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L) CHAPTER PREVIEW
In this aliyah, we begin Parshas Matot with the essential halachos of nedarim (vows) and shevuos (oaths). Moshe Rabbeinu
addresses the heads of the tribes, teaching the strict Torah obligation to keep one's word and the specific mechanisms of how

a father or a husband can annul the vows of a young woman or wife under their authority.

Following these laws, Hashem commands Moshe to wage a war of vengeance against the Midianites for their role in leading
Bnei Yisrael astray. Moshe mobilizes a force of twelve thousand men, led by Pinchas, who defeat Midian, execute their five

kings along with the wicked Balaam, and return with the captives and spoils of war.

All introductions, summaries, and contextual notes are the editor’s commentary and are not part of the original text.
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which  the thing thisis  saying Yisrael of the children of  the tribes  the headsof to  Moshe And spoke
T
Hashem commanded
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the children of toallof that andafter first toteach them tothe princes respect Heshowed —thetribes  The heads of
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34 Shemos says  theteaching wereso the commandments therestof thateven and from where Yisrael
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that andafter tothem  Moshe andspoke inthecongregation theprinces andall Aharon tohim and theyreturned
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VOws that the annulment of it teaches  here tosayit  didhesee andwhat Yisrael the childrenof allof approached
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thatnot perhaps or laymen bythree  oneannuls  expert single thereisno andif  expert  isbyasingle
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anditissaid theword thisis here itissaid alone tothe princes  except this  parsha  Moshe didspeak
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andtoallof andtohissons toAharon itwassaid there justas theword thisis 17  Vayikra outside regardingslaughtering
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Sifrei  toall of them  wassaid this sotoo etc.  Aharon to  speak asitissaid Yisrael  the children of
: 1"y ooaT2

78a  Nedarim




)

DON°23T) K" nMw "nbcha n¥AD M M8 mO"3 NJIM mwh 3T M
and the prophets 11 Shemos the night  about midnight Hashem  said ~ with Thus prophesied Moshe the word Thisis
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the word  Thisis with the expression thathe prophesied Moshe uponthem added Hashem said  with Thus prophesied
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invalidating with the expression of that the Sage  tosay itis  arestriction theword Thisis Another explanation
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itis not theyexchanged andif here  theverse like thelanguage of annulling with the expressionof andahusband
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77  Nedarim  Sifrei  annulled anditisnot invalidated
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not  hissoul upon a prohibition  to bind an oath swears or toHashem avow hevows when A man
a4 A -1 I iy B =TI n & B v

he shalldo  from his mouth that proceeds according toall his word shall he profane
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One might think suchandsuch athing Iwilldo thatnot or Iwilleat thatnot konam uponme behold onewhosays Avow
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he shalldo  from his mouth that goes forth accordingtoall tohim  apply I carcasses that he will eat he swore evenif
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Sifrei  the forbidden —  topermit andnot thepermitted —  toforbid a prohibition toforbid the Torah teaches
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there secular hisword make  he shall not hisword ~profane heshallnot like  hisword profane He shall not
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in heryouth  her father in the house of an obligation  orbinds  to Hashem avow she vows when Anda woman
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there inhishouse sheisnot andevenif herfather inthe domainof herfather Inthe house of
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inthe domain  isnot  andthebogeres avow hervow isnot forthe minor abogeres andnot aminor andnot inheryouth
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years eleven adaughterof our Rabbis said a minor is this and which hervows toannul herfather of
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Whom and for the name of she vowed Whom for the name of she knows if  areinvestigated hervows one andaday
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tobe investigated need doesnot  one andaday years twelve adaughterof isavow hervow she consecrated
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toher and remainssilent  hersoul upon she bound = which orherobligation hervow — —  herfather and hears
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shall stand  hersoul upon she bound which obligation andevery hervows all thenshallstand her father
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she bound  which  and her prohibitions hervows all of his hearing on the day of = her  herfather restrained Butif
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her her father restrained because her will forgive and Hashem stand  shallnot hersoul upon
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forher thatheannulled meaningtosay thevow from her he withheld  if her her father disallowed Andif
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disallows herhusband hearing onthedayof Andif says when it itis ~ what know Idonot this withholding
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withholding isatermof anditsplainmeaning isannulment this withholding saying be 9 verse  and he annuls her
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youturned aside  that — 14  Bamidbar My turningaside —  andyoushallknow andsotoo 141 Tehillim
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from Me
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and heard tobea Nazirite whovowed ofawoman  speaks theverse Regardingwhat  her  will forgive And Hashem
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and becomes defiled wine anddrinks hervow against and transgresses know didnot andshe forher andannulled herhusband
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need those annulled Andif isannulled thatit andeventhough forgiveness whoneeds isshe this by corpses
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chapter 81  Kiddushin  see annulled  for those that are not  how much moreso  forgiveness
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are upon her and her vows toa husband she should be belonging And if
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herself  upon she bound

