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L) CHAPTER PREVIEW

In this aliyah, we learn about the request of the Bnei Reuven and Bnei Gad, who possessed immense herds of cattle.
Recognizing that the fertile lands of Yazer and Gilad on the eastern side of the Yarden were perfectly suited for livestock,
they approached Moshe Rabbeinu, Elazar HaKohen, and the leaders of the community with a request to receive this territory

as their permanent inheritance instead of crossing over the Yarden.

Moshe Rabbeinu immediately objects to their request with great warmth and concern for the rest of Klal Yisrael. He rebukes
them, asking if their brothers should go to war while they remain behind in comfort, and warns them that their reluctance
could demoralize the nation, comparing their actions to the tragic sin of the Meraglimat Kadesh-barnea.

All introductions, summaries, and contextual notes are the editor's commentary and are not part of the original text.

Pasuk 1

TR DIBY T3 IR 1NN ab Mmoo o1

very vast Gad and to the children of Reuven to the children of there was abundant And livestock
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livestock wasa place of the place and behold Gilead the land of and — Yazer thelandof —  and theysaw

Pasuk 2
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Elazar and to Moshe to  and theysaid Reuven and the children of Gad the children of And they came
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saying the congregation the princes of and to the Kohen

Pasuk 3
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and Beon and Nevo and Sevam  and Elaleh  and Cheshbon and Nimrah and Yazer and Divon Ataros
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theywere and Og  Sichon fromthelandof etc. andDibon Ataroth




Pasuk 4
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itis  livestock aland of Yisrael the congregation of before Hashem smote that the land
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there is livestock and to your servants

Pasuk S
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to your servants this the land — letbe given inyoureyes favor we have found if  And they said
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the Jordan ~ —  bring usacross donot fora possession

Pasuk 6
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to the war go shall your brothers  Reuven and to the children of Gad to the children of Moshe  And said
ats) 'I:W.n anxy
here  willdwell and you
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itis ~ wonderment anexpressionof Shall your brethren

Pasuk 7
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the land to  from crossing Yisrael the children of the heartof —  willyou turn will you turn  and why
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Hashem tothem gave that
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that you thinking  that they will be from passing over their heart and you will withhold you will remove will you turnaside and why
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and the people  thecities and the strength of’ the war because of topassover are afraid

Pasuk 8
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the land — to see Barnea fromKadesh them  whenIsent your fathers did  Thus
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there were places named Kadesh andtwo wasitsname so  Barnea From Kadesh

Pasuk 9
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the heartof —  and they turned  the land — and they saw Eshcol the valley of until And they went up
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Hashem tothem gave which theland into toenter not Yisrael the children of

Pasuk 10
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saying and He swore that on the day Hashem the anger of And wasincensed

Pasuk 11

NN Moy MW DY Tan DM DOUN DOWID WY o

— and upward  years twenty froma son of from Mitzrayim who came up the men they shall see  If
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they followed fully not because and toYaakov to Yitzchak  to Avraham 1 swore that the land
PANN
after Me

Pasuk 12
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Hashem after  they fulfilled for Nun sonof and Yehoshua the Kenizzite Yefuneh sonof Calev — except
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11b  Sotah Othniel — Caleb  of themother tohim andshebore hewas Kenaz of  thestepson The Kenezite

Pasuk 13
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years forty in the wilderness ~ and He made them  against Yisrael Hashem the angerof And was kindled
wander
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Hashem in the eyesof the evil thatdid the generation all the end of wuntil
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four  Bereishis  andavagabond awanderer from andHewanderedthem and He moved them

Pasuk 14
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abreed of  yourfathers in place of you have arisen and behold
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Yisrael toward Hashem the angerof the wrath of

upon  still more toadd sinful men
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Yeshayahu year  upon year add like toadd
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addition  an expression of

7 Yirmeyahu andsoon add  yourburnt-offerings 29

Pasuk 15
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and you will destroy in the wilderness toleave them again and He will continue from after Him you turn back
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this  the people -all

Pasuk 16
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and they said him  And they approached
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for our children

and cities here for our livestock we will build flocks  pens of
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and their daughters than theirsons  more  their property upon theywere sparing here forourcattle We will build
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Moshe tothem said  totheirchildren theircattle since they preceded

primary the primary make so not
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for your sheep pens so andafter foryour children  dities first for yourselves build secondary and the secondary
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Tanchuma
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to  we have brought them - that  until Yisrael the children of  before quickly  willarm and we
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the land  the inhabitants of because of the fortification in the cities of our children and shall dwell  their place
A
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eight Yeshayahu prey speedeth spoil  hasteth  like speeding weshallarm  speedily  shallarm  and we
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five there let Himspeed let Him make haste
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of Gad itissaid forso theywere thatmightymen because the troops attheheadsof Yisrael the children of Before
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in These tothem andexplained returned Moshe andalso thecrownofhead also thearm andhetears 33 Devarim
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before  youshall pass armed etcetera  that  atthe time you AndIcommanded 3 Devarim  the Words
PaPAm" N oywar 2np iy L9om vaa o bNwr i3 opUny
and the armed force 6 Yehoshua itiswritten AndinYericho valour menof all Yisrael the childrenof your brothers
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their condition whofulfilled and Gad Reuven this before them  went passing
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our brethren  with ~ while we are ourlittle ones and shall stay
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now that we will build the fortification in the cities of
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his inheritance each man Yisrael the children of have inherited until ourhomes to we willreturn not
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to us our inheritance hascome for and beyond of the Jordan fromthe side withthem we willinherit not  for

TR 1T 729n

eastward  of the Jordan from the side
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the western  ontheside andyonder of the Jordan From the side
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eastern on the side we have received it already ourinheritance hascome for

CHAPTER SUMMARY

After Moshe Rabbeinu warns them that repeating the sins of their fathers would bring Hashem's wrath and cause the entire
nation to perish in the wilderness, the Bnei Gad and Bnei Reuven draw near to offer a compromise. They propose to build
sheepfolds for their livestock and fortified cities for their young children, while they themselves will arm quickly and serve as
the vanguard, leading the rest of Klal Yisrael into battle. They pledge not to return to their homes on the east side of the

Yarden until every single Yid has successfully received his inheritance on the west side.

TWYN? WHAT TO TAKE HOME

Look at the order of priorities the Bnei Gad and Bnei Reuven present to Moshe Rabbeinu. They step forward and say, "We
will build here sheepfolds for our flocks, and towns for our children.” Rashi immediately points out their mistake: they put
their money before their souls, caring more for their cattle than for their own sons and daughters. Moshe has to gently

correct them, telling them to build "towns for your children” first, and only then "folds for your sheep.”

Itis so easy to fall into this exact same trap in our own lives. We get so caught up in the daily grind of making a living,
securing our finances, and managing our physical assets that we accidentally put our "cattle” before our children. We spend
our best energy on our businesses and careers, leaving only the leftovers for our families, our Torah learning, and our

relationship with Hashem.

Today, take a honest look at your schedule and your focus. Make sure you are putting the main thing first. Before you invest

your heart into your material assets, invest it into your home, your children's chinuch, and your own spiritual growth.
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