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CKI TEITZEI - 7TH ALIYAH )

Ll CHAPTER PREVIEW

In this aliyah, Hashem gives us a beautiful and wide-ranging series of mitzvos that touch upon how we treat our fellow Yid,
especially the vulnerable, as well as the integrity of our business dealings and the foundational laws of yibum. We begin with
the strict prohibition against withholding a worker's wages, reminding us to be sensitive to the poor and needy who rely on
their daily pay. The Torah then transitions to laws of justice, warning against perverting the judgment of converts and
orphans, and details the agricultural gifts of shich'chah (forgotten sheaves) and the leftovers of olives and grapes that must be
left for the poor. We also learn the halachos of malkus (lashes) for those who violate certain prohibitions, and the famous issur

of muzzling an ox while it is threshing.

Moving further, the Torah introduces the sensitive and holy process of yibum (levirate marriage) and chalitzah, which
preserves the name of a brother who passed away without children. This is followed by the severe waming against using
dishonest weights and measures in our business dealings, a sin that Hashem calls an abomination. Finally, the aliyah concludes
with the crucial, eternal mitzvah to remember what the wicked nation of Amalek did to us on our way out of Mitzrayim, and
the command to blot out their memory once Hashem grants us rest from our enemies.

All introductions, summaries, and contextual notes are the editor’s commentary and are not part of the original text.

TR TR N TINR 1INy Ciy R pYiyn N©

whois fromyourstranger or fromyour brothers and destitute poor a hired worker  oppress  You shall not

PPTA %N

within your gates in your land

"

a2 PaRn By Tay® KPR 732 "9 KPM sw pwyn NP

with two the needyone regarding totransgress rather  written already butisitnot ahiredservant oppress Donot

N2 PUYR By ANy Cay NIY "Rl db pwiyn KB 1ND

already the wealthyone andregarding andneedy poor  whois ahiredservant the wagesof withhold donot prohibitions
:N"D m" "Iy NN Py XOU ™ NP amn

6la BavaMetzia yourfellow — oppress donot 19 Vayikra  he was warned

2!

37 ©2% aynn AN

thing forevery wholongs Anindigent




!

PIT Oy oM e

of righteousness a convert this from your stranger

)

921 POIND WA M M ywa

carrion whoeats  resident aconvert this withinyour gates

)

: R™P RY°8¥n N2 ﬂ’b:'l a3 7;'(27 ﬂ\:'l’? SN2 WN
111b Metzia Bava andutensils ananimal thehireof toinclude areinyourland  that

NI 199K NI C1Y 0D wWRwhn Ry Nan N9 o man iniea

he and toit  heis poor for the sun upon it shall godown and not hiswage you shall give On hisday
INDR T2 MM MM PN TPy NP NP) WD nR Nl

sin inyou and there willbe Hashem to againstyou he willcall lest his soul — lifts

)

Wao2 nby ;Y iwpl NN NP NI OMD 0WE DX AWERI NN ONWD NI OPONY

ontheramp hedimbed  todie hislife — — lifts he this thewage to  hissoul —— lifts he and toit
;2P m"3 790 1PON2 MmN
112 BavaMetzia  Sifrei onatree and hung
i)

;B0 RYTPE CT) by ¥IBY PAmeny Kpx By bIm .Nwm 3 mm
Sifrei  the one whocries meansof by topunish thattheyhasten  but place  fromany asin  inyou anditwill be

WOR NiaN Sy anmes NP Doa3y o012 By niak am NB
eachman fathers  for shall be puttodeath not andchildren children for  fathers shall be puttodeath Not
ik 1N'Dﬂ:

they shall be put to for his own sin
death

1

920 ,0°32 7iy2 MNP ONY D32 MITYR .33 By maN . KD

already children for thesinof youwillsay andif children by the testimonyof children by  fathers shallbe puttodeath Not

: "D 1997110 98D nn INDM2 WOR RN

27 Sanhedrin Sifrei  shall be put todeath for his ownsin everyman itissaid




!

DONm DOAuRM PN YD DR WOR AR Um PAX AR LR wON
die and the minors his father forthesinof dies aman whoisnot one  but  shallbe puttodeath forhissin A man

P00 DMWY °T°R DpiaK W3

Sifrei Heaven by the hands of their fathers for the sin of

MaRPN 732 Pamn N9y @ind 9y wewn mwn KO

a widow the garment of take in pawn and you shall not oran orphan a stranger the judgmentof subvert You shall not
!

