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KORACH - 7TH ALIYAH

L/ CHAPTER PREVIEW

In this aliyah, the Aibershter establishes the sacred gifts and responsibilities of the Levi'im. Having chosen them for the holy
avodah of the Mishkan, Hashem commands that the Bnei Yisrael must no longer approach the Tent of Meeting to perform
the service, lest they incur a capital sin. Instead, the Levi'imalone will carry out this avodah, and in return for their service,
they are given the Ma'aser Rishon (the first tithe) from the harvest of the rest of the nation, as they do not receive a physical
inheritance in the Land of Tsrael.

All introductions, summaries, and contextual notes are the editor's commentary and are not part of the original text.
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in exchange for for an inheritance in Yisrael tithe all  Thave given behold Levi And to the sons of
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Meeting  the Tentof the service of — perform  they  which  their service
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to die sin tobear  Meeting the Tentof to Yisrael the children of anymore shall approach And not
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their iniquity shall bear and they Meeting the Tentof the service of — he the Levite and shall perform
Saird s I v O i |G - B o = E I == 1o b - A a7
an inheritance they shall inherit not Yisrael the children of and among throughout your eternity  a statute of
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I have given  asagift  toHashem they shall separate  which Yisrael the children of the tithe of —  Because
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not Yisrael the children of among tothem Ihavesaid - therefore foran inheritance to the Levi'im
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the heave offeringof fromit thatheseparates until  Truma calledit theverse aheaveoffering toHashem theyshalllift ~which
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the tithe

Pasuk 5

AARD YR DR M 92T

saying Moshe to  Hashem And spoke
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Yisrael the children of  from  youtake When tothem andyoushallsay you shall speak the Levites And to
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fromit and you shall separate asyourinheritance fromthem toyou Ihave given which the tithe —
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the tithe from atenth Hashem  a giftof
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from and like the fullness the threshing floor from like the grain your gift to you and it shall be
reckoned
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of yours tithe The heave offering of the threshing floor from as the corn your heave offering toyou And it shall be reckoned
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great like the heave offering anda fifth  death forit  andtheyareliable and totheunclean tolaymen isforbidden
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the threshing floor from corn  the firstof which is called
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the winepresses from whichis taken  and oil wine the heave-offering of  the winepress from and as the fullness
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that has become full  produce ripening is an expressionof ~ Mela'ah
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yekev expressionof andevery intoitsmidst descends intowhich the wine the wine-press thatisbefore thepit itis  Yekev
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"the pits of and likewise itis ground  an excavation of
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the universe  of  theKing thatexcavated anexcavation
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fromall of Hashem the gift of you also  shall you setaside  so
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the Kohen to Aharon Hashem  the gift of — fromit and you shall give Yisrael the children of
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and from their from their threshing-floor  separate that Israelites justas you also youshall separate  So
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is your inheritance it for  ofyours fromthetithe you also youshallseparate
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your gifts Fromall of
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fromit  its consecrated part

— itsbestportion fromall of Hashem the giftof allof —  youshallseparate
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you shall separate your gifts From all
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speaks  theverse  gedolah concerningterumah Hashem the terumahof all —
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terumah aKohen thattakes before his tithes andreceived inthepile theKohen — alevite preceded thatif
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for terumah  out of fifty one first the tithe  from the Levite separate must  thepile from gedolah
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Sifrei maaser terumat  and separate andreturn  gedolah
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to the Levites and it shall be fromit itsbestpart —  whenyouraise up tothem And you shallsay
reckoned

127 DN120 173 nxXana

a wine vat and like the product of a threshing floor like the product of
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complete  asprofane tothe Levites the remainder and it shall be accounted
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justas a threshing floor asthe produce of tothe Levites and it shall be accounted the Torah teaches forbidden allofit itshould be

SRab I I LA R v AL AL SN LA i i e

Sifrei  see isprofane alevite thatof sotoo isprofane anIsraelite thatof
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Meeting  in the Tentof  your service
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there thegraves inahouseof  even place Inevery
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the holy things of and — fromit itsbestpart —  when you raise up sin upon it bear and you shall not
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youwilldie youprofane if  behold youshalldie andnot

CHAPTER SUMMARY

The aliyah details the specific halachos of Ma'aser Rishon and Terumas Ma'aser. When the Levi'imreceive their tithes from
the Bnei Yisrael, they are commanded to separate a tenth of that tithe—the very best and holiest portion—as Terumas Ma'aser
to be given to Aaron the Kohen. Once this holy portion is properly separated, the remaining tithe is fully permitted to the
Levi'imand their households to be eaten anywhere as their rightful wage, warning them that failing to separate the best

portion first would profane the sacred donations and bring about the punishment of death.
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In this parshah, the Torah teaches us a beautiful and profound lesson about the nature of our avodah and how we view our
livelihood. The Leviimdo not receive a physical portion of land in Eretz Yisrael. Instead, their entire sustenance comes from
the tithes, the ma'aser, given to themby the rest of Bnei Yisrael. Yet, the Torah emphasizes that this is not charity; it is their

direct "sachar,” their rightful wage fromthe Aibershter in return for their sacred service in the Mishkan.

But the lesson goes deeper. Even though the Leviimreceive this holy gift directly from the hands of their fellow Jews, they
are not exempt from the mitzvah of giving. Before they can enjoy their portion, they must separate "ma'aser min hama'aser”, a
tenth of the tenth, and give the very best, the "chelev,” to Aaron the Kohen. The Torah is teaching us that no matter who
we are, and no matter how holy our work is, we are never just receivers. We must always be givers, and when we give, we

must give from our very best.

Sometimes a person thinks, "I amsstruggling to make ends meet," or "My work is entirely spiritual, so others should support
me." The Torah tells the Levi: even your livelihood, which is already a tithe, must be tithed. When we take the first and best
portion of whatever Hashemsends us, our time, our energy, or our money, and dedicate it back to Him, we elevate
everything else we possess. It turns our physical sustenance into something holy, as the Torah says, "it shall be accounted to

you as the grain of the threshing floor.”

Today, look at whatever bounty Hashem has blessed you with, whether it is your income, your wisdom, or your time. Before
you use it for yourself, dedicate the very first and best few minutes, or the first portion of your resources, to a holy cause or to

helping another Yid.
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