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(CHUKAS-BALAK - 7TH ALIYAH)

L) CHAPTER PREVIEW

In this Aliyah, we see the final, desperate attempts of Balak to have Bilaam curse the Bnei Yisrael. Balak takes Bilaam to the
peak of Peor, hoping a change of place will bring a change of fortune. However, when Bilaamlooks out and sees the
beautiful, modest arrangement of the camps of Yisrael, the spirit of Hashem comes upon him. Instead of curses, his mouth is
filled with the most beautiful, eternal brachos, praising the tents of Yaakov and prophesying the ultimate downfall of the

nations that oppose them.

After Balak sends Bilaamaway in a rage, Bilaamdelivers one final prophecy regarding the end of days, foretelling the coming
of Moshiach and the destruction of Amalek and Edom. Tragically, the Aliyah then shifts to a dark moment in Shittim, where
the Bnei Yisrael are enticed by the daughters of Moab into the avodah zarah of Baal-peor, bringing a devastating plague upon
the camp until a dramatic act of zealotry is performed.

All introductions, summaries, and contextual notes are the editor’s commentary and are not part of the original text.
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it will be right perhaps another a place to I will take you please go Bilaam to Balak  And said
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fromthere forme and you will curse him God in the eyes of
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future anexpressionof butrather andcursehim like command anexpressionof this isnot forme andyoushallcurse him
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in foreign tongue maldire from there forme and youwill curse him in Hiseyes it will be right perhaps
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the wasteland the face of upon which overlooks Peor the peak of  Bilaam — Balak  And took
g
ST0DY nIPRR PNy 1Y N7 PR Mo BiT3 Doip .MyEn wWNS
meansof by tobepunished aredestined thatthey andhesaw Balak — was great  asoothsayer Peor The top of
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all  andso fromthere uponthem willrest thecurse perhaps hesaid bywhat knowing washe butnot  Peor
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12b ~ Sotah  theysee what knowing buttheyarenot theysee atthestars  those whogaze
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seven here forme and prepare altars seven here forme build Balak to Bilam And said
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and seven  and prepare bulls
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on the altar andaram abull and he offered  Bilaam said as Balak And did
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go and he did not Yisrael — tobless Hashem in the eyesof itwasgood that  Bilam  And he saw
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his face  the wilderness toward and he set divinations to meet after time  as time
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He

:oPPRY veEm

tocurse them He desires
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times two  hedid as aftertime astime hewent not
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he said according tohis wish towards him Hashem will happentomeet perhaps topractice enchantment enchantments — tomeet
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their sins the mention of upon and the curse their sins Iwill mention tocurse them He wishes ornot He wishes
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according toits Targum  his face the wilderness towards And he set
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and there was according to his tribes dwelling Yisrael — andhesaw hiseyes — Bilam  And he lifted
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three of toyou thereare andbehold evil aneye uponthem tocast he wished  hiseyes — — Bilaam  And he lifted
pyub DN MR WRd N7 MM nyy vy —  vhime

above which are mentioned greedy andasoul haughty andaspirit evil aneye his characteristics
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thatnot hesaw intermingled andtheywerenot byitself dwelling andtribe tribe each hesaw accordingtohis tribes dwelling
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his fellow thetentof  into  onewould peer sothatnot this facing this aligned theirentrances
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whose openis the man and the word of Beor sonof Bilaam  the word of and he said his parable And he took up
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Tanchuma 105 Sanhedrin  he was ahalf-Maneh sonof aManeh in prophecy
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open  wasvisible ofit  andthehole totheoutside andextracted wasboredout hiseye  eye  with the open

