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CEIKEV - 6TH ALIYAH)

L.l CHAPTER PREVIEW

In this aliyah, Moshe Rabbeinu is showing Klal Yisrael the beautiful and unique nature of Eretz Yisrael, contrasting it with
the land of Mitzrayim. Unlike Mitzrayim, which requires backbreaking human labor to irrigate from the Nile like a vegetable
garden, Eretz Yisrael is a land of hills and valleys that drinks directly from the rains of Shamayim. Itis a land that Hashem

Himself constantly watches over and cares for, from the beginning of the year until the end of the year.

This leads directly into the second parsha of Krias Shema, where Hashemsets the conditions for our sustenance in the land. If
we listen to the mitzvos, love Hashem, and serve Him with all our heart and soul, Hashem promises to send the rain in its
proper time so we can gather our grain, wine, and oil, and have plenty of grass for our cattle.

All introductions, summaries, and contextual notes are the editor's commentary and are not part of the original text.
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which isit  Mitzrayim like the land of not  toinheritit there  are coming  you that the land  For
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itis ~ Mitzrayim like thelandof not tothem Hesaid andthus speaks the Scripture toitsdisparagement one might think
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man 13 Bamidbar  etc.  before wasbuilt  years seven and Hebron Scripture teaches thanit worse  but
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—  builds aman theworld thewayof forCanaan andHebron hisson forMizrajim Zoan built Cham builtthem  one
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andinevery intothesecond puts he the first of  because the refuse theinferior —  builds that andafter the finer
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itwas Mitzrayim thebestof andZoan Mitzrayim like theland of Hashem like the gardenof 13 Bereishis asitissaid
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and Hebron itsprinces inZoan were for 30 Yeshayahu says it for so royalty the place of because it was
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theland of inthebestof andit init youdwelt which  Raamses thelandof even  fromthere youwentforth which
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Yisrael like the land of  is not it  even 47 Bereishis  etcetera theland inthebestof asitissaid Mitzrayim
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with your foot from the Nile water  tobring needing was Mitzrayim the land of with your foot and you watered
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Sifrei asone  exposed and thatwhichisnot exposed andhigh  low waters  and the Holy One  your bed
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and by shoulder by foot it and they water ~ withrains  forit enough whichthereisnot  herbs  asagardenof
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from the rain of and valleys hills isaland of topossessit  there are crossing  you which  but the land
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are onit your God Hashem the eyesof always it secksout your God Hashem  that a land
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ayear theendof anduntl the year from the beginning of
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17 daf inRosh Hashanah asitis etcetera  forbad sometimes  for good
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8a there atitsend willbe what itisjudged theyear from thestartof theyear From the beginning of
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today you command I which My commandments to  you will hearken  surely if  And it shall be
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forgetting if  andso tothenew youwillhearken totheold youhearken if  youwillhearken hearkening if  Anditwill be
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itiswritten forso allofit isthatyouwill forget yourend toforget youhavebegun if 8  Devarim you will forget
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Iwillabandonyou twodays oneday youabandonMe if  inascroll
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in order rich thatIwillbe inorder amlearning I behold youshouldsay thatnot Hashem — Tolove
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thereis andis there 6 Daniel continually  Him  serve you whom yourGod asitissaid service
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yoursoul" andwithall yourheart "withall Headmonished already Butisitnot yoursoul —andwithall yourheart Withall

: 9980 MEEL® MMy TP MmN RPN, M oonaT

Sifrei  tothe community anadmonition totheindividual anadmonition rather 6 Devarim
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there isuponMe what willdo 1 also  isuponyou what youhavedone yourland therainof AndIwillgive
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Shabbos  on the nights of in its season another explanation you they will trouble sothatnot  atnights  Initsseason
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theseeds and — theearth —  whichdrenches thesowing after thatfalls  therainfall itis Yoreh
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malkosh  andthe term onitsstalks  the grain tofill tothe harvest  close  that descends rain Malkosh
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the stalks  and upon the ears upon because it descends  malkosh itiscalled for this another explanation
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If thatissaid like the matter yourenemies andnot thehouse into shallgatherit you  yourgrain And youshall gather
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Anditwas thatissaid like the matter andnot 62  Yeshayahu  shalleatit  those whogatherit but etc. yourgrain Iwill give
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and you shall be and you shall eat  foryour cattle inyourfield grass AndI will give
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Sifrei  fromitsgrain decrease anditdoesnot theharvest before days thirty from it
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gods and you serve and you turn away  your heart  will be enticed lest for yourselves Guard yourselves
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tothem and you bow down others
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you kick lest  toyourselves takeheed andsatisfied eating thatyouwillbe since toyourselves Take heed
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piPm oawR D" MR T 1M ¥R pITM T9 AWNT M whE DTNy
today theydrove meout for says  Dovid andso toidol worship andclings hegoes the Torah from departs thata person
2 mR om L 9" R OPRMw M T2y 9% TMND 'm nbmaz  monomR
tohim said and who 26 Aleph  Shmuel  etcetera serve  go saying  Hashem totheinheritance of from cleaving
DOmPR TAY? 2R 17 MIIA2 PoYPR WM CIRY 11D RPN 71D

gods toserve  close  behold Iam with the Torah from occupying myself drivenout thatIam since rather 50
2NN

others

)

