionof isinhim ofaking and the friendship
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isto Him a wild ox like the strength of from Mitzrayim Who brought themout God
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brought them out God but  of'its own accord
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strength andsilver of andsimilarly of His and height the loftiness like the strength of toHim awildox Like the strength of
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enchanters  amongst them since there are not  of blessing  theyare worthy for inYaakov enchantment thereisno For
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will be revealed when this as this time a time tobe there willbe Again  etc.  toYaakov itshallbesaid Induetime
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theydonot  onHigh  are Hisdecrees and what the HolyOne wrought what andtoYisrael toYaakov —tobetold thatisneeded
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the Omnipresent thedecreeof  is  what their prophets mouthof by tothem itistold  but and divine enchant
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prey iteats undl itliesdown not itliftsitself andlike alion itrises like a lioness a people Behold
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topreyonhim thatcomes damager every anddestroys consumes thathe wuntil hisbed wupon atnight  liedown He doesnot
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acamp comes the Omnipresent intothe hand of hisspirit andentrusts hisbed upon Shema — hereads howso
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thesoothsayer ~ Beor  thesonof Bilaam And— 13  Yehoshua asitissaid withthem he  andwould be killed slain
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you shall bless him donot  bless also you shall curse him donot curse Also  Bilaam to  Balak  And said
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will speak  that all saying to you speak did I not Balak to and hesaid Bilam  And answered
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I must do it Hashem
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CHAPTER SUMMARY

The aliyah details Balak and Balaam's desperate attempts to curse Klal Yisrael, which Hashem repeatedly turns into beautiful
brachos. After building seven altars and offering sacrifices at Bamoth-baal, Balaamreceives a message from Hashemand
proclaims that the Jewish people are a nation dwelling apart, wishing that his own end could be like theirs. When a furious
Balak moves him to the summit of Pisgah to try again, Balaamis once more forced by Hashemto declare that Hashemdoes
not change His mind, that there is no magic or divination that can harm Yisrael, and that they rise up with the strength of a

lion, leaving Balak begging him to neither curse nor bless themat all.
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Look at how Balak and Bilaam operate in this parsha. They are desperately looking fora crack in the armor of Klal Yisrael.
Balak takes Bilaam from place to place, hoping that froma different angle, or by looking at just a small fraction of the people,
they will find some merit missing, some vulnerability to exploit. But the Torah reveals the ultimate truth of our existence: "No

harmis in sight for Jacob, no woe in view for Israel. The Eternal their God is with them."

This is the secret of our eternity. The nations of the world look at us and try to find our faults, and even the yetzer hara inside
us tries to point out our spiritual shortcomings to make us feel distant from Hashem. But Hashem does not look at us that way.
When a Yid is connected to Hashem, there is an essential, unbreakable bond. Hashem chooses not to focus on our temporary

struggles or flaws; He sees our inner beauty, our neshama, and our deep-seated desire to do His will.

When you go through your day, the yetzer hara will try to convince you that you are too far gone, or that your small mitzvos
don't matter because of your faults. Do not listen to that voice. Remember that you belong to a nation that "dwells apart,”

protected by a love that transcends any accusation. You are a child of the King, and His presence is right there with you.

Today, when you pray or do a mitzvah, do it with the joy and confidence of knowing how precious you are to Hashem.

Before you start, say to yourself: "Hashemis with me, He loves me, and He believes in my goodness.”
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