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(HA'AZINU - 1ST ALIYAH )

L) CHAPTER PREVIEW
We begin the holy shira of Ha'Azinu, where Moshe Rabbeinu calls upon the shamayimand the eretz to stand as eternal

witnesses for Klal Yisrael. Moshe Rabbeinu begs that his words of Torah and mussar should drop like rain and dew, bringing
life and growth to the neshamos of Klal Yisrael, as he prepares to proclaim the great Name of Hashemand demand that we

give kavod to Elokim.

All introductions, summaries, and contextual notes are the editor's commentary and are not part of the original text.
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my mouth the words of the earth andlethear andIwillspeak O heavens  give ear
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Isaid forso tothematter witnesses and youshall be in Israel them warn that T O heavens Give ear
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heaven against them didhe callas witness and why theearth andlethear andlikewise witnesses willbe thatyou tothem
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did we accept  not Israel will say if dead Iam tomorrow andblood flesh Iam  Moshe said  andearth
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andearth  heaven against them he called as witness therefore and refutesthem comes who the covenant upon us
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theirreward andgive the witnesses will come theyact worthily thatif and furthermore forever endure  thatthey witnesses
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willbe theyactsinfully andif theirdew willgive andtheheavens itsyield willgive andtheearth itsfruit willgive thevine
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rain  there willbe andnot theheavens — and He will restrain first the witnesses the hand of against them
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its yield — willgive not and theground
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the nations  the handsof by

11 there quickly andyoushall perish that andafter 17  Devarim
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vegetation upon like rainstorms my speech like the dew may it flow my teaching like the rain  May it drip
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grass upon and like raindrops
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the Torah in your presence say that T that you shall testify the testimony is this mydoctrine  asrain  droppeth
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justas Sifrei  see tothe world life whichis this asrain totheworld life thatitis to Yisrael which Igave
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andrain  dew the heavens drop down
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theyshall drop thirty three  Devarim  fatness theydrop sixtyfive  Tehillim  andso dripping anexpressionof itdrops
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dew
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travelersof suchas  topeople  annoyance init thereis thattherain because init rejoices  which everyone asthe dew it flows
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Sifrei  wine fullof hispitwas whose andone roads
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these the winds  justas rain like winds of like its Targum  tempest wind of anexpressionof like storm winds
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theirstudents —  makegrow  Torah wordsof sotoo  them and make grow  the herbs — strengthen
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like that  reviiv  itiscalled likeanarrow thatitshoots accountof on tome itappears rain  dropsof andlike showers
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twenty-one Bereishis withabow anarcher say which you
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with greenery covered theearth the clothing of herbaries grass
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herb  iscalled Dbyitself andspecies species andeach  herb iscalled single astalk  Herb
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to our God greatness  give Tcall Hashem the name of When
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"When chapter23  Vayikra  like when in the meaningof  serves ) behold Iwillcall Hashem the Nameof When
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toour God  greatness ascribe  you  Hashem the Nameof andmention — whenIcall the land" to  you will come
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ablessing after His Kingdom the gloryof the Nameof Blessedbe thattheyanswer theysaid fromhere HisName and bless
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16b Taanis 21a Berachos 13 Shemos Mechilta Sifrei see  thatisin the Temple
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for Hiswork perfectis The Rock
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isHe  and upright

righteous injustice and without faithfulness a God of  justice His waysare  all
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His will ~ those whotransgress upon punishment when He brings strong that Heis eventhough Hiswork perfectis The Rock
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His work perfectis because withjustice rather but bringsit He inaflood not
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topay of faithfulness A God

— thatHedelays andeventhough tocome intheworld theirrighteousness tothe righteous
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Hiswords ~—  toverify Hisendis theirreward
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Sifrei  see  this intheworld theirrighteousness therewardof Hepays tothewicked even injustice and without
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for them andright itisfitting andso Hisjudgment —  upon themselves justify all Heis andupright Righteous
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tojustify Him  anditisfitcting Heis andupright the creations from the mouthof righteous
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and twisted  crooked a generation their blemish His children not to Him It corrupted
"
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forHim" not for themselves "They corrupted accordingtoits Targum  etc.  toHim They corrupted
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theirblemish  itis  that they corrupted and the corruption they were His children their blemish His children
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His blemish andnot was Hischildren of theblemish theirblemish His children
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chapter3 Michah theypervert thestraightness all and— like andtwisted bent crooked A generation
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and crooked arebent  whose teeth aweasel Mishnah andin the language of
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the strand around it and wrap it that they twine  this  like a thread entortille And twisted
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Who acquired you your Father ~ He is not wise andnot vile O nation this yourequite toHashem Isit
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and established you made you He
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in Hishand Whohas grieve you  before Him isitthat wonder anexpressionof this  yourequite IsittoHashem
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the goodnesses  withall toyou and Whodidgood fromyou topunish
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tothem that whichwasdone —  thatforgot foolish A people
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andtodoevil todogood inHis power thatitis the future consequences —  tounderstand  wise  and not
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strong andinaland  therocks  inanestof Whonestedyou Whoacquiredyou Whoacquiredyou yourfather He Is not
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benefit  kinds of withall Whoprepared you
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among the nations anation madeyou He
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prophets  fromyou  priests  from you and base foundation kindsof withall that after  and He established you
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fifty-six  Chullin Sifrei  init thateverythingis a metropolis kings and from you

CHAPTER SUMMARY

In this opening aliyah, Moshe Rabbeinu praises the perfect ways of Hashem, the Rock whose actions are entirely just and
faithful, without any wrongdoing. He then contrasts Hashem's perfection with the crookedness of a generation that acts
corruptly toward Him, calling out Klal Yisrael for their foolish ingratitude to the Father who created, fashioned, and

established them.
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The Torah is telling us in this parsha that the words of Torah are compared to rain and dew: "May ny discourse come down
as the rain, my speech distill as the dew.” Lichoira, we have to understand the difference between these two. Rain can
sometimes be heavy and storming, which is like those times in life when we are hit with a sudden, powerful inspiration ora
major wake-up call. But dew is different. Dew falls quietly, almost invisibly, night after night, consistently nourishing the

ground without any noise or drama.

This is the great chiddush of the shira of Ha'Azinu for our daily avodas Hashem. We often wait for the "rain”, for that big,
dramatic moment of inspiration, a powerful speech, or a major life event to shake us up and make us grow. But the Torah is
teaching us that real, lasting growth, the kind that truly builds a Yid, comes from the "dew." It comes from the quiet, daily
consistency of learning a little bit of Torah every single day, day in and day out, even when we do not feel any special

excitement.

When you set a fixed time for learning and stick to it, even for just ten minutes a day, you are letting the dew of the Torah
saturate your neshama. Over time, this quiet consistency completely transforms a person, making theminto a vessel for yiras

Shamayimand true growth.

Today, do not wait for a burst of inspiration to learn or to do a mitzvah. Commit to one small, quiet spiritual habit, like
learning two halachos or one passuk of Chumash, and do itata set time, completely undisturbed, letting the quiet dew of

Torah build you step by step.
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