which her lips an utterance of  or
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says whenit  amarried woman butrather isitnot or abetrothed woman this toaman sheshallbe becoming Andif
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and it comes of a betrothed woman and here isspokenof amarried woman behold shevowed” herhusband the house of "Andif
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annul anddid not the father ifannulled hervows annul  and her husband that her father concerningher todifferentiate
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this behold the father annul anddidnot the husband ifannulled or the husband
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ofthem  one confirmed if tosay

need andthereisno annulled isnot
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were theyannulled andnot her father them didhear andnot herfather inthehouseof thatshevowed areuponher andhervows
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Sifrei  see  were they confirmed and not
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and her obligations  her vows then shallstand toher and he remainssilent his hearing on the day of her husband and hears
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confirmed thatitis the husband confirmed thatif toyou behold etc. herhusband Andifheard
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upon her whichis hervow —  and he annuls her he restrains her husband hearing on the day of Butif
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her  will forgive and Hashem  herself  upon she bound  which her lips the utterance of and —
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"inheryouth 17  verse the Torahteaches thefather annulled not evenif onemightthink hervow —  Andheannuls
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there  Sifrei  sheis herfather undertheauthority of sheisinheryouth aslongas her father”" house of
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upon her  shall stand  herself  upon she prohibited ~ which everything ora divorcee  a widow  And the vow of
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afather under the authorityof not thatsheisnot because againsther shallstand hersoul upon shebound which everything
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from awidow but speaks  the Scripture marriage from andofawidow ahusband under the authority of and not
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page 70 Nedarim tothe father theauthority andreturns isemptied the husband ifdies betrothal
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with an oath herself  upon an obligation she bound or she vowed herhusband in the house of And if
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67 there speaks theverse ofamarried woman shevowed ahusband thehouseof Andif
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and every hervows allof andshallstand ~ her  he restrained not toher and heissilent herhusband and hears
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shall stand  hersoul upon she bound which obligation
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her lips utterance of any his hearing on the day of herhusband  them  shallannul annulling Butif
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and Hashem hasannulled them her husband  stand  shallnot  her soul or regarding the regarding her vows

obligation of
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her  will forgive
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and her husband may uphold it her husband  soul toafflict obligation  oathof andevery vow Every
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may annul it
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etc.  abindingobligation oathof andevery
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alone
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all  one might think mayannul that the husband thatitsays Because

vow Every
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thesoul toafflict the Torah teaches
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79  page Nedarim inTractate areexplained andthey
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hervows allof —  then he establishes day

to  fromday herhusband toher he keepssilent  silence  And if
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toher he keptsilent because  them  he has established are upon her which  her obligations all of — or
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fromday itissaid therefore totime fromtime youshouldsay thatnot
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76b  Nedarim it growsdark until except annul thathe does not
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her guilt —  then he shall bear his hearing after them  he shallannul annul Andif
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forher andannulled andhe retracted it

Idesire thathesaid andconfirmed thatheheard —after hishearing  After
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day onthat  even
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astumblingblock that one whocauses fromhere welearn inherplace enters he  heriniquity —  And heshallbear
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punishments  forall inhisplace enters he  tohis fellow
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a father between and hiswife aman between Moshe — Hashem commanded which the statutes These are
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her father in the house of in heryouth and his daughter
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saying Moshe to  Hashem And spoke
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to  you shall be gathered afterward the Midianites  from Yisrael the children of the vengeance of Avenge
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your people
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fear because of intothe matter entered for the Moabites  the Moabites from andnot the Midianites From
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with them contend anddonot except wassaid asnot them plunder that theywould of them  afraid  that they were
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Another explanation  theirs  not aquarrel over becameenraged the Midianites — but 2 Devarim in battle
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and Naamah the Moabitess Ruth from them tobringforth for Me that there are good ones doves two  because of
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38 Kamma Bava the Ammonitess
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and they shallbe for the army men from among you arm saying  the people  to Moshe  And spoke
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upon Midian Hashem the vengeance of toexecute Midian against
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anddidnot  with joy hedid onthe matter wasdependent thathisdeath thatheheard Eventhough etc.  Moshe Andspoke
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armed thearmy armedonesof anexpressionof like its translation Equip yourselves
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the Holy One blessed be  against hestands  isasif Yisrael against for one whostands Hashem The vengeance of

He
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to the arny  you shall send Yisrael the tribes of forall for the tribe a thousand for the tribe A thousand
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Sifrei  Levi the tribe of toinclude Yisrael the tribes of  For all
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thousand . twelve  foreach tribe a thousand Yisrael from the thousands of And there were
delivered
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by arebeloved they how much Yisrael the shepherdsof - the praise of tomake knowntoyou  And they were handed
over
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17 Shemos and they will stoneme more alittle say doesit what of hisdeath theyheard thatnot until Yisrael




