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CHA'AZINU - 4TH ALIYAH )

L) CHAPTER PREVIEW

In this aliyah, the Shira of Ha'Azinu continues with Hashem's response to the Bnei Yisrael's betrayal. Because they angered
Hashem with false gods and empty vanities, Hashem declares that He will hide His face from themand provoke them with a
low, foolish nation. The pesukim describe the intense fire of Hashem's anger that reaches the depths of the earth, bringing a

series of devastating punishments upon the nation.

We learn of the terrible tzaros that will be unleashed, including famine, plague, wild beasts, and the sword of the eneny. Yet,
even in the depths of this midas hadin, Hashem reveals that He will not completely destroy themor erase their memory from

mankind, solely to prevent the enemies of Yisrael from mistakenly boasting that their own power, rather than Hashem's hand,
brought about this downfall.

All introductions, summaries, and contextual notes are the editor’s commentary and are not part of the original text.
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and His daughters His sons from the anger of and He spurned Hashem And He saw
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are they ~of reversals a generation for their end what Iwillsee fromthem My face Iwillhide And He said
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isin them faithfulness no children
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intheirend uponthem will come what theirend what
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intoanger My goodwill theyoverturn theyare perversity agenerationof for
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fromit  andtheydeviated good away Ishowedthem for inthem evident My training thereisno inthem faithful not
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Another explanation in old French nourriture chapter2  Esther  bringingup” "Andhe was anexpressionof Nurtured
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short  and withina time and we will hearken we willdo atSinai theysaid likeits Targum faithfulness anexpressionof faithful
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Sifrei  thecalf and made their promise they nullified
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will provoke them to and I with their vanities they angered Me god witha non- provoked Me to They
jealousy
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I will anger them  vile  witha nation people witha non-

jealousy
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My wrath theykindled theyangered Me
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agod  thatisnot withathing agod Withnot
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this Chaldeans thelandof Behold 23  Yeshayahu asitissaid areputation toit thathasnot withanation apeople Withnot
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greatly youare despicable 1 Ovadiah says it regarding Esav  was not people
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the degenerate  said 14 Tehillim says it andso the heretics  theseare Iwill provoke them debased Witha nation
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and its produce  earth and it consumed below the depths untl anditburned in My wrath hasflared afire For
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mountains foundations of and it set ablaze
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it consumed it burned
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the foundation until inyou anditshall blaze
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Sifrei  andits produce yourland withherincrease land  And it shall consume
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mountains  Yerushalayim 125 Tehillim asitissaid the mountains upon whichisfounded Yerushalayim Anditshall burn
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about her are round
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on them Iwillspend My arrows misfortunes upon them I will sweep
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Yeshayahu year  upon  year add  anexpressionof  evil upon evil Iwilljoin evils upon them Iwill heap
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7 Yirmeyahu yoursacrifices upon add  your burnt-offerings 29 Devarim  the watered  toadd 29
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the punishment accordingto this andcurse againstthem Iwill complete myarrows allof againstthem Iwillspend My arrows

: 'D MVID 9B0 D90 DK DM 207D OEm — KO oAb

9 Sotah Sifrei ending arenot butthey willend myarrows itis  forablessing
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I will send beasts and the tooth of bitterness and destruction of demons and foughtby famine bloated with
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dust  crawlers of the venomof with against them
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uponit  proving awitness tome andthereisnot hunger" “swollenof translated Onkelos  famine Sucked of
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emaciated a person famine  hairy of Theard from Toulouse the Preacher Moshe Rabbi of  and from the name
A2 By Pran
his flesh  upon  hair grows
)
A" oAPeam UNMMD RAR MO NP — R oopy vy om
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are demons and they

!

