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MATOT-MASEI - 4TH ALIYAH

L.l CHAPTER PREVIEW

In this aliyah, we learn about the final agreement between Moshe Rabbeinu and the tribes of Gad and Reuven regarding
their inheritance on the east side of the Yarden. Moshe sets down the strict conditions of their oath, requiring themto cross
over as armed shock-troops to lead the Bnei Yisrael in conquering Eretz Yisrael before they can claim their land. The Gadites
and Reubenites accept these terms, promising to leave their families and livestock behind in fortified cities while they fight

alongside their brothers.

Following this agreement, the Torah transitions into Parshas Masei, where Moshe Rabbeinu records the journeys of the Bnei
Yisrael from the time they left Mitzrayim under the leadership of Moshe and Aharon. We begin a detailed review of the
stations where the nation encamped, starting with their triumphant departure from Rameses while the Egyptians were burying
their firstborn and witnessing the downfall of their idols.

All introductions, summaries, and contextual notes are the editor’s commentary and are not part of the original text.
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Hashem before youwillarm  if this  the thing — youwilldo if Moshe to them And said
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Hisenemies —  Hisdrivingout until Hashem before the Jordan ~—  armed soldier every foryou and shall cross
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from before Him
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from Hashem  clear and you shallbe you shall return and afterward Hashem before  the land and is subdued
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will find  which your sin and know toHashem you have sinned behold so youwilldo not Andif
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for the war  tocross over uponyourselves for youaccepted tothe Most High youshalldo from your mouth And that which goes out
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Gilead in the cities of there willbe ourlivestock andall ourflocks our wives Our children
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my lord as for the battle  Hashem before the army armed one of every will crossover and your servants
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speaks
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and — Nun sonof Yehoshua and — the Kohen Elazar —  Moshe concerning them And commanded
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14  Shemos foryou will fight
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—  withyou Reuven and the children of Gad the children of will cross If tothem  Moshe And said
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before you  the land andissubdued Hashem before  forthe battle armed warrior every the Jordan
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fora possession  the Gilad  the land of —  tothem then you shall give
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Kenaan in the land of among you then they shall take with you armed they will cross over  not  And if
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Hashem spoke that which — saying Reuven and the children of Gad the children of And they answered
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we willdo so yourservants  to
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the possession of let there be and in our ownership inourhands meaningtosay ourinheritance the possessionof and with us
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this  ontheside ourinheritance
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Menashe  the tribe of and tohalfof Reuven and tothe children of Gad tothe children of Moshe tothem And he gave
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the Bashan kingof Og  the kingdomof and — the Emori king of Sichon the kingdomof —— Yosef  son of
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around  the land  the cities of with the boundaries of by its cities  the land
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Aroer and — Ataroth and — Dibon — Gad the children of And they built
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and Jogbehah =~ Yazer and — Shophan  Atroth and —
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and they built the matter the beginningof to isconnected theverse endof this sheep andenclosuresof fortress cities of
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Kiryasayim  and — Elaleh and — Cheshbon ~ —  built Reuven And the sons of
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—  bynames andtheycalled Sivmah and — name changedin Meon Baal and — Nevo and —
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they built  which  the cities  the names of
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and were theyare idols namesof Meon andBaal Nebo name changed Meon  Baal and— Nebo And —
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other toaname werechanged Meon andBaal Nebo name changed andthisis other tonames
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above thatis mentioned Sebam  andit Sibmah  theybuilt ~ Sibmah  and —
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—  and he dispossessed and they captured it to Gilead Manasseh sonof Machir the sonsof And they went
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anexpressionof ~ meanings two serves rish  for the word and he drove out is like its translation And he drove out
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and drivingaway expelling whichis drivingout andan expressionof inheritance
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init and he settled Menashe sonof toMachir the Gilad —  Moshe And gave
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their villages  their villages
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by his name he called them children tohim there were thatnot Because Yair the villagesof ~ them  And he called
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for a memorial
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chapter five Zechariah ahouse forit  Tobuild
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by their legions Mitzrayim from the land of wentout  who Yisrael the children of the journeys of These are
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and Aharon Moshe by the hand of
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the Omnipresent  of  Hislovingacts tomake known these the journeys were they written ~ why  the journeys of These are
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that theywere  think  donot inthe wilderness and tomove them tomake them wander uponthem He decreed thateven though
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eight fromthere deduct andfurther Paran  isinthe wildernessof  thatit  youlearn inRithmah and theyencamped
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in the year of Moab  the plainsof until the mountain from Hor Aaron thedeathof  after  thatwere journeys
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their journeys and these are Hashem the word of by  for their journeys their starting points —  Moshe And wrote
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according to their
starting points
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the first of the month  day . on the fifteenth the first in the month fromRameses And they journeyed
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allof before the eyesof  high  witha hand Yisrael the children of went out the Pesach offering on the morrow of
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Mitzrayim
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in their mourning were occupied ~ were burying  and Egypt
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in Succoth and they encamped from Rameses Yisrael the children of And they journeyed
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the wilderness is on the edge of which  in Etham and they encamped fromSuccoth And they journeyed
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Zephon  Baal  the face of isbefore which  Hachiroth Pi toward and turned back fromEtham And they journeyed
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Migdol before  and they encamped
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and they went into the wilderness the sea through the midst of and they passed Hachiroth frombefore And they journeyed
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in Marah and they encamped Etham in the wilderness of  days three a journey of
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water springs of . twelve and in Elim to Elim and they came fromMarah And they journeyed
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there and they encamped date palms  and seventy
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in Dophkah and they encamped Sin  fromthe wilderness of And they journeyed
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in Alush and they encamped from Dophkah And they journeyed
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for the people water there there was and not in Rephidim and they encamped from Alush And they journeyed
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to drink
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Sinai  in the wilderness of and they encamped from Rephidim And they journeyed
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the craving  atthe gravesof and they encamped  Sinai  from the wilderness of And they journeyed
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in Chatzeros and they encamped the craving from the graves of And they journeyed
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in Rithmah  and they encamped from Chatzerot And they journeyed
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toyou shall He give "What asitissaid the spies of evil  thetongueof thenameof on inRithmah And theyencamped
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120 Tehillim
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Perez  in Rimmon and they encamped fromRithmah And they journeyed
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in Libnah  and they encamped  Perez  from Rimmon And they journeyed
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in Rissah  and they encamped fromLivnah And they journeyed
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in Kehelath and they encamped fromRissah And they journeyed
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Shepher atMount and they encamped fromKehelath And they journeyed
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in Haradah and they encamped Shepher from Mount And they journeyed
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in Makheloth  and they encamped from Charadah And they journeyed
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in Tahath  and they encamped from Makheloth And they journeyed
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in Terach and they encamped from Tachat And they journeyed
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in Miska and they encamped from Terach And they journeyed
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in Hashmonah and they encamped from Mithkah And they journeyed
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in Moseroth  and they encamped from Chashmonah And they journeyed
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Yaakan in Benei and they encamped fromMoseroth And they journeyed
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Hagidgad in Chor and they encamped Yaakan fromBenei And they journeyed
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in Yotvatah  and they encamped Hagidgad from Chor And they journeyed
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in Avronah  and they encamped from Yotbatah And they journeyed
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Gever  in Etzyon and they encamped from Avronah And they journeyed
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is Kadesh it Zin in the wilderness of and they encamped Geber fromEzion And they journeyed
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Edom the land of at the edge of the mountain atHor and they encamped fromKadesh And they journeyed
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of the month on the first the fifth
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the mountain on Hor athisdeath years and one hundred and twenty three  wasa son of And Aharon
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glory  thedoudsof thatdeparted thereport  itwas Aharon thatthe deathof toteachyou the Canaanite Andhe heard
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3a Hashanah Rosh andwroteit hereturned therefore against Yisrael towage war permission thatwasgiven and he thought
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in Zalmonah  and they encamped the mountain from Hor And they journeyed
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in Punon and they encamped from Zalmonah And they journeyed
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in Ovoth  and they encamped fromPunon And they journeyed
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Moav on the border of  Ha-Avarim in the ruins of and they encamped from Ovoth And they journeyed
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Gad inDibon and they encamped fromIyim And they journeyed
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Divlathaimah in Almon  and they encamped Gad fromDivon And they journeyed
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Nebo  before the Abarim  in the mountains of and they encamped Diblathaim from Almon And they journeyed
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the Jordan of by Moav  in the plains of and they encamped Abarim from the mountains of And they journeyed
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Moav  in the plainsof ~Hashittim  Avel until Hayeshimos fromBeis the Jordan by And they encamped
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wasitsname Avel  Shittim of  theplain  ha-Shittim Avel

