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L.l CHAPTER PREVIEW

In this aliyah, Moshe Rabbeinu continues his warmand heartfelt words of mussar to Klal Yisrael, asking them the famous
question: "What does Hashem demand of you? Only to fear Hashem.” Moshe is teaching us that despite Hashem owning the
entire universe, the heavens and the earth, He chose our holy Avos out of pure love, and chose us, their children, fromall the
nations. Moshe begs the Yidden to remove the blockages from their hearts, to stop being stiff-necked, and to serve Hashem

with all their heart and soul.

Moshe then describes the greatness of Hashem, who is the ultimate Judge, showing no favor and taking no bribes, yet He
cares for the most vulnerable—the orphan, the widow, and the stranger. We are commanded to love the stranger because we
ourselves were strangers in Mitzrayim. Moshe reminds the generation entering the land that they saw Hashem's great miracles
with their own eyes, from the plagues in Mitzrayim to the splitting of the Yam Suf, and the punishment of Dathan and
Abiram, and therefore they must keep all the mitzvos.

All introductions, summaries, and contextual notes are the editor's commentary and are not part of the original text.
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CHAPTER SUMMARY

The aliyah flows froma powerful demand for yiras Shamayim and ahavas Hashem to a reminder of our historical obligations.
Moshe Rabbeinu commands Klal Yisrael to fear Hashem, walk in His ways, love Him, and serve Him, while specifically
warning themto love the stranger. He reminds them of their humble beginnings when seventy souls went down to Mitzrayim,
contrasted with how Hashem has now made themas numerous as the stars. Finally, Moshe warns them that because they
personally witnessed the great miracles in Mitzrayim, the midbar, and the downfall of Dathan and Abiram, they carry a
personal responsibility to keep the Torah so they can merit to inherit and live long in Eretz Yisrael, a land flowing with milk

and honey.

.'IWW:? WHAT TO TAKE HO ME

The Torah asks us a question that seems to make no sense: "What does Hashemask of you, except to fear Him?" The Gemara
in Berachos is immediately bothered by this. Is yiras Shamayim really such a small, simple thing that Hashem can ask for it as if
itis nothing? The Gemara answers that yes, for Moshe Rabbeinu, yiras Shamayimis indeed a small thing. But we have to ask,

if the Torah is speaking to all of Klal Yisrael, how does Moshe's level help us?

The yesod here is that by connecting ourselves to the tzaddikim of the generation, and by remembering that we are the
children of the Avos whom Hashemloved, we inherit a natural capacity for emunah and yiras Shamayim. It is already inside
us, waiting to be uncovered. The only thing holding us back is the "orlas levavchem", the spiritual blockage on our hearts

that comes fromgetting too caught up in the material world and our own stubbornness.

When we remove that outer shell, we find that loving and fearing Hashemis not a distant, impossible mountain to climb. It is
our natural state. We don't need to achieve angelic perfection; we just need to clear away the distractions and remember who

we are and what our eyes have seen throughout our history.

Today, take three minutes to sit quietly, away from your phone and the noise of the world, and simply think about the
chessed Hashem has done in your life. By clearing away the daily noise, you allow your natural, inherited yiras Shamayim to

surface.
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