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(DEVARIM - 1ST ALIYAH )

Ll CHAPTER PREVIEW

In this opening aliyah of Sefer Devarim, Moshe Rabbeinu begins his final address to Klal Yisrael on the other side of the
Yarden. Out of his deep love and concern for the nation, Moshe delivers his words of rebuke with great sensitivity, subtly
hinting at the places where they stumbled in the wilderness rather than shaming themopenly. He reminds them of the long
journey from Chorev and establishes the precise timing of this address—the fortieth year, just months before his passing, after

the defeat of Sichon and Og.

Moshe then begins to expound the Torah, recalling Hashem's command at Chorev that it was time to journey onward and
inherit the Promised Land. Hashem placed the land before them, swearing to the Avos— Avraham, Yitzchak, and Yaakov—to
give it to themand their children. Moshe also recalls how he told the people at that time that he could not bear the heavy
burden of leading themalone, as Hashemhad blessed them to multiply like the stars of the heaven.

All introductions, summaries, and contextual notes are the editor’s commentary and are not part of the original text.
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CHAPTER SUMMARY

The aliyah traces the beginning of Moshe Rabbeinu's rebuke to Klal Yisrael, delivered in the wilderness of Moav in the
fortieth year. Moshe recounts the divine command to leave Chorev and possess the land of the Canaanites up to the
Euphrates River, emphasizing the oath Hashemmade to the Avos. Finally, Moshe recalls the immense growth of the nation,

which led himto declare that he could not carry the burden of leadership and judgment by himself.

IWYN? WHAT TO TAKE HO ME

In the opening of Sefer Devarim, Moshe Rabbeinu gathers all of Klal Yisrael to speak to them before his passing. Rashi
famously explains that the long list of places mentioned in the first verse, the wilderness, the Arabah, Suph, Paran, Tophel,
Laban, Hazeroth, and Di-zahab, are not just geographical locations. Rather, they are hints to the various times and places
where the Jewish people stumbled and complained against Hashem. Out of his deep love and respect for the nation, Moshe
did not openly shame them. Instead, he chose to mention only the names of the places, hinting at their mistakes so they

would understand the rebuke privately, preserving their dignity.

This teaches us a profound lesson in how we must treat one another, especially when we feel the need to correcta child, a
spouse, or a friend. Itis so easy to point out mistakes bluntly, but the Torah's way is the way of sensitivity. Moshe Rabbeinu
shows us that the goal of rebuke is never to make someone feel small or embarrassed; the goal is to help them grow. When we
speak with gentleness and use subtle hints rather than harsh, direct accusations, we protect the other person's self-respect,

making it much easier for themto truly hear the message and improve.

Today, if you need to correct someone or point out a mistake, pause before you speak. Instead of bringing it up directly and
causing themembarrassment, find a gentle, indirect way to hint at the issue, or speak to them privately with the utmost

sensitivity to their feelings.
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