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[l CHAPTER PREVIEW
In this aliyah, we find ourselves standing with Klal Yisrael on the steppes of Moav, right by the Yarden across from Yericho, as
Hashemgives Moshe Rabbeinu the final, crucial instructions before the nation crosses over into Eretz Yisrael. Hashem

commands the Bnei Yisrael to completely dispossess the land's inhabitants and destroy all of their avodah zarah, warning them

of the spiritual and physical dangers of leaving any of them behind.

We then learn about the mitzvah of dividing the land by lot among the families of the nine and a half tribes. To ensure we
know the exact borders of our holy inheritance, Hashem outlines the precise boundaries of Eretz Yisrael on all four sides—
south, west, north, and east—distinguishing it from the lands already given to Reuven, Gad, and the half-tribe of Menasheh
on the eastern side of the Yarden.

All introductions, summaries, and contextual notes are the editor’s commentary and are not part of the original text.
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saying Yericho the Jordan of by Moav  in the plains of Moshe to  Hashem And spoke
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ondryland through the Jordan are passing whenyou  Moshe tothem said thus rather this about theywere warned
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we find  andso you and overwhelm will come the waters not andif youshall pass this conditionof on
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34a Sotah inthe Jordan while they werestill chapter4 Yehoshua Yehoshua tothem  thatsaid
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all — and you shall destroy frombefore you the land  the inhabitants of  all — and you shall drive out
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their high places  all  and — you shall destroy their molten gods the imagesof all and — their figured stones
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and you shall expel and you shall drive out
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26 Vayikra uponit  toprostrate yourselves inyourland shall youplace not covering  and a stone of
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topossess theland ~ — TIhave given toyou for init andyoushalldwell theland —  And you shall drive out
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init andyoushalldwell andthen ofitsinhabitants it and you shall dispossess  the land — Andyoushall dispossess
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—  you shall increase to the numerous for your families by lot the land —  And you shall inherit
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there  forhim goesout where to  hisinheritance —  youshall decrease and to the few his inheritance
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you shall inherit  your fathers  according to tribes of itshallbe tohim  the lot
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those whom and itshallbe frombefore you the land the inhabitantsof —  you dispossess not And if
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in it dwell you  wherein the land in
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forharm toyou theyshallbe ofthem youleaveover that  Anditshallbe
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"shichaya" pegs is of  theTargum  youreyes  thatprick out as pegs in your eyes as thorns
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like its translation you and they will distress
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to you Iwilldo tothem todo I planned justas  and it shall be
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saying Moshe to  Hashem And spoke
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the land of to are coming you  When tothem and you shallsay Yisrael the children of —  Command
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practiced andarenot intheland arepracticed mitzvos thatmany Because etc. toyou shallfall that istheland ‘This
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from toyou tosay allaround itsdirections thebordersof theboundariesof towrite it wasnecessary of theland  outside
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Tanchuma  see strength anymore inthem thereisnot see tohim Hesaid Moshe before andboundthem the heavens
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tothe west  theeast from which  southern theside south theboundaryof foryou Anditshallbe
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thisone nextto thisone Israel theLandof of tothesouth aresituated lands Three How so tribes
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and shall be Egypt  tothebrook of from Azmon this in thesection asitissaid western southern  isat the corner
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isnextto Moab andthelandof theeast onthesideof isnexttoit Edom And theland of Israel and the Land of
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topass thathe permitthem Edom  fromthekingof andtheyrequested Edom  thelandof of  tothesouth theycame
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itsend until Moab of  thesouth all Andtheywent didheconsent butnot hesent Moab thekingof to Andalso
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alongits breadth of hers  eastern theborder all theywentaround until tothenorth theirfaces theyturned and from there
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of attheeast  dwelling whowere andOg  Sihon  thelandof —  theyfound itseast —  and when they finished
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Andhe went there regardingJephthah whatissaid andthisis betweenthem dividing with the Jordan Canaan theland of

wRY MR N2 AN PN DN BTN PN AN 30 faTma

thesun fromtheeastof andcame Moab thelandof and— Edom thelandof — andcompassed in the wilderness
N PN Y miExa AW A 1O P nR o wiany anin pN®
Moab thelandof of onthenorth whichwas andOg Sihon thelandof —  And theyconquered Moab tothe land of

N¥RI ANID PN DU M2Iyn ominy Yispm o TMD XMW LITTO 7Y 1

Irresults  Moab  thelandof  of  westward northward thecorner wasopposite andit theJordan upto and theyapproached

YN MYW MOMMR MmNt yispn mm LIWRR TTPD TRV 19 YWY

nextto of hers eastern southern  thecorner had  tothe west the Jordan whichison theside of Canaan thatthe land of
Hahi gy
Edom
X° P02