; V'O O ATIAY 2R onRRY anww "D NI IR 'ﬁW?ﬂ

69  Zarah Avodah anditdries andstopsup thathebores sufficienttime itis ~ Mishnah and the language of
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sits that the Holy One Yisrael  thebreedingof —  andthe numberof thathesaid because said and our Rabbis
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105 Sanhedrin  he was ofhiseyes  inone
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and withopen fallen he beholds the Almighty a vision of ~who  God sayingsof one who hears the speech of
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eyes
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when he atnight  except tohim Heappeared thatnot islike its Targum its plainsense ~ of eyes  and open falling
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hisfeet ~on  tostand strength inhim therewas not tohim revealed whenHewas andits Midrash waslyingdown
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upright inaposture tohim revealed tobe and loathsome uncircumcised that he was because hisface on and he fell
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thisone opposite thisone  aligned  that they were not theirentrances thathesaw because yourtents goodlyare How
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the tent of goodlyare how thytents goodlyare how explanation another asits Targum thyencampments thyencampments
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for you toatone  sacrifices inthem thattheyoffer intheirflourishing  Eternity  andthe House of  Shiloh
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isanatonement and their destruction for you apledge thattheyare because ruined  whentheyare even your Tabernadles
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Mishpatim Tanchuma  inTzion afire and Hekindled
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water  beside like cedars Hashem planted by like aloes ariver beside like gardens thatstretchout Like valleys
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forty-five  Tehillim and aloes myrrh anexpressionof like its Targum As aloes
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his palace  the tents of and he shall plant  asitissaid regardingtents wefind  planting anexpressionof Hashem planted
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eleven  Daniel
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his king  than Agag and shall be higher abundant shall be in waters and hisseed from his boughs water shall drip
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his kingdom  and shall be exalted
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is like its Targum  and its explanation  from his wells  from his buckets
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and Shlomo Dovid afterhim because shall come andmore more  Yaakov — of  hiskingdom And shall be exalted
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nations He shall consume is to Him a wild ox like the strength of from Mitzrayim Who brought themout God
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He shall pierce and His arrows He shall crush  and their bones  His oppressors
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His adversaries whoare thenations —  Hewillconsume of His andheight with the strength from Mitzrayim
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adversaries  of And their bones
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3 Zephaniah forthe morning theygnawed not andso breaking anexpressionof init explained Menachem yegarem
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that he scrapes  itis bone  anexpression of say and I 23 Ezekiel youshall crunch  itssherds and — andso
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its bareness upon thebone andleaves thatisinside andthe marrow fromaround withhisteeth the flesh
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Bereishis like of theirs  division adversaries  of  hisportion translated ~ Onkelos  he will pierce and his arrows
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are blessed those who bless you will rouse him who and like a lioness like a lion he lay down He crouched
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and might ~ with strength in theirland they will settle likeits Targum  asalion helaydown He crouched

Pasuk 14

3y73 VX PP3 TEN1 TER NN pEOM oyp3 X pbr W am

Bilaam to Balak  andsaid hishands — andheclapped Bilaam toward Balak the angerof And flared
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this upon this hestruck And he dapped
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has withheld you and behold I would honor you  to honor I said your place to foryourself flee  And now
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fromhonor Hashem
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speak tome  you sent whom  your messengers to  also Did Inot Balak to Bilam And said
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saying
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the word of —  totransgress willl be able not andgold silver hishouse the fullnessof Balak tome gives If
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and was banished tothe Holy One that he became vile thatheknew because
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fromupon him  the Holy One blessedbe ~ fordeparted my people like the restof behold Iam fromnow tomy people go
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31 Bamidbar Bilam by the word of  Yisrael tothe childrenof were these behold itissaid forbehold inunchastity
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the Hebrew the brevity of  explains  the Targum Moav

