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L.l CHAPTER PREVIEW

In this aliyah, Moshe Rabbeinu continues recounting the journeys of the Bnei Yisrael in the midbar, recalling how Hashem
commanded themto turn away from the borders of Esau in Seir and the children of Lot in Moab and Ammon. Hashem warns
the nation not to wage war with these peoples or take their lands, as these territories were given to themas an inheritance. We
see the immense chesed of Hashem, Who sustained our ancestors for forty years in the wilderness so that they lacked

absolutely nothing.

We also learn of the transition between the generation of the spies and the new generation entering the land. After thirty-
eight years of wandering, the generation of warriors had completely passed away, and the time came for the Bnei Yisrael to
cross the wadi Arnon and begin the conquest of the land of Sihon, the Amorite king of Heshbon.

All introductions, summaries, and contextual notes are the editor's commentary and are not part of the original text.
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saying tome Hashem And He said
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northward yourselves turn  this  the mountain —  is the circling of foryou Much
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tothe north your faces tothenorth thesouth from eastern totheside foryourselves turn northward foryourselves turn
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Moav totheland of thesun from the eastof andhecame
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Esav  the children of your brothers through the border of are passing  you saying  command the people And —




very much and you shall watch of you and they will fear in Seir who dwell
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withthem contend donot theguarding and whatis verymuch And youshall guard
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for afoot thesole of atread of even fromtheirland toyou Iwillgive not for them provoke donot
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Seir the mountain of —  Thave given toEsav  an inheritance
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the foot thesteppingof  even  meaningtosay afoot thesoleof thetreadingof even afoot thesoleof the treadingof Until
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<"
etc.
2!
R CPRY DY nyaw P onny oomny MRy oNaNn awyd o mwe
and the Kenizzite and the Kenite toyou seven  tohim  Igave nations ten from Avraham  toEsau  aninheritance
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Lot  tothechildrenof andthetwo toEsau ofthem  one and Seir  and Moav Ammon theyare and the Kadmonite
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mysister  hiswife about saying thathewas what about andhekeptsilent toMitzrayim withhim thathe went asreward
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for money fromthem you shall purchase water andalso and youshalleat formoney fromthem you shallbuy Food
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the sea in the cities of forso fifty ~ Bereishis for myself” Ibought  "which andso purchase anexpressionof youshall buy
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twenty-six Hashanah  Rosh kirah toselling  they call
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—  your walking through He knew yourhand the workof inall hasblessed you your God Hashem For
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years forty these  this great  the wilderness
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did youlack not waswithyou yourGod Hashem
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are poor you asif toshow His goodness ~ — deny  donot therefore hasblessedyou yourGod Hashem For
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the Arabah from the way of in Seir who dwell Esav  the children of our brothers fromby And we passed
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Moav  the wilderness of the way of and we passed and we turned Gever and from Etzyon  from Eilat
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eastern the side togo faces weturned north towards theside of and we passed And we turned
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not for to war them provoke anddonot Moav —  distress donot tome Hashem And He said
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asan inheritance  Ar — Thavegiven Lot tothe children of for aninheritance fromhisland toyou I will give
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frightening  but war except  Moav regarding tothem did Heforbid Not etc.  withthem contend Anddonot
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"And was afraid 22  Bamidbar itiswritten therefore armed when theyare tothem andappearing  them they were
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itissaid Ammon regarding the childrenof  but them and looting  plundering  for they were the people” because of  Moav
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whodid not their mother the modesty of asareward for provocation — any with them" contend "Anddonot 19 verse
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her father concerning  publicize
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as the Anakites and tall and numerous great apeople init  dwelt formerly  The Emim
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because  toAvraham  tohim thatIgave Rephaim isthelandof thatthis mightthink  You etc. formerly ~ The Emim
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Idrove out  Rephaim  those because isit  this not but formerly init dwelt  Rephaim whoare thatthe Emim
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intheirstead andIsettledthem Lot the childrenof from before
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Rephaim  whoare called as the Anakim ~ Emim those accounted were Rephaim etc.  theyareaccounted Rephaim
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26 Rabbah  Bereishis = became weak hishands them whosaw  thateveryone accountof on
)

D°9N7 13w Pyira 191, ow nitNan DY nPun onpNy oW By .oomN

the Horim  dwelt inSeir  andso there the people upon wascast thattheirdread thename on Eimim
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Esav  tothe childrenof andIgave them
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and destroyed them dispossessed them  Esau  and the children of ~ formerly  the Horites dwelt  And in Seir
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which  their possession  to the land of Israel did justas  in theirplace and they dwelt from before them
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drivingout  that they were strength inthem Igave meaningtosay presenttense isanexpressionof theyshall drive them out
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and continuously going  them
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Zered the valleyof — and we crossed Zered the valley of —  foryourselves and cross —arise Now
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Zered the streamof —  wecrossed  that  until Bamea fromKadesh we traveled  that  And the days
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for their children theyshould cause sothatnot  years forty within  and todestroy them tohasten againstthem — was
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the people from the midst of  to die war the men of all finished when And it was
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that were years thirtyeight thatall toteachyou andHesaid butrather and Hespoke this inthesection wasitsaid not
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face to face  ofaffection withan expression the Divine speech with him wassingledout not  censured Yisrael
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twelve  Shemos Mekhilta
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saying tome Hashem And spoke
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Ar — Moav  the borderof — today are passing  you
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fromhere Ammon the childrenof opposite andyouwillapproach ~ Moav  the boundaryof — today are passing  You
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north  was tothe side of Ammon that the land of
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not for them provoke and donot harassthem donot Ammon the children of opposite and you will approach
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Ihave givenit Lot  tothe children of for asa possession toyou Ammon the children of from the land of will I give
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as a possession
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called  and the Ammonites formerly init  dwelt Rephaim it also itisconsidered Rephaim A land of
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Zamzummim  them
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init  dwelt  that the Rephaim because it also itisaccounted Rephaim Alandof itwasaccounted Rephaim Alandof
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toAvraham  thatIgave isit this not but formerly