Y BUN2T WM T WWYD Gyl @M W vDwn  mwn KD

16 Devarim he waswarned already therichman andregarding oranorphan astranger thejudgmentof pervert Youshall not

W oawa vhy Tay w3 MY usn oen KDY

negative commandments withtwo overit totransgress regardingthe poor anditrepeated judgment” pervert "Youshall not

MYy TmT 9% Yy Swn P )y vewn  niwdh v CB?

and repeated He warned therefore arichman thanthatof more apoorman thejudgmentof topervert thatitiseasy because

:9E0 hHY

Sifrei  concerning him

1

MINIPT Nywa KDY pann N9y

theloan  atthetimeof  not take topledge and not

ogn Y M ATEM DIEm3 D7 T3P R PN

fromthere your God Hashem and He redeemed you in Mitzrayim you were aslave that And you shall
remember
DA 9277 NN NiY? MEn AN 1D Py
this  the matter — todo command you 1 - therefore
Y

©°2 1i79n W APEX Cnipm MwR aneTR 12 namm By Mo

pocket  lossof  thereis evenif Mystatutes tokeep Iredeemedyou this conditionof on Andyoushall remember

373
in the matter

iANR? 3N N7 TIwI MY ANAYY ATPI AR TR 02

totake it  turn back donot in the field asheaf andyouforget inyourfield yourharvest youreap When




252 WIPR MM RN WY MM MMPRYY Dinr? P
inall  yourGod Hashem He will blessyou sothat itshallbe and for the widow for the orphan for the stranger
LT My

Yo «f C4E

your hands  the work of

» Y

MO AN MW DONRD 92 WY MY MmN INDR WOT3 KPY my  nnown

shichcha  isnot andheforgotit twoSeahs init thathas asheaf theysaid fromhere astack andnot asheaf andyouforgot

A" "' PND
Mishnah 6 chapter 6 Peah

Al
A%PPR ANSPR MOWYW  mmp nnovw niay e
from harvesting a partofit thathe forgot standingcorn forgetfulnessof toinclude in the field
A

PR PRy Y PINRPY  mR INDR annpR 2wn NP
isnot that whichis before him is forgottensheaf that which is behind him theysaid fromhere totakeit  goback youshall not
: K™ KY'¥m N33 "M OND awn 523 PRY oY

page1la  Metzia Bava chapter 6 mishnah4 Peah  youshall not goback under the prohibition of sinceitisnot forgotten sheaf

!

nwiy? "R anma KR TR NNW RUYNY .enRY  1ymb

for one whodoes all the moreso  intention ~ without intohishand thatitcame andeventhough Hewillblessyou sothat

M — AR orEn: vdy ANwmY M YRR mpR noym Wy 1onn3

behold withit andsupported himself apoorman andfoundit fromhishand aSela therefell fromnow say  withintention
: 990 PRy 7720 NN
Sifrei  onaccount of it  is blessed he

MIMPN?Y DINY? T3P TN wen NP Ant wann o3

and for the widow for the orphan for the stranger —afteryou remove the beauty donot yourolive tree  youbeat When

i

it shall be

g
APORD ND PRy INDR , KPP 1990 upk dnaxen bbn X% axen KD
forthe tree  peah  thatweleave from here 131b Chullin  from it its glory take  donot youshall glorify not

g

MY i NN

forgotten sheaves thisis behind you




mInPN?Y DinY? 3P WM PRiyn N° A3 Txan o3
and for the widow for the orphan for the stranger  after you glean donot yourvineyard you harvest When
i
it shall be

A

Do ?nivRiy N°m it ONY .mampn KD niPRiy 92 nNgn ox oPwn NP

any tender clusters is this and which takethem donot tenderdusters init youfound if shallyouglean not

Pya?  N°m 0 — DO TN AP WY w3 NPy AN NP m? PNY

belongs to the owner it behold ofthem one  toit ifthereis adripping nor ashoulder neither toit thathasnot
by Mp PIOR ?7A02 N0 M ON nYYM TmYNa CIPKT) ; NIDO N3

upon this brancheslying ashoulder is this which  Yerushalmi  inthe Talmud andIsaw Sifra  of the house
M7 MYTE2 o nItnRn PR — Al M 2

and descending  from the mainstem those hanging these are adripping this the back of

TER AN 1D LY DIWR YRR N0 TAY 0D PAN

command you 1 - therefore Mitzrayim in the land of you were aslave that And you shall
remember
M7 9277 NN NIy’
this  the matter — todo

Pasuk 10

DYt vEYRI YN WM DU PR3N mm o %
and they judge them the judgment to  and they approach men between a dispute there willbe When
PUIT DR WM PUTET DR IPUTIM
the wicked one  —  and they condemn the righteousone ~ —  and they justify

!

