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HA'AZINU . 7TH ALIYAH

L) CHAPTER PREVIEW

In this final section of Parshas Ha'Azinu, we find Moshe Rabbeinu finishing the shirah of Ha'Azinu before the entire klal
Yisrael, standing together with his talmid Yehoshua. Moshe gives his final, heartfelt chizuk to the Yidden, urging themto
place these words deep into their hearts and to pass themon to their children, reminding them that the Torah is not an empty
thing, but rather our very life and the key to our arichas yamim on the land.

All introductions, summaries, and contextual notes are the editor's commentary and are not part of the original text.
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CHAPTER SUMMARY

Following this final warning, Hashem commands Moshe Rabbeinu on that very day to ascend Har Nevo in the land of
Moav. Hashem tells him to look out and view the beautiful Eretz Canaan that is being given to the Bnei Yisrael, and informs
him that he will be nistalefer there on the mountain and gathered to his people, just as his brother Aharon HaKohen passed
away on Hor HaHar. Hashem mentions that this was decreed because of the mei merivah where they did not sanctify His

name, meaning Moshe is permitted to see the land fromafar but is not zocheh to enter it.




TWYR? WHAT TO TAKE HO ME

The Torah is telling us a tremendous chiddush here. Moshe Rabbeinu is standing at the very end of his life, preparing to
ascend the mountain where he will pass away, and what does he choose to leave us with? He says, "Ki lo davar reik hu
mikem, ki hu chayeichem’, for it is not an empty thing for you, because it is your very life. Rashi is medayek on this: if it seems

empty, it is "mikem’, fromyou, because you are not putting the proper labor and heart into it.

Lichoira, we sometimes look at a mitzvah, a halacha, or a piece of Gemara and it feels dry, empty, or disconnected fromour
daily reality. We might think the problemis with the Torah itself, or that we are just not "spiritual” enough. But the Torah is
teaching us that there is no such thing as an empty space in Yiddishkeit. If a mitzvah feels empty, it is only because we haven't
invested ourselves in it yet. The life and the warmth are waiting inside, but they require our "shimu levavchem”, our active

attention and heart.

When we put our heart into our avodah, the Torah ceases to be a list of dry obligations and becomes our actual life force.
Every single halacha we keep, every word of Torah we learn, has the power to fill us with real chiyus. We just have to stop
treating these things as routine and start approaching them with the understanding that our entire spiritual existence is

wrapped up in them.

Today, take one small mitzvah or a single halacha that you usually do out of habit, and before you performit, stop for ten

seconds to think: "This is not an empty thing; this is my very life.” Do it with your whole heart.
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