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L) CHAPTER PREVIEW

Lichoira, we might think that the great brachos of the Torah are only promised for the most lofty, difficult mitzvos. In this first
aliyah of Parshas Eikev, Moshe Rabbeinu is mechadesh to Klal Yisrael that if they are careful to keep even the seemingly minor
mitzvos—the ones a person might easily step on with his heels—Hashem will faithfully keep His covenant and shower them
with incredible brachos. The Torah promises that Hashem will bless their children, their crops, and their livestock, and remove

all sickness from their midst.

We also find a powerful chizuk here regarding the upcoming conquest of Eretz Yisrael. Moshe Rabbeinu addresses the
natural fear that the Yidden might have when facing nations more numerous than themselves. He reminds them of the great
nissim Hashem performed in Mitzrayim, assuring them that Hashem will fight for themand drive out the nations little by little,
while warning them to completely destroy the avodah zarah of the land and not to bring any of its gold or silver into their

homes.

All introductions, summaries, and contextual notes are the editor’s commentary and are not part of the original text.
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your land  and the fruit of your womb the fruit of and He will bless and multiply you and blessyou And He will love you
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the land  upon yoursheep and the young of yourcattle the offspring of and youroil and yourwine your grain
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from her womb  castsout  which the female your cattle the youngof —youroxen  The offspring of
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ora sterile female a sterile male among you be there shall not the peoples above all you shallbe  Blessed
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your eye shall pity not toyou isgiving yourGod Hashem whom the peoples all — And you shall consume
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to dispossess them  will I be able how than I these the nations more numerous in your heart you shall say — If
"

s12m 92252 NN RRY NI RRDUT 1wh 9ma By .923%2 amNn oo
because inyourheart youwillsay lest itis perhaps  anexpressionof yourwill against inyourheart youwillsay If
107 KDY, DM RTNOKD L1 wNR PR ,0whnin? Do KD oo onw
isit possible and not them fear donot so say donot todispossess them Iwillbeable not  many thattheyare
DOR RPN KD W vHY SR on DY niiwh aNwn nnoxa iwapb

them fear  donot afterwards uponit thatwill fit ki of meanings  of theother inone  toexplainit
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to Pharaoh  your God Hashem  did that which  —  you shall remember remembering of them you shall fear not
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Mitzrayim  and to all of
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and the arm  the strong and the hand and the wonders and the signs youreyes saw which the great  the trials
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toall  yourGod Hashem willdo so yourGod Hashem broughtyou out with which the outstretched
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there onthedryland blood and theybecame 4 Shemos aserpent anditbecame forexample And the signs
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the firstborn  the plague of  of  isthe sword this outstretched And the arm
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and awesome  great a God isinyour midst your God Hashem for before them dread  Donot
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until  great a panic and He will throw before you your God Hashem  And He will deliver
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and behold  the root of last the letter Mem thatisnot because entirely withKametz isvowelled And He will confound
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not the heavens fromunder theirname —  and youshall destroy intoyourhand  theirkings And He will deliver
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them  your wiping out until before you any man shall stand up
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and take  upon them and gold silver covet donot in the fire youshallburn  theirgods  The graven images of
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it is your God Hashem anabomination of for byit yoube ensnared lest for yourself

Pasuk 15

PRY M2 DI 0UM AR Y NI Xan N

utterly detest  like it banned and you willbe yourhouse into anabomination  bring  and you shall not
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it is banned for you shall abhorit and utterly abhor you shall detest it
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you may live  sothat  toperform you shall safeguard today command you I that  the commandment All
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and completed it tocomplete it have opportunity thathe didnot because  but tobring themup with them busy himself  alone
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Tanchuma theirname by itwascalled  Yisrael
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years forty these your God Hashem led you that the way  all — And you shall

remember
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whether you would  in your heart what was — toknow totestyou toafflictyou inorder in the wilderness
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after Him  youshall doubt andnot youshall test Him thatnot Hiscommandment whetheryouwould keep

Pasuk 18

K21 nyT) NP WK 1l nR 9NN A AN

and not did you know not  which the manna — and He fed you and He starved you And He afflicted you
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but man doeslive  alone the bread by not that tomake youknow inorder your fathers did they know
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years forty these swell did not and your foot fromuponyou wearout didnot Your clothing
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like atype of  them and bleach  against their dothing rub would  Glory thecloudsof wearout didnot Yourgarment
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like the clothing with them their clothing grow would growing theywere justas theirchildren andeven  bleached  garments

2 1"NN YR LIPS Y ny DI vpn DY mn

850 Shimoni Yalkut see withit whichgrows asnail  of this

Al

:NIMBl QPP Am °HPIm 1772 .P¥23 AMDl K% .83 KD
become swollen  that their feet  barefoot those whowalk asis the way of like dough  swell  did not swell did not

Pasuk 20

THPN MW 33 % YN 197 TN °P T3 0y Dy

your God Hashem hisson — aman disciplines justas  that yourheart with And you shall know
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Him and tofear in Hisways  towalk your God Hashem the commandmentsof —  And you shall keep
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and depths  springs  water streamsof aland of  good a land to isbringing you your God Hashem For
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and in the mountain in the valley flowing forth
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whose aland init anything youwilllack not bread init youwilleat withpoverty not that a land
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the good  the land  for  yourGod Hashem —  and you shall bless and you shall be And you shall eat
satisfied
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CHAPTER SUMMARY

The aliyah begins with the promise of immense brachos, health, and agricultural abundance if Klal Yisrael keeps the mitzvos.
Moshe Rabbeinu reassures the people not to fear the nations of Canaan, reminding them of the miracles of Mitzrayimand
explaining that Hashem will drive out the inhabitants gradually to prevent wild beasts from multiplying. He strictly forbids
keeping any silver or gold from the Canaanite idols, warning that bringing such abominations into one's home makes a person
proscribed like them. Finally, the Torah commands the Yidden to remember the forty years in the midbar—where Hashem
tested them with hunger, fed them the manna to teach them that man lives by Hashem's word, and miraculously preserved
their clothing and feet—Dbefore describing the beautiful, fertile nature of Eretz Yisrael and commanding the mitzvah of Birkas

HaMazon to thank Hashemafter eating.
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The Torah is telling us a major yesod about how Hashem runs the world. When we look at our parnassah, our health, or our
daily struggles, we naturally think that we live "on bread alone”, meaning, we think we are completely dependent on the
natural, physical means of survival. If we don't have the bread, if the doctor's report looks bad, or if the business deal falls

through, we panic. We ask ourselves, "How can I survive this?"

But the Torah is mechadesh a deep emunah lesson from the forty years in the midbar. Hashem fed us the manna, which was
completely outside of nature, to teach us "kilo al halechemlevado yihyeh ha'adam’, a person does not live on bread alone,
but on whatever Hashemdecrees. The bread is just a garment, a levush. The real source of your life and your sustenance is

the direct word of Hashem. If He wills it, you can thrive in a barren desert with clothes that never wear out.

When you worry about how things will work out, remember that your survival does not depend on the natural "bread” you
see in front of you. It depends solely on Hashem's ratzon. When you internalize this, the pressure of the physical world melts

away, and you realize you are always in the hands of a loving Father.

Today, when you sit down to eat or make a blessing, pause for ten seconds before saying the brachah. Remind yourself that it

is not the food itself that sustains you, but the word of Hashem that gives this food the power to keep you alive.
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