NYP DiPY PPN TRyR TN .LEwRD PN D°wa nitnb gpio .2 mme s

coming out beace  thereisno fromnow  sa the judgment to  approachin istobe  theirend aquarrel therewillbe If
g F y judg PP 8 q

MR MR NN ?ROTED m wARR vivh o) on m imn

the quarrel thisis saying be therighteousman from toseparate forLot caused who aquarrel from the midst of

Al
i Tamba epi® 172 p2tmnnn B> DI ywen R wowam
says  the teaching receive lashes injudgment whoare found guilty all  one might think the wicked —  and they shall condemn

MR SN momyDy AR @omyD ywan msn 12 R M —

receive lashes he does not  and sometimes he receives lashes sometimes the wicked beating worthyof  if  anditshall be

NPY R — w72 %W monn KB payn o TRh ?hpith N oom

thatisnot a prohibition inits threshing anox muzzde donot thecontext from learn whoreceiveslashes ishe andwho




™ Mon U0 by Ty PN

13 Makkot  Sifrei see  toa positive command attached

Pasuk 11

VID? MM wLIWD  ivtRm yYn nial 12 ox M
before him and strike him  the judge and shall cast him the wicked one flogging is deserving of  if  and it shall be

down

E0R2 YWY 073

by number  his wickedness according to

Al
RPN 209 KDY 7RIy KD INIR pRhRe PRY Tabn .vown WeEm
butrather sitting andnot standing not him lash that we donot  this teaches  the judge And he shall cast him
down

: 2" mom
22b  Makkot bentover

A

INIR 1OR9R 1MN INDR LDINY D PIIRYY  anyws L 1Y

him theylash theysaid from here two corresponding to and behind him  his wickedness corresponding to in front of him

: 2"D MI3R MDD PIEPR WRWY  PanNNTR niT onw

22 Makkot  Sifrei  fromin front of him andone-third frombehind him  parts two

!

X% D°y3I8  9om3  mib LAp1aT XOTW TR ,7Doma TP NY .Doma

and not forty by the numberof  tosay  connected thatitis thisteaches by the number voweled anditisnot byanumber

oM DUYIIN BM DUYRIN? DOPWRY Odi MY 1an RPN ,BOnPY DoyaaN
minus forty and they are toforty and completes sumsup  thatit acount butrather  complete forty

. Qw nnx

there  one

727 M2 PN DY DI AP e W XD up Dy
many ablow these upon tostrike him he will exceed lest he shall exceed not  he shall strike him Forty
SR i B i)

before your eyes your brother and be degraded
g2

: A" MND By it Ny nonb TR INDRm .MeEY KD

33 Kesubos sece hisfellow —  forone whostrikes isa prohibition fromhere exceed He shall not




!

SOIROINR ARPwRY LYW INTip oitn P .nN aiedrty

thy brother itcallshim butoncelashed wicked itcallshim theday all  thybrother And shouldseem vile

Pasuk 13

AT 9w oonn N©
during its threshing  an ox muzzle  You shall not
g

o2 BO% ovTh NIy mne 2N27 927 W Bonn NP

domesticated animals  forall isthelaw andit of what usually occurs the Scripture spoke — anox muzzle  Youshall not

P99 9mN3 MR 1D OX ;PON® M272 NUMW noNDnRI oowiyh nivy mn

ox isitsaid  why  so if food with a matterof  thatis work thatdo and fowl wild beasts
M'D  RY%M K33 D0 DTN NN XOYITY

chaptereight ~ Metzia Bava Sifrei man — toexclude

!

— "iY  obonp  RD" anid Tmbn ?vaman nome 299% RIASH]

anox shallyoumuzze not says  theteaching from the outside he may muzzle it one might think when he threshes

MR OKPY AT MR WT oM 77 MmiP 20T TmNa el mipn Pon

is completed thatnot athing ischaracterized threshing justas toyou tosay threshing isitsaid andwhy  place from any

123 39inD Ng? 92 NEiD DD AN pNm o iR AnDNDR

and one whocheeses one whomilks exdudedis toit  similar every so theearth isfrom anditsgrowth its work

TTRNY MeRRm wRD NE PO M SN PN pamem

since is completed and one whoshapes one whokneads excdudedis theearth isfrom growth whosenot and one whochurns

