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CHA'AZINU - 6TH ALIYAH )

[l CHAPTER PREVIEW
In this powerful sixth aliyah of Parshas Ha'Azinu, Hashem swears by His own eternal existence that the time for the ultimate
geulah and retribution has arrived. The shirah describes how Hashem will, lichoira, whet His flashing sword and take hold of

strict judgment to pay back those who hated and persecuted His children throughout the long galus.

All introductions, summaries, and contextual notes are the editor’s commentary and are not part of the original text.
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forever I aslives andIsay  Myhand heaven to I willraise For
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inanoath myself  to myhand Ishalllift myanger inthewrathof for myhand heaven to Ishalllift For
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1 live  swear 1 itis anoath  anexpression of 1 live  AndIsaid
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to My adversaries vengeance Iwillreturn My hand  of judgment and takeshold My sword the flashof I whet If
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I will repay  and to those who hate
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aflash  toit thereshallbe sothat mysword thebladeof — Ishallwhet I mysword theflashof  Iwhet If
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whom  toyou whodidevil from myenemies mercy  theattribute of torelinquish myhand onjudgment And shall take hold
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theattribute of —  myhand and shall grasp 15 1 Zechariah  forevil helped andthey alittle wasangry I
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vengeance andtotake toit tohold fast justice
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and shallhold thatitsays theverse thewordingof from within inthe Agada ourRabbis learned etcetera vengeance Iwill return
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flesh  the measure of the HolyOne the measure of andblood flesh  like the measure of not myhand fast tojustice
ﬁ'f:; W’1 »En Zahly 'n'l";ﬂi?tﬁz ,il:’tlff!’_? I?ﬁDZ ﬁJ’Iﬂ vooopan o7
inHishand and thereis Hisarrows shoots butthe HolyOne toreturnit able andheisnot anarrow shoots and blood
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mysword lightningof here asitissaid Hisarrow itis lightning forbehold inHishand Heholdsthem  asif  toreturnthem
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inforeigntongue  itis  punishment isanexpressionof this and thisjustice myhand fast tojustice and shall hold
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and the captive the slain from the blood of ~ flesh ~ will devour and My sword with blood My arrows I will make drunk
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eneny  the long-haired from the head of
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of the enemy from the blood myarrows Iwill make drunk
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their flesh  shall devour and my sword
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Yisrael  theslainof theblood of fromthesinof tothem willbe  this andthecaptive theslain From the blood of
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from them that they captured and the captivity
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because of the enemy of the breaches of the beginning from thesin of the enemy of the breaches From the beginning
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of their ancestors and the sins theirsin uponthem He visits the nations from exacts punishment when the Holy One
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against Yisrael that they breached of the breach from the beginning
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He will return  and vengeance He will avenge His servants the blood of for of His people O nations sing praises
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His people  Hisland  and He will appease to His adversaries
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of isthepraise what See Yisrael —  thenations will praise  time Atthat  Hispeople nations  Praise
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knowing  forsake Him anddidnot overthem thatpassed thetroubles amidstall tothe HolyOne thatdeaved this anation
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4 Yoel  thatisstated like the matter theviolence andfor therobbery for toHisadversaries He will render And vengeance

S - oRmR  MON MERY M2TRP  DiTX) MmN menw? orgn”

Yehudah  against the childrenof for the violence shallbe  desolate toawilderness and Edom shallbe adesolation Mitzrayim
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Sifrei  see etc  Yaakov yourbrother For the violence against 10 Ovadiah  and it says
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overthem thatpassed the troubles for andHispeople Hisland and He willappease His people  Hisland ~ And He will appease
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the enemy tothem and thatdid
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his face Iwillappease 21 32 Bereishis like andplacating appeasement isanexpressionof And he shall atone
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toYourland have You been favorable whereby toYourland Hashem Youhave been favorable — states it  andso receives comfort
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85 Tehillim Yaakov  the captivity of You have brought back
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Rabbi Nehemiah andRabbi Yehudah Rabbi aboutit andtheyargued inSifrei isexpounded it other In ways
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acounsel tothem whichis My Torah theylost arethey counsels losing anation for 28 this all  wrought Hashem
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athousand thenations of  one couldpursue how 30 toconsider understanding inthem andthereisno  proper
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Iexplained  justas everything istheirrock like ourRock not for 31  delivered them theirRock - - unless of them
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the nations  of  istheirvine Sodom from the vineof For 32
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toMe thegreatness toattribute their heart will theyset andnot etc.  Gomorrah and of the fields of
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Yisrael  against isheapedup theenemy theangerof wereitnot whatitstated thisis  gall  aregrapesof theirgrapes
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what  for them tofeed are for them Dbitterness  clustersof  therefore and toembitter them  topoison them
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toMy children they have done
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tothem thattheydo what for togive themtodrink prepared theirwine serpentsis poisonof 33
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andsoon Hashem isinthehandof acup for 75 Tehillim as it is said cup that  withMe laidup 34