Ty n3Y7 WY K IR MEpI men nwh npwy wnwwm

until togo want theydidnot Midian on the vengeance of was dependent Moshe that the death of and once they heard
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Sifrei  theirwill against they were handed over
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Elazar son of Pinechas and — them tothe army for the tribe a thousand Moshe them And sent
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in his hand  the sounding and the trumpets of the Sanctuary and the vessels of to the army the Kohen
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Kozbi  whokilled with the mitzvah began He who the HolyOne  said Eleazar went andnot Phineas
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another explanation 43 Sotah  his passion whoovercame Yosef and from theseedof foridolatry  calves
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and he made float withthem Bilaam because there was and the Golden Plate was the Ark this the holiness And the vessels of
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the GoldenPlate  —  tothem heshowed withthem wasfloating himself andhe withsorceries Midian the kings of
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Sifrei  fromhishand hisland allof — andhetook 21 Bamidbar andso in his possession In his hand
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male  every and they killed Moshe — Hashem commanded as Midian against And they massed
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and — Zur and — Rekem and — Evi — their slain besides they killed Midian the kings of And —
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with the sword they killed ~ Beor  sonof Bilaam and — Midian the kingsof the five of Reba and — Hur
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tosay wasitneeded why theScripture counted  thatfive see thatIdonot andisit Midian kingsof the five of
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in the punishment all of them and they were equal in the counsel all of them that they were equal toteachyou  but the five of
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from Israel ~ whom he caused tofall thousand  and four twenty  therewardof totake there went  Balaam there
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Sifrei  deprive him andtheydidnot  infull  hisreward tohim theygave towage war
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except  conquer fortheydonot  for their craft hiscraft  and exchanged  Yisrael against came  he  with the sword
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tocurse them  theircraft  andseized he andcame andpetition prayer meansof andthrough with their mouth
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with the sword whocome the nations for the craftof  theircraft  and exchanged againsthim came they also with his mouth
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27 Bereishis youshalllive yoursword andby asitissaid
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allof and — their children and — Midian the women of — Yisrael the children of And they captured
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they plundered their wealth allof and — theirlivestock allof and —  their beasts
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withfire  they burned their towers allof and — in their dwellings their cities all of and —
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theirlaws ~ whoknow priests the dwellingof atermof whichis  of theirs scribes the place of  Their palace
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Shmuel the Philistines  the lords of which is translated justas their princes the dwellingof a term of another explanation
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the Philistines  the lords of Vav Aleph
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and among animal among human the booty  allof and —  thespoil allof —  And they took
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and about them etc.  thespoil  all — foritissaid with permission not against the spoil hand tostretchout robbery
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allof them  whoareinyou thewar  the men of
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ornaments  thatare not movable property thespoilof  is Booty
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andspoils  referstoman captivity spoils nextto captivity thatiswritten andinaplace andbeast man spoils
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Yisrael the children of the congregation of and to the Kohen Elazar and to Moshe to  And they brought
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whichis ~ Moav  the plainsof  to the camp to the spoil  and — the prey and — the captives —
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CHAPTER SUMMARY

The aliyah begins by establishing that a person must not break their spoken word, detailing how a father may annul the vows
of his young daughter, and how a husband may annul or confirm the vows of his wife. It then transitions to the military
campaign against Midian, where Bnei Yisrael dispatch one thousand men fromeach tribe, slay the male population and the
five Midianite kings, execute Balaam, and bring the captives, livestock, and spoils back to Moshe and Eleazar the Kohen at

the camp in the steppes of Moab.

WYN? WHAT TO TAKE HO ME

The Torah begins this parshah with the laws of nedarim, warning us: "He shall not break his word; according to all that
comes out of his mouth, he shall do." Immediately afterward, Hashem commands Moshe Rabbeinu to wage the war against
Midian, telling him that after this final mission, "you shall be gathered to your kin." Moshe knew that completing this task
would bring about his own histalkus, yet he did not delay for a single moment. He spoke to the people and sent them to battle

immediately, fulfilling Hashem's word with absolute selflessness.

Look at the beautiful connection between these two subjects. The power of a Yid lies in the sanctity of his mouth. When we
speak, our words are not cheap; they create reality, they bind us, and they must be treated with the utmost holiness. Moshe
Rabbeinu lived this truth to the ultimate degree. When Hashem spoke a word to him, even when that word meant the end of
his physical life in this world, Moshe did not hesitate. He did not try to delay or make excuses. What came out of Hashem's

mouth, Moshe fulfilled instantly.

We often make small commitments to ourselves, to others, or to Hashem. We say we will learn a certain shiur, give a specific
amount of tzedakah, or avoid a certain bad habit. But when the yetzer hara comes with excuses, we let those words slide,
thinking, "It was just something I said.” The Torah is teaching us that your word is holy. When you speak, you are using the

divine gift of speech. To be a true eved Hashem means that your word is an ironclad bond.

Today, choose one small commitment or promise you made to yourself, to a friend, or to Hashem, and fulfill it immediately

without any delay or excuses.
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