the corners of and he shall smash
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the eye  whose openis the man and word of Beor sonof Bilaam word of andsaid  his theme And he took up
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the Almighty a vision of the Most High knowledge of and who knows God sayingsof one who hears the speech of
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105b  Sanhedrin  init thatHeisangry the moment todetermine the MostHigh themindof andwhoknoweth
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and hasrisen from Yaakov — astar  hasstepped forth  near  butnot Ibehold him now butnot Isee him
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time after rather itis now not but andhisgreatness Yaakov ~ of thepraiseof I see Isee him
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like anarrow shoots across  for the star two Eichah  hisbow hebent anexpressionof likeits Targum — astar  treads
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good fortune  will arise meaning tosay destent and in Old French
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andrules  whochastises aking astaft  And there shall rise
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them  making themlie down concerninghim of whomitissaid Dovid thisis =~ Moav  the cornersof And he shall pierce
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youwere dug the pit the hole of 19 1 Melachim have dug I asin  digging anexpressionof andundermineth
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in foreign tongue forer 30 Mishlei thevalley theravensof shalldigitout 51  Yeshayahu
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the first Adam  of theson Seth from issued forallofthem thenations all  Seth thechildrenof All
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and Israel  of his enemies Seir a possession and shallbe a possession  Edom  And shall be
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fromthe city the remnant and he shall destroy from Yaakov and a ruler shall
descend
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from Yaakov another aruler therewillbe andyet from Yaakov And shallrule
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the Messiah  King andregarding Rome itis Edom of  theimportant fromthecity aremnant And he will destroy
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be And there shallnot 72 Tehillim sea to fromsea Andheshallrule concerninghim asitissaid so  hesays
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buthisend  is Amalek nations The firstof and he said his parable and he tookup Amalek —  And he saw
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Amalek of attheretributionof helooked — Amalek — Andhe saw
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in the rock and set yourdwelling place Strongis and he said his theme and he tookup the Keniter —  And he saw
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104 Sanhedrin 10 Bamidbar

A

n¥YZ 00wy NOK KD AR PR 13RI TRD awm K

inthe counsel of present withme you wasnot this youmerited fromwhere amI wondering yourdwellingplace Firmis
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Yisrael of andstronghold inthestrength youaresettled and now 1 Shemos withthem letusdeal wisely —come
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anymore drivenout thatyouarenot this tostrength thatyoufixed happyareyou etc. Kain toconsume willbe if  For
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removed and you will be tribes theten with togointoexile aredestined — you if even for theworld from
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this thereisnot and Chabor toChalach perhaps you exile  doeshe where wuntil will captiveyou Assyria what Until
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theexiles  therestof with andyouwillreturn  toplace from place wandering butrather theworld from banishment
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shalllive who woe hesaid Assyria thecaptivityof —  hementioned Since  etc.  hisparable And he took up
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will place  sothat not these —  from His placing  himself —  tokeepalive isable who these from His placing
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and further the nations  all — and he will confuse Sannacherib for there will arise  these —  the Decreer upon him
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Ashur  against great in large ships Romans whoare the Chittim and will pass ~ Chittim  from the hand of  ships




!

A7 M2y anik uy 2y 1y

theriver whoare onthesideof  them  andtheywillafflict the otherside and they will afflict
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itsbody” and was destroyed thebeast thatwasslain  "until ~ Daniel  explained andso destruction until he andalso
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andaship its Targum translation  gallant  andaship 33  Yeshayahu asitis written large ships and ships
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onhisway  went Balak andalso tohisplace andreturned and went  Bilam  And arose
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tookout  andshe tome  submit  toher andhesaid hispassion whenoverpowered  totheirgods  And they prostrated
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tothis prostrate yourself tohim andsaying fromherbosom  Peor  animageof forhim

