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L) CHAPTER PREVIEW

In this aliyah, Moshe Rabbeinu warns Klal Yisrael about the great spiritual danger of prosperity. When we enter Eretz Yisrael,
eatand are satisfied, build beautiful homes, and see our wealth multiply, there is a major nisayon of the heart becoming
haughty. Moshe cautions us not to forget Hashemand fall into the trap of thinking "my own power and the strength of my

hand made me this wealth."

Instead, we must always remember that it is Hashem who gives us the koach to achieve success, in order to fulfill His
covenant with the Avos. Moshe also prepares the nation for the upcoming conquest of Eretz Yisrael, reminding them that
although the nations they will face are mighty giants, Hashem Himself is leading the way to destroy the enemies before them.

All introductions, summaries, and contextual notes are the editor's commentary and are not part of the original text.
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His commandments  keep not to your God Hashem —  youforget lest yourself  Guard
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today  command you 1 which and His statutes and His ordinances

Pasuk 2
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and dwell  you will build fine and houses and be satisfied you will eat lest

!

R 09937 U0 Ann DOMILY DT DIZY NN IRR DRy 2007

11 Devarim Sifrei  thanyou are mightier andthey aremighty you thanyou andmightier greater
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Pasuk 3
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isyours  that  andall foryou willincrease and gold and silver will multiply and your flocks and your herds
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will increase

Pasuk 4
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from the land of Who brought you out  your God Hashem —  and you will forget yourheart and will grow haughty
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bondage  fromthe house of Mitzrayim
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where and thirst  and scorpion  fiery  serpent and the awesome the great through the wilderness ~ wholed you
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the flint from the rock of water foryou who brought forth water there is no
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and in order toafflictyou inorder yourfathers knew not  which in the wilderness manna  who fed you
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in your end to benefityou to test you

Pasuk 7
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this  the wealth — forme made myhand and the strengthof my power inyourheart and you say

Pasuk 8
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wealth  to make strength toyou isthe One Whogives He  that your God Hashem — And you shall
remember
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day asthis  toyour forefathers He swore which Hiscovenant —  toestablish in order

Pasuk 9
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other gods after  andyougo yourGod Hashem —  youwillforget forgetting if  And itshall be
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you will perish perishing that today against you I warn to them and you bow down and you serve them

Pasuk 10
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you would hearken not because shall you perish so  frombefore you causestoperish Hashem  that  Like the nations
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your God Hashem to the voice of

Pasuk 11
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greater  nations todispossess tocome the Yarden «— today are crossing  you Yisrael Hear
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to the heavens and fortified ~ great cities  thanyou and mightier

Pasuk 12
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canstand who have heard andyou have known  you whom  Anakites children of and tall  great  a people
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Anak  the children of before

Pasuk 13

NI MPOR WK TPIDD 2yn NI PR M o ot nyT™)

He consuming afire before you isthe One crossing He your God Hashem that today And you shall know
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as quickly  and you shall destroy and you shall drive before you will humble them and He will destroy them
them them out
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toyou Hashem spoke

CHAPTER SUMMARY

The aliyah begins with a strong warning to guard ourselves against forgetting Hashem once we enjoy the material abundance
of the land. Moshe Rabbeinu describes how Hashemlovingly sustained us through the dangerous wilderness with manna and
water from the rock, proving that our sustenance comes entirely from Him. He warns that forgetting Hashemand turning to

avodah zarah will lead to total destruction, just like the nations of Canaan. Finally, Moshe reassures Klal Yisrael that as they




cross the Yarden to face the formidable Anakites and their fortified cities, they should not fear, because Hashemis crossing

before themlike a devouring fire to subdue the eneny.

HWV?:? WHAT TO TAKE HO ME

The Torah is warning us here about one of the biggest spiritual dangers a Yid faces, and that is the subtle trap of "kochi
v'otzemyadi”, the feeling that my own smarts, my own hard work, and my own talents are what brought me ny success. When
things are going well, when we have eaten and are satisfied, when the business is growing and the bank accountis
comfortable, the yetzer hara whispers that we did this ourselves. We forget that we are completely dependent on Hashem for

every single breath.

Lichoira, the Torah does not tell us to stop working or to not use our talents. We have to do our hishtadlus. But the chiddush
of the sugya is that even the very strength to do that hishtadlus, the energy to get out of bed, the sharp mind to make a good
decision, the stamina to work, is a direct gift from Hashem. As the pasuk says, "He is the One who gives you the power to
make wealth." The moment we think we are the ones running the show, we slip into a dangerous state of "ramlevavecha,”

where our hearts become haughty and we lose our connection to the true Source of everything.

To fight this, we have to actively train ourselves to see Hashem's hand in our daily successes, big and small. When a deal goes
through, when we find a great parking spot, or when we successfully navigate a difficult meeting, our immediate reaction
must not be self-congratulation. Instead, we must pause and recognize that Hashem just gave us the strength and the siyata

d'shmaya to make it happen.

Today, the moment you experience any small success or finish a productive task, pause for three seconds and say out loud or

in your heart: "Thank you Hashem for giving me the strength and the ability to do this."
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