Tpyny 1NRYE  ATMEY  NiGIM; D03 PTiE0 RE nPnb inoNYn

for tithing theirwork  since is completed and withdried figs ~ with dates  one whoseparates excudedis for Challah its work

v'"a n"a 8D

chapternine Bava Metzia  Sifrei

.'mZ?N mnn N? % 1°N 121 Q7R TOXR DM AT DOAN 1§W’ )
the wife of shallbe  not tohim thereisnot andason ofthem one anddies together brothers  dwell ~When
TNy 0 mope by N2 mam ) Wb nynm nwn
fora wife to himself and take her upon her shall come her brother-in-law strange toa man outside  the deceased

My

and perform levirate

marriage
” 9

PAN NWRY 19,092 NON 2w omh  Apmw aThe oonN awe oD

his brother the wife of excluding intheworld one adwelling tothem thatthere was together brothers dwell ~When




: 1™ MDY MDD Iniya MmN KYY

17 Yevamos Sifrei  inhisworld was whonot

A

;oW oNm T IRy w9 abmin ooTpmn AT
there the mother from his brother excluding in the inheritance those whoare associated Together
!

122 N2 W 121 12 N M2 N o2 PRy Ty o PN

theson adaughterof or theson asonof or adaughter or ason concerninghim investigate tohim thereisnot Andason

:2"> mma® By  nan n2 N\ nam 72 9N

22b  Yevamos see thedaughter adaughterof or thedaughter asonof or

N?1 nmpmo AN oW Py Dwp?  T?R WX 121 MM
sothatnot the dead his brother the name of upon shall succeed she bears whom  the firstborn and it shall be
oNn dnw nm
from Yisrael his name shall be blotted out
)
: "3 MR 790 ANIR B X1 DomRT BiT3 msan M
24 Yevamos Sifrei ~ withher performslevirate marriage  he  the brothers theeldest of the firstborn And it shall be
)

NP APRY niRRD vp TR WwN

capable of bearing  whoisnot asterile woman excluding she will bear whom

)
nnn no>m S0 inYN NN D2 MmO Qv By oo
the deceased the inheritance of shalltake hiswife =~ —  whoperformsyibbum this hisbrother thenameof in  he shall succeed

M3 o013

his father in the property of

!

:7"D MM M iRwY 0UM0 nwNY vlR amw nmme KDY

24 Yevamos iswipedout whose name acastrate the wife of excluding hisname shall be wiped out and not

PN TYD AR ANy AR N AMRY wRND YEM ND ow

to to the gate  his sister-in-law  then shall goup his sister-in-law ~ — to take the man  desires not Andif

XKD DNIRI3 DY VRN DRT? R PNR mEN) DR

he wished not in Yisrael aname for his brother toestablish my brother-in-law refuses and she shall say  the elders




902
to marry me

1

NPT NP2 yIn®  — imwann Jmywn

judgment the house of  tothe gate of asits translation  tothe gate

N2 OmRY TRy VYRR a7y Y a4 R

Idonot andsay andheshallstand tohim and they shall speak hiscity the eldersof tohim And they shall call

:AANR? *n3En
to take her desire
g2

: 9720 A7ORY2 LR
Sifrei  instanding And he shall stand

1

70727 N7 AN LWTPT 1‘“2?:73 SRNY

andeven the holiness in the language of And he shall say

: 9920

Sifrei

oy fhy1 MM Dup orYP YRR ime o

to him  his sister-in-law  and she shall approach

A"P MmN wpn s

106b  Yevamos the holiness in the language of herstatements  she

fromupon his shoe and she shall remove  the elders  before the eyes of

and she shall say and she shall call out in his presence and she shall spit
PAN nv2 NN M2 N

his brother the house of —  will build not

IR MBS
who  tothe man shall be done  thus his foot

!

: QW YRR "2 Py .vama mpan

there the ground the topof upon before hisface And she shall spit

A

N> NPT .02 Tt NPW yRmw om? oINDR MY NP OWN
isitwritten fornot and performyibum heshallreturn thatnot whoperformed chalitzah forone from here

MY N 9w — M3 KDY 11D 'mid KD WR" RPN "M KD OwR”

build hedidnot since build”  heshallnot  "that  butrather build” didnot "who

2 9MDD MY ;Y N

build  willnot  that

build  heshallnot again

Sifrei  see 10  Yevamos




Pasuk 19

:oyan o vabn ne2 BRIk g NN

shoe the removed the house of  in Yisrael his name and shall be called
"

P00 "Dyan yabn" P oW ooTniyn PO By mIn S mw Nepa
Sifrei shoe” "theremoved  tosay there thosestanding all upon itisamitzvah etc. hisname And shallbe called

:1"p R

106  Yevamos

Pasuk 20

Ny TP INT NUN IR VO] W I DU S0 3

— to rescue the one  the wife of and approaches and his brother a man together men fight ~ When

UMD AWM AT AORYY nmem TR WK

by his genitals and seizes him herhand and she puts out his smiter from the hand of her husband

2!