CHAPTER SUMMARY

The aliyah begins with Moshe Rabbeinu establishing the formal condition with the tribes of Gad, Reuven, and the half-tribe
of Menashe, stipulating that they will inherit the lands of Sthon and Og only if they cross the Yarden to fight. After they
agree, Moshe instructs Elazar the Kohen Gadol and Yehoshua to enforce this condition, and the tribes begin rebuilding their

cities and sheepfolds. The Torah then transitions to Parshas Masei, listing the historical journeys of Bnei Yisrael from Rameses




through the wilderness, detailing each encampment and noting significant events along the way, including the passing of

Aharon HaKohen on Mount Hor in the fortieth year of their journey.

WYn? WHAT TO TAKE HOME

When the tribes of Gad and Reuven came to Moshe Rabbeinu asking to settle on the otherside of the Jordan, they made a
telling slip of the tongue. They asked to build sheepfolds for their flocks first, and only then cities for their children. Moshe
immediately corrected their priorities, telling them: "Build towns for your children, and sheepfolds for your flocks.” He
reminded them that what is truly precious must come first, and the secondary details of livelihood must wait in their proper

place.

It is so easy to fall into the same trap in our own daily lives. We get so caught up in building the "sheepfolds”, our businesses,
our careers, our financial security, and our material comforts, that we accidentally leave our "children,” our spiritual legacy,
and our connection to Hashemas an afterthought. We tell ourselves we are working hard for the sake of our families, but we

end up giving our best energy to the field and only the leftovers to our homes and our avodah.

Moshe Rabbeinu teaches us that order matters. When we put our spiritual obligations and our families first, Hashem blesses
the material endeavors that follow. But when we reverse the order, we risk losing the very things we are working so hard to

pI'OtCC[.

Today, pause before you begin your workday or your chores, and consciously put your spiritual priorities first. Dedicate your

very first and best moments to a heartfelt tefillah or a set shiur Torah, showing Hashem that your "children” come before your

"sheepfolds.”
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