Pasuk 32
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against Yisrael Hashem the wrathof and flared  Peor to Baal Yisrael And attached itself
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is and this excrement and theybringout  theanus  the openingof beforeit thattheybare theaccount on Peor
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aplague amongthem Hesent againstIsracl Hashem theangerof Andwaskindled
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before Hashem  them and hang the people the leaders of  all — take Moshe to Hashem And He said
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fromYisrael ~ Hashem angerof the fierce sothatwillturn  the sun  facing
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Peor those whoworshipped ~ — tojudge the people theheadsof allof — Take
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those whoworshipped ~ — them and hang
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I Shmuel  toHashem andwe willhangthem  Shaul  withthesonsof wefound justas hanging itis Andhangthem
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and all is by stoning idolatry 34b Sanhedrin  is explicit hanging  and there 6 21
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Sanhedrin  are hanged  those whoare stoned
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rolledup the doud the sinners — makesknown thesun and Midrashicexposition —all  totheeyesof  thesun against
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uponhim  shines  andthesun from before him
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to Baal who attached hismen eachman  slay Yisrael the judgesof to  Moshe And said
themselves
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Peor
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and the judges of two killing ~ was Yisrael of thejudgesof andone one every hismen eachman  kill
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18 daf in Sanhedrin asitis thousands ~ andeight  myriads eight Yisrael
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the Midianite woman ~— —  hisbrothers to  and brought near came Yisrael of the children of a man and behold
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and they Yisrael the children of the congregation of all of and before the eyesof Moshe before the eyes of
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Meeting  the Tentof at the entrance of were weeping
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whowas  Zimri to Shimon . the tribe of  gathered  came Yisrael of the childrenof aman And behold
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are inthese asitis etcetera sit andyou todeath arejudged we tohim theysaid oftheirs aprince
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Zur  the daughterof Kozbi the Midianitish woman ——
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she is forbidden  you say if  permitted or isforbidden thisone Moshe tohim theysaid Moshe before the eyes of
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there asitis etcetera toyou permittedher who  Yisro  the daughter of
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Moshe stood Bythecalf inweeping allofthem theyburstout thehalacha fromhim escaped were weeping And they
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were weak and here 32 Shemos etcetera itwasfine that until andheground asitissaid myriads sixty against
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Tanchuma forhim that whichisfitting — andtake Pinchas thatshould come inorder rather hishands
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the congregation from the midst of and he arose the Kohen Aharon sonof  Elazar son of Pinchas And he saw
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in hishand a spear and he took
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Thave received toMoshe tohim he said the halacha and he remembered thedeed hesaw  Pinchas  And Pinchassaw
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he of the letter  thereader tohim hesaid him strike zealots  with an Aramean woman one whocohabits from you
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chaptertwo ~ Sanhedrin  etcetera inhishand aspear andhetook immediately the messenger lethim be
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the man of — bothofthem — and he stabbed the chamber into Yisrael the man of after and he followed
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thousand  and twenty four in the plague those who died And they were
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CHAPTER SUMMARY

The Aliyah begins with Balak bringing Bilaam to Peor, where they build seven altars and offer sacrifices. Realizing that
Hashem desires to bless Yisrael, Bilaamabandons his sorcery and delivers his famous blessing, "How goodly are your tents, O
Yaakov." Enraged, Balak dismisses him without pay, but Bilaam prophesies the future redemption and the destruction of
Yisrael's enemies before they part ways. The narrative then turns to the tragic downfall at Shittim, where the people sin with
Moabite women and worship Baal-peor, prompting Hashem to command Moshe Rabbeinu to execute the leaders. The plague
is finally halted when Pinchas, the grandson of Aharon HaKohen, zealously executes a prominent sinner and a Midianite

princess, though twenty-four thousand Yidden had already perished.

TWYN? WHAT TO TAKE HOME

Look at the incredible contrast in this parsha, nmy friends. One moment, we are standing on the mountaintop, hearing the
most beautiful, elevated blessings about the holiness of the Jewish home: "How fair are your tents, O Jacob, your dwellings,
O Israel!" The next moment, the very same people are falling into the lowest depths of Baal-peor, bringing a plague that costs

twenty-four thousand lives. How can such a holy nation fall so fast and so hard?

The answer lies in the power of the environment we choose to place ourselves in. When the Jewish people were encamped
"tribe by tribe,” aligned with their holy values and protected within their modest tents, even the wicked Balaam could not find
a single opening to curse them. But the moment they let their guard down, wandered out of their tents, and began to mingle
with the daughters of Moab, their spiritual defenses crumbled. The greatest heights of holiness cannot protect us if we

willingly walk into a place of spiritual danger.

We often think we are strong enough to handle any environment, that we can look at anything or go anywhere without it
affecting our neshama. But the Torah is teaching us a deep lesson in human nature. Our surroundings shape us. If we want to

maintain the beauty of "Mah tovu ohalecha,” we must protect the boundaries of our homes and our eyes.

Today, make a conscious boundary to protect the holiness of your home. Before you open an app, click a link, or enter an

environment that doesn't fit who you truly are, pause and ask yourself: "Does this belong inside the tent of a holy Yid?"

YA - P23 NRN - T oY Wi Wi - Navy € Gold - From the Hebrew Sonrce Text CHUMASH WITH RASHI - CHUKAS-BALAK - 7TH ALIYAH - 38 PASUKS