. om TR MWNIY M Lniom TP K3 DD .owaN 8 D

him whosmiteth him from the handof  itissaid justas  blows tothehandsof istocome itsend men strive  When
R e 7imm RgP oivY PN

Sifrei strife the handsof from the midstof comingout  peace  thereisno

Pasuk 21

:72°y Oinn NP MERD NN NE

youreye shall pity not herhand —  and you shall cut off
)
X swhanmm wrhand 9By BD7 w3 mT  1ivn .IBD NN nsp
or and the one shamed the one whoshames accordingto  all ~ hisshame thevalueof money herhand —  Andyoushall cutoff
Dommit  @oTyY2  1PaY RN L'oinn RRUOIND WNI 7wWRn A7 KPN N
conspiring  regarding witnesses furtheron anditissaid pity donot here itissaid literally herhand  but isitnot
"D N®™p N33 Y 700 7iRn IND AN AR 1ea?  mm L'Dinn X' v™ 091aT
28a Kamma Bava see Sifrei  itismoney here so itismoney furtheron justas pity donot 19 Devarim
Pasuk 22

MU TTR 13N 1IN AR Ay mi NG

and a small alarge  anda weight a weight in your pouch toyou there shallbe Not




!

:NIPRWR  JANY 1AN

weights and astone A stone

Al

ey nPiTae Puil cne KPYW ,Mvpn N nwmony nviTa .mawpy mRaTa
and returning with the large  taking heshouldbe thatnot  the small — thatcontradicts  agreat andasmall  Agreat

: 7DD MIUpR

Sifrei ~ with the small

Pasuk 23

:uRY TPy NN MR An°22 A7 M N°
and a small alarge  and an eifah measure an eifah measure in your house toyou there shallbe Not
g2

: QW By DIPD 7% MM XD 0 by ox 9 e KD

there see anything toyou therewillbe not so  youdid if  toyou thereshallbe Not

Pasuk 24

P TP M PR MPY NN 7 MW IR MRy 13

sothat toyou shallbe andhonest perfect ameasure toyou shallbe andhonest perfect A weight

7 103 IR MT WK MINT By TR W

toyou gives your God Hashem which the land  upon yourdays they will prolong

g3
MW 9% R 10 noy ax R M prss mmbw 1aN
much  toyou therewillbe so  youdid if toyou shallbe andjust perfect A stone

Pasuk 25

2y Yy B> oMby onky Bo by M nayin o3

corruptly whoacts everyone these things who does everyone your Godis Hashem an abomination of For

Pasuk 26

DR DPONS2 7772 PRRY AP Py wN Ny )

from Mitzrayim when you went out on the way Amalek toyou  did what —  Remember
Al
1 ARIT %37 NivpwRI niTma NIRY OX 70 MWy WK AN st
from provocation of anxious  be and in weights  in measures  you lied If toyou did what —  Remember

N2" mn2 20 "' nayin TRTR CAINR" R™ “Hwn "RRIY 279N

Comes  afterit  anditis written Hashem areanabominationof  deceit Scales of 11 Mishlei  asitissaid the enemy




¢ N2an "ﬁ’?i? N2” 171

Tanchuma shame and there comes willful sin

Pasuk 27

TYOMONY I OPYMD 0D A2 wM TR AW WK

were tired and you behind you  the stragglers all inyou andcutoff onthe way happened uponyou  who
3=ixich o L A N )
God fear and he did not and weary
)
P WP — M 27 Mmpn nwh TR 9p TwN
nocturnalpollution anexpressionof eXplanation another happenstance aneXpreSSiOnO{: Ontheway metyou Wh()
WE8M P Mt — N7 o) 3owna mwun MO mn
he cooled you andheat cold anexpression of anotherexplanation amale withlyingof pollutingthem forhe was andimpurity

MORI D33 OMPNR DONT MiRRT P2 QY Aanmom q7Twem

thisone andcame againstyou towagewar  afraid  thenations all fortheywere from your boilingheat and made youlukewarm

TP MPI3 M2 3 PNY NONT cuany by @N? oipp mm Pmam

togodown wasable creature any thatno  boiling toabath a parable toothers aplace andshowed andbegan
MWD MW BUYX AIN? TV YRR MR P¥eR 12 N2 ,AdInD
he cooled it that he was burned even though intoit and wentdown jumped one  worthlessness asonof came intoit
: NPIMAN DMK °303 MR
Tanchuma others before —
)

: KRN meym o2%> i nivem anin 231 nonm 2 2319

Tanchuma Above  towards andthrowing circumdisions cuttingoff the tail ablowof ofyou And hesmote the tail

!