Pasuk 11

TMomE 291 Iy toyny auw M opy 3o
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or andshallturn whereitissaid  place  Every  Akrabbim  totheascentof from thesouth theborder foryou Andshall turn
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of onthesouth theboundary andpasses tothe west diagonally ~ theworld of  thenorth toward thesideof andbends
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toMitzrayim  like  Zin  to  toZin anditshall pass

A
19372 WIR DY AniTa NI LenNEIN M
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and from there  toAtzmon andfromthere Addar toChazar - andcomes tothe west obliquely further and extends
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and furtheron and from there ~ Atzmon until Barnea from Kadesh  was the north  towards the side of  which projected
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Mitzrayim tothe Brook of - andcame thesouth towards the side of and turnedabout theboundary became narrower
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southern western isat the corner Mitzrayim that the Brook of It follows Yisrael
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extends  thesouth theborderof anymore becausenot thewest theboundaryof to atthesea itsgoingsout and shallbe
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whatisit  western and the border of thesea and the boundary
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for the boundary  thegreat thesea untoyou andshallbe
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isles thattheycall islands andthey theboundary areof they also thesea thatarewithin theislands And the boundary
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andyoushallarrive  theeast  tothesideof thenorth theboundaryof to andyoushallgo youshallturn theHor From Mount
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Antioch thisis Chamath at the entrance of
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and widens  itspreads  fromthere or atall  furtheron pass anditdoesnot completely there ends the boundaryline
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the width of and regarding first the width than more diagonally  furtheron toextend backwards  and goes out
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measurement  that ended  because there  goingsout itcallsit first the measurement
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foryou shallbe this Enan atHazar itsterminations and shallbe to Ziphron the boundary and shall go out
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toRiblah  and from there  the eastern  on the boundary toShepam
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and continues goesdown it tosouth fromnorth  goes  thattheboundary themore theboundary And shallgodown
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and the Jordan theJordan to itwentdown andfromthere Chinnereth the Seaof isontheeastof andtheborder onthe west
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shall be this Salt atthe Sea of its terminations and shallbe to the Jordan the boundary and shall descend
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you shall inherit ~ which  the land  thisis saying Yisrael the children of —  Moshe And commanded
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their inheritance have taken Menashe the tribe of and halfof their fathers according to the house Gad  the children of
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eastward Yericho the Jordan of fromacross theirinheritance have taken the tribe and halfof the tribes  the two of
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CHAPTER SUMMARY

The aliyah begins with Hashem's command to dispossess the inhabitants of Canaan, destroy their molten images and high
places, and settle the land, warning that any remaining inhabitants will become like thorns in our sides. Hashem then details
the exact geographical boundaries of the Promised Land—from the Wilderness of Zin and the Dead Sea in the south, to the
Great Sea in the west, Mount Hor in the north, and down along the Yarden to the Dead Sea in the east. Finally, Moshe
Rabbeinu instructs the Bnei Yisrael that this defined territory is the inheritance to be divided by lot among the nine and a half

tribes, as the other two and a half tribes have already received their portions on the eastern side of the Yarden.

IWYN? WHAT TO TAKE HO ME

In this week's parshah, the Torah outlines the precise borders of Eretz Yisrael, mapping out every corner, mountain, and
valley. But right before this, Hashemgives a stark warning: if Bnei Yisrael do not completely clear out the negative, idolatrous
influences of the land, those remaining elements will become "stings in your eyes and thorns in your sides.” The Torah is
teaching us a profound rule in spiritual geography. To truly inherit the holy space Hashem has designated for you, you must

first make a clean break from the negative influences that threaten to compromise it.

We all have our own "boundaries”, the holy spaces of our daily lives, like our homes, our Shabbos table, or the quiet moments
we set aside for Torah study and tefillah. We want these spaces to be pure and filled with kedushah. Yet, so often, we try to
build this holiness while allowing small, toxic habits or negative environments to linger in the background. We think we can
tolerate just a little bit of the "clutter” of the outside world. But the Torah warns us that what we compromise on today will

become a painful thormn in our side tomorrow, slowly irritating our spiritual vision and disrupting our peace.

To build a life of true emunah and yiras Shamayim, we must be willing to draw clear lines. You cannot fully settle into your
spiritual inheritance if you are still harboring the very things that pull you away from Hashem. True growth requires the
courage to identify what is holding you back and to clear it out completely, making room for the blessings Hashem wants to

give you.

Today, identify one negative influence, toxic habit, or inappropriate distraction in your personal environment, and make a

firm, clean break fromit to protect the holiness of your home and mind.
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