Pasuk 20

DPaEn M ATRYN DRy 87 37 PiTE oy

frombefore them Hashem and Hashemdestroyed asthe Anakites and tall and numerous great  a people
them
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in their place and they settled  and they dispossessed
them
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the Chori —  He destroyed  who in Seir who dwell Esav  for the children of He did as
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this the day until in their place and they settled  and they dispossessed ~ from before them
them
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destroyed them from Caphtor who came out the Caphtorim Gaza until  in villages who dwelt  And the Avvim
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in their place and they settled
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toAbimelech  Avraham  thatswore the oath and because of and the Avim and the Ekronite the Gittite the Eshkalonite
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Caphtorites  against them andIbrought from theirhand theirland totake out Israel were able  not
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60b  Chullin  from theirhand  totakeit are permitted  you andnow intheirstead and theydwelt and they destroyed them

Pasuk 23

TR IO NN AT AN NI WX PAI NN M3 WD wp

the king of Sichon ~— intoyourhand Ihave given  sce Aron the valley of —  andcross journey  Arise
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in battle him and provoke topossess begin  hisland and —  the Emori ~ Cheshbon
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the peoples the face of upon and the fear of you the dread of you toplace I willbegin the same Thisday
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who  the heavens
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because of you and they will writhe and they will tremble your report  will hear
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the battle of onthedayof for Moshe thesun thatstoodstill Thisteaches theheaven allof Under
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messengers And I sent
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peace words of  Heshbon  king of  Sihon to  Kedemoth from the wilderness of
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toproclaim the Omnipresent commanded me thatnot eventhough Kedemoth From the wilderness of

for peace toSihon
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the Holy One blessed be ~ when came the world ~ which preceded  the Torah  from Sinai  from the wilderness of ~ Ilearnt
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thatnot before Him anditwasrevealed and Yishmael Esav  to  withit He wentaround to Yisrael togive it
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with words of ~ Sihon —  approached I even withpeace tothem Heopened so andeven theywouldacceptit
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able the world ~ Who preceded Ilearnt from You Kedemoth From the wilderness of Another explanation ~ peace
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Tanchuma  with moderation My people — Letsendout 5:1 Shemos saying
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or left right  willlturn  not Iwillgo on the road on the road throughyourland Let me pass
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only andIwilldrink tome youwillgive formoney and water andIwilleat you will sell me formoney  Food
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onny feet  let me pass
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until in Ar who dwell  and the Moavites in Seir who dwell Esav  the children of forme  did just as
37101 APTPR MM YR PINT PN 1707 NN 2N WX
tous isgiving our God  Hashem which  the land to the Yarden — I cross that
"
NPX ,D¥I82  Say° 1°1y% N2 awy  Ca3 ShH Wy TwN>
but  through theirland passing regarding the matterof not Esau  thechildrenof tome  did As

:0%%) PON 9% 1°1y%

and water food  selling regarding the matter of

1

SISIND MI2YN PY 30 TN AN GEYN WN 7Y

through yourland letme pass to isconnected theJordan —  Ishallpass  that  Until
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your God Hashem stiffened because throughhim toletuspass Cheshbon kingof Sichon consented and not
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asthisday intoyourhand todeliverhim inorder hisheart — andhardened hisspirit —




CHAPTER SUMMARY

The aliyah details the specific instructions given to the Bnei Yisrael regarding their neighbors: they were forbidden from
provoking Esau, Moab, or Ammon, and were commanded to purchase all food and water from them with money. After the
generation of the midbar had finished passing away, Hashem commanded the nation to cross the wadi Amon and engage
Sihon, the king of Heshbon, in battle. Although Moshe Rabbeinu sent messengers with a peaceful request to pass through his

land, Hashemhardened Sihon's heart, setting the stage for his defeat and the inheritance of his territory.

HW}??:? WHAT TO TAKE HO ME

In this parshah, Hashem commands Klal Yisrael not to provoke Esav, Moav, or Ammon, nor to take a single footstep of their
land. Why? Because Hashemalready gave those lands to themas an inheritance. To make sure the Yidden do not feel needy
or envious, Hashem reminds them of a beautiful truth: "The Eternal your God has blessed you in all your undertakings... you

have lacked nothing.” For forty years in the midbar, they had exactly what they needed, down to the last detail.

This contains a profound lesson for our daily avodah. The yetzer hara often tries to make us look at what others have, their
livelihood, their success, their portion in life, and tempts us to encroach on it, even if only in our minds through jealousy or
frustration. We think, "If only I had what they have, I would be complete.” But the Torah is teaching us that what belongs to
another is completely off-limits because Hashemdecreed it belongs to them. More importantly, you do not need it. Hashem
has already custonrtailored your life with every single tool, dollar, and blessing necessary for your specific neshama to fulfill

its mission.

When you truly internalize that "you have lacked nothing”, that your current portion is perfectly measured by the Creator,
envy melts away. You no longer feel the need to push into someone else's territory or compare your life to theirs. You can walk

through this world with a quiet, joyful confidence, focusing entirely on using the blessings right in front of you.

Today, when you feel a pinch of envy or find yourself comparing your situation to someone else’s, stop and say to yourself:

"Hashem has blessed me with exactly whatI need for my avodah todayj; I lack absolutely nothing."
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