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CEIKEV - 3RD ALIYAH)

L/ CHAPTER PREVIEW

In this aliyah, Moshe Rabbeinu is warning the Bnei Yisrael not to fall into the trap of thinking that they are inheriting the
land of Eretz Yisrael because of their own righteousness. Moshe makes it very clear that the driving out of the Canaanite
nations is davka because of those nations' wickedness, and to fulfill the oath that Hashem made to the Avos, Avraham,

Yitzchak, and Yaakov.

To drive this point home and break any feelings of pride, Moshe reminds the people of their history of being a stiffnecked
people. He begins to recount the painful memory of the Cheit HaEgel, the Sin of the Golden Calf, reminding themhow they
provoked Hashem's anger at Chorev right after receiving the Torah.

All introductions, summaries, and contextual notes are the editor's commentary and are not part of the original text.
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saying  frombefore you them  your God Hashem when thrusting away in your heart say Do not
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the nations and because of the this the land — to possess Hashem  brought me because of my
wickedness of righte ousness
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from before you is driving them out Hashem  these
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caused  the nations and the wickedness of my righteousness in your heart say Do not
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but theirland — to possess coming are you your heart and because of the because of your Not
uprightness of righteousness
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and in order from before you is driving themout your God Hashem  these the nations because of the
wickedness of
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and to Yaakov to Yitzchak  to Avraham  toyour fathers Hashem  swore which  the word —  tofulfill
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serves  the word’D behold the nations for the wickednessof but topossess come doyou for your righteousness Not
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but in the meaning of
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the good  the land — toyou isgiving yourGod Hashem foryour righteousness not that And you shall know
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youare ofneck stff apeople for topossessit this
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the day  from in the wilderness your God Hashem —  you provoked  how — forget donot Remember
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rebellious this the place to  yourcoming until Mitzrayim fromthe land of you wentout  that
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Hashem with you have been
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you to destroy withyou Hashem and wasangry Hashem —  you provoked And at Chorev
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made that  the covenant the tabletsof  the stones  the tablets of toreceive the mountain when I ascended
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not  bread nights and forty days forty on the mountain and I'stayed withyou Hashem
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did I drink  not and water did I eat
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21a  Megillah delaying anexpressionof  but sitting  thereisno onthe mountain And Istayed
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God with the finger of  written the stones  tabletsof the twoof —  tome Hashem And He gave
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the fire  from the midst of on the mountain withyou Hashem spoke that the words  like all of and upon them
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the assembly on the day of
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Tanchuma wereequal thatboth of them iswritten luchas Tablets

Pasuk 8

W NN VPN MM N3 MY Do¥IINY i ooyaIN PR T

the twoof —  tome Hashem gave night and forty day forty at the end of And it was
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the covenant tabletsof  the stones  tablets of
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whom  your people has corrupted for fromhere quickly godown arise tome Hashem And He said
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they made I commanded them which  the path from quickly they strayed from Mitzrayim you brought out
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a molten image for themselves
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neck  stiffof anation and behold this the nation — Thaveseen  saying tome Hashem And said
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itis
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and I will make the heavens fromunder theirname —  andIwillblotout andI will destroy them fromMe desist
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than they and more numerous  mighty  into a nation you
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the Tablets of and the two of with fire wasburning and the mountain the mountain from and I wentdown And]I turned
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hands my two were upon the Covenant
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molten metal a calfof foryourselves you had made your God to Hashem you had sinned and behold AndIsaw
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you Hashem commanded which  the path from quickly you had strayed
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before your eyes and I smashed them hands my two fromupon andIflungthem  tablets - the two And I gripped
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not  bread nights and forty days forty as the first ime Hashem before  And I threw myself
Y7 NILY? DONLD YR DONNWYA P3Py CnONY NP o) RPN
the evil todo yousinned  which your sin all of because of did I drink not and water didIeat
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toanger Him  Hashem in the eyes of
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to Iwillgoup andnow thirty-two Shemos asitissaid days forty asthe first  Hashem before AndIfell down
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terminating theyare found  days forty Ttarried ascent at that Imayatone perhaps Hashem
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He became reconciled same day onthat of Tammuz . on the eighteenth ascended sincehe  of Av  on the twenty-ninth
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another hestayed thirty-four Shemos tablets two foryourself hew toMoshe tohim andHesaid  with Israel
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the Holy One wasreconciled sameday onthat  Atonement  ontheDayof terminating theyarefound days forty
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therefore fourteen Bamidbar accordingtoyour word Ihave forgiven toMoshe tohim andHesaid — withjoy with Israel
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because itis stated complete with goodwill that He was reconciled and from where and for forgiveness ~ for pardon it was appointed
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according tothe days inthe mountain  stayed andI  ten Devarim the last tablets of in the forty
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the middle ones fromnow  say  were in goodwill the last sotoo were in goodwill the first justas the first
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inanger were
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— you to destroy againstyou Hashem wasangry  that  and the wrath the anger because of Idreaded For
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that at the time also tome Hashem and listened
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atthe time Aaron onbehalfof also andIprayed todestroy him very much Hashem wasangry And with Aaron
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that
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toyou thathelistened because Hashem wasangry andwith Aaron
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fromabove his fruit andIdestroyed two Amos states it andso children exterminationof this todestroy him
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and remained two and died half toatone my prayer anditavailed Aharon onbehalfof also AndIprayed
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the two
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and I crushed in the fire it and I burned 1 took the calf — you made which your sin and —
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the brook into itsdust — andIthrew todust itwasfine that until well  grinding it
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the mountain from that lows down
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in Old French moulant and destroying goingon  like  continuous action anexpressionof grinding
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Hashem —  youwere provokersof wrath the craving and atthe graves of and at Massah And at Taberah
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that the land — and possess goup  saying Barnea from Kadesh you Hashem And when sending
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Him did you believe and not  your God Hashem the word of — and you rebelled toyou Ihave given
against
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to His voice did you listen and not
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— you my knowing from the day of Hashem with youhave been  rebellious
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that the nights forty and — the days forty — Hashem before And I prostrated
(0PN TRYI? MM MR %D CnPRInm
you todestroy  Hashem  said  because I prostrated
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thatis written because  here  and he repeated them above that are mentioned themselves are these etc. AndIfell down
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etc. Yourpeople  destroy donot God Hashem asitissaid  his prayer theorderof here
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whom and Yourinheritance Yourpeople  destroy  donot Hashem my Lord andIsaid Hashem to  AndI prayed
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strong  witha hand from Mitzrayim You brought out whom in Your greatness You redeemed
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the stubbornness of  to turn  donot and for Yaakov for Yitzchak for Avraham  for Your servants Remember

