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CEIKEV - 4TH ALIYAH )

LJ CHAPTER PREVIEW

In this aliyah, Moshe Rabbeinu continues recounting the aftermath of the cheit ha'egel, describing how Hashem
commanded himto carve out the second luchos and build a wooden aron to hold them. Moshe recalls going up the
mountain, receiving the second luchos with the Aseres HaDibros, and placing themin the aron upon his descent, where they
remained safe and sound.

All introductions, summaries, and contextual notes are the editor's commentary and are not part of the original text.
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like the first stone tabletsof  two foryourself carve tome Hashem said that At the time
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wood anark of foryourself and you shall make to the mountain toMe and ascend
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foryourself hew tome andHesaid withme He wasreconciled days forty at the end of that At the time
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and the tablets for when Icome first an Ark made and I anArk foryourself andyoushall make that andafter
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not the Tabernacle for behold Bezalel which made  the Ark is this andnot shallIplace them where inmyhand
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the mountain from uponhisdescent for ~ Atonement  theDayof  after  untl withit did they occupy
themselves
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that and after first the Tabernacle made  and Bezalel the Tabernacle the work of concerning them  he commanded
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and that tobattle with them goingout which was andthisis  was other anArk this itturnsout andvessels the Ark
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forit  andthey were punished ~ Eli  inthedaysof except tobattle didgoout not Bezalel which made
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and  Shekalim Yerushalmi Talmud  and it was captured
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which the first the tablets upon were that the words —  the tablets upon and I will write
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in the ark and you shall place you smashed
them
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and I went up like the first stone tabletsof two andIcarved shittim wood of anarkof AndI made
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in my hand  the tablets and the two of the mountain
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Hashem spoke  which commandments  the ten — the first like the writing the tablets upon And He wrote
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tome Hashem and He gave them the assembly on the day of the fire from the midst of on the mountain to you
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I made that in the ark the tablets —  and I placed the mountain from andIdescended AndI turned
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Hashem commanded me as there and they were
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Aharon died there toMoserah Yaakan ofthe children of from Beeroth journeyed Yisrael And the children of
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in his stead  his son Elazar and served as priest there and he was buried
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tohere  hasthis connection what toMoserah Yaakan the childrenof from the wellsof journeyed Yisrael And the children of
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from Moserah butdid theynot  toMoserah  theyjourney Yaakan the childrenof fromthe wellsof didindeed and furthermore
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there and furthermore 33  Bamidbar etc  fromMoseroth andtheyjourneyed asitissaid Yaakan tothe childrenof come
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journeys eight andyouwill find and calculate  go die  the mountain atHor butdidhenot Aharon died
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when died you did this and furthermore  therebuke isof this even rather themountain toHor from Moseroth
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foryourselves youfeared  glory  thecoudsof anddeparted years forty attheend of the mountain at Hor Aharon
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on your backward steps and you turned back toMitzrayim toreturn aleader andyouappointed Arad  thekingof from the war of
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Levi the childrenof withyou fought there toMoserah andfromthere Yaakan the childrenof until journeys eight
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youreturned and from there yourretreat on the way of you they forced back until ofthem andyou ofyou and theykilled
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water streamsof aland of toJotbath Gudgod  and from toGudgod they journeyed From there
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toyou whichcaused Aharon  of  thedeath over heavy amourning youmade andatMosera etc Gudgodah  And from
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the death thatisgrievous tosay  of the tablets tothe breaking this  reproof =~ Moshe And juxtaposed Chukas Tanchuma
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thatit washard andtoinformyou thetablets onit thatwerebroken liketheday the HolyOne before righteousones — of
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onit thattheymade like the day fromHim toseparate 14  Bamidbar aleader letusappoint thattheysaid what toHim
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the covenant of the Arkof — to carry Levi  the tribe of —  Hashem separated that At the time
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this  the day until in HisName and tobless tominister to Him Hashem before  tostand Hashem
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the first  tothe matter isconnected etc. Hashem separated  that  Atthe time
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and the sons of with the calf and youwentastray from Mitzrayim of your going out first in the year that At the time
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Yaakan Bnei totheretreatof this  verse  and Hejuxtaposed fromyou the Omnipresent separatedthem goastray didnot Levi
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in their faith ~ theystood butrather Levi thesonsof init goastray didnot inthis thateven tosay
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Arakhin the hands the raisingof and thisis the Kohanim inHisName andtobless toministertoHim Hashem before tostand
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is his inheritance  He  Hashem his brothers with and an inheritance a portion forLevi there was not -  Therefore
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the King  from the house of ready aportion hereceives ishisinheritance He  Hashem
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night and forty day forty the first like the days on the mountain stood And I
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todestroy you Hashem did want not that at the time also tome Hashem and hearkened

i)

meD mPyr®  wWnp KRPY opDY  nianNT nimba Daph  ama onTRy saNy

how much above he specified thatnot And because the latter the tablets toreceive on the mount stood AndI
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withit andbegan hereturned this latter in the ascent on the mount he stood
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but  wereingoodwill these so wereingoodwill they justas the first the tablets  of the former As the days
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and they shall inherit and they shall enter the people before  for the journey go  Arise tome Hashem And He said
o7 NN DAY MYV YN PINT N

tothem togive to their fathers 1 swore which  the land —
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tome Hesaid withthecalf andyoustrayed fromafter Him thatyouturned though - even etc. tome Hashem AndHe said
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CHAPTER SUMMARY

The aliyah then transitions to the journeys of Bnei Yisrael, noting the death and burial of Aaron HaKohen at Moserah and
the succession of his son Elazar to the Kehunah. Moshe explains how Hashem et apart the shevet of Levi to carry the Aron,
stand in service before Hashem, and bless the people, which is why they do not receive a standard portion in the land. Finally,
Moshe recalls how he stayed on the mountain for forty days and forty nights to plead for the nation, and how Hashem
accepted his tefillos, sparing Bnei Yisrael and commanding them to resume their journey to inherit the land promised to their

Avos.
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The Torah tells us that Moshe Rabbeinu was commanded to make a wooden ark to hold the second Luchos, and Rashi
explains a beautiful, deep point here. This was not the main Aron made later by Betzalel; this was a special, temporary Aron
that Moshe made himself. Whenever Klal Yisrael went out to war, this specific Aron, containing the broken pieces of the first

Luchos, went out with them.

Think about the depth of this chiddush. The first Luchos were broken because of the Cheit HaEigel, a time of terrible failure
and brokenness. Lichoira, we would want to hide those broken pieces away, to forget our spiritual downfalls. Yet Hashem
commands that the broken pieces must be carried with us, right into the battlefield. The Torah is teaching us that our
brokenness, our past struggles, and the times we fell are not meant to be erased. When we do teshuvah, those very struggles

become a source of strength that helps us fight our daily battles against the yetzer hara.

You might feel that because you have slipped in your avodas Hashem, you are no longer fit to stand before Hashemor fight
the spiritual battles of life. The Torah is telling you the exact opposite. Do not leave your broken pieces behind. Carry them

with you as a reminder of Hashem's infinite rachmanus and your own resilience.

Today, when you experience a moment of frustration or remember a past spiritual failure, do not let it bring you down.
Instead, use that memory as a catalyst to daven with more heart, reminding yourself that Hashem wants you to move forward

specifically with the lessons of your past.
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