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Ll CHAPTER PREVIEW

In this aliyah, the Torah presents us with the powerful transition from the sweet brachos of obedience to the terrifying reality
of the Tochachah (the Rebuke). We begin with the beautiful promises of what happens when Klal Yisrael listens to the voice
of Hashem. The Torah promises that Hashem will crush our enemies, send shefa and berachah into our storehouses, and
establish us as a holy nation elevated above all the peoples of the world. We are promised rain in its proper time and that we

will be the head and not the tail, lending to others while never needing to borrow.

But then, the Torah turns to the chilling warnings of what happens, chas v'shalom, if we turn away from the mitzvos. This
section begins the heavy, painful list of curses that will overtake the nation if we fail to heed Hashem's word. The Torah warns
of failure in the city and the field, disease, drought, defeat before our enemies, and the devastating loss of our children and

our livelihood to foreign oppressors.

All introductions, summaries, and contextual notes are the editor’s commentary and are not part of the original text.
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one by way before you defeated againstyou whorise up yourenemies —  Hashem Will deliver
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before you  they will flee ways and by seven against you they will go out
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direction toevery theyscatter toflee  those whopanic isthe wayof so beforeyou theyshallflee ways and in seven
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your hand the sending of andinall in your storehouses the blessing —  withyou Hashem Will command
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toyou isgiving your God Hashem  that intheland and He will bless you
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— youwillkeep if toyou He swore as holy asa nation for Himself Hashem He will establish you
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in Hisways and you walk your God Hashem the commandments of

Pasuk 4

WY TRy N MDY R YWD R P2 W)

and they shall fear uponyou iscalled Hashem the name of that the earth the peoplesof all And they shall see
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from you
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and in the fruit of yourcattle and in the fruit of your womb in the fruitof forgood Hashem And He will make you

abundant
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toyou togive toyourfathers Hashem  swore which the land  upon your ground
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initsseason yourland the rain of togive the heavens —  the good Hisstorehouse ~—  foryou Hashem Will open
:MPN N2 mANY 2227 ¥ DMPM A7) AwyR 9 NN 97129
borrow  will not  but you many  nations and you willlend yourhand the work of all — and tobless
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will you be and not above only andyouwillbe foratail andnot forahead Hashem And Hashem will make
you
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today  command you I which  your God Hashem the commandmentsof to youwilllisten if below
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and to perform  to keep
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or left right today you command I that the words  fromall deviate and donot
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to serve them other gods after to go
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allof — to perform  to observe  your God Hashem to the voice of you will hearken  not if  And it shall be
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allof uponyou and there shallcome today command you I which  and His statutes His commandments
ST APRT NiPoRT
and overtake you these the curses
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in the field shallyou be and cursed in the city shallyoube Cursed
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and your kneading shall be your basket  Cursed
bowl
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and the flocks of your cattle the offspring of your ground and the fruit of your womb shall be the fruit of Cursed
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in your going  shall you be and cursed in your coming shall yoube Cursed
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the undertaking of  in all the rebuke = and — the confusion = — the curse — againstyou Hashem Will send
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the evil of because of quickly your perishing and until your destruction until youwilldo which yourhand
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you have forsaken Me  that your deeds
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13 Vayikra fretting leprosy  like  paudity The curse
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panic asound of a terrifyingsound The confusion
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that the land  fromupon  you  Hisdestroying until the pestilence — toyou Hashem will make cling
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to possess it there  are coming you
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and with scorching and with inflammation and with fever with consumption Hashem Hashem will strike you

heat
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your perishing until  and they shall pursue  and with mildew and with blight and with drought
you
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and swollen is wornaway that his flesh With consumption
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sick people  of  theheat anditis 32 Devarim  in My nostrils"  burns  afire "For anexpressionof Andwith fever
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very hot whichis inold French maldufeu
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theyare illnesses andtypesof thanfever more hot  And with inflammation
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and in foreign tongue for water continually and he thirsts the body inside thatheatshim anillness And with fever
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from fire the bellows isburned chapter30  Iyov heat  from isburned and mybone anexpressionof astrandement
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troops  uponyou Hewill bring and with the sword
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which is in the fields grain aplague of and with mildew and with blasting
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in foreign tongue asleide east isawind of  Shidafon
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Y73

