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(DEVARIM - 4TH ALIYAH )

L) CHAPTER PREVIEW

In this aliyah, Moshe Rabbeinu continues his review of the tragic episode of the meraglim (spies). He reminds the Bnei Yisrael
of Hashem's decree that the generation of the wilderness would not enter the Promised Land, while their young children—
whom they feared would be taken captive—would indeed inherit it. Moshe recounts how the people were commanded to

turn back toward the wilderness, away from Eretz Yisrael.

We then learn of the tragic aftermath, where the people attempted to force their way into the land against Hashem's explicit
warming. Moshe describes their defiant ascent to the hill country, their devastating defeat at the hands of the Amorites, and
their subsequent weeping before Hashem, which was not accepted.

All introductions, summaries, and contextual notes are the editor's commentary and are not part of the original text.

oI T N9 PN Dpum M t3Y OpeN W ooEw
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shall possessit and they Iwillgiveit and tothem there shallenter they andbad good
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Reeds the Sea of by way of to the wilderness and journey for yourselves turn And as for you
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toenter north tothesideof Edom thelandof thebreadthof by wayof you topass Ithought  foryourselves Turn
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adelay foryourselves andyoucaused youcorrupted intothe Land
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for the wilderness Reeds the Seaof towards theside of inthe wilderness —and go backwards for yourselves  turn
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toMount Reeds theSeaof between separating was Seir Mount  of tothesouth init  traveling  thattheywere

M iminT D3 ey oW NN mzom o TEh aswnn nny - vy

from itssouth allof  Seir Mount — andtravelround thesea towardsthesideof  proceed now Seir




M2 2RD

totheeast  the west
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according to all and we will fight will go up we to Hashem we have sinned tome andyousaid And youanswered
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his war the weaponsof ~—  everyman andyougirded ourGod Hashem commandedus  that
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to the mountain to goup and you prepared
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the expression  this is fourteen Bamidbar  the place to and we willgoup here weare anexpressionof Andyoureadied
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you prepared yourselves meaning tosay yes anexpression of  that you said

Pasuk 4
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in your midst Iamnot for fight anddonot goup donot tothem  say tome Hashem And said
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your enemies  before  you be routed  lest
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and you acted willfully Hashem the word of — and you rebelled did you listen and not to you And I spoke
against
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the mountain and you ascended

Pasuk 6
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just as you and they chased towards you that in the mountain who dwells the Amorite And went out
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Chormah  until in Seir you and they crushed the bees do
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dies  immediately theperson —  stings whenshe this thebee  Justas the bees do As
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died immediately  you touching  when they were they  so
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did he give ear and not toyourvoice Hashem didlisten butnot Hashem before andyouwept And you returned
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to you
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cruel asif  Hismercy theattribute of  youmade asit were yourvoice ~ Hashem heard andnot
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you dwelt that  like the days  many days  in Kadesh And you dwelt
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in the restof  you dwelt that  accordingtothe days asitissaid years nineteen  many days  inKadesh Andyoudwelt
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wandering  years andnineteen inKadesh theyspent ofthem nineteen years thirty-eight were andthey thejourneys
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in the wilderness and He made them move thirty-two inBamidbar itissaid justas toKadesh andtheyreturned andaimless
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tome Hashem spoke as Reeds the Sea of by way of to the wilderness and we journeyed And we turned
;D21 D VYR 7 A 2on

many days Seir Mount —  and we circled
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Mount bywayof  passed they would have they had sinned  not if  intothe wilderness and we journeyed Then we turned
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toward the side of they turned that they degenerated butbecause toitsnorth itssouth from intotheland toenter Seir
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itssouth alongside and they proceeded Seir Mount of tothesouth Reeds theSeaof between whichis the wilderness
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atthe corner whichis from Mitzrayim their departure by the route of Reeds the Seaof bywayof totheeast thewest from
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theeast  toward the side of going they were from there west south
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CHAPTER SUMMARY

The aliyah details the transition fromthe decree of the wilderness to the actual retreat. After the Bnei Yisrael wept and
confessed their sin, they foolishly girded their weapons to fight, ignoring Moshe's warning that Hashem's Presence was not
among them. They were utterly routed by the Amorites at Hormah, and despite their tears, Hashemdid not heed their cries,

leading to their long stay in Kadesh before finally turning back into the wilderness toward the Sea of Reeds.

TWYN? WHAT TO TAKE HOME

Look at the painful lesson of the Ma'apilim, the ones who tried to storm the mountain after the decree of the spies. When
they realized their sin, they cried out, "We have sinned, we will go upand fight!" It sounds so holy, so full of teshuvah. But
Hashemtold them, "Do not go up... forI amnot in your midst.” They went anyway, and the Torah describes how they were

chased and crushed like bees.

What was their mistake? They thought that because they felt a sudden burst of inspiration and a desire to do the right thing,
they could ignore the actual, practical will of Hashemin that moment. True teshuvah and true avodah do not mean doing
what we feel is spiritual; it means doing what Hashem wants from us right now, even if that means accepting a difficult

decree, turning back into the wilderness, and waiting.

Sometimes we make a mistake, and in our eagerness to fix it, we rush to do some great, heroic spiritual act that Hashemis not
asking of us. We want to "storm the mountain” on our own terms to make ourselves feel better. But the real avodah is kabalas
ol, accepting the yoke of Heaven. If Hashemsays, "Right now, your job s to sit quietly, to wait, or to do a simple, mundane

task,” then that is where the Shechinah is.

Today, before you rush to do a "great thing” to make up for a past failure, stop and ask: "What does Hashemactually want
fromme in this very moment?” Do not look for the dramatic mountain to climb; find the quiet, simple ratzon Hashemright in

front of you and submit your will to His.
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