N¥RI MY SNY PRN pYis - oeTaive NN OMw .DTMN BonRN

itturnsout answer him anditdoesnot toit  one cries out totheir worshippers are strangers that they others gods
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Sifrei  like astranger tohim itis made
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rain  there willbe and not the heavens —  and He will shut againstyou Hashem the angerof and will flare up
YN TILT PING PYR MR OnTINY API2Y NN IR NP RN
that the good theland fromupon quickly and you will perish its produce ~—  willyield not and the ground

;329 N1 m
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much  youhavesown one Chaggai thatissaid like the matter toit bring  whichyou that even itsproduce —
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thatcaused theland  from you Iwillexile the sufferings therestof all Inadditionto quickly Andyoushall perish
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and instructinghim ~ sitting andhewas  thefeast  tothehouse of hisson whosent toaking Aparable  tosin you
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the flood tothe generationof respite  given butwasnot youwillsay andif respite  toyou give Idonot Quickly
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was there not  theflood the generationof 6 Bereishis years and twenty one hundred hisdays andshallbe asitissaid
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them and youshallbind  yoursoul —andupon yourheart wupon these Mywords —  And you shall place
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tefillin lay with the mitzvos  distinctive ~ be  thatyouareexiled  after ~ Even Mywords —  Andyoushall place
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Sifrei  markers foryourself  Setup
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and in your walking in your house in yoursitting inthem tospeak yourchildren —— them  And you shall teach
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and in your rising and in your lying down on the way
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and on your gates your house the doorposts of upon  And you shall write
them
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Hashem  swore which the land  upon your children and the daysof yourdays will multiply —so that
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the earth  over the heavens like the daysof tothem togive to your forefathers
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resurrectionof  learning  wefind fromhere tothem togive but here  written isnot toyou togive tothem Togive
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the Torah from the dead

CHAPTER SUMMARY




The aliyah warns us to be extremely careful not to let our hearts be swayed to go astray after avodah zarah, which would
bring Hashem's anger, causing the heavens to stop giving rain and leading to our exile from the good land. To protect
ourselves and keep these truths alive, we are commanded to bind these words as a sign on our arms and as tefillin between our
eyes, to teach themdiligently to our children throughout the day, and to write them on the mezuzos of our doors and gates,

so that we and our children may merit long life upon the land that Hashem promised to our Avos.

TWYN? WHAT TO TAKE HOME

The Torah is making a major comparison here between Mitzrayimand Eretz Yisrael. In Mitzrayim, you had the Nile right
there. You could irrigate your fields with your own feet, feeling completely in control of your livelihood. But Eretz Yisrael is
different. Itis a land of hills and valleys that depends entirely on the rain of heaven. Lichoira, we would think that having a
natural, predictable water source like the Nile is a blessing, while depending on rain is a curse. Why is Hashem bringing us to

a place where we are constantly vulnerable?

The chiddush of the Torah is that this vulnerability is actually the greatest bracha of all. Because Eretz Yisrael has no natural
irrigation system, it is a land that Hashemis constantly looking after, "from the beginning of the year to the end of the year."
Mimeila, this setup forces us into a constant, living relationship with Hashem. We cannot just put our heads down and rely on
our own efforts. We have to look up to Shamayim. Our physical sustenance is directly tied to our spiritual state, to "loving

Hashemand serving Him with all your heart.”

This is a powerful yesod for our daily avodah. We often crave total predictability and security in our parnassah, our health,
and our shalom bayis. We want to feel like we have a "Nile" that we can control with our own feet. But Hashem purposely
puts us in situations where we must rely on Him, where we have to daven for "rain" every single day. This is not a punishment;
it is how Hashemkeeps us close. When you feel that vulnerability, it is Hashem inviting you to talk to Him, to build real

bitachon, and to realize that He is looking directly at you every moment.

Today, when you feel anxious about something you cannot control, do not try to force a natural solution with your own
feet. Instead, look up to Shamayim, say a short tefillah in your own words, and remember that Hashemis looking after you

personally right now.
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