!

2 "D WPYWS "S53 mIoRan” MWRIY 1ayd  .oba wwn nye? nb

26 Yeshayahu afoot  shalltreadit thatissaid like the matter theirfoot shall totter atthetime to
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andnot of because inthesense He willjudge because serves this inexpression His people Hashem willjudge For ToHim
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when their oppressors from the hand of theircause ~—  Hewill plead that like but  sufferings anexpressionof yadin
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etc power goneis that Hesees
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thatsaid justas Yisrael of theirGod  whereis willsay theenemy  theirGod  whereis And Hesays 37
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7 Michah thatissaid like the matter 56  Gittin  thecurtain  —  whenhe pierced thewicked  Titus
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your God ~ Hashem whereis tome  whosays shame and shall cover her myenemy And she shall see
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now see  and He will say Hissalvation the Holy One Blessed is He will reveal Then  etc. I that now See 39
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thegood uponthem willcome andfromMe theevil uponthem came from Me am He I I that
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uponyou Iwillbring that  theevil from you whowill deliver that delivers from Myhand and there is none
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the fearof ~ below  andastrong person above aweak person  even  likeits Targum  inheaven My Divine Presence
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is below andaweak one  isabove = whenastrongone themoreso andall thelowerone isupon the upperone
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in My power and it was chapter2 Numbers hisplace by everyman asin My Divine Presence the place of My hand
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because toexact punishment hastening Iamnot  forever Iam  thatlives Isaid but  fromyou toexact punishment
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can exact punishment I later andingenerations  forever live I  inthematter time toMe thatthereis
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andblood flesh akingof theliving andfrom thedead from toexactpunishment isinMyhand and theability fromthem
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at their death Icanexact punishment during their lifetime exact punishment and Idonot
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above Texplained as  allofit myhand  onjustice andshallhold mysword

CHAPTER SUMMARY

The aliyah continues with a vivid depiction of the absolute destruction of the enemies of Klal Yisrael, where Hashem's arrows
and sword will be saturated with the blood of the oppressors and their leaders. Ultimately, the goyim themselves will be forced
to praise and acclaim the Jewish people, as Hashemavenges the spilled blood of His servants, brings complete retribution upon

His adversaries, and finally cleanses and brings kaparah to the land of His nation.

7 WHAT TO TAKE HO ME

The pesukimin our aliyah are talking about the ultimate nechamah, where Hashem promises that He will avenge the blood of
His servants and cleanse the land of His people. The Torah uses very sharp, intense lashon here, arrows drunk with blood, a
flashing sword, and taking vengeance on those who hate Him. Lichoira, we have to ask: why does the Torah describe
Hashem's judgment in such a fierce, physical way? The Tanna is telling us a deep yesod here. Hashemis showing us that not

a single drop of Jewish pain, not a single tear or sigh fromour long galus, is ever lost or forgotten.

When we go through tzaros, the yetzer hara tries to make us feel like we are hefker, chas v'shalom, or that Hashemis
indifferent to our suffering. But the Torah is mechadesh here that Hashemkeeps a reckoning of every single pain inflicted
upon His children. The intense imagery of vengeance is there to show us how precious we are to Him. Mimeila, when we see
the world in turmoil and we feel the weight of the galus, we must strengthen our emunah and bitachon that Hashemis

holding our pain close to Him, and in the end, He will bring the ultimate yeshuah and comfort.

Your avodah today is to take a moment when you feel overwhelmed by the difficulties of life or the tzaros of Klal Yisrael, and
remind yourself: "Hashem cares, He remembers, and He is holding onto every single tear." Use this emunah to push through

a hard moment with joy, knowing we are never forgotten.
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