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C HA P T E R  P R E V IE W

In this aliyah, we see how Hashem puts a final, miraculous end to the machlokes of Korach and his assembly. To settle any

remaining doubts among Bnei Yisrael regarding the Kehunah, Hashem commands Moshe Rabbeinu to take a staff from the

leader of each of the twelve shevatim, with Aharon's name inscribed on the staff representing the shevet of Levi.

All introductions, summaries, and contextual notes are the editor's commentary and are not part of the original text.

פָּסוּק א

Pasuk 1

ר בֵּ  דַ יְ וַ
And spoke

יְהוָה
Hashem

ל אֶ
to

ה שֶׁ מֹ
Moshe

אמֹר׃ לֵּ
saying

פָּסוּק ב

Pasuk 2

ר בֵּ  דַּ
Speak

ל אֶ
to

נֵי בְּ
the children of

ל אֵ רָ שְׂ יִ
Yisrael

ח קַ וְ
and take

ם תָּ  אִ מֵ
from them

ה טֶּ  מַ
a staff

ה טֶּ  מַ
a staff

ית בֵ לְ
for the house of

ב אָ
a father

ת אֵ מֵ
from

ל כָּ
all of

ם הֶ יאֵ שִׂ נְ
their chieftains

ית בֵ לְ
for the house of

ם בֹתָ אֲ
their fathers

נֵים שְׁ
two

ר שָׂ עָ
ten

וֹת טּ מַ
staffs

ישׁ אִ
each man

ת אֶ
—

מוֹ שְׁ
his name

תֹּב  כְ תִּ
you shall write

ל עַ
upon

הוּ׃ טֵּ  מַ
his staff

פָּסוּק ג

Pasuk 3

ת אֵ וְ
and —

ם שֵׁ
the name of

רֹן הֲ אַ
Aharon

תֹּב  כְ תִּ
you shall write

ל עַ
upon

ה טֵּ  מַ
the staff of

י וִ לֵ
Levi

י כִּ
for

ה טֶּ  מַ
staff

ד חָ אֶ
one

רֹאשׁ לְ
for the head of

ית בֵּ
the house of

ם׃ בוֹתָ אֲ
their fathers

״י שִׁ  רַ

כי
for

מטה
staff

אחד.
one

פִּ " עַ אַ
even

ים תִּ קְ לַּ  חִ שֶׁ
though

י תֵּ  שְׁ  לִ
that I divided them

פָּחוֹת,  שְׁ  מִ
into two

ת פַּחַ  שְׁ  מִ
families

נָּה  הֻ כְּ
the family of

ד בַ לְ
priesthood

יָּה  וִ לְ וּ
alone

ד, בַ לְ
and Levites

ל כָּ  מִ
alone

ם קוֹ מָ
from all

ט בֶ שֵׁ
places

ד חָ אֶ
tribe

הוּא:
one

פָּסוּק ד



Pasuk 4

ם תָּ  נַּחְ  הִ וְ
and you shall place

them

ל אֹהֶ בְּ
in the Tent of

ד עֵ מוֹ
Meeting

נֵי פְ לִ
before

דוּת עֵ הָ
the Testimony

ר שֶׁ  אֲ
where

ד עֵ וָּ אִ
I will meet

כֶם לָ
with you

ה׃ מָּ  שָׁ
there

ה פָּסוּק 

Pasuk 5

יָה הָ וְ
and it shall be

ישׁ אִ הָ
the man

ר שֶׁ  אֲ
whom

ר חַ בְ אֶ
I will choose

וֹ בּ
him

הוּ טֵּ  מַ
his staff

ח רָ יִפְ
shall blossom

י כֹּתִ  שִׁ  וַהֲ
and I will rid

י לַ עָ מֵ
from upon Me

ת אֶ
—

וֹת נּ לֻ תְּ
the complaints of

נֵי בְּ
the children of

ל אֵ רָ שְׂ יִ
Yisrael

ר שֶׁ  אֲ
which

ם הֵ
they

ינִם לִּ מַ
are complaining

יכֶם׃ לֵ עֲ
against you

״י שִׁ  רַ

והשכתי.
And I will appease

מוֹ כְּ
like

וּ שֹׁכּ יָּ  "וַ
and abated

ם" יִ מָּ  הַ
the waters

בראשית
Bereishis

ח'
8

ת, מַ "וַחֲ
and the wrath of

ךְ לֶ מֶּ  הַ
the king

כָה" כָ שָׁ
was abated

אסתר
Esther

ז'
7

:

פָּסוּק ו

Pasuk 6

ר בֵּ  דַ יְ וַ
And spoke

ה שֶׁ מֹ
Moshe

ל אֶ
to

נֵי בְּ
the children of

ל אֵ רָ שְׂ יִ
Yisrael

נוּ תְּ יִּ וַ
and they gave

יו לָ אֵ
to him

ל כָּ
all of

ם יהֶ יאֵ שִׂ נְ
their leaders

ה טֶּ  מַ
a staff

יא נָשִׂ לְ
for a leader

ד חָ אֶ
one

ה טֶּ  מַ
a staff

יא נָשִׂ לְ
for a leader

ד חָ אֶ
one

ית בֵ לְ
for the house of

ם בֹתָ אֲ
their fathers

נֵים שְׁ
twelve

ר שָׂ עָ
·

וֹת טּ מַ
staffs

ה טֵּ  וּמַ
and the staff of

רֹן הֲ אַ
Aharon

ךְ תוֹ בְּ
in the midst of

ם׃ וֹתָ טּ מַ
their staffs

״י שִׁ  רַ

בתוך
in the midst of

מטותם.
their staffs

יח נִּ הִ
He placed

ע, צַ מְ אֶ בָּ
in the middle

לֹּא  שֶׁ
so that not

רוּ, יֹאמְ
they should say

י נֵ פְּ  מִ
because

יחוֹ נִּ הִ שֶׁ
that He placed it

ד צַ בְ
at the side of

ינָה כִ שְׁ
the Shechinah

ח פָּרַ
it blossomed

תנחומא
Tanchuma

אחרי
Achrei

מות
Mot

:

ז פָּסוּק 

Pasuk 7

נַּח יַּ  וַ
And he placed

ה שֶׁ מֹ
Moshe

ת אֶ
—

טֹּת  מַּ  הַ
the staffs

נֵי פְ לִ
before

יְהוָה
Hashem

ל אֹהֶ בְּ
in the Tent of

ת׃ דֻ עֵ הָ
the Testimony

ח פָּסוּק 

Pasuk 8

י יְהִ וַ
And it was

ת חֳרָ מָּ  מִ
on the next day

יָּבֹא  וַ
and came

ה שֶׁ מֹ
Moshe

ל אֶ
to

ל אֹהֶ
the Tent of

דוּת עֵ הָ
the Testimony

נֵּה  הִ וְ
and behold

ח רַ פָּ
had sprouted

ה טֵּ  מַ
the staff of

רֹן הֲ אַ
Aharon

ית בֵ לְ
for the house of

י וִ לֵ
Levi

יֹּצֵא  וַ
and it brought forth

ח רַ פֶ
a bud

ץ יָּצֵ  וַ
and it blossomed

יץ צִ
a blossom

מֹל יִּגְ וַ
and it ripened

ים׃ דִ קֵ שְׁ
almonds



״י שִׁ  רַ

ויצא
and it brought forth

פרח.
a blossom

: עוֹ מָ שְׁ  מַ כְּ
according to its literal

meaning

״י שִׁ  רַ

ציץ.
Tzitz

הוּא
it is

ת נָטַ חֲ
the budding of

י רִ פְּ  הַ
the fruit

ח פֶּרַ  הַ שֶׁ  כְּ
when the blossom

ל: פֵ נוֹ
falls off

״י שִׁ  רַ

ויגמל
and it ripened

שקדים.
almonds

כַּר  הֻ שֶׁ  כְּ
when was recognizable

י רִ פְּ  הַ
the fruit

כַּר  הֻ
it was recognized

ן הֵ שֶׁ
that they were

ים, דִ קֵ שְׁ
almonds

ן וֹ שׁ לְ
an expression of

ל דַּ גְ יִּ "וַ
and grew

ד לֶ יֶּ  הַ
the child

ל" מַ גָּ יִּ וַ
and was weaned

בראשית
Bereishis

כ"א
twenty one

ן, וֹ שׁ לָ וְ
and an expression

זֶה
this

י צוּ מָ
is common

י רִ פְ בִּ
with the fruit of

ן, ילָ אִ הָ
the tree

מוֹ כְּ
like

ר "וּבֹסֶ
and an unripe grape

ל גֹּמֵ
ripening

יֶה יִהְ
will be

צָּה" נִ
the blossom

ישעיהו
Yeshayahu

י"ח
eighteen

ה, מָּ  לָ וְ
and why

ים? דִ קֵ שְׁ
almonds

הוּא
it is

י רִ פְּ  הַ
the fruit

ר הֵ מַ מְ הַ
that hastens

יחַ רִ פְ הַ לְ
to blossom

ל כָּ  מִ
more than all

פֵּרוֹת,  הַ
the fruits

ף אַ
so too

ר עוֹרֵ מְ הַ
one who disputes

ל עַ
against

נָּה  הֻ כְּ הַ
the priesthood

נוּתוֹ עֲ פֻּרְ
his punishment

ת רֶ הֶ מַ מְ
hastens

לָבֹא,
to come

מוֹ כְּ
just as

ינוּ צִ מָּ  שֶׁ
we found

יָּהוּ  זִּ  עֻ בְ
with Uzziyahu

ת עַ צָּרַ הַ "וְ
and the tzaraas

ה חָ זָרְ
broke out

" חוֹ צְ מִ בְ
on his forehead

דברי
Divrei

הימים
HaYamim

ב'
two

כ"ו
twenty six

וּמוֹ; גּ רְ תַּ
its Targum translation

ית פִ כָ "וְ
and a cluster of

ין", דִּ גְ שִׁ
almonds

ין מִ כְּ
like a kind of

ל וֹ כּ שְׁ  אֶ
cluster of

ים דִ קֵ שְׁ
almonds

ד יַחַ
together

ים פוּתִ כְּ
tied

זֶה
this

ל עַ
upon

זֶה:
this

פָּסוּק ט

Pasuk 9

יֹּצֵא  וַ
And he brought out

ה שֶׁ מֹ
Moshe

ת אֶ
—

ל כָּ
all of

טֹּת  מַּ  הַ
the staffs

נֵי פְ לִּ מִ
from before

יְהוָה
Hashem

ל אֶ
to

ל כָּ
all of

נֵי בְּ
the children of

ל אֵ רָ שְׂ יִ
Yisrael

אוּ רְ יִּ וַ
and they saw

חוּ יִּקְ וַ
and they took

ישׁ אִ
each man

הוּ׃ טֵּ  מַ
his staff

C HA P T E R  S U M M A RY

Following Hashem's command, Moshe places the twelve staffs inside the Ohel Moed before the Aron. The next day, a clear

miracle occurs: only Aharon's staff has sprouted, bringing forth beautiful blossoms and fully-grown almonds. Moshe brings the

staffs out to show all of Bnei Yisrael, and each leader takes back his own staff, leaving no room for further complaints against

Aharon's selection.



ה שֶׂ עֲ מַ לְ W H AT  T O  T A K E  H O M E

Think about the dry, lifeless piece of wood that was Aaron's staff. By all laws of nature, it was finished, unable to ever grow

again. Yet, when placed in the Kodesh Kodashim before Hashem, it did not just sprout; it blossomed and produced ripe

almonds overnight. This is the power of being connected to the source of life. When we bring our dry, tired hearts into the

presence of the Aibershter through a heartfelt tefillah or a page of Gemara, we can experience a sudden, miraculous renewal

that defies our natural limitations.

Sometimes we look at our own spiritual state, or perhaps our parnassah or shalom bayis, and we feel like a dry stick. We think,

"I have no energy left to grow, I am too far gone." The miracle of Aaron's staff teaches us that growth does not depend on

our natural vitality alone. When we place ourselves entirely in Hashem's hands, He can make us blossom in ways we never

thought possible, bringing sweetness and fruit from the driest places.

Today, when you feel spiritually dry or overwhelmed by a difficult situation, do not give up. Take that very "dryness" and

place it before Hashem. Spend three minutes in quiet hitbodedus, speaking to the Aibershter from the depths of your heart,

and ask Him to breathe new life and growth into your day.
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