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CKI TEITZEI - 1ST ALIYAH )

L.l CHAPTER PREVIEW

In this aliyah, the Torah addresses several difficult family and household situations that can arise, starting with the halachos of
a yefas toar—a beautiful captive woman taken during wartime. The Torah understands the yetzer hara of a soldier in battle
and permits her to him only under very specific, restrictive conditions, including bringing her into his home where she must
shave her head, let her nails grow, and mourn her parents for a full month. If he still wishes to marry her after this, he may, but
if he decides he does not want her, he must let her go free and is strictly forbidden fromselling her or treating heras a

maidservant.

The parsha then moves on to discuss the laws of inheritance when a man has two wives, one whomhe loves and one whom
he dislikes. If the firstborn son is born to the unloved wife, the Torah warns the father that he cannot show favoritism by
giving the birthright portion to the son of the beloved wife. He must give the true firstborn his rightful double portion of the
inheritance, as the birthright belongs to him by law. Finally, the aliyah introduces the tragic case of a ben sorer u'moreh, a
wayward and rebellious son who steals and consumes meat and wine, refusing to listen to his parents even after they discipline
him.

All introductions, summaries, and contextual notes are the editor’s commentary and are not part of the original text.
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CHAPTER SUMMARY
This aliyah outlines three distinct sets of halachos: first, the detailed process of the yefas toar, where a soldier must bring a
captive woman into his home for a month of mourning and physical neglect before he can marry her, and the prohibition

against selling her if he later rejects her; second, the absolute prohibition against a father transferring the double-portion




birthright from the older son of an unloved wife to a younger son of a beloved wife; and third, the severe case of the ben
sorer u'moreh, whose parents must bring him before the elders of the city to be stoned by the townspeople, thereby removing

this evil from Klal Yisrael so that everyone will hear and fear.
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The Torah is teaching us a tremendous yesod in how the human nefesh works, and Rashi brings it down to the practical
reality. Why does the parsha of the yefas toar lead directly into the parsha of the hated wife, which then leads straight into the
tragedy of the ben sorer u'moreh? Rashi tells us clearly: if a person marries this captive woman out of pure ta'avah, the Torah

warns that in the end he will come to hate her, and eventually she will give birth to a rebellious, wayward son.

Lichoira, we see a frightening chiddush here. A person thinks he can make a small compromise in his ruchniyus, just this once,
because the pressure of the moment is too strong. He tells himself, "It is permitted by the Torah, itis a special concession for
the war!” But the Torah is revealing that you cannot escape the natural spiritual consequences of your choices. What starts as
a small yielding to the yetzer hara does not stay quiet. It grows, it festers, and mimeila it ends up affecting your entire home,

your shalombayis, and even the neshamos of your children.

We must realize that every spiritual shortcut we take has a price tag. When we let down our guards in our avodah, thinking
we can manage the fallout, we are fooling ourselves. The only way to build a true, holy bayis ne'eman b'Yisrael is by making

decisions based on ratzon Hashem, not on the fleeting desires of the moment.

Today, when you feel tempted to make a small compromise in your ruchniyus or your middos, stop and look at the end of the
road. Remind yourself that a holy life is built step by step, and choose the path that brings Hashem's shechinah into your

home.
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