in foreign tongue
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that you will end yourself the perishingof until meaning  youperish” "until the Targumrenders your perishing Until
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on your own
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iron under you that  and the earth  copper  yourhead above  that  yourheavens and they shall be
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said them himself from the mouthof Moshe these curses copper  yourhead isover which yourheaven Andshallbe
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Vayikra itissaid andso asimplied by them saidthem  the Holy One Blessed Be  from the mouthof Sinai and those on Mount
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tothe voice of  says he andhere contrary withMe youwalk andif toMe youwillhearken not Andif 26
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in his curses Moshe was milder Hashem will smite you toyou Hashem will make cdeave your God  Hashem

NR" MR NI NINWNNRY JPpn it mRRR2 1D o o 1o renb

— says He forinthefirstones hewasmilder this inthecurse so andalso singular inthelanguageof tosaythem
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iron thatnot justas  sweating theheavens willbe thatnot as copper yourearth and —  asiron  yourheaven
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sweats  that copper justas sweating willbe andtheearth intheworld drought therewillbe this andbecauseof sweats
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that will be iron andyourearth  copper yourheaven  says he andhere itsfruits rots and it
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ruin of  drought will therebe not place  fromany rain  theywill pour thoughnot even sweating  heavens
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sweating ~ willbe  not andtheearth inthe world

will rot the fruits andnot sweats iron thatnot  justas
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willit produce  not asiron  thatitis whether ascopper thatitis whether itis a curse place  and fromany
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26 Vayikra Sifra rain ~ willpour not theheavens andso  fruits
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yourland the rain of —  Hashem Will make
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your destruction

until upon you itshall descend the heavens from andsand  dust
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and thereisnot itsneed allof butnot descends rain therain  thatisafter awind anddust powder yourland The rainof
2y DX TEOMY PANT NN APYRI N3 AMT 79YT AR pUaNd? 073 12
theherbof — andcovers thepowder —  andraises comes andthewind thedust —— tolay enough init
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Taanis and they rot and dries mud andbecomes tothem anditsticks thewater from arewet whichthey the crops
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and by seven against them you will goout  one by way yourenemies before smitten Hashem Will deliver you
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the earth  the kingdoms of  toall  fora shock and you willbe before them you will flee ways
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"Woe and theywillsay fromyou yourblows whohearof all thattheywill tremble and fortrembling fordread Fora terror
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these" upon thatitcame inthe manner wuponus thereshould come thatnot tous
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and there is none the earth and to beasts of the heavens birds of toall for food your carcass And shall be
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to frighten
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and with boil-scars and with hemorrhoids and with hemorrhoids Mitzrayim  with the inflammation  Hashem will strike you
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to be healed you will be able  not that  and withitch
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4la  daf  inBechorot asitis from without anddry from within wet very  itwas bad Mitzrayim With the boil of
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like a potsherd  dry  isaboil ~Cheres
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heart  and with dismay of and with blindness with madness Hashem Will strike you
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in foreign tongue etourdison the heart  cloggingof of heart And with confusion
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you will succeed in and not in the darkness the blind man  gropes justas at noon groping  and you will be
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who saves  and there isnone  the days all  and robbed oppressed only andyouwillbe yourways ——




!

