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CKI TAVO .- STH ALIYAH )

L.l CHAPTER PREVIEW

In this aliyah, Moshe Rabbeinu commands Klal Yisrael regarding the dramatic and solemn ceremony of the blessings and the
curses that they are to performupon crossing the Yarden. The Torah details exactly which shevatimare to stand on Har
Gerizim for the blessings, and which are to stand on Har Eival for the curses, with the Leviim standing in the middle to

proclaim these warnings to all of Yisrael.

The Leviimare to call out a series of specific prohibitions, warning against hidden sins like making graven images,
disrespecting parents, moving boundaries, misleading the blind, and various forbidden relationships. Each warning is met with
a resounding "Amen" from the entire nation, culminating in a general acceptance of the entire Torah. Following these
warnings, the Torah transitions into the beautiful and comforting promises of the berachos that will come upon Klal Yisrael if
they listen to the voice of Hashem.

All introductions, summaries, and contextual notes are the editor’s commentary and are not part of the original text.
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saying that on the day the people —  Moshe And commanded
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Shimon  the Yarden —  whenyoucross Gerizin Mount on  the people — tobless shallstand These
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and Binyamin and Yosef and Yissachar and Yehudah and Levi
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tothe topof ascended tribes Six 32 page Sotah inthe tractate of asitis the people —  Tobless
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inthe middle ~ below  andthe Ark andthe Levites and the priests ~ Ebal ~ Mount tothetopof andsix Gerizim  Mount
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not who  theman Blessedis with the blessing and theyopened — Gerizim  Mount towards their faces the Levites turned
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their faces and turned Theyreturned Amen answered andthose andthese  etc. and a moltenimage agravenimage will make

bop My MWK wOND MW" DMK bbp3  mnm PPy M vEbD

agravenimage willmake who theman Cursedis andsaying withthecurse andtheyopened Ebal Mount towards




"ROp7 K% WX MW" 7Y @by 1oy MM

willuphold not  who Cursedis until allofthem andso  etc.

Pasuk 3
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Dan and Zevulun and Asher Gad Reuven Eival  on Mount the curse for shall stand and these
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and Naftali

Pasuk 4
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loud witha voice Yisrael man of every to and say  the Levites And shall call out

Pasuk 5
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the handiwork of Hashem an abomination of ora molten image a carved image  makes who the man  Cursed
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Amen andsay  the people all andshallrespond insecret andsets a craftsman the hands of

Pasuk 6
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Amen  the people all and shallsay orhis mother his father is he who degrades Cursed
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twenty-five Devarim  your brother andisdegraded anexpressionof treatinglightly hisfather one whodegrades

Pasuk 7
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Amen the people all and shall say his neighbor the boundary of is one who moves Cursed
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backwards andisturned anexpressionof  theland — andsteals backwards  hereturnsit aboundary one whomoves back
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fifty-nine  Yeshayahu




Pasuk 8
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Amen the people all andshallsay on the road a blind person is one who misleads ~Cursed
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bad  advice andadviseshim inamatter onewhoisblind ablind person one whomisleads

Pasuk 9
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Amen the people all andshallsay anda widow an orphan astranger the judgmentof who subverts Cursed

Pasuk 10
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his father's garment the edge of he hasuncovered because hisfather the wife of with isone wholies Cursed
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Amen the people all and shall say

Pasuk 11
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Amen the people all andshallsay animal any with ishe wholies Cursed

Pasuk 12
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all  andshallsay his mother the daughterof or hisfather the daughterof hissister ~with isone wholies Cursed
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Amen  the people

Pasuk 13
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Amen  the people all andshallsay his mother-in-law with is one wholies Cursed
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Pasuk 14
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Amen  the people all
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Ilsay insecret hisfellow isone who strikes Cursed
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Moshe Rabbi of  inthe work Isaw speaks it . slander concerning  secretly  his fellow He whosmites
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Shimon  and corresponding to tribes eleven correspondingto here thereare curses eleven the Preacher
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the restof whenheblessed hisdeath before toblesshim inhisheart wasit thatnot because cursed  write he did not
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tocurse him  want hedid not therefore the tribes

Pasuk 15
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Amen the people all andshallsay innocent ofblood alife tostrike down abribe isone who takes Cursed

Pasuk 16
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all  and shall say them to perform this this Torah  the wordsof —  uphold doesnot  who Cursed
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Amen  the people
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witha curse upon themselves and theyacceptedit entirely the Torah allof — heincduded here uphold doesnot  who
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and with an oath

Pasuk 17
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allof — to perform  toobserve  your God  Hashem to the voice of you will hearken  surely if  And it shall be
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all  above supreme your God Hashem and He willsetyou today command you 1 which  His mitzvos
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the earth  the nations of

Pasuk 18
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Hashem to the voice of you willlisten if and overtake you these the blessings  all of upon you and they shall come
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your God

Pasuk 19
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in the field shallyou be and blessed in the city shall yoube Blessed

Pasuk 20
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your herds  the offspring of  your cattle and the fruit of your ground and the fruit of your womb the fruit of Blessed
:TIRY MY
your sheep and the flocks of

)

YRR NWYR  mRDAOY 7R3 NITPY RPN Taw

fromits womb  castsout  which the animal yourherd theyoungof yourcattle The offspring of
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because they enrich Ashtaros theirname iscalled ~ why said  and our Rabbis asits Targum yoursheep And the flocks of
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strong rocks whichare  these like Ashtaros them  andstrengthen theirowners —
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and your kneading  shall be your basket  Blessed

bowl
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inbaskets  filter  thatyou liquid athing yourbasket another explanation  your fruits  your basket Blessed
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flowing andisnot inthevessel thatremains dry athing andyourleftovers

Pasuk 22
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in your going  shall you be and blessed in your coming shall yoube Blessed
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the world  from your departure thatshouldbe whenyougoout shallyoube andblessed whenyoucomein shallyoube Blessed
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107a BavaMetzia intothe world like yourentry — sin  without

CHAPTER SUMMARY

The aliyah begins with Moshe Rabbeinu's command to divide the shevatimon Har Gerizimand Har Eival, where the Leviim
will loudly proclaim twelve specific curses, covering severe sins committed in secret—such as idolatry, striking a fellow Yid,
taking bribes, and various arayos—with the entire tzibbur answering "Amen" to each one. After concluding these warnings,
the Torah transitions into the glorious berachos that Hashem promises to bestow upon Klal Yisrael when they obey His
mitzvos, assuring them that they will be elevated above all nations and blessed in the city, in the field, in their children, in their

sustenance, and in all their comings and goings.

TWYN? WHAT TO TAKE HOME

The Torah is telling us something very deep here about how we live our lives when nobody is watching. If you look at the list
of curses on Mount Ebal, there is a clear running thread: almost all of themare things done in secret. Making an idol and
putting it "in secret,”" moving a boundary marker when the neighbor isn't looking, misdirecting a blind person who cannot see
who did it, or striking down a fellow Jew "in secret.” Lichoira, why does the Torah focus the entire national covenant on

these hidden acts?

The chiddush here is that our real avodah, our true standing before Hashem, is defined by what we do when we are
completely alone. It is easy to look like a tzaddik in public, in the bais medrash, or on the street where everyone is watching.
But the Torah wants us to know that the real bracha in our lives, the "blessed shall you be in your comings and goings”,
depends on our integrity in the dark. When we choose to do the right thing b'davka because we know Hashemis there, even

if no human being will ever find out, we build a vessel for the ultimate bracha.

Today, when you have a moment where you can easily cuta corner, speak a word of lashon hara, orignore someone in need
because "nobody will ever know," stop and realize that this is your Mount Ebal and Mount Gerizim moment. Choose to act

with absolute honesty and refinement in that private space, knowing that Hashemis right there with you.
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