NPIMIN  uRiD YD MW ONwD nDRmgn mD C0m LSNN pebwman B

Tanchuma expellingthem the doud whomwas  theirsin = because of strength thoselacking behindyou those wholagged all of

"

™ PMw "mon? Oyn DU NN NDT NRED MY AN Oy NN

17 Shemos forwater thepeople there Andthirsted asitiswritten fromthirst faint andweary faint Andyou
:"P? Ry N':Zl" PR 220,

Amalek  Andcame afterit anditis written

2!

772 SN

from the journey and weary




> 91
M7 YIIPR DOPR PRy N7 KDY

you from harming God Amalek  feared andnot

WX PR 13w PN FIn A7 POy Mmoo omagz My

that  inthe land fromaround yourenemies fromall toyou yourGod Hashem when grantsrest And it shall be

Pomy M MR aman Ay Tem AP m bR mpm

Amalek  the memory of —  youshall blot out to possessit asan inheritance toyou isgiving yourGod Hashem
:MOYA N? Doyl nonn
forget donot the heavens fromunder
2!
Ty iR A Ty DRiyn UK Ty wORn Ry "ot NN man
sheep andto fromox suckling andto frominfant woman to fromman Amalek theremembranceof —  Youshall wipe out
MRn2 wi? ,mmnan DY WPER 01 phny o R RPY L ' K DNwmw
beast tosay the beast on even mentioned Amalek thenameof therewillbe sothatnot 15 I Shmuel
: MO 'PO0D AN PRny  Sun W
Zutrata  Pesikta was Amalek fromthatof this

CHAPTER SUMMARY

The aliyah flows from interpersonal sensitivity and financial integrity to the national obligation of destroying evil. We start
with the prohibition of delaying a worker's wages and the requirement to pay themon time, followed by the warning not to
punish parents for the sins of their children, nor children for their parents. We are commanded to protect the rights of
converts, orphans, and widows, leaving them the forgotten sheaves, olives, and grapes in our fields. The Torah then outlines
the administration of malkus in court, the prohibition of muzzling an animal during work, and the detailed procedure of yibum
and chalitzah when a man dies childless. After addressing the case of a woman who intervenes in a fight immodestly and the
absolute requirement to keep honest weights and measures, the aliyah wraps up with the powerful command to remember the

cowardly attack of Amalek and to completely blot out their memory from under the heavens.




TWYR? WHAT TO TAKE HOME

The Torah is telling us something very deep about how we treat people when we are in a position of strength. Look at the
mitzvah of paying a worker on time: "for they are needy and urgently depend on it." The Gemara is bothered by how easily a
person can rationalize holding onto someone else's money for just one night, thinking, "What's the big deal? I'll pay him
tomorrow.” But the Torah warns us that to the worker, this is his entire life. When you hold the upper hand, whether you are
an employer, a customer, or even just a friend who owes a small favor, you have a responsibility to feel the vulnerability of the

other person.

This is the very opposite of the middah of Amalek that we read about at the end of the aliyah. What was the great sin of
Amalek? "He surprised you on the march, when you were famished and weary." Amalek saw someone weak, tired, and
lagging behind, and instead of showing mercy, they took advantage of that weakness. When we delay a worker's pay, or
when we use dishonest weights and measures to squeeze out a few extra cents froman unsuspecting customer, we are, chas

v'shalom, acting on that same ugly impulse of exploiting someone else's vulnerability for our own convenience.

True yiras Shamayim means that when Hashem puts you in a position of power, you use that power to protect and lift up the
other person, not to make things easier for yourself. If you hire someone to do a jobin your house, orif you owe someone
money, do not make them chase you. Do not make them feel small or helpless just because you have the checkbook and they

are waiting for it.

Today, make it a point to pay any outstanding bill, tip, or wage immediately, without making the other person ask or wait

even a single extra hour.
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