ARV DR dywn PRy mn ayn

its sinfulness and to its wickedness and to  this  the people
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to  tobring them Hashem ability of froma lack of fromthere You broughtusout which  theland they willsay lest
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in the wilderness toslay them He brought themout  them  and from His hatred of tothem He spoke which  the land
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and with Your arm  the great with Your power You brought out whom and Your inheritance are Your people And they
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the outstretched

CHAPTER SUMMARY

Moshe Rabbeinu reviews the tragic events of the Golden Calf, describing how he ascended the mountain for forty days and
forty nights without food or water to receive the Luchos, only to be told by Hashemto go down quickly because the people
had corrupted themselves. Moshe recounts seeing the calf, smashing the Luchos before their eyes, and throwing himself
down in tefillah for another forty days to avert Hashem's decree of destruction against the nation and against Aaron. He
describes destroying the calfitself, grinding it to dust, and goes on to list other places where the Bnei Yisrael provoked
Hashem, such as Taberah, Massah, Kibros HaTa'avah, and Kadesh Barnea, concluding with his heartfelt tefillah pleading

with Hashem to spare His nation for the sake of the Avos and His great Name.




TWYR? WHAT TO TAKE HO ME

The Torah is wamning us here about a very dangerous yet natural human reaction. When things go good for us, when we see
hatzlahah in our lives, the yetzer hara immediately whispers in our ear: "It is because of your righteousness, because you are so
worthy, that Hashemis giving you this.” Moshe Rabbeinu is breaking this illusion. He tells Klal Yisrael straight out: "Know,

then, that it is not for any virtue of yours that Hashemis giving you this good land... for you are a stiffnecked people.”

Lichoira, this is a difficult thing to hear. But the deep yesod here is actually the greatest source of comfort. If our relationship
with Hashem, and all the brachos He gives us, depended solely on our perfect righteousness, we would be in big trouble. The
moment we stumbled, we would lose everything. But Moshe Rabbeinu is teaching us that Hashem's goodness to us is rooted
in something much deeper, it is because of the covenant with the Avos, and because we are His children, His "am

u'nachalah,” even when we are struggling and far from perfect.

This means we must live with a double-consciousness. On one hand, we must never become arrogant or feel entitled to our
blessings, thinking we earned them through our own frumkeit or hard work. On the other hand, we should never despair
when we fall, thinking Hashem has abandoned us because we messed up. He loves us and sustains us because of who we are

to Him, not because we have achieved flawless perfection.

Today, when you experience a success, whether in your learning, your parnassah, or with your family, stop for a moment and

say: "Hashem, I know this is a free gift from You, not because I am perfect or deserve it. Thank You for Your endless chesed.”
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