YWY M PYYn ’?;: Y

dispute  there willbe youractions againstallof wronged
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will you dwell butnot you will build A house will lie with her will ravishher another and a man you will betroth A wife
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will you redeemit butnot you will plant A vineyard in it
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and an emendation of yishkavenah for praise substitutedit and the Scripture aconcubine shegal isanexpressionof yishgalenah
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from before you shall be seized yourdonkey fromit shall youeat and not before youreyes shall be slaughtered  Your ox
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to save foryou and there isnone to your enemies shall be given yourflock toyou shallitreturn and not
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all for them and pine  willsee and youreyes another toa nation willbe given and yourdaughters Your sons
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your hand  to the power of and there is not the day

"
nomin 9o ;oo Ny 1Y QPR niExn .ambR mba
hope any returning buttheyare not thattheyshouldreturn  forthem looking expectantly — forthem  andlonging
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eyes afailingof iscalled come thatdoesnot




Pasuk 27

PIWY PN YT NP WK DY PONY PR DI AnnIN MR

oppressed only and you shallbe youknew not that  anation shalleat yourlabor andall yourground The fruit of
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the days all  and crushed
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youwillsee  that  youreyes from the sight of driven mad and you will be
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you will be able not  which  the thighs and upon  the knees  upon severe witha boil Hashem will strike you

SR ARt L R UL

the crown of your head and until your foot from the sole of to be healed
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not that  anation to overyou youwill establish whom yourking and — you  Hashem willlead
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and stone wood others gods there and you will serve and your fathers  you  you knew
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Hashem will drive you ~ whom  the peoples amongall and fora byword fora proverb fora consternation and you shall be
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overyou will be astonished  you whosees  everyone estourdissement thatis wonderment like foranastonishment
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so-and-so tothe blow of issimilar this theywillsay aman wupon evil ablow whentherecomes Fora proverb
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and likewise aboutyou they will speak 6 Devarim andyoushall teach them isan expression of And for a byword
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and he related relating anexpressionof and for talking  its Targum translation is
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the locust  shall consume it for you shall gatherin butlittle to the field you shall take out much Seed
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everything —  becauseitconsumes  chasil  itiscalled this accountof andon will consumeit  will crop it
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shall devourit for youshallgather and not youshalldrink not and wine and youshalltill you shall plant Vineyards

:nYonn

the worm
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your olives shall drop off for  anoint youshallnot butoil your territory inallof toyou there shallbe olive trees
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19 Devarim  theiron andslipsoff anexpressionof itsfruits  itshalldrop shall cast off
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into captivity they willgo for yours they willbe butnot you will beget and daughters ~ Sons
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the cricket  shall take over  yourland  and the fruit of your trees All of
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the fruit  of poor thelocust willmakeit  thelocust  will impoverish
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it will make poor it will impoverish
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so  forif inheritance asanexpressionof yeyareish toexplain . anditisimpossible  locust  isaspeciesof  Tzltzal
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itshouldhave so  forif andexpelling drivingout asanexpressionof andnot yirash written . itshould have
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and lower lower shall sink while you and higher  higher  above you shallrise inyourmidst whois The stranger

Pasuk 38

2217 ™ORN DR WRA? T NI aPn N OoanNY MR N

foratail willbe andyou forahead willbe he  lend tohim willnot andyou willlendtoyou  he
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until and they shall overtake  and they shall pursue these the curses  allof upon you and they shall come
you you

His commandments  to keep your God Hashem to the voice of youlistened not because your destruction
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He commanded you which and His statutes
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eternity  until and upon your and fora wonder forasign uponyou And they shall be
offspring
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heart and with goodnessof  with joy your God Hashem — youserved not that  Because
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everything froman abundance of
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goodness all  toyou therewas while all  From the abundance of
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and in thirst in hunger againstyou Hashem He willsend him  whom yourenemies —  and you shall serve
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His destroying until your neck upon iron ayoke of and He will place everything and inlack of and in nakedness
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you
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anation the eagle  swoops as the earth fromthe end of fromafar anation againstyou Hashem Will bring
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its language you will understand not  whose
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it tointerpret adream youunderstand andso itstongue youwill recognize not itstongue youshallunderstand not
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entendre 42 there  Yosef understood that andso 41 Bereishis
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pity  willnot andayouth toanelder favor show willnot which offace brazen a nation
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itwillleave not  which yourdestruction untl yourland and the fruitof youranimal the fruitof And itshall eat




