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CKI TAVO - 4TH ALIYAH )

L.l CHAPTER PREVIEW

In this aliyah, Moshe Rabbeinu and the elders of Israel command the Bnei Yisrael regarding the great mitzvos they must
perform immediately upon crossing the Yarden into Eretz Yisrael. They are instructed to set up large stones, coat them with
plaster, and write the words of the Torah clearly upon themas a testimony of their commitment to Hashem's Torah in the

land.

All introductions, summaries, and contextual notes are the editor's commentary and are not part of the original text.
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allof — Keep saying  the people — Yisrael and the elders of Moshe And commanded
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today you command 1 which  the commandment
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inforeign tongue  gardant  presenttense anexpressionof thecommandment allof — keep
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isgiving your God Hashem  that theland  to  the Jordan —  you cross that  on the day And it shall be
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with plaster ~ them  and you shall plaster large stones  foryourself and you shall erect toyou
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from them andyoushallbuild  others  fromthere youshall take out andafterwards in the Jordan foryourself And youshall raise
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twelve there were  stones  setsof three say you It turns out Eval on Mount analtar
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Sotah  in Tractate asitis Eval onMount and corresponding tothem in Gilgal and corresponding tothem in the Jordan
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Pasuk 3
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that in order when you cross over this the Torah  the words of  all — upon them and you shall write
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and honey  milk  flowing with aland toyou isgiving yourGod Hashem which the land to  you may enter
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toyou your fathers the God of Hashem  spoke as

Pasuk 4
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1 which these the stones — youshallsetup the Jordan ~—  upon your crossing And it shall be
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with plaster ~ them  and youshallcoat  Ebal  on Mount today you command

Pasuk 5
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upon them  wield  youshallnot  stones analtarof your God toHashem analtar there And you shall build
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iron

Pasuk 6
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burnt offerings upon it and you shall offer your God Hashem the altarof —  you shall build whole stones
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your God  to Hashem

Pasuk 7
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your God  Hashem before and you shall rejoice there and you shall eat peace offerings and you shall sacrifice
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well explained this the Torah the words of all of — the stones  upon and you shall write
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32 there languages inseventy well explaining
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Yisrael and hear  be silent saying Yisrael allof to  the Leviim and the Kohanim Moshe And spoke
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your God  toHashem fora nation you have become  this  the day
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like its translation understand
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with Him youentered today asif  inyoureyes theyshouldbe day Onevery toanation youhavebecome the this Thisday
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63b  Berachot intothe covenant

Pasuk 10

and — Hiscommandments —  and you shall perform  your God Hashem to the voice of And you shall listen
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today  command you I which  His statutes

CHAPTER SUMMARY

The aliyah continues with the command to set up these plastered stones on Har Eival and to build an altar of whole, unhewn
stones, upon which no iron tool has been lifted. On this mizbeach, the Bnei Yisrael are to offer olos and shelamim, eating and
rejoicing before Hashem, while writing the entire Torah clearly on the stones. Finally, Moshe and the Kohanim Levi'im
declare to the nation that on this day they have officially become the nation of Hashem, and they are exhorted to listen to

His voice and keep His mitzvos.




TWYR? WHAT TO TAKE HOME

The Torah is telling us that the very first thing Klal Yisrael had to do upon crossing the Jordan into Eretz Yisrael was to set up
large stones, plaster them, and write the entire Torah upon them "ba'er heiteiv”, most distinctly. Lichoira, they were entering
a physical land, a land flowing with milk and honey, where they would have to build homes, plant fields, and fight battles.
Yet, the Torah is teaching us a massive yesod in avodas Hashem: before you even begin to settle into your physical

surroundings, you must establish your spiritual foundation. You must write the Torah clearly on the stones of your life.

This is the chiddush of "ba'er heiteiv.” It is not enough to have the Torah tucked away in the bais medrash or kept as a vague
set of ideas in our minds. We have to write it clearly on the very stones of our daily existence. Every single day, we enter our
own "land", our workplaces, our homes, our daily errands, and our interactions with the world. The yetzer hara wants us to
get so swept up in the physical details of our day that we forget who we are. The eitzah is to set up our spiritual boundaries

first thing, making our commitment to Hashemand His mitzvos absolutely clear and unmistakable.

When we make our learning and our davening the solid, unshakeable foundation of our day, everything else falls into place.
Mimeila, even our physical involvements become elevated. We can then build a mizbeach, bring shelamim, and truly rejoice

before Hashem, because our entire life is built on the clear, distinct foundation of Torah.

Today, before you get swept up in the rush of your daily schedule, take five minutes to learn a halachah or a passuk with

Rashi, establishing a clear, distinct boundary of Torah that will anchor and guide your entire day.
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