SAR" WD ,ANPID 2vp CTM Mg TY mand1 oman 3up

Iwillbe asin cuttingoff destructionis ~ Meriri ~ whose nameis ademon and cuttingoffof of Meriri and destruction
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thirteen Hoshea ~ Ograve  your destruction
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Sifrei  and causing death biting theewes  andtheywere occurred anincident domesticated animals And the tooth of
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like water the dust upon theirbelly on that walk serpents  the poisonof thedust those crawlingin The venom of
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passageof any andsimilarly thedust upon thewater theflowof anexpressionof crawlingis theground upon thattrickles
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andgoes  thedust upon thatshuffles athing
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with suckling ~ maiden and youngman both  terror and fromchambers the sword shall bereave From outside
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gray hair ~ man of
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troops  thesword of shall bereave them thecity fromoutside asword shallbereave From outside
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dread  because of upon him beat his heart the chambers of and escapes whenheflees  dread ~ And from chambers
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there will be in the house dread  And from chambers another explanation Sifrei  throughit gradually dies andhe
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translated andso intoourwindows death hascomeup For 9 Yirmeyahu thatitissaid as pestilence  the dread of
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in the streets that theydid what onaccount of the sword shall bereave From outside another explanation ~ Onkelos
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theeldersof  what asitissaid  chambers inthe chambersof thattheydid what onaccountof dread  and from chambers
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8  Yechezkel hisimagery  in the chambers of everyman in the dark do Yisrael the house of
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their memory from mankind I will make cease I will scatter them I said

"2

DIPREN  WIRY W ,OniR ANDX °393 MM JOTONEN ShARN
Iwill scatter them toexplain and there are them  Iwill make XD inmy heart Isaid Twill scatter them Isaid
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9 Nehemiah inEzra  wefound anditsparallel ownerless from uponme tocastthem  asacorner Iwill place them
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Menachem cdlassifiedit andso asownerless intoa corner and You divided them and nations kingdoms  tothem and You gave
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intothree  this word whichdivides inSifrei whichistaught the Baraitha the phrasingof after translated and Onkelos
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that will say  they are not asif  Iwill make them inmyanger Isaid are they where anger Isaid words
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are they where about them their onlookers
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this all  wrought Hashem and not is high
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todestroy  against them isgathered theenemy thatthewrathof not  if washeapedup theenemy thewrathof Wereitnot
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he will attribute andnot and tohisgod tohimself the greatness he will attribute and he destroys them against them heisable andif
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etc. isexalted ourhand theywillsay lest his  the greatness thatisnot toastranger theirpower toattribute
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understanding in them and there isno are they counsel lostof anation For
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CHAPTER SUMMARY

The aliyah details the severe consequences of Yisrael's unfaithfulness, beginning with Hashem hiding His countenance and
decreeing a series of harsh retributions, including famine, pestilence, wild beasts, and the sword of war. However, the Shira
explains that Hashem restrains His ultimate wrath and refrains from utterly destroying the nation so that the non-Jewish
nations will not misinterpret the destruction and arrogantly claim that their own strength, rather than Hashem's decree,

prevailed.
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The Torah is describing a terrible state of hester panim, where Hashemhides His face and lets the natural course of
destruction take over. Yet, even in the deepest darkness, the pasuk reveals a staggering chiddush: Hashem restrains the
ultimate destruction of Klal Yisrael "lulei ka'as oyev agur”, only because the goyim would mistakenly say that their own power
did it, and not Hashem. Think about this deep yesod. Even when we are, chas v'shalom, unworthy, and even when we have
brought anger upon ourselves, Hashem's concern for His Name and His connection to us remains the ultimate shield that

prevents our destruction. We are never truly abandoned, because our existence is bound up with His Name.

This is not just a historical prophecys; it is a guide for our personal avodah when we feel distant from Hashem. Sometimes a
Yid feels so far gone, so full of failures, that he thinks, "How can I even turn to Hashem? I have ruined everything.” The
yetzer hara wants you to believe that the hester panimis absolute. But the Torah is teaching us that even at the very edge,
Hashemis still holding onto us. The connection is never severed. If Hashem keeps us here even when we are at our lowest, it

means He still wants our avodah and is waiting for us to make the first move to return.

Today, when you say the words "Hashiveinu Hashemeilecha v'nashuva” in Shemoneh Esrei, or whenever you feel a moment
of spiritual heaviness, stop and remind yourself: "Hashemhas neverlet go of me, and He never will.” Take one small, hidden
mitzvah or a single minute of heartfelt tefillah, and use it to break through the concealment, knowing that Hashemis waiting

right on the other side of the partition.
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