0K TTPINT TP TINS MNTY TEYR WY 108 wAeR T 7

you its destroying until yoursheep and the herdsof your cattle the offspring of  and ol wine grain  to you
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and the fortified the high your walls  the coming down of until yourgates inall you And itshall besiege
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yourland inall  yourgates inall you anditshallbesiege yourland inall inthem trust you which
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1

W23 "I ﬁw’? Scnnrn nT9 Ty

and conquest subjugation anexpressionof your wrath the subjugation of Until
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Hashem toyou hasgiven whom and your daughters yoursons the fleshof your womb the fruit of And you shall eat
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youreneny you shall distress with which and in the distress in the siege  your God
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and there will be  the city - besieging thattheywillbe because in the siege your sons  the flesh of And you shall eat
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famine  the pressure of  distress  there
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against his brother hiseye will be mean extremely and the fastidious amongyou whoistender The man
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he leaves over whom  his children and against the his bosom and against the wife of
remnant of
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and from delicateness pampering an expression of the delicate  heis thetender he  andthedelicate amongyou The tender
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is disgusted and his mind pampered thatheis eventhough areone thatbothof them regardingthem  proves and from tenderness
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hiseye willbeevil that until andhisdaughters hissons the fleshof for hishunger tohim it willbe sweet loathsome bya thing
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he willeat  whom  their brothers his children from the fleshof of them  toone  fromgiving whoremain against his children
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hunger  from the abundance of of heart andtender the merciful amongyou the tender another explanation
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whoremain  totheir children whowere slaughtered their children from the flesh of will they give andnot they will become cruel
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tohim  leaving  because of not he willeat whom  his children fromthe fleshof of them toone  from giving
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your gates inall yourenenmy you willdistress withwhich and in the distress in the siege anything
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upon toset herfoot the sole of hasventured not who  and the dainty woman among you The tender woman
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and against her son her bosom against the husband of hereye shall be evil and fromtenderness fromdaintiness the ground
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and against her
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the adultones  and towards her daughter and towards herson herbosom towards the husband of hereye shall be evil
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for she willbear whom and withher children  herlegs  frombetween thatemerges and withher afterbirth
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youreneny you willdistress which and in distress  in siege insecret everything inlackof she will eat them
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in your gates
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the one —  whensheeats  evil hereye willbe towardsallof them the small ones her children And towards her

afterbirth
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the flesh  from are withher tothose who from giving
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in the book that are written this the Torah  the words of  all — todo you will observe  not If
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your God  Hashem — this and the awesome the honored the Name — to fear this
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great plagues  your offspring  the plagues of and — your plagues —  Hashem And Hashem will make
extraordinary
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plagues  from the restof and distinguished exceptional yourplagues — Hashem And will make exceptional
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their mission  tofulfill tochastise you and trustworthy
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because of them you dreaded  which  Mitzrayim  the sicknesses of ~ all — upon you and He will bring back
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upon thatcame unusual plagues  seeing Yisrael ~ whenwere the plagues because of before them youfeared Which
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"If  itiswritten forso Youmayknow uponthem also theywouldcome thatnot ofthem  afraid  theywere Mitzrayim
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15 Shemos uponyou" willIplace not inMitzrayim Iplaced which thedisease all  etc. youwill hearken hearken
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of it fears  thathe withathing except aperson — frighten ~ They donot
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will bring them this the Torah in the book of ~ written isnot which plague andevery illness every Also
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ascent  the language of is an expression of
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for multitude the heavens like the stars of  you were that  instead of fewness with people of and you shall remain
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many instead of few etc. insteadof few  with people of And youshall remain
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SO you and to multiply ~ to you to do good overyou Hashem rejoiced  justas  and it shall be
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fromupon and you shall be torn you and to annihilate you to destroy overyou Hashem will rejoice
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to possess it there  are coming  you that the land

g3

: ") TUOINRTP OOORY DN NN M wews 13

etc. todestroy overyou yourenemies —  Hashem will make rejoice so
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Hashem will uproot the haughty the house of fifteen Mishlei andso uprooting isanexpressionof and you shall be uprooted
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the earth the end of and until the earth fromthe end of the peoples amongall Hashem And Hashem will
scatter you
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and stone wood and yourancestors you  youknew not  whom others gods there and you will serve
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but rather literally deity service of  not according toits Targum others gods there And you will serve

2"y dh  nivhaby om oobyn

idol worship  tothe priests of and poll-taxes tribute paying
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your foot for the sole of a resting place there willbe and not you will find rest not  those ~And among the nations
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soul and a despairof ~ eyes and a pining of anxious a heart there toyou Hashem and will give
"
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28 Yeshayahu the rest andthisis like youshallrest not youshallfindrest not
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trembled frombeneath thegrave fourteen Yeshayahu like fearing  likeits Targum fearful aheart trembling A heart
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in your life
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thatis coming bythesword today Iwilldie perhaps hanging iscalled doubt any thedoubt on toyou hanging yourlife
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103b Menachot see  thebaker on onewhorelies thisis of yourlife youwill have assurance And not
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morning will give who you willsay and in the evening evening will give who you willsay In the morning
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yesterday  of  theevening anditwouldbe evening willgive who youwillsay Inthe morning
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continue you shall not toyou I said which by the way in ships to Mitzrayim Hashem  And He will return
you
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but there isno and as maidservants as slaves to your enemies  there and you will offer to see it again

yourselves for sale
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forslaves  tothem  sold tobe willseek  you toyourenemies there  And youwill offer

yourselves for sale
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and destruction killing uponyou theywill decree because buyer and there is no
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toexplain isitcorrect andnot yourselves et pourvendrezvous  in foreign tongue and you will offer

yourselves for sale
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yourselves for sale
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the children of — to seal Moshe — Hashem commanded which the covenant the words of These are
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and with an oath
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atSinai  which were said the Kohanim thatare in the Torah of the curses the covenant  Besides

CHAPTER SUMMARY

The aliyah details the dual paths of blessing and curse for Klal Yisrael. It starts with the glorious brachos of victory, financial
abundance, and spiritual prestige that come fromkeeping the mitzvos. It then shifts to the devastating curses of the
Tochachah, describing how disobedience leads to agricultural failure, physical illness, madness, and constant oppression by
foreign nations. The Torah warns that because we did not serve Hashem with joy and gladness when we had everything, we
will be forced to serve our enemies in hunger, thirst, and nakedness under a heavy yoke of iron, culminating in a ruthless

nation swooping down fromafar to destroy ourland and leave us with nothing.




TWYN? WHAT TO TAKE HOME

The Torah is telling us a frightening list of klalos in this parsha, but right in the middle of all the darkness, the Torah stops and
reveals the root cause of it all: "Tachas asher lo avadta es Hashem Elokecha b'simcha u'v'tuv levav m'rov kol”, because you
did not serve Hashem with joy and gladness of heart when you had everything. Lichoira, this is a massive chiddush. The
Gemara is bothered by what brings such churban, and we would have thought it is only the most chamur aveiros. But the
Torah is mechadesh here that a lack of simcha in our avodas Hashemis not just a minor detail; it is the very opening that

allows the yetzer hara and the middas hadin to take over.

When we do mitzvos out of cold habit, as a heavy burden that we just want to get over with, we are missing the entire point
of why Hashem gave us the Torah. If a person has a beautiful, rich life, with a warm home and food on the table, yet his
davening is cold and his learning is done with a sigh, he is showing that the Torah is not his greatest delight. Mimeila, that
coldness cools down his whole connection to Hashem. The teretz to avoiding the spiritual decline described in the klalos is to

bring life, warmth, and real b'simcha energy into our daily Yiddishkeit.

Today, when you stand up to daven Mincha or sit down to learn your daily shiur, do not just run through it to check it off
your list. Take ten seconds before you begin to think about the zechus of being a Yid, smile, and do that mitzvah with real,

conscious joy.
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