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(KI TAVO . 1ST ALIYAH )

L.l CHAPTER PREVIEW
In this first aliyah of Parshas Ki Tavo, the Torah introduces us to the beautiful mitzvah of Bikkurim, the first fruits. When a Yid
enters Eretz Yisrael, inherits the land, and settles it, he is commanded to show his hakaras hatov to Hashem by taking the very

first of his fruits, placing themin a basket, and bringing themto the Beis HaMikdash.

This aliyah outlines the entire process of this holy avodah, from the moment the basket is handed over to the Kohen, to the
special declaration the bringer must recite. This declaration, known as Mikra Bikkurim, recounts our history from the time of
Lavan the Aramean and the galus in Mitzrayim, through the miracles of the Geulah, and finally to our arrival in the land

flowing with milk and honey.

All introductions, summaries, and contextual notes are the editor's commentary and are not part of the original text.
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halacha five chapter five Maaser Sheni  Yerushalmi

CHAPTER SUMMARY

The aliyah begins with the obligation to bring the first fruits to the Beis HaMikdash once the land is settled, where the bringer
presents them to the Kohen and declares his gratitude to Hashem. The Kohen then places the basket before the Mizbeach,
and the bringer recites the Mikra Bikkurim, detailing how Hashemsaved us from Lavan and the Mitzrim, redeemed us with a
strong hand, and brought us to Eretz Yisrael. Finally, the bringer bows before Hashem, leaves the fruits, and is commanded to

rejoice in all the goodness Hashem has given him, together with his household, the Levi, and the ger.
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The parsha of Bikkurim is coming to teach us a massive yesod in our avodas Hashem. Lichoira, when a Yid finally enters Eretz
Yisrael, works the land, and sees the very first fruits of his hard labor, the natural reaction is to feel a sense of personal
accomplishment. Yet, the Torah tells us that davka at this moment of success, we must pack up those first fruits in a basket,
travel to the Beis HaMikdash, and declare our entire history out loud, from Lavan trying to destroy Yaakov Avinu down to
the slavery in Mitzrayim and the miracles of the Geulah. Why is this long historical declaration necessary just to bring some

fruit?

The chiddush here is that we cannot truly appreciate our present blessings without remembering where we came fromand
who brought us here. By tracing our roots back to the hardships of our ancestors, we realize that our current success is not the
result of our own strength or cleverness. Mimeila, when you look at your own life and see the 'first fruits' of your efforts,
whether in parnassah, shalombayis, or raising children, the yetzer hara wants you to think that you did it all yourself. The

Torah is teaching us that the only way to keep our success holy is to trace it directly back to Hashem's kindness.

This is why the parsha ends with the mitzvah of 'v'samachta b'chol hatov', you shall rejoice in all the good. True simchah in
life only comes when we live with the emunah that everything we have is a direct gift from Hashem. When we stop taking our
blessings for granted and recognize the Yad Hashemin our daily lives, our physical achievements are elevated into a beautiful

avodah.

Today, take a moment to look at one specific area of success or comfort in your life. Instead of taking it for granted, verbally

acknowledge it to Hashem, saying out loud: 'Hashem, thank You for giving me this, I know it is entirely from You.’

TWRA - X120 °2 - 7w Oy wn W - Navy € Gold - From the Hebrew Source Text CHUMASH WITH RASHI - KI TAVO - 1ST ALIYAH - 11 PASUKS




