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L/ CHAPTER PREVIEW

In this aliyah, the Shira continues with a powerful and sobering look at the churban and the bitter galus of Klal Yisrael.
Hashemlaments that if only the nation had been wise, they would have looked at their history and realized that it is impossible
fora tiny handful of enemies to chase down thousands of Yidden unless Hashem Himself had decided to deliver themover.
The pasukim describe the spiritual decay of the enemies, whose actions are as poisonous as the grapes of Sodomand

Gomorrah, and whose ultimate downfall is already sealed and waiting in Hashem's storehouses.

Yet, within this dark picture, the Torah brings us to the turning point of the geulah. When Klal Yisrael is completely down,
with all their strength gone and no savior in sight, Hashem will step in to avenge His servants. He will mock the empty avodah
zarah that the nations and the backsliding Yidden trusted in, showing everyone that there is absolutely no power other than
Him.

All introductions, summaries, and contextual notes are the editor’s commentary and are not part of the original text.
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their end they would this  they would understand they were wise ~ If
comprehend
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Yisrael of  their punishment theendof tocomprehend heart theywouldset theirlatterend theywould understand
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sold them their Rock that not if  tenthousand puttoflight andtwo athousand one  could pursue how
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delivered themup and Hashem
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delivrer  intoour hand anddelivered them sold them delivered them and Hashem sold them their Rock that not If
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in foreign tongue
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are judges  and our enemies is their rock like our Rock not  For
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and not delivered them that Hashem tounderstand the enemies forthem was this all istheirrock asourRock not For

not for ourRock against  theirgods anything could not now until forbehold isthevictory andtotheirgods  theirs
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rock  isanexpressionof thatisinScripture rock every istheirrock asourrock
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tothem  soldus  thatourRock behold us are judging ourenemies  and now are judges  and our enemies
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clusters of gall  are grapesof their grapes Gomorrah and from the fields of is their vine Sodom from the vine of For
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are to them bitterness
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and Iwould cease Iwould scatter them in My heart Isaid above is connected is their vine Sodom from the vine of  For
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and Amorah  Sodom are the deeds of that theirdeeds because their remembrance
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Kidron in the fields of chapter3 Chavakuk  food  yielded not and fields asin grain afieldof  fields of
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andso their punishment theirdeedsis accordingto forthem isfitting bitterness adrink of tothem bitterness  clusters of
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according to their their deedsis and the recompense of ~ Onkelos  translated
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cruel vipers and the venomof is their wine  serpents  poison of
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behold  their punishment  isthecupof serpents like the gallof Behold islike its Targum is their wine dragons The poison of
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their punishment the drink of isthecupof  snakes  like the bitterness of

1

y75” N2 UTON 2PN TP MON NITW DOID .mtamD WNM

and exact punishment  will come cruel anenemy tothebittenone  cruel  whichis is their cup vipers And the venom of
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from them
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are hidden all of them  their deeds thatIforgot  they  theythink  accordingtoits Targum withMe laid up it Is not
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withme stored up their fields  and the produce of theirvine the fruitof  this Is not
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and rushes their disaster the day of nearis for theirfoot  falters  for the time and recompense isvengeance ToMe
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tothem anditwill pay vengeance the punishmentof andready isprepared withMe andrecompense isvengeance With Me
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asanoun andrecompense those whoexplain and thereare theirrecompense tothem will pay the vengeance according totheir deeds
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like chapter five Yirmeyahu inthem isnot and thespeaking from theformof anditis andretribution like
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tothem  willIpay and when and the speech
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upon it relying that theyare theirancestors the meritof whenwillend their foot shall totter at the time
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and prepared isnear their calamity thedayof uponthem tobring fromwhenIdesire theircalamity thedayof near  For
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many agents meansof by tobring  before Me
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for them the future things will come and quickly forthem the future things and quickly
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words of Moshe againstthem warned here until chapter five Yeshayahu lethim hasten lethimspeed islike andhastens
thatI  theywillknow the punishment uponthem when there comes fora witness this the song tobe reproof
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etc. your captivity —  your God Hashem and Hewillreturn etc. and the curse
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power isgone that Hesees when He willrelent Hisservants and upon His people Hashem will judge For
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or ruler ruled  and there is none
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like  concerningthem thatare mentioned  these  withsufferings them whenHejudges Hispeople Hashem willjudge When
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serving isnot this thisword’2 nations He will chastise 36 Iyov nations”  He chastises bythem "For
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astatement the beginningof anexpressionof butrather  above of  forthewords areason togive because inthe sense of
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uponthem and tohave mercy toreturn Hisservants concerning the Holy One
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exceedingly andstrengthening  isgoing  theenemy thehandof that whenHesees power goneis that Hesees When
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orhelped ruled amongthem andthereisnone overthem
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thatnot amongthe people whorestrains  theruler  heis aruler onewhostrengthens thehandsof by abandoned/strengthened
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restrained maintainer in foreign tongue the enemy against tothearmy intheirgoingout scattered  theyshould go
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fortified chapter 49 Yirmeyahu praise thecityof helped isnot  how the wall until  Yerushalayim
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that they served  theirgods ~ whereare concerningthem  the Holy One blessedbe ~ And He will say
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meaning tosay and the cold theheat frombefore withit coveringthemselves thattheywere therock init theytrusted The rock
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theevil from uponthem toprotect init trusting that they were
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and drinking  before them offering which they were eating gods those were theirsacrifices thefatof  who
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their drink offerings the wine of
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and ashelter arefuge toyou shallbe  rock that  aprotection uponyou letitbe
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who delivers from My hand and there isnone  willheal ~andI I wounded
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and from savior foryou andthereisno wuponyou that He brought the punishment from understand  now See
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against My hand protester and thereisno thatIwillsaveyou the salvation
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against Me those whorebel whocandeliver from Myhand and there is none




CHAPTER SUMMARY

The aliyah details how the enemies of Klal Yisrael could only succeed because Hashemsold His people into their hands,
though the enemies themselves are spiritually rotten and destined for a bitter end. Hashem keeps their punishment sealed in
His storehouses, waiting for the moment their foot falters to bring about His vengeance. Ultimately, when the Jewish people
are completely helpless, Hashem will vindicate His servants, challenge the uselessness of the false gods they turned to, and

reveal His absolute oneness as the Sole Provider of life, death, and ultimate healing.
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The Torah is telling us a tremendous chiddush in this week's parsha. When we look at the world and see our enemies
succeeding, or when we face personal tzaros where it feels like we are completely powerless, we tend to look at the natural
causes. We think the other side is stronger, or that we made a bad move. But the pasuk screams to us: "How could one have
routed a thousand... unless their Rock had sold them?” Lichoira, the only reason the eneny has any power over us is because
Hashemb'davka handed us over. It is never about the strength of the natural forces against us; it is entirely about our

relationship with Hashem.

This is a major yesod in our avodah. When things go wrong, the yetzer hara wants us to focus on the "eneny” or the physical
obstacle, making us feel weak and helpless. But the Torah is teaching us that when we reach a state of "azilas yad,” when we
realize we have absolutely no strength of our own and that no natural savior can help us, that is exactly when Hashem's
salvation begins. The moment we stop putting our bitachon in the "rocks” of the world and realize that "I amthe One, and

there is no god beside Me," the yeshua comes.

Today, when you face a frustrating situation or a setback that seems out of your control, do not waste your energy fighting
the natural cause or worrying about how strong the obstacle seems. Stop for a moment, take a deep breath, and say to

yourself: "This obstacle has no power of its own; everything is directly from Hashem, and only He can heal and save me."
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