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L.l CHAPTER PREVIEW

In this aliyah, the Torah continues to lay down various mitzvos that govern our daily lives, focusing on the sensitivity we must
show to our fellow Yidden. We begin with the special halacha of a newly married man, who is exempt from going out to the
amy for his first year of marriage so that he can bring simcha to his new wife. The Torah then transitions to several
prohibitions that protect a person's livelihood and personal safety, including the prohibition against taking essential food-
preparation utensils as a pledge, and the severe capital offense of kidnapping a fellow Yid.

All introductions, summaries, and contextual notes are the editor's commentary and are not part of the original text.
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CHAPTER SUMMARY




This aliyah covers a wide range of practical mitzvos and halachos. First, a newlywed husband is exempt from military service
for one year to gladden his wife. Next, the Torah prohibits taking a hand mill or upper millstone as a pawn, as this deprives a
person of their livelihood. We then learn the severe prohibition against kidnapping and selling a fellow Israelite. The Torah
also warns us to be extremely careful regarding the laws of tzaraas, instructing us to follow the Kohanimand to remember
what Hashem did to Miriam. Finally, the aliyah details the sensitive halachos of collecting a loan pledge, forbidding the
lender fromentering the debtor's home to seize it, and commanding the lender to return a needy person's pledge before

sunset so they can sleep in comfort.

MWYNR? WHAT TO TAKE HOME

The Torah is teaching us a tremendous yesod in how we must treat another Yid, especially when we hold power over them.
The Torah is talking about a lender who is owed money. Lichoira, the money is his, the borrower is in debt to him, and the
lender has every right to get his security. Yet, the Torah says, "Bachutz ta'amod”, you must stand outside. You are not allowed
to just barge into his house, his private domain, and take his pledge. Even when someone owes you, you must respect his

dignity and his space.

This is a major chiddush in middos and avodas Hashem. It s so easy to feel that because someone is in our debt, or because
we are in a position of authority over them, whetheritis a child, an employee, ora spouse, that we own themand can walk
right into their personal boundaries. The Torah is telling us: absolutely not. Even when you are 100 percent in the right, you

must stand outside. You must leave them their self-respect.

Think about how this applies in our daily lives. When we need to ask for something, or when we are demanding what is
rightfully ours, we must not do it in a way that tramples on the other person's feelings or invades their dignity. We have to

learn to "stand outside” and wait, giving them the space to respond with honor.

Today, when you have to ask someone for something they owe you, or when you need to correct someone over whomyou
have authority, pause before you speak. Do not barge into their emotional space. Take a step back, "stand outside,” and make

